
“Give, and You Will Receive” 

(Mark 4:24-25) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Jesus has been telling us that the kingdom grows when the seed of the Gospel is 

sown.   

a.  That’s why Jesus was entrusting that Gospel to His disciples, that they might 

work with Him and continue that work when He was gone.   

b.  They were the lamps Jesus was bringing into the darkness of this world to 

shine the light of His truth.   

c.  Jesus was making sure that their lamps were bright with truth – He was 

telling them everything that had been secret and hidden that they might tell 

others.   

d.  This was the only way God’s people could be saved and the kingdom could 

continue to move forward.   

e.  We know from Scripture they went out with this truth and preached 

everywhere (Mark 16:20).   

 

2.  But now that they’ve finished their work and entered into their rest, who is left 

to do this work?  The church is – we are.   

a.  That responsibility is now ours.   

(i)  The Lord has chosen us to carry on this work.   

(ii)  That job became ours when He saved us.   

 

b.  That’s why He wants us to learn His truth.   

(i)  We are His lamps, brought into His house – the world – that we might 

shine His light in the darkness of this world’s ignorance that they might be 

saved.   

(ii)  If the Lord has given you ears to hear, then hear and devote yourself to 

what He calls you to do.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see this wasn’t all the Lord had to say to them on this subject.  

There are at least three more things:   

a.  First, because they were the ones He chose to shine this truth, they needed to 

pay attention to what they heard.   

b.  Second, because they were to be the only source of this truth, they needed to 

be generous in giving that truth away.   

c.  And third, so they would be encouraged to do this work, He promised them a 

reward if they did it faithfully.   

 

2.  Let’s consider these things under two applicational points:   

a.  First, pay attention to the truth Jesus is entrusting to you.   
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b.  Second, be generous when you share this truth with others, knowing that the 

Lord will return to you by the same measure you give to others.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, pay attention to the truth Jesus is entrusting to you.  He says, “Take care 

what you listen to.”   

1.  Here He was telling His disciples to give careful attention to His teaching.   

a.  Remember, Jesus was now revealing the things that had been hidden in the 

Old Testament prophesies, promises, types and shadows.   

b.  He was explaining to them how they were being fulfilled in Him.   

c.  Since they were the ones who would ultimately write it down and pass it on, 

they needed to pay close attention and not miss anything.   

(i)  How many times have you children heard your parents say to you, “Listen 

to me,” or “Listen carefully,” or “Pay attention.”   

(ii)  How many parents here remember hearing that when you were a child?   

(iii)  When you have something important to say, when you want them to 

remember it, you first have to get their attention.   

(iv)  That’s what Jesus is doing here:   

(a)  He doesn’t want them to miss what He’s saying.   

(b)  This didn’t apply just to what He was saying here, but to everything 

He said.   

 

2.  Jesus says the same to you this morning:  you need to pay attention to Him.   

a.  He’s speaking to you from His Word – He does every week in the sermons – 

He will every day in His Word, if you’ll let Him.   

b.  He wants you to listen, to hear what He’s saying and to remember it – both 

for your sake and for the sake of others.   

c.  Do you remember what He says to you day after day, week after week, 

month after month, and year after year?   

(i)  My Greek teacher in college often said that he had a better “forgettery” 

than a memory.  I’m sure that’s true of all of us – and so we need to do 

what we can to hold on to as much of His truth as possible.   

(ii)  How many times has something seemed so clear to you when you first 

heard it, but it quickly slipped from your mind and you forgot it?   

(iii)  This is where taking notes can come in handy – but don’t forget that the 

notes will only help you if you keep them and read them again.   

 

d.  The Lord is continually entrusting His Word to you – something far more 

precious than anything else you might gain in this world.   

(i)  It’s really foolish to let it slip through your fingers as quickly as He gives 

it to you.   

(ii)  Especially when you consider why He gives it to you, as we see next.   

 

B.  Second, be generous when you share this truth with others, knowing that the Lord 

will return to you by the same measure you give to others.   

1.  Why did Jesus want His disciples to pay attention to what He was saying?   
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a.  Because He wanted them to teach others.   

(i)  Remember, they were the lights He was bringing into this dark world.   

(ii)  He wanted them to shine His truth as clearly and widely as possible.   

 

b.  Here, Jesus intensifies this command just a bit more:  He not only wanted 

them to give His truth away, but to be generous when they did:  “By your 

standard of measure it will be measured to you.”   

