
 

“For Yours Is the Kingdom, Power and Glory” 
(Matthew 6:13) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  After having looked at this simple and yet profoundly rich prayer, we now 
come to the concluding words which Jesus taught His disciples.  But before we begin, I 
would just say a word regarding a problem with the text.  The only reason I bring it up at 
all is because if you happen to be using the NIV translation, you will find that this part of 
the verse we are looking at this morning is not in your Bible at all.  The reason it is not 
there is that the earliest MSS which are still known to exist don’t contain these words.  
Now this doesn’t mean that they are not original.  It may be that the original Gospel had 
these words, but they were later dropped due to some oversight.  We don’t know for sure.  
But we do know that these words contain biblical truth, and there is no doubt that what 
they tell us is something we will want to practice, if we are to pray in a way that is 
honoring to the Lord.  Actually, they call us to do something in our prayers that most of 
us probably never even think of.  Even the familiar acrostic for prayer, ACTS, where the 
A stands for adoration, the C for confession, the T for thanksgiving, and the S for 
supplication, doesn’t contain it.  What Jesus would add to these elements this morning is 
R for reasons, or another A for arguments.  He teaches us that  
 
  When we have finished praying for the things we should pray for, we are to 
enforce the things we have just asked for with arguments.   
 
I.  Now first, I would like for you to notice what Jesus does not say are good reasons 

why the Father should answer our prayers.  Notice that there is no reference to 
anything which has to do with us.   
A.  When we are finished praying and laying our request before God, we should ask 

ourselves the question, “Why should the Lord answer these prayers?”   
1.  Why do you think He should answer your prayers?   

a.  Why should He answer your prayer for the forgiveness of your sins?  Is it 
because you deserve that forgiveness?  Is it because you are not as bad as 
others?   

b.  Why should He answer your prayer for the salvation of your family members 
or other people you want Him to save?  Is it because you have been serving 
Him so faithfully in the responsibilities He has given you in His kingdom?  Is 
it because you have been trying very hard to do what He wants you to do, and 
you think that because you have done so He should answer your prayer?   

c.  Why should the Father answer your prayer to heal your wife or husband, or 
children, or neighbors, or your brethren in Christ?  Is it because He loves you 
and knows how special they are to you, therefore they are special to Him?  Or 
is it because, in the case of other Christians, they have been such faithful 
servants to the Lord, that it seems obvious that the Lord should grant them 
this mercy?  Or is it because you would do so if you had the power, therefore 
God should do the same thing?   

d.  Now I am being facetious.  But if you will stop and think for a moment about 
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why it is that you expect God to answer the prayers that you pray, you will 
probably find that your reasons all center around yourself or around the one 
for whom you are praying:  either you think that you deserve to have God 
answer your prayers, or the person you are praying for deserves it.  Haven’t 
we also at times bargained with God, promising Him that we will do 
something great for Him, if He will help us now?  Yes, we have.  But we 
need to learn from this part of Christ’s prayer, that our own good works, or 
that of our brethren, are not good enough to motivate God to do anything.   

e.  Even Paul, when asking the saints in Rome to pray for his deliverance from 
prison, did not ask them to do so because he deserved it.  He wrote, “Now I 
urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to 
strive together with me in your prayers to God for me, that I may be delivered 
from those who are disobedient in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem 
may prove acceptable to the saints” (Rom. 15:30-31).  He did not appeal to 
his own worthiness.  He was not worthy.   

f.  Daniel, when fasting and praying for his people in Babylon, said to the Lord, 
“So now, our God, listen to the prayer of Thy servant and to his 
supplications, and for Thy sake, O Lord, let Thy face shine on Thy desolate 
sanctuary.  O my God, incline Thine ear and hear!  Open Thine eyes and see 
our desolations and the city which is called by Thy name; for we are not 
presenting our supplications before Thee on account of any merits of our 
own, but on account of Thy great compassion.  O Lord, hear!  O Lord, 
forgive!  O Lord, listen and take action!  For Thine own sake, O my God, do 
not delay, because Thy city and Thy people are called by Thy name” (Dan. 
9:17-19).  Not only did Daniel not make any reference to his own worthiness, 
he even specifically told God that it was not because of anything he or any of 
his brethren had done.   

