
“Free from the Law; Married to Christ”
(Romans 7:1-6)

I.  Introduction.  
A.  Review.  

1.  Paul has told us that in Christ, we have died and are buried.  
a.  Most people fear the day of their death, and they fear it because they don’t know for certain what is waiting on

the other side, though they are aware, at least to some extent, that there is judgment.  
b.  But we have already died.  We died with Christ on the cross.  We died to ourselves and to the world.  
c.  And we were buried with Christ, never to be the same person we were before.  
d.  Our old man has been crucified with Christ.  
e.  Death should no longer frighten us, because for us it is only a change of residence, not a summons to judgment.  
f.  And sin should no longer reign over us, for we have died to it.  

2.  But we were also raised with Christ.  
a.  When He was raised, so were we.  
b.  We were raised to justification:  we were freed from God’s judgment.  
c.  And we were raised to newness of life, never to go back to the way we used to live, but now to live for God.  
d.  We have been freed from sin, now to live for righteousness.  

3.  But though this is true in principle, it doesn’t mean that we won’t have a struggle.  We will.  
a.  Paul tells us again and again not to submit to sin as servants.  Why would he say this unless it was possible, unless

we would be tempted to do so?  
b.  He tells us that we must submit to God and our members as instruments of righteousness, now to serve Him.  He

wouldn’t have said this if there wasn’t a fight to be fought.  
c.  The point is:  even though we have died, been buried, and raised with Christ, that doesn’t put an end to the

struggle.  
d.  It does guarantee the victory; it does guarantee that we will become servants of righteousness, that we will make it

safely to heaven.  
e.  But it doesn’t put an end to the warfare.  

B.  This morning, Paul wants to tell us more about this new relationship with Christ and the difference it should make in our
lives, before he moves on to explain to the Jews how the Law fits into all these things.  
1.  In our passage, he uses the marriage relationship as an example of our relationship to the Law, before and after

Christ.  
2.  Before Christ, we were married to the Law, as a covenant of works, to be saved or condemned by it.  
3.  But after coming to Christ, after dying with Him and being raised to newness of life, we were released from our

bondage to the Law and married to Christ, now to receive all His blessings and benefits, not the least of which is
power over sin and power to live a godly life. 

4.  We are no longer bound by a covenant of works to try and save ourselves by our own good works.  But now Christ
has saved us and works in us so that we can do what God wants us to do.  

II.  Sermon.  
A.  First, Paul uses the marriage relationship to explain the principle he wants to teach us, which is that the Law is only

binding on someone while he is living.  
1.  He writes, “Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), that the law has

jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives” (v. 1)?  
a.  Here, he is speaking to those who know the Law:  to the Jews.  



(i)  Remember that the book of Romans has a very strong Jewish flavor.  
(ii)  Paul was writing to explain to the Jewish believers how salvation has always been by grace through faith, and

not by the works of the Law:  he gave Abraham and David as examples.  
(iii)  Having the Law is good, but only if you keep it.  
(iv)  But no one has or can keep it well enough (perfectly), so it only condemns.  

b.  But he also wants them to know that the Law has its limits.  
(i)  It can command a person only while that person is alive.  
(ii)  When they are dead, it no longer applies.  
(iii)  Does this mean that the Law can’t condemn someone once they’re dead?  

(a)  No.  The Bible says that that Law will judge everyone.  
(b)  And the more they know, the more culpable they will be on the day of judgment.  

(iv)  The Law will still have some power over them, but it can no longer command them once they’re dead.  

2.  To explain this, Paul uses the institution of marriage.  
a.  He writes, “For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she

is released from the law concerning the husband.  So then if, while her husband is living, she is joined to another
man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an
adulteress, though she is joined to another man” (vv. 2-3).  

b.  To understand this, we first need to realize that this is an illustration of a principle and not meant to be a
comprehensive statement regarding divorce and remarriage.  
(i)  Some use this as the primary rule regulating divorce.  
(ii)  On the basis of it, they say every remarriage after divorce constitutes adultery.  
(iii)  But this isn’t what Paul is talking about here.  He is speaking of a woman whose husband dies, who is free to

remarry, and of a woman whose husband is not dead, who marries someone else.  Divorce is not in the
picture.  

