
 

“Forgive Us as We Forgive Others” 
(Matthew 6:12, 14-15) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we began the section of the Lord’s Prayer that deals with our needs.   
a.  The first three petitions were directed towards God’s glory, but would still benefit us 

if fulfilled.   
(i)  What a blessing if everyone feared the Lord.   
(ii)  If God’s kingdom came in power now, destroyed Satan’s kingdom, advanced 

righteousness, peace and love in this world.   
(iii)  If our assurance was strengthened.   
(iv)  If all the elect were gathered in.   
(v)  If Christ came again to set up His eternal kingdom.   
(vi)  These things are for God’s glory, but whatever advances His interests also 

advances ours, if we are His.   
 
b.  The next petitions are aimed at our needs, but should be prayed for God’s glory as 

well.   
(i)  We saw this in Psalm 5.   

(a)  If God saves His enemies.   
(b)  If He destroys them.   
(c)  If He fulfills His promises.   
(d)  It is for His own glory.   
(e)  That is what we should pray for.   

 
(ii)  We don’t live or exist for our own glory or pleasure, but for God’s.   
(iii)  Therefore, whatever we ask should have Him in mind.   
 

2.  How does this help us understand the petition “give us this day our daily bread?”   
a.  In it, we ask God for our daily needs.   

(i)  Food, clothing and shelter.   
(ii)  On a daily basis.  Why?   
(iii)  To show our indebtedness and gratitude to God for His mercies.   
 

b.  We look to God to enjoy these things, again showing our dependence.   
c.  We ask Him for our spiritual needs, spiritual bread, as we did this morning, showing 

our absolute dependence on Him for all our good.   
d.  God is the source of all our needs – physical and spiritual.   
e.  His glory is behind this, and He should receive all the honor for it.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we come to another very important request:  “Forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debtors.”   
a.  This is important for us personally:   

(i)  Our debts are our sins.   
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(ii)  Without forgiveness, we’re lost.   
 

b.  It’s important for us corporately:  we must be able to forgive others.   
(i)  One of the greatest reproaches to the church today is its divisions.   
(ii)  The Bible says there’s one church, one body of Christ.   
(iii)  The church’s largest problem is denominationalism.   

(a)  We’re divided by doctrine.   
(b)  We’re divided by practice.   
(c)  We’re divided by culture, nationality, tradition.   
(d)  Sadly, we’re even divided by irreconcilability.   
(e)  E.g., Luther and Zwingli, BPC and OPC.   
 

(iv)  There must be many congregations because we’re too big and too far apart to 
meet together.   

(v)  But at the same time, these congregations should be unified.   
(a)  The Spirit made sure the early church was unified by not coming in power 

unless there was an apostle present.   
(b)  The apostles worked hard to keep a common doctrine and mutual care 

between churches.   
(c)  They also worked hard at reconciling differences.   
(d)  The Lord calls us to unity.   
(e)  But today we are not one.   
 

2.  There are many causes for this:  but one is the unwillingness to forgive.   
a.  God forgives us in Christ:  this is how we enter the body.   
b.  Being able to forgive others is how we maintain the unity of the body and show 

ourselves to be Christians.   
c.  This is what we’ll be looking at tonight:   

(i)  First, Jesus teaches us to pray for the forgiveness of our sins.   
(ii)  Second, He reminds us at the same time that God will only forgive us in the 

same way we forgive others.   
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Jesus teaches us to ask for the forgiveness of our own sins.  He says when you pray, 
say, “Forgive us our debts.”   
1.  First, this lays to rest the question of whether it’s possible for Christians not to sin.   

a.  There are those who believe in perfectionism:  that it’s possible to reach a state of 
sinlessness.   
(i)  Some cults believe this.   
(ii)  Certain Christians, such as John Wesley believed this.   
(iii)  But is it possible?   
 

b.  What does the Scripture say?   
(i)  He writes, “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. . . .  If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and 
His word is not in us” (1 John 1:8, 10).   

(ii)  We still have indwelling sin.   
(iii)  It permeates all we do.   
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(iv)  It tempts us to do what God says not to do.   
(v)  It holds us back so that we don’t do what God tells us to do.   
(vi)  We have plenty of sin.   

(a)  We’d be worse without the Spirit’s work.   
(b)  But even with it, we still sin, everyday, in thought, word and deed.   

 
2.  Second, it also settles the question as to whether or not the Lord wants us to confess our 

sins.   
a.  There are those who say we don’t need to confess our sins.   

