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The Friend of Sinners 
Purpose: To see how richly Jesus deserves this name, given in contempt  

1 Introduction 
Matthew 11:16–19 — “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is 
like children sitting in the market places, who call out to the other 
children, 17 and say, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not 
dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 18 “For John came 
neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon!’ 19 “The 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a 
gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 
Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”  

Back in January, looked at “Man of Sorrows” 
Saw Jesus not a fun-lover, contrary to modern view 
No-one suffered grief and torment like Him 
We must have the right Jesus, follow His example for us 
Instructive to look at other names given to Jesus in Bible 
They open window into His character – help save from fakes 
Also help us as we seek to imitate Him 
This morning, “Friend of Sinners” 
This name was given Him by His enemies – term of contempt 
They charged Him with gluttony and drunkenness – not true 
Was it also wrong that He was a friend of sinners? 
We will see what the Scriptures have to say 
If He is the Friend of Sinners, what does that mean for us? 

 What do “Friend” and “Sinners” mean? 

 To Whom does Jesus offer His friendship? 

 What is Jesus like as a friend? 

 Some applications 

2 What do “Friend” and “Sinners” mean? 
Need to know if we are to assess whether title was true of Jesus 

2.1 Friend 

Friend can mean many things, but here are two definitions: 
One attached to another by affection or esteem (MW) 
A person with whom one associates and for whom there is 
affection or personal regard (Louw-Nida) 

Affection and association/identification/attachment seem central 

2.2 Sinners 

Sinful, immoral, corrupt, unclean.   
“Those who miss the mark”, who break God’s Law 
Pharisees used of Gentiles, anyone who didn’t meet their standards 
Often used it for women of ill repute 
To be “Friend of sinners”, affection & association for sinful, unclean 
Did He associate with them? Did He identify with them?  
Let’s see what the Bible says. 

3 To Whom Does Jesus Offer Friendship? 

3.1 He eats and drinks with tax collectors & sinners 

Luke 5:27–32 — After that He went out and noticed a tax collector 
named Levi sitting in the tax booth, and He said to him, “Follow Me.” 28 
And he left everything behind, and got up and began to follow Him. 29 
And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house; and there was a 
great crowd of tax collectors and other people who were reclining at the 
table with them. 30 The Pharisees and their scribes began grumbling at 
His disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with the tax collectors 
and sinners?” 31 And Jesus answered and said to them, “It is not 
those who are well who need a physician, but those who are sick. 32 “I 
have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.”  

Luke 15:1–2 — Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming 
near Him to listen to Him. 2 Both the Pharisees and the scribes began 
to grumble, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”  

Tax Collectors – not like IRS employees – blackmail, extortion 
Collected more than Romans required – lined their pockets 
Similar characteristics to loan sharks of today 
Treason - worked for the enemy  
Pharisees wanted nothing to do with such low-lifes, scum 
Yet here was Jesus, frequently eating and drinking with them! 
Reaching out to them, receiving them into His company! 

3.2 He lets prostitutes touch Him 

Luke 7:37–39 — And there was a woman in the city who was a sinner; 
and when she learned that He was reclining at the table in the 
Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, 38 and 
standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet 
with her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and 
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kissing His feet and anointing them with the perfume. 39 Now when the 
Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man 
were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this 
woman is who is touching Him, that she is a sinner.”  

Women who led immoral lives – promiscuity, adultery, fornication 
Presumably liable to various diseases 
Despised and detested by the Pharisees – wouldn’t touch them 
Yet here was Jesus, being touched by such a woman! 

3.3 He has dealings with Samaritans 

John 4:7–9 — There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus 
said to her, “Give Me a drink.” 8 For His disciples had gone away into 
the city to buy food. 9 Therefore the Samaritan woman said to Him, 
“How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a 
Samaritan woman?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)  

Samaritans were those who occupied Israel during the exile 
Had to learn something of God’s ways to survive 
But were despised by the Jews and not permitted to rebuild temple 
Jews hated them, would bypass their land rather than go through it  
Had no dealings with them.  “sinners”? 
Yet here is Jesus talking to a Samaritan – and a woman at that! 
One of many dealings He had with them 

So Jesus did associate with and show regard for “sinners” 
In fact I think He preferred to be with them than the Pharisees 
He didn’t come to have dealings with the self-righteous (opposite) 
And since He does not change, He still acts in the same way 

4 What is Jesus like as a Friend? 
The word “friend” can have many shades of meaning – earlier 
Which meaning best fits the friendship Jesus offers sinners? 

4.1 He is not a Facebook “Friend” 

Ne verbs to “friend” and to “unfriend” 
Means little more than making/breaking a connection – a click 
Not necessarily association or affection involved 
Jesus is not a Facebook Friend 

4.2 He is not a “Fair-weather Friend” 

A bit like the disciples when Jesus was arrested 
Friends when the going is good, run away when it gets tough 

 

All these ideas suggest that some “friends” come and go 
“I don’t need a friend who changes when I change and who nods 
when I nod; my shadow does that much better” Plutarch 
Jesus is not a friend in any of these ways 
Then what kind of Friend is Jesus? 