 
2.  If you think that God should answer your prayers for any reason which is in you, 

then you are relying on the wrong reasons.   
a.  There is nothing in you that is worthy that God should answer your prayers.   
b.  There is nothing worthy in anyone else that God should answer your prayers 

on their behalf.   
c.  Everything that we receive from Him is only an act of grace, and grace, by 

definition, is kindness shown to those who not only do not deserve it, but also 
deserve its opposite.   

 
3.  Now I bring this up, not to try to be mean, or to destroy your self-esteem, but 

rather to show you the truth.   
a.  If you have a self-esteem which is based upon your own goodness or 

worthiness, then it needs to be torn down anyway.  Whoever thinks that he is 
acceptible to God by himself, even apart from Christ, or has done anything 
truly praiseworthy in His sight, is sadly mistaken.  No one living today is 
acceptible to God apart from Christ.  No one can do even the simplest good 
work without polluting it with his sin.  If this was possible, then a person 
might feasibly come to Christ in his own strength.  But the Lord Jesus tells us 
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that “the flesh profits nothing” (John 6:63), and when He says nothing, He 
means nothing.  There is no profit in anything we do in the flesh, apart from 
Christ.  The only thing we merit is demerit.  Our best works deserve hell.  
And until we realize this, we will not be in a position to receive the grace of 
God.  No one receives the gift of eternal life until he is first humbled and 
emptied of himself.  Peter writes, “God is opposed to the proud, but gives 
grace to the humble” (1 Pet. 5:5).    

b.  Now the same thing is true with regard to prayer.  If we expect to receive 
anything from God, we must humble ourselves, cast away our own 
worthiness and plead for His mercy.  Prayer is a mercy.  Answers to prayer 
are mercies.  Mercy, as it was with grace, cannot be demanded, because by 
definition mercy is something given to someone which they don’t deserve.  
Demand something from God on the basis of your own worth and you are 
virtually certain never to receive it, including and especially salvation.   

 
II.  But saying that there is no reason in us why God should answer our prayers is 

not to say that there is no reason why He should answer them.  The reason is not 
found in us, but in God.  Jesus teaches us to pray, “For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.”   
A.  Why should God answer the prayer which Jesus teaches us here, in the Lord’s 

Prayer, to pray?   
1.  Why should He cause people to treat His name as holy?  Why should He bring 

His kingdom in power on earth, so that His commands would be followed by 
those on earth as they are by those in heaven?  Why should God provide for our 
daily needs and give us the strength and health to make the best use of these 
things?  Why should He forgive our sins?  Why should He keep us from 
temptation and deliver us from all evil?   

2.  The answer can only be that it is God’s good pleasure to do so.   
 

B.  Jesus says the first reason is because, “Thine is the kingdom.”  God should do 
these things because He alone has the authority to do them.   
1.  God is the One who made all things, He is the One who owns them, and 

therefore He alone has the authority to sovereignly rule over them.   
2.  Why should God answer our prayer that all men would reverence His name?   

a.  He should because He is the great King, and it is only right that all men 
should bow their knees to Him.   

b.  The Lord tells us in His Word that one day all men will, in fact, do this.  
They will bow their knees to His Son, the One whom He has exalted and 
placed in authority over them and every name that is named.   

c.  And when they bow their knee to Christ, they will also be bowing their knees 
to God.   

 
3.  Why should God make all men on earth submit to His commands, as the saints 

and angels do in heaven?   
a.  It is because it is right that they should.  God is the great King, and He has 

the right to require perfect obedience of all men everywhere.   
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b.  Now it is true that this prayer will never be answered in such a way that 
everyone who has ever lived will obey.  There will be those who will resist 
the Lord their whole lives and ultimately be cast into hell.   

c.  But by God’s mercy, a day is coming in which all whom the Lord has chosen 
will live together forever in a new world of perfect righteousness, and there 
they will forever serve the Lord perfectly on earth, as He is served in heaven.   

