
“From Self-Seeking to God-Seeking” 
(Matthew 10:34-39)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation:  Last week, we considered that the unbeliever is controlled by the flesh, but 

the believer by the Spirit.   
1.  Shepard described the unbeliever in even more frightening terms when he said he was 

full of Satan.   
a.  He said this, remember, not because unbelievers are demon-possessed, but because 

the sin in their hearts – that corrupt nature, the result of Adam’s fall – is exactly the 
same nature as the devil has.   

b.  Remember how Paul characterizes them in Romans 8:  they set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, they are hostile towards God, they do not subject themselves to 
God’s Law, they aren’t even able to do this, they can do nothing to please God.   

c.  This sounds demonic because it is – the very same nature.   
d.  If this is true, why aren’t unbelievers worse than they appear to be?  Only because 

God is restraining their sin; if He didn’t, they would destroy themselves and 
everyone else, just as Satan and his demons would do if God didn’t restrain them.   

 
2.  The believer, on the other hand, though he still has the remnants of this sinful 

corruption, also has the Spirit of God.   
a.  Though there is more corruption than Spirit – as evidenced by our struggles with sin 

– this new principle of grace is more powerful and will overcome the flesh.   
b.  Paul tells us that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of life, who sets us free from the 

principle of sin and death (the sin nature), and who fulfills the Law of God in us by 
giving us a love for that law.   

c.  His presence doesn’t mean that we’ll be perfect by any means, but it does mean that 
we will repent of our sins and continue to push forward in Christ-likeness, until we 
finally arrive in heaven.   

d.  Shepard is asking us this evening, seeing that these things are true, should we be able 
to see a difference between the believer and the unbeliever?  Do we see that 
difference in ourselves?   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  He moves on now to show us one of the differences this will make, this time in the 
whole course or direction of our lives.   
a.  Those who are filled with the flesh/Satan are also filled with self-centeredness:  they 

are their own end, their pleasure is their highest goal, and this is because they love 
themselves the most.   

b.  But the Christian is just the opposite.   
(i)  It’s not that he doesn’t seek his own pleasure as his highest goal; he does.   
(ii)  He just finds that pleasure in something/in someone else:  in the Lord.   
 

2.  This evening, we’ll consider two things:   
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a.  First, unbelievers love themselves and seek after their own pleasure.   
b.  But second, those who are believers, those who see God’s glory, seek their pleasure 

in Him.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, unbelievers love themselves and seek after their own pleasure:  they are self-seeking 

(Parable, 332).   
1.  Shepard sees four elements involved in this self-seeking:   

a.  This first is “a man beholds himself and some good in himself.”   
(i)  He sees something desirable, something praiseworthy; thinks more highly of 

himself than he ought to think.   
(ii)  There’s really no such thing as an inferiority complex.  Those who say they have 

them don’t have too low a view of themselves, but too high:  they think they 
should be better than they are.   

(iii)  This is the result of the Fall:  not being content with the way the Lord made us.   
 
b.  Second, he “loves himself abundantly.”   

(i)  Jesus tells us, “No one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it” 
(Eph. 5:29).   

(ii)  This is true even of those who seem to hate themselves and try to destroy 
themselves.  They don’t think they’re good enough and so try to take away their 
pain of self-pity by ending their own lives.   

(iii)  All men love themselves.   
 
c.  Third, he “pleaseth his own will.”   

(i)  Since he loves himself, he does the things he wants to do, that please him.   
(ii)  Even when he seeks to please others, it’s only because pleasing others pleases 

him more than not pleasing them:  it’s still self-centered.   
 
d.  And fourth, he does “this as his utmost and last end” (334).  There nothing he loves 

more than himself, so there is nothing higher to live for than himself.   
 

2.  We don’t have to look very far to see that this is what the world is like.   
a.  There are so many grabbing for all the pleasure they can:  “Everybody’s living for 

the weekend.”   
b.  So many are struggling to get recognition for themselves.   
c.  So many are setting out to do what they want to do in life, to make their mark, to get 

rich, to become powerful, to make themselves happy.   
d.  Even the love they profess to have for one another amounts to self-centeredness.  

When they say “I can’t live without you,” they really mean, “I don’t want to endure 
the pain living without you will bring.”   

e.  The world is so self-seeking, it doesn’t give very much thought to the needs or 
concerns of those around them.   

 
B.  But those who are believers, on the other hand, see something that is far more precious 

than themselves – the glory of God – and this makes them seek their pleasure in Him.   
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1.  Just as Shepard sees four elements of self-seeking in the unbeliever, he sees four 
contrary elements in God-seeking:   
a.  First, instead of having ourselves in view, we have the Lord before our eyes.   

(i)  Shepard writes, “the soul beholds the Lord in all his glory, seeing of him, present 
with him in all his glory, and set before him.  Ps. xvi.8. . . .  Saints, when they see 
their own vileness, and see the Lord [,] they are so far from seeking [themselves] 
as that they loathe themselves.  Therefore, when the Lord reveals himself to the 
soul in glory, this makes them seek him, and not themselves” (1 Corinthians 1:30; 
ibid.).   

