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Judges 6 – Gideon’s Faith 
 

 
Intro: 
 
Last time we looked at Gideon and how he met with the Angel of the Lord – a pre-incarnate 
appearance of Christ – and was called to lead Israel against the Midianites and to defeat the 
Midianites.  We saw that Gideon was a godly man who had opposed the Baal worship that was 
prevalent, and which had brought down the judgement  of God on the nation.  We saw how 
Gideon responded to his visitor, and by faith rose to the challenge of destroying his father altar 
to Baal and the pagan Asherah pole that was also there.  
 
There is immediate blessing upon his efforts – his father is converted, and changes from a Baal-
worshipper to a vigorous opponent of the idol.  His words are very clear and show real evidence 
of a change of heart: 
 
Judges 6:31 But Joash said to all who stood against him, “Will you contend for Baal, or 
will you deliver him? Whoever will plead for him shall be put to death by morning. If he is 
a god, let him contend for himself, because someone has torn down his altar.” 
 
What an encouragement to Gideon this must have been – to see his father transformed and 
standing with him.  God gave him this token of blessing at the beginning of his ministry, as an 
unasked for sign of the Lord being with him, and also preparation for the tough battles to come. 
 
Has not the Lord done that for us?  We engage upon some new venture for him, perhaps with a 
deal of trepidation, and concern about our gifts and graces?  And, at the outset he gives us 
some token of his presence by giving us a significant victory at the start.  How tender is our 
Lord, and how understanding is he towards us.  
 
Then the real challenge materialises: 
 
Judges 6:33 Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the sons of the east 
assembled themselves; and they crossed over and camped in the valley of Jezreel. 
 
We know from later on that the number of the opposing troops was huge: 
 
Judges 7:12 Now the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the sons of the east were 
lying in the valley as numerous as locusts; and their camels were without number, as 
numerous as the sand on the seashore. 
 
But God’s response is immediate – having chosen his servant he now equips him for service: 
 
Judges 6:34-35 So the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon; and he blew a trumpet, and 
the Abiezrites were called together to follow him. And he sent messengers throughout 
Manasseh, and they also were called together to follow him; and he sent messengers to 
Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, and they came up to meet them. 
 
Literally he was ‘clothed’ with Spirit.  He was given all the power and energy that he needed for 
the task ahead.  Are we any less well off under the New Covenant?  That same Holy Spirit is 
available to us today.    Remember what the Lord Jesus said to the disciples prior to Pentecost: 
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Acts 1:8 but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the 
remotest part of the earth.” 
 
There is so much confusion about Pentecost and people get hung up on the issue of the gifts, 
when the purpose of his coming was to give us assurance of the truth of the gospel and power 
to witness.  We can call upon all the resources of God for our work for him. 
 
Gideon’s Fleeces 
 
Many people have found great fault with Gideon over these fleeces, and accused him of 
disobedience and lack of faith.  It is interesting that the Lord does none of these thing, and, as I 
keep repeating, the Holy Spirit tells us that he is an example of faith.  And since he did this 
when clothed with the Spirit we have to be extra careful before we presume to find fault with 
him. 
 
However, Gideon himself is aware that they are, in one sense, a sign of weakness, but not in a 
bad way: 
 
Judges 6:39 Then Gideon said to God, “Do not let Thine anger burn against me that I may 
speak once more; please let me make a test once more with the fleece, let it now be dry 
only on the fleece, and let there be dew on all the ground.” 
 
How do we understand all of this?  Having given this much thought I would like to suggest that 
what we have hear is Gideon’s own sense of weakness in the face of the weight of expectation 
upon him.  It is clear that he had no doubts about the call of God – the wording of his request 
makes that obvious.  It is one thing theoretically to acknowledge that God can use us – but the 
nearer we get to the time for action the more we sense our own weakness, and the more we 
need God’s assurance.  And this is what he seeks, and this is what the Lord gives, readily and 
willingly, for he knows and cares, and is not a hard taskmaster. 
 