(i)  Christ has forgive us anyway.   
(ii)  If even one sin is left unforgiven, we would be lost:  how then could we be 

saved?   
(iii)  If Christ has taken them all away, why confess them?   
 

b.  Jesus tells us that we must pray “forgive us our debts.”   
(i)  These are our debts to God’s justice.   
(ii)  John tells us that we must confess them to receive forgiveness:  “If we confess 

our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).   

(iii)  If we forget to confess one, are we lost?  No.   
(iv)  Sadly, we’re not aware of all the sins we commit; we couldn’t confess them all 

if we wanted to.   
(v)  It is the nature of a Christian to ask forgiveness.   

(i)  Of those sins we’re aware of.   
(ii)  Of particular sins, particularly.   
(iii)  Of sin in general where we’re not aware of particular sins.   
(iv)  If we are confessing our sins, we are Christians.   
(v)  If we deny we have sin, John says we are unconverted.   

 
3.  Third, this reminds us how indebted we are to God’s mercy for our salvation, both 

initially and continually.   
a.  Our sins are what would have condemned us; but there is forgiveness.   
b.  But having come to Christ, we still need to ask for it.   

(i)  This reminds us our daily need of the Lord’s mercy.   
(ii)  If we are confessing our sins, He is forgiving our sins and cleansing us from all 

unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).   
 

4.  But fourth, we must do this not only privately, but corporately as well.   
a.  The Lord’s Prayer teaches us to pray corporately:  our Father, give us . . . our daily 

bread, forgive us as we forgive.   
b.  We are all members of one body.   

(i)  What affects one will affect us all to some degree.   
(ii)  If we care about ourselves, and others as ourselves, we must be concerned that 

we all walk in the path of blessing.   
(iii)  We wouldn’t rest easy if we were living in sin.   
(iv)  How can we do so when one of our brothers or sisters is?   
(v)  We need to pray that each would seek and receive forgiveness and not abandon 

each other.   
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B.  All of this is clear enough, but now Jesus says something that is one of the hardest sayings 
in all of the Bible.  It’s the way in which, or the reason for which, we are asking God to 
forgive us.  He tells us to pray that God would forgive us in the same way that, or because, 
we have forgiven others, “Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.”   
1.  The word “as” can be understood two ways here.   

a.  “In the same way”:  meaning that we are to ask God to forgive us in the same way 
we forgive others.   

b.  Or “because”:  meaning that we are to ask God to forgive us on the basis of our 
forgiving others.  Jesus states it this way more clearly in the parallel passage in Luke 
11:4, “And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves also forgive everyone who is 
indebted to us.”   

c.  Either way makes little difference.  The bottom line is that if we are to receive 
forgiveness from God, we must be willing to forgive.   

d.  We all rejoice in the prospect of God’s completely cleansing us from all of our guilt 
and giving us a record free from all sin and filled with all righteousness.   

e.  But how many of us want God to forgive us as we forgive others?   
f.  Jesus tells us this is how God will deal with us.   
 

2.  We must be willing to forgive others.   
a.  Jesus doesn’t leave us with any other option.  He makes it perfectly clear that God 

will treat us in the same way we treat others.   
b.  Notice that this is so important to Christ, that He takes the time to explain it more 

fully at the end of this prayer.   
(i)  He says, “For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father 

will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not 
forgive your transgressions” (vv. 14-15).   

(ii)  These words really don’t register in the minds and hearts of many professing 
Christians today.   

(iii)  If they did, we wouldn’t have all of the schism and divisions that we do.   
(iv)  But these words are so sobering that we must pay careful attention to them.  

Jesus says here that if we are unwilling to forgive those who sin against us, God 
will also be unwilling to forgive our sins.  Furthermore, Jesus doesn’t say that 
these sins even need to be committed against us, but if we are unwilling to forgive 
anyone of anything they have done against anyone else, God will not forgive us!   

 
c.  Understand how serious this is:  Jesus is not talking about some kind of forgiveness 

for some kind of sin which only cuts off our fellowship with the Father for a time 
while on earth; He is talking about the saving forgiveness of our sins, without which 
we will perish eternally.  What could be more serious than this?   

d.  Does Jesus mean here that we are saved by our works, at least the work of forgiving 
others?   
(i)  No.  What He is saying is that if we have experienced the grace of God in our 

own hearts, our lives will be so changed that we will freely forgive others of their 
sins against us and others, if they repent, and we will stand ready to forgive them 
if they don’t.   

