
“From the World to Glory” 
(Psalm 17:13-15)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Two weeks ago, Shepard reminded us of a very important difference between believers 
and unbelievers – believers are filled with the Spirit, but unbelievers with the flesh, and 
this makes a big difference.   
a.  The Spirit is the same nature as God – because He is the third person of the Triune God 

- and He works that moral nature in us – because that is His particular work, his peculiar 
office.  This means that when He unites Himself to our souls, He begins to transform us 
into the moral likeness of Christ, who is Himself the visible image of the invisible God.   

b.  The flesh, on the other hand, is the exact opposite of the Spirit – because it is the 
absence of the Spirit – and is of the same moral nature as the devil – because he also has 
nothing of the Spirit.  Those who are filled with the flesh are like Satan.   

c.  This means there will be a great difference between us and unbelievers, one that should 
be easy to see.   

d.  What are those differences?   
 

2.  Last week, we considered one of them:  those who are filled with the flesh will be self-
centered, while those filled with the Spirit will be God-centered.   
a.  Those who are flesh will have self as their own end and self-pleasure as their highest 

goal.   
b.  But those who are of the Spirit will have God as their main goal in life, and find their 

greatest pleasure in Him, because of their love for Him.   
c.  If this doesn’t make a difference between believers and unbelievers, then what will?   

(i)  The thing that makes it difficult sometimes for us to tell whether we are filled with 
the Spirit is the fact that we also have flesh dwelling in us.   

(ii)  This means that we will often find ourselves experiencing the same love for self the 
unbeliever does and the same desire for self-pleasure.   

(iii)  But we will have more than this – we will also have love for God, we will also find 
pleasure in Him – and this will make a difference; this is what we should be looking 
for in our hearts.   

(iv)  If we see it, if we know we have it, we are born again by the Spirit.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  Shepard ends his Parable by showing us one additional difference being filled with the 

Spirit versus being filled with the flesh will make:  and that is, where we will find our 
ultimate happiness:   
a.  The unbeliever, because he is filled with the flesh and hates God, will not find 

happiness in Him, but in the things He has made:  he will be satisfied with the things of 
this world.   

b.  The believer, on the other hand, because he is filled with the Spirit and loves God, will 
find his greatest happiness in Him:  he will find his full satisfaction only in heaven, 
where God is.   
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2.  This is what we’ll look at this evening, and then end this section on Shepard with a brief 
conclusion.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the unbeliever finds his full happiness and satisfaction in the world.   
1.  The last distinguishing mark between the saint and hypocrite Shepard notes is the “fullness 

of the Spirit of glory in the room of the world” (339).   
a.  The hypocrite, being full of the world and a stranger to God, finds satisfaction in the 

things God has made.   
b.  David tells us in our passage that this is the case:  “Arise, O LORD, confront him, bring 

him low; deliver my soul from the wicked with Your sword, from men with Your hand, 
O LORD, from men of the world, whose portion is in this life” (Psalm 17:13-14).   

 
2.  Shepard writes, “Now, though hypocrites may taste of the word, nay, of the powers of the 

world to come, yet they fall short of this measure of glory.  And I say, this fills them in the 
room of this world (339-340).   
a.  He appears to be alluding to the experiences the unbeliever may have in the things of 

the Lord from Hebrews 6, where the author writes, “For in the case of those who have 
once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made 
partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of 
the age to come, and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to 
repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open 
shame” (vv. 4-6).   

b.  These things appear to be very glorious, but they are not enough for him.  His taste for 
the world is greater and will draw him back into it.   

c.  This is simply to say that the unbeliever would rather have the things of this world than 
the things of heaven, because he has no desire for them – apart from the desire to escape 
the fires of hell.   

 
B.  The believer, on the other hand, finds his full happiness and satisfaction in heaven.   

1.  Shepard tells us the saint is said to be glorified already with the glory of heaven (Romans 
8:30), “though it be hid for a time from others, and sometimes from themselves, yet they 
do partake of it now, and it shall be revealed upon them another day.  1 Pet. v.1” (339).   
a.  The passage he references, is generally understood as referring to the glorification the 

saint will experience in heaven:  “For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among 
many brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He 
called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified” (Rom. 8:29-
30).   

b.  Shepard also understands it as the glory that is revealed to us on earth, to that sense we 
have of that glory of God in our soul, of its beauty, of its desirability.   
(i)  A better passage would be 1 Corinthians 2:9-10, “But just as it is written, ‘Things 

which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart 
of man, all that God has prepared for those who love Him.  For to us God revealed 
them through the Spirit.”   

(ii)  This foretaste of glory leaves us hungering and thirsting for more, a thirst that will 
only be quenched in heaven.   
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(iii)  This is why the saint will only find his full satisfaction in the presence of God, as 
the psalmist tells us in Psalm 16:11:  “You will make known to me the path of life; in 
Your presence is fullness of joy; in Your right hand there are pleasures forever.”   