(iv)  The woman who marries someone else, while still bound by the law in marriage to her first husband, commits
adultery.  Jesus also told us this was true (Mark 10:12).  

(v)  But the woman whose husband dies is free to marry again, because the marriage she had with her husband
was only valid as long as he was alive.  Paul writes, “A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her
husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord” (1 Cor. 7:39).  

(vi)  The fact that there are other places in Scripture where divorce and remarriage is lawful on other grounds tells
us that Paul was not meaning to limit remarriage only on the grounds of death.  

(vii)  The point here is:  death releases the woman from the law concerning her husband.  She is free from its
condemnation if she should marry another.  

B.  Next, Paul applies this principle to our situation with the Law.  
1.  He is basically saying that when you died with Christ, you also died to the Law as a covenant of works to either

justify or condemn you.  
a.  He writes, “Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, that you

might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit for God” (v. 4).  
b.  Before you died with Christ through faith, you were bound to the law:  It had power over you to justify or

condemn you.  And since all you did was sin, all it did was condemn you.  
c.  But when you came to Christ, you died with Him and with Him to the law.  It no longer has any power over you.

It can’t threaten you.  It can’t condemn you.  
d.  You have died to the Law, that you might be joined to Christ – that He might be your husband and you His bride.  
e.  And now that you are in union with Him, just as the possessions of the husband become those of the wife, so

everything He possesses becomes yours – including His righteousness and His Spirit.  
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2.  But let’s not overlook the reason Paul gives us as to why God did this:  that we might bear fruit for God (v. 4), as
Paul writes in Ephesians 2:10, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works.”  
a.  While we were in the flesh, under the covenant of works, we couldn’t bear this kind of fruit.  We could only sin.  

(i)  Paul writes, “For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at
work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death” (v. 5).  

(ii)  This wasn’t the Law’s fault, but sin, as Paul will show us in verses 7-13.  
(iii)  But the point is that we were helpless to do anything good.  

b.  But when we died with Christ, when we died to the Law and to the covenant of Works, we were set free now to
serve the Lord in the Spirit.  
(i)  Paul writes, “But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so

that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter” (v. 6).  
(ii)  The Spirit is now the motivating force in our hearts, not our sin.  
(iii)  The Law was killing us, but the Spirit gives us life (2 Cor. 3:6).  
(iv)  What the Law could not do (i.e., save us), weak as it was through the flesh, God did through Christ (Rom.

8:3).  

III.  Application.  
A.  The Bible says that you are no longer under a covenant of works, if you are Christ’s here this morning.  

1.  You have died to the Law to be justified or condemned.  
a.  You no longer need to save yourself:  Christ has done that.  
b.  The Law can’t condemn you, because Christ has justified you.  
c.  You are married to Him.  His righteousness is yours, as well as all the blessings of heaven.  

2.  And because you have the Spirit of God within you, now you can bear good fruit – you can do the things the Lord
has called you to do.  
a.  Now you can keep the Law:  You can love God and your neighbor; not perfectly, but from the heart.  
b.  Now you can shine with the light of righteousness in this dark world.  
c.  And so by His grace, let us shine as brightly as we can.  

B.  But realize this morning that if you are outside of Christ, you are still married to the Law.  
1.  You are under the principle of works to be justified:  you must be perfect.  
2.  But you’re already not perfect, because of Adam’s sins and your own; you’re already condemned.  
3.  The Law holds you accountable for every sin you have every committed and it will condemn you on the day of

Judgment, unless you repent and turn to Christ.  
4.  And so come to Him now; by faith be united with Him – die with Him, be raised with Him to newness of life and

enter into the blessings of eternal life.  Amen.  
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