Two personal examples – I know that the Lord has called me to Open-Air preaching.  I have no 
doubts about that at all.  But as I approach the time when I start working for the Open-Air 
Mission I find myself seeking assurance – even though I know that I am called! 
 
Likewise, when I first had the call to come here – we tested it, and had it confirmed by the Lord 
in a way that brooked no argument.  But as the time for me to fly out approached, and even 
more as my first Sunday approached, I cried out to the Lord for confirmation of something that I 
already knew was his will, so conscious of my own weaknesses was I. 
 
Remember – the Holy Spirit tells us that Gideon’s faith was real.  And real faith is not steely-
eyed grim determination, but a trust in the Lord that goes on obeying and serving in the face of 
known and real personal weaknesses.  Faith is overcoming real fears, as Gideon did in the 
matter of the destruction of the altar of Baal.   
 
Guidance 
 
I want to leave the story of Gideon for a while to consider some aspects of guidance.  Without 
doubt, this act of Gideon has been taken and used to justify a method of guidance, commonly 
called ‘Putting out a fleece’.   Actually Gideon was not looking for guidance at all!  He knew very 
well what he was called to do, and, as we have seen, was looking, quite legitimately, for 
assurance from the Lord for the task ahead. 
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We all want to be guided and we long to know how this can happen, and so we can be drawn 
into trying to find methods of guidance,  I believe that we should start with a quite different 
question: 
 
What sort of person does God guide? 
 
If you look through the way God deals with people in the Scriptures, you will find that God 
guides those who are already on the move for him.  We have seen that he calls to fresh 
avenues of service those who are already serving him, and he guides them too. 
 
I have a hand-held SatNav system which can take me to within 10 metres of any location that I 
care to program into it. It has a little compass arrow that points to where I want to go.  But if I 
program it and stand still, it points to nowhere in particular.  It is only when I start walking that 
the needle begins to point in the correct direction. 
 
Here are two classic examples: 
 
Acts 8:26 But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, “Arise and go south to the 
road that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a desert road.) 
 
Philip was not sitting at home, ‘waiting on the Lord’!  He was involved in a mighty revival with 
many conversions.  He was already serving the Lord and was called to a new sphere of service.  
Those who think that they can be inactive because they are waiting on the Lord, may have to 
learn that the Lord is waiting on them to stir themselves for him! 
 
Take Paul: 
 
Acts 16:6-11 And they passed through the Phrygian and Galatian region, having been 
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia; and when they had come to Mysia, 
they were trying to go into Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them; and 
passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a 
certain man of Macedonia was standing and appealing to him, and saying, “Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.” And when he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go 
into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 
Therefore putting out to sea from Troas……… 
 
Now some aspects of these calls were unique to the times of the early church.  I don’t believe 
that we can expect angels and visions now that the Word of God is complete.  I do believe, 
fervently, that God puts into our hearts desires and ideas and thoughts that he would have us 
pursue.  After all, we are indwelt by the Spirit. 
 
But I believe that the Scripture teaches us that those thoughts and impulses come only to those 
who already have a heart to serve him, and, moreover, are serving him.   
 
And we can expect guidance not only in obviously ‘spiritual’ things, but in the general course of 
our lives, as we apply Scripture principles to such things as employment, college, marriage 
partner etc.  The prerequisite for guidance is a willing and obedient spirit. 
 
I know that I am privileged to be set apart for full-time Christian service, and it is very easy for 
me to go on about these things, and appear to be a bit unsympathetic towards those who have 
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many calls on their time – domestic, employment, study etc.  They would say that they have 
little or no time left for their own use.  What Paul says on this issue is crucial: 
 
 
Colossians 3:23-24 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than 
for men; knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is 
the Lord Christ whom you serve. 
 
But I would say:  Remember the widow’s mite!  She had only a little money to herself, but she 
dedicated it to the Lord.  Can we not do the same with our time? 
 
Back to Gideon! 
 