(ii)  To see this more clearly, let me read to you the parable that Jesus told Peter, 
when Peter asked Him how forgiving he should be towards his brother.  Was 
seven times enough?   
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(iii)  “Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy 
times seven.  For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a certain 
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.  And when he had begun to 
settle them, there was brought to him one who owed him ten thousand talents.  
But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, 
along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made.  
The slave therefore falling down, prostrated himself before him, saying, “Have 
patience with me, and I will repay you everything.”  And the lord of that slave felt 
compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.   But that slave went out 
and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he 
seized him and began to choke him, saying, “Pay back what you owe.”  So his 
fellow slave fell down and began to entreat him, saying,  “Have patience with me 
and I will repay you.”  He was unwilling however, but went and threw him in 
prison until he should pay back what was owed.  So when his fellow slaves saw 
what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord 
all that had happened.  Then summoning him, his lord said to him, “You wicked 
slave, I forgave you all that debt because you entreated me.  Should you not also 
have had mercy on your fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you?”  And his lord, 
moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that 
was owed him.  So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does 
not forgive his brother from your heart’” (Matt. 18:22-35).   

(iv)  Jesus said this to Peter, and He was speaking to His disciples in our passage.  
Was this only a danger to them then, and not to us now?  No.  This warning 
applies to all of us.  If we are not willing to forgive others their sins against us, 
God will not forgive us.  He will hand us over to the torturers, which means He 
will throw us into hell, until we have paid the last cent, which we will never be 
able to do.  Jesus says to us, “So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each 
of you does not forgive his brother from your heart” (v. 35).   

(v)  If you don’t forgive others, then God has not forgiven you.   
(a)  You have not experienced the grace of God.   
(b)  If you had, if you understood how great your sins were against Him, and how 

much He has forgiven you, you wouldn’t be able or willing to hold grudges 
against anyone else.   

(c)  If a man graciously forgives you for a $10 million debt, how could you refuse 
to forgive someone who owed you $5000?   

(d)  Even so, if God forgave you an infinite amount of sin, how can you refuse to 
forgive someone for committing something infinitely less against you?   

 
e.  This doesn’t mean that the true Christian won’t have any struggles in forgiving.   

(i)  Sometimes the things people do against us are very cruel.   
(ii)  Sometimes it’s hard to forgive them.   
(iii)  But if we have God’s grace at all, if His Spirit is in our hearts at all, we will 

forgive them.  We will not remain embittered.   
(iv)  And even if they never ask for our forgiveness, we will still stand ready to 

forgive them, and we will truly desire to see them repent.   
 

f.  And so look in your heart:  Are you holding a grudge against anyone here this 
evening?   
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(i)  Are you harboring bitterness against anyone?   
(ii)  Against your husband or wife, your children, your father or mother; against your 

brother or sister, in the Lord or without; against your neighbor, your employer, 
your fellow-worker?   

(iii)  Are you holding a grudge against anyone in the world, whether he or she is a 
Christian or not?   

(iv)  You had better see to it now.  God does not give you the option to hold any 
bitterness against anyone.   

(v)  Forgive, or you will not be forgiven.   
(vi)  Draw near to them in your heart.  If you are not able to do this, then you have 

not forgiven them.   
 

3.  But how can we forgive?  Where does the strength come from?   
a.  It can only come from Christ.  It can only come from His love.   

(i)  The greatest evidence that you are born again from above is love, God’s love.  It 
is a supernatural love which comes from the Spirit of God.   

(ii)  Paul writes, “The fruit of the Spirit is love” (Gal. 5:22), and he writes, “For in 
Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith 
working through love” (v. 6).   

 
b.  If you have this love in your heart, then you are truly born again from above.  If you 

have this love in your heart, then you can truly forgive as Christ calls you to do.   
c.  The only reason bitterness and unforgiveness exist in any heart is because there is no 

love, or because the love which is there has grown cold.   
(i)  Love covers over sins (1 Peter 4:8).   
(ii)  Love “is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered . . . bears all 

things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things” (1 Cor. 13:5, 7).   
 

d.  When love fades, when the affections die out, then all of the flaws and failures of our 
brethren stand out.  But when you love someone, it hides all their faults.   
(i)  When you are strongly in love with your spouse or with your children, you can’t 

find anything wrong with them.  But when that love dies, you can’t find anything 
right.   

(ii)  Peter says, “Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love 
covers a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8).   

 
e.  Has your love grown cold?   

(i)  Do you find yourself being critical of others?   
(ii)  Are you unable or unwilling to forgive the sins of your brethren?   
(iii)  Jesus, by His blood, has bought the gift of the Spirit.  He can give you a new 

heart so that you can love.   
(iv)  He can also renew your cold heart, so that you may love again.   
(v)  Whatever your need, Christ is the answer.  Don’t resist His Word; don’t excuse 

your bitterness or hatred.   
(vi)  Be filled with Christ’s love, and love and forgive others.   
(vii)  It is the only way that you may glorify God, and the best way for you to know 

that you are loved by the heavenly Father.  Amen.   