(ii)  When you have two objects in view, one vastly superior to the other, and there’s 
no comparison, you no longer want the inferior thing.   

(iii)  It’s hard to want a 60’s VW bug, when you’ve just driven a brand new Chevy 
Corvette.   

(iv)  This doesn’t begin to show us the different between man and God.  The Lord is 
infinitely more glorious and desirable.   

 
b.  Seeing what we are compared to God, makes us love Him far more than ourselves.   

(i)  Shepard writes, “The soul also feels his love, and so abundantly loves him again” 
(Ibid.).   

(ii)  The hypocrite loves and seeks himself even in his seeking of Christ; but the 
saint, experiencing God’s love toward him, loves Him in return (334-335).   

(iii)  Shepard, in his Sincere Convert, writes, “Self-love will make a man seek his 
own good and safety; hence it will pull a man out of his bed betimes in the 
morning, and call him up to pray; it will take him and carry him into his chamber 
toward evening, and there privately make him seek, and pray, and tug hard for 
pardon, for Christ, for mercy:  Lord, evermore give us of this bread!  But the love 
of Christ makes a man desire Christ and his honor for himself [i.e., for Christ], 
and all other things for Christ.  It is true, the desires of sons in Christ by faith are 
accepted ever; but the desires of servants, men that work only for their wages out 
of Christ, are not” (80-81).   

(iv)  Believers love the Giver for who He is and not just for the gifts He gives.   
(v)  We will love God and not merely God for His blessings.   
 

c.  Now, instead of pleasing ourselves, we will seek to please the Lord.   
(i)  Again, he writes, “Hereupon the soul closeth with the whole will of Christ, and 

pleaseth it, because it pleaseth him. . . .  Why will men seek themselves, save 
themselves, love themselves, and please their own wills?  Because it pleaseth 
them.  Look, therefore, as the soul when he loved himself did seek to please only 
his own will in every thing, and it is good, because it pleaseth me; so the soul, 
whose heart is now endeared to Christ, though he can not perfectly do it, (that is 
in heaven,) yet he seeks to give the whole will of Christ content, because it 
pleaseth Christ” (335).   

(ii)  The hypocrite, because he loves himself more than all, pleases himself first of 
all.  But the saint, because he loves Christ more than all, seeks to please Him first 
of all.  He does this, of course, because it is more pleasing to him to please Christ 
than it is to please himself.   
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(iii)  The hypocrite, if he attempts to obey at all, will choose how and when to obey, 
as it pleases him.  But the saint will seek to do all that Christ commands, because 
that alone is pleasing to Christ and that alone will give his soul peace (336-337).   

 
d.  Finally, instead of seeking to please ourselves as our greatest goal in life, we will 

seek to please the Lord.   
(i)  Shepard writes, the saint “closeth with the whole will of the Lord as his 

happiness and utmost end” (337).   
(ii)  The unbeliever makes himself his own end and only keeps the Lord’s commands 

to ease the pain of his conscience; but the saint makes Christ his first end in life 
and pleasing Him his primary joy.   

(iii)  How can we know this is true of us?  There are three ways.  Shepard says,  
(a)  First, by the fact that we admire “the glory of the Lord, and his will and ways, 

and [accounts] them happy men, and blessed, that thus can and do live” (ibid.).   
(b)  Second, by the fact that we are never completely at rest in our minds until our 

lives are pleasing to Him in all things (Ibid.).   
(c)  Finally, by the fact that we persevere though whatever difficulty we might 

face with “power and delight” (338).   
(d)  Paul’s life gives us several wonderful illustrations of these principles.   
 

(iv)  Shepard concludes by saying, “To this sanctification all the saints do come, 
every one in their measure; and if ever the soul tasted the Lord’s love, or ever was 
humbled with the bitterness of sin, the first voice and main care is, ‘Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?’” (Ibid.).   

 
2.  In closing, we need to remember that Shepard is not contradicting Christ when he said 

that every man loves, nourishes and cherishes his own flesh.   
a.  He’s not saying that the saint doesn’t seek his own pleasure.   
b.  He is merely saying that as saints, we find this pleasure in a different place – God – 

and in a different way – in serving Him.   
c.  We still seek after our own good, but we now see that good to be God.   
d.  This is the difference being filled with the Spirit of God makes.   
e.  And so ask yourself these questions this evening:   

(i)  Who are you looking at this evening?   
(ii)  Whom do you love more than anyone else?   
(iii)  Who are you serving?   
(iv)  What is your main goal in life?   
(v)  If the answer to these questions is “you,” then you need to set yourself aside and 

seek after God to change your heart and make you God-centered rather than self-
centered.   

(vi)  But if you can honestly say “God” as your answer, then you have strong 
evidence that you are born again by the Spirit of God.   

(vii)  Let’s take a few moments and let the Lord show us the condition of our hearts 
this evening.   