Now I have to issue a kind of ‘spiritual health warning’!  If, like Gideon, you seek God’s gracious, 
and in one sense unnecessary, confirmation of your call to service, you can expect the Lord to 
test your faith.  In the same way as he tested Barak’s desire for the Lord to have all the glory by 
giving his enemy into the hand of a non-combatant Gentile woman, so here.  Gideon’s faith that 
the Lord would save Israel through him, and that the Lord would get the credit for the victory, is 
tested to the full. 
 
He has amassed 32,000 troops – three times more than Barak had.  Interestingly, there was an 
issue of pride in the nation that was not around during Barak’s time, for the Lord did not choose 
to thin out Barak’s troops as he did Gideon's. 
 
Judges 7:2 And the Lord said to Gideon, “The people who are with you are too many for 
Me to give Midian into their hands, lest Israel become boastful, saying, ‘My own power 
has delivered me.’ 
 
All those who were frightened were allowed to go home – and 22,000 did.  What were they 
doing there?  I suggest that, in the excitement of Gideon’s call they responded without much 
thought, but when they saw the massed ranks of the Midianites they lost heart.  How easy, in a 
moment of excitement, to have great intentions of serving the Lord only to find the reality too 
daunting.  Let us make sure that our boldness is not an emotional response, but a determined 
act of faith in the one who has called us.   
 
Well, at least he still has as many as Barak did! 
 
But still they are too many!  And so the Lord whittles them down to 300 by using the rather 
unusual method of observing how they drink.  Many and varied have been the attempts to 
discern how this worked, but if you want to know them you will have to research it yourself, for 
the Scriptures do not tell us.  The odds now were so much against him that any victory had to 
be of the Lord. 
 
I wonder how Gideon was feeling now?  Well our tender loving heavenly Father is with him, and 
he knows that Gideon still needs encouraging: 
 
Judges 7:9-11 Now the same night it came about that the Lord said to him, “Arise, go 
down against the camp, for I have given it into your hands. “But if you are afraid to go 
down, go with Purah your servant down to the camp, and you will hear what they say; 
and afterward your hands will be strengthened that you may go down against the camp.” 
So he went with Purah his servant down to the outposts of the army that was in the 
camp. 
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And in God’s gracious providence he hears the two Midianites discussing this unusual dream: 
 
Judges 7:13-15 When Gideon came, behold, a man was relating a dream to his friend. 
And he said, “Behold, I had a dream; a loaf of barley bread was tumbling into the camp of 
Midian, and it came to the tent and struck it so that it fell, and turned it upside down so 
that the tent lay flat.” And his friend answered and said, “This is nothing less than the 
sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel; God has given Midian and all the 
camp into his hand.” And it came about when Gideon heard the account of the dream 
and its interpretation, that he bowed in worship. He returned to the camp of Israel and 
said, “Arise, for the Lord has given the camp of Midian into your hands.” 
 
So the battle was the Lord’s – but hadn’t the Lord promised to save Israel  by the hand of 
Gideon?  He certainly had, and that is what happened.  Gideon and the 300 still had to go down 
and fight, and they had to use a wise strategy in order for the victory to be won.  And won it 
was, by the Lord through his willing and faithful servant Gideon. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Christian life of service to the Lord is the best life there is.  It is not the easiest life!  It is a 
life of challenge and adventure.  It is a life where we often go out in faith, in fear and trembling.  
We go out knowing that the Lord doesn’t need us, but chooses to use us. 
 
It is a life lived in service to the living God, and his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who loved us and 
gave Himself for us.  It is a life lived in the certain knowledge of glory to come. 
 
Paul deals with this in 2 Corinthians 4 – worth a read through when you get home.  Let us 
conclude with a selection: 
 
2 Corinthians 4:7-10 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing 
greatness of the power may be of God and not from ourselves; we are afflicted in every 
way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; 
struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, 
that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is 
decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. For momentary, light affliction 
is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look 
not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things 
which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
 