4.3 He is a Friend to those who are Unlovely 

To traitors, to swindlers, extortioners, prostitutes, outcasts, scum 
Good to know, since we all are like this before God – and worse 
All the sins of those Jesus associated with came from their hearts 
All mankind is unlovely at heart – all are sinners – we are no better 
We have robbed God, we have prostituted ourselves with idols 
We have committed treason against God’s kingdom 

Romans 3:23 — for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  

But Jesus offers Himself as the Friend of vile, unlovely Sinners 

4.4 He is a Friend to those in Need 

A friend in need is a friend indeed 
These sinners needed a friend who could help them 
They were in a dire situation 
Cut off from God, cut out of the church 
What is our need for a friend like Jesus?  Just the same! 
Our sins have separated us from God 
They have made us liable to condemnation 
Something has to be done for us if we are to live – we can’t do it 
We are unlovely, helpless, powerless to do anything 
Jesus offers Himself as the Friend in need, able to save sinners 

4.5 He is a Loyal Friend 

First, He identified closely with them, associated with them 
His friendship was costly to His “reputation” with the authorities 
He was even regarded as a “sinner” by the Pharisees 

John 9:24 — So a second time they called the man who had been 
blind, and said to him, “Give glory to God; we know that this man is a 
sinner.”  

He was so frequently among these outcasts, these dregs 
Probably what was behind the name “Friend of Sinners” 
Jesus did not care – did not give up on them 
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He is a Friend who stays closer than a brother 
Proverbs 18:24 — A man of too many friends comes to ruin, But there 
is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.  

4.6 He Is a Loving Friend 

John 15:13–17 — “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay 
down his life for his friends.  

He did more than identify, gave up more than a good reputation 
Jesus paid the only price that would free sinners – His blood 
He is a Friend who loves enough to die for His helpless friends 

4.7 He is the Best Friend Forever 

BFF popular especially with girls, it seems 
Jesus is not a BFF as the world thinks of it. BFFs come and go 
He is the BFF 
Unlike BFFs here on earth, there can be no better friend than Him 
He showed His friendship for us by going to the cross 
And unlike them, He will never let us go – we are His forever! 

Romans 8:38–39 — For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  

4.8 He Offers His Friendship to all who are sinners 

Matthew 11:28–30 — “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest. 29 “Take My yoke upon you and learn 
from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. 30 “For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”  

He is the Friend of Sinners 
He loves the unlovely, died to save them eternally 
Will never let them go 
You don’t have to clean yourself up before you come – you can’t 
But He touches the untouchables, the vile, the lost, and saves them 
And He offers His friendship to you now – will you have Him? 

5 Conclusions 
It is clear that Jesus was rightly called the Friend of Sinners 
Not, though, because He was a sinner Himself 
But He certainly identifies with them, loves them, died for them 
Some applications as we close: 

5.1 For Brothers and Sisters 

1) This is the One Who is your Friend! 
There could be no salvation for you were He not this way 
Vile, corrupt, polluted, unlovely. How grateful we should be! 
 

2) Jesus is our example in all things, not least in this 
Would we be called friends of sinners? 
How do we regard traitors, swindlers, blackmailers, corrupt?  
Julian Assange, Al Capone, Osama Bin Laden? 
Do we have a heart of compassion for politicians? 
Do we pray for their salvation, or loathe & despise them? 
Do we look down on adulterers?  Jesus came to save them 
Do we condemn prostitutes and avoid them? Jesus received them 
Do we despise and revile homosexuals? Do you think Jesus would? 
Would we associate with any of these?   
Or are we more like the Pharisees, seeing them as untouchable? 
They are unclean sinners and we steer clear 
Jesus didn’t! He came to save them, and us among them! 
We need to examine ourselves in the light of this Friend of Sinners! 

5.2 For Unbelievers? 

You are a sinner – that is certain 
But is this Jesus your friend? 
He wasn’t friend to the Pharisees who saw no need of Him 
He wasn’t friend to those who wanted to continue in their sin 
He was concerned for them; they wanted nothing to do with Him 
If they wouldn’t repent, He wouldn’t help them 
He is a friend for those who feel their defilement, want to be clean 
 
You may have hundreds of Facebook Friends 
You may have lots of fair-weather friends – you’ll find out one day 
You may have dozens of BFFs 
You may even have good, close friends here on earth 
But how many of these friends would give up their life for you? 
More - how many would go to hell so you didn’t have to? 
Jesus’ friendship is precious beyond words! 
And He is ready and willing to be your friend now 
He is a friend worth having – leave your sin & come to Him now! 