 
2.  There are two ways in which the Lord satisfies the saints:   

a.  “This rest and peace in God is the glory of the saints” (341), and the Lord gives this to 
His saints in two ways:  1)  “He reveals the good they are to enjoy in another world, in 
its full proportion, viz., ‘what is the riches of the inheritance of the saints’” (Ephesians 
1:17-18; ibid.).  2)  “He reveals by the spirit and light of glory that this good is theirs, 
their propriety” (1 Peter 1:8; 342).   

b.  First, He shows us what we will experience in the world to come through a foretaste by 
His Spirit, and second He convinces us that this future world is ours through Christ.   

c.  It is this glory in the Lord and in the things above, instead of in the things of the world, 
that further distinguishes the believer from the unbeliever.   

d.  Is there anything unbelievers experience that is similar, that might deceive them?  Yes, 
as we’ve already seen.   
(i)  Their desire of heaven comes from their flesh – a spirit of self-preservation (they 

don’t want to end up in hell) – their desire for God is only for the things He made, 
rather than God Himself; and God doesn’t satisfy them, they want the world as well.   

(ii)  However, what the saints experience differs in that their “peace, and joy, and 
assurance of that glory which eye never saw in the saints, it is from the witness of the 
Spirit of glory; not only because that God is their God, but because they are his 
people” (John 14:20-22; ibid.), “the rest and peace the saints have, it is not only from 
God, but in him” (Psalm 36:7, 8; 343), and “the peace the saints have, both from God 
and in God, fills them with everlasting content and peace” (Romans 15:13; ibid.).   

 
e.  Shepard asks further, do the saints ever cool in their affections to God and warm 

towards the things of the world?   
(i)  Yes, again because of the sin that is still in them; but they never allow the intrusion 

into their hearts for very long.   
(ii)  Shepard writes, “They may greedily carry the soul by fits from the Lord, but he 

denies them their fill in any creature, and calls them all to ‘come up hither.’  He 
denies them, as we do beggars, entrance, and if they do enter, he denies them 
lodging; they shall not have good looks from him” (344).   

(iii)  In other words, the things of the world might take our affections away from the 
Lord for a time, but we will never be satisfied with them.   

(iv)  Once having tasted of the goodness of the Lord, we will only find our full 
satisfaction and happiness in Him.   

(v)  Examine your own hearts and see what satisfies them.   
 
C.  Conclusion.   

1.  Shepard believed there is a great difference between the true saint and the most refined 
hypocrite.   
a.  The Spirit of God is the One who creates these differences that together make us what 

we call the marks of grace.   
b.  God gives these marks to His people to confirm His love to them, to make them like 

Christ, to distinguish them from the world, and to qualify them to receive His promises.   
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2.  It is, however, difficult at times for the saint to see these changes, since the flesh produces 
so many counterfeits that can lead him to the wrong conclusion.   
a.  Outwardly, the unbeliever can do anything the Christian can do, but he cannot do so 

inwardly.   
b.  We must therefore examine our hearts to determine whether we have grace.   

(i)  If we find that we love God, desire to glorify Him, and are willing to subject 
ourselves to His holiness, merely out of thankfulness for His mercies received and 
not out of a desire to merit salvation; if we find that our lives are conforming to the 
Word of God, if the Spirit is revealing that work of grace and bearing witness to it, if 
our subjective experiences conform to what the Word of God says ought to be true of 
saints, then we may conclude that we are true believers.   

(ii)  But remember, this grace must be active in our lives before we can make this 
determination.   

(iii)  Sometimes it lies dormant in the heart, and when it does we will not be able to 
discern our spiritual state.   

(iv)  It must also be able to stand up under the trials God sends for its testing; if it fails 
God’s tests, it is not true grace.   

 
3.  Shepard’s responses to the objections raised against self-examination were particularly 

worthy of note.   
a.  To those who affirm that such an examination will destroy the Christian’s peace, 

Shepard reminds us it is the only way to maintain true peace when the saints need it 
most.  Unless we know we have God’s grace during the times He reveals His love, we 
cannot know we have it when God temporarily hides that love.   

b.  To the one who says looking to Christ is enough for assurance, he says no true saint will 
look to Christ for all things, without looking to Him also for deliverance from his sins.   

c.  To those who say the Spirit’s witness is enough for a sound assurance, he answers that 
the Spirit does this only by bearing witness to those marks He created.   

d.  Finally, to the one who objects that self-examination will only destroy our assurance 
because it reveals so much sin, Shepard replies that the grace we will also discover is 
enough to settle the matter once for all.   

 
4.  Shepard maintained that there is an absolute antithesis between the saint and the hypocrite.   

a.  Though common grace may counterfeit any of the works of the saints, the works of both 
flow from such different sources as to make them complete opposites.   

b.  It may be difficult for us to see this difference because our vision is clouded and faulty 
through sin, but it is there nonetheless.   

c.  May the Lord help us to see His grace in our lives if it is there, and may He put it there 
if it is not.  Amen.   