(i)  The cup or the basket they used to measure this truth out to others – so to 

speak – was the same measure the Lord would use to return His blessing 

to them – either directly by His Spirit, or through others in this world, or 

through His blessings in heaven.   

(ii)  If they gave liberally, the Lord would give liberally to them.   

 

c.  This isn’t anything new.  It’s the same principle so widely applied in 

Scripture:  whatever you do – good or bad – will be done to you.  It’s an 

extension of God’s justice.   

(i)  If you forgive others, Jesus says you will be forgiven:  “For if you forgive 

others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you” 

(Matt. 6:14).  Of course, you can only forgive by His grace.   

(ii)  If you don’t forgive others, Jesus continues, you won’t be forgiven, “But 

if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your 

transgressions” (v. 15).  That’s the evidence you don’t have His grace.   

(iii)  If you give to meet the needs of the poor, the Lord will make sure your 

needs are met, “He who gives to the poor will never want” (Prov. 28:27), 

“One who is gracious to a poor man lends to the LORD, and He will repay 

him for his good deed” (Prov. 19:17).   

(iv)  On the other hand, if you see someone in need and close your heart to 

him, the Lord will make sure that the same will one day happen to you, 

“He who shuts his ear to the cry of the poor will also cry himself and not 

be answered” (Prov. 21:13).   

(v)  Jesus is emphasizing the positive aspect of this principle:  If the disciples 

are faithful in generously ministering what He has given them, He will be 

generous with them.   

 

2.  The same principle applies to you.   

a.  The Lord has been generous with you.   

(i)  He has entrusted you with a good measure of His Word.   

(ii)  He has given you gifts and graces by His Spirit.   

(iii)  He’s given you strength and resources.   

(iv)  And He’s given you time and opportunities.   

 

b.  He gave you these things,  

(i)  Partly to minister to your needs.   

(ii)  But also that you might minister to others.   

(a)  That you might enlighten others in His ways.   
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(b)  That you might help others come to Jesus and grow in Him, that they 

might minister to others.   

(c)  That you might support His work with your time and resources.   

(d)  And that, that you might receive a reward.   

 

c.  The more you give, the more the Lord will reward you – the larger your 

measuring cup, the larger His cup of reward – if you are faithful, His cup will 

be much larger.  Notice what Jesus says in verse 24, “Take care what you 

listen to.  By your standard of measure it will be measured to you; and more 

will be given you besides.”   

 (i)  The Lord isn’t content simply to honor you to the degree that you honor 

Him – He wants to do more.   

(a)  In the Parable of the Talents, those who gained the five and two talents 

– who were faithful with little – were given much more (Matt. 25:21, 

23).   

(b)  The Lord wants you to be generous with what you give, so that He 

might be generous with what He gives.  Solomon writes, “He who is 

generous will be blessed” (Prov. 22:9), and Jesus says, “Give, and it 

will be given to you” (Luke 6:38).   

 

(ii)  And so, be encouraged to give what you have liberally:   

(a)  Give the knowledge you have to others, and He will bless you with 

more knowledge.   

(b)  Use the gifts He has given you, and He will enlarge your gifts.   

(c)  Use your resources to support His work, and He will give you more 

resources.   

(d)  Use what you have to bless Him in this world, and He will bless you 

both in this world and in the world to come.   

(e)  Jesus says, “By your standard, it will be measured to you; and more 

will be given you besides.”   

(f)  And so listen carefully – Jesus is giving you things you can give to 

others, so that you in the end will be blessed.   

 

3.  In closing, let’s not miss the warning He also gives to those without grace:  

“Whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him” 

(Mark 4:25).   

a.  Just as there are those who have spiritual understanding and gifts and graces, 

so there are those who don’t.   

(i)  There was not only the one with the five talents and the one with two, 

there was also the one who had one.   

(ii)  He didn’t do anything with his talent – the common grace gifts of God, 

and the time and resources the Lord gives everyone – because he didn’t 

have saving grace of God in his heart.   

(iii)  Jesus says that these will not receive more, but will lose even what they 

have and inherit hell.   
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b.  If this is your situation this morning, don’t remain in it.   

(i)  The Lord offers you His life, if you will only reach out and take hold of it 

by faith.   

(ii)  Do what Jesus says – listen carefully to what He is saying.   

(iii)  If you hear His call to repent and believe, and do it, He will save you 

and give you the means by which you too will be blessed.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