 
4.  Why should God provide for our needs?   

a.  He should because, being our King, He has bound Himself to provide for us, 
in the same way a king provides for his subjects.   

b.  A king is to be as a father to his children.  He is to provide for them as a 
father does for his child.   

c.  God is our King, and God is our Father, and He has been pleased to promise 
us that He will provide for us.  Has He failed to do so for any of you?  I don’t 
think so.    

 
5.  Why should God forgive our sins?   

a.  Remember, since God is the great King and sovereign over all men, all our 
sins are committed against Him.  He alone therefore has the authority to 
forgive them.   

b.  But why should He forgive them?  The only reason is that God, being in 
control of all things, was pleased to send His Son into the world to remove 
the sins of His people.  And because He has, He now has a just ground for 
taking them away, and that ground is the death of Christ.   

c.  This is why if we would receive forgiveness, we must plead this ground, the 
only reason why He should, the atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 
6.  But lastly, why should the Lord deliver us from evil?   

a.  It is again because God, who alone has authority over these things, has 
promised that He would.   

b.  His victory over the devil in Christ has assured that we will forever be 
delivered from all evil, especially the power of the evil one.   

c.  And now the Lord will do for the glory of His name and for the establishing 
of His kingdom.   

 
C.  But there are yet other reasons Jesus gives here to plead.  Jesus also says, “For 

Thine is the power.”   
1.  What good would it be for God to possess authority as the King of all creation, 

and yet not have that which is necessary to enforce that authority, namely 
power?  It wouldn’t do Him, or us, much good at all.   

2.  But God does have power, infinite power!  Therefore, what He is pleased to 
command, He also has the power to perform.   
a.  He alone has the power to cause all men to reverence His holy name.   
b.  He alone has the power to make all men submit to His will.  We will see this 

evening that He exercises this power in the elect by sovereignly changing 
their hearts, making them willing to do so.   
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c.  God alone has the power to provide for our daily needs.   
d.  And He alone has the power to overcome the evil one.  He has done so 

through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is why He now can offer to us 
the victory through faith in His name.   

e.  But this is also why Jesus tells us, when we pray, we must use God’s infinite 
power as the basis upon which we are to ask these things.   

_____________________ 
D.  The last reason Jesus gives is, “For Thine is the glory.”   

1.  The last reason we should pray to the Father for these things is because He has 
chosen to glorify His name through the answer to these prayers.   

2.  God has told us to ask for these things.  These are the things which bring glory 
to Him.  His glory is the reason why He made all things in the first place, as we 
saw last week.  Therefore, the Lord will answer these prayers because these 
things give Him glory.   
a.  God’s name is glorified when men treat it as holy.  It doesn’t honor Him 

when men use it as a common swear word.   
b.  God is glorifies when all men do what He commands, not when they disobey.   
c.  God’s kindness and benevolence, even to His enemies, is revealed, and He is 

glorified by it, when He provides food for His creatures.   
d.  He is especially glorified in revealing His justice in the forgiving of our sins, 

for He took His justice so seriously, He had to put His Son through the cruel 
death of the cross, before He could forgive anyone of their sins.   

e.  And God is glorified in revealing His victory over the evil one by delivering 
us from our temptations and sins even now, which is a shadow of His full 
victory over him on the day of His righteous judgment and wrath.   

 
3.  Now, when we enforce our prayers with God’s kingship, His power and His 

glory in mind, we are giving the only reasons why God would answer our 
prayers in the first place.   
a.  God will not hear if we pray only with our own well-being and glory in mind.  

These things considered by themselves are selfish motives.   
b.  But when we pray with God’s glory in mind, with the establishing of His 

kingdom, and the display of His power and glory in mind, so that others 
would fear and glorify Him, then we are praying with the right motives.   

c.  The fact that Jesus begins this prayer with God’s glory and ends with the 
same shows us that this needs to be the foremost in our minds, and especially 
in our hearts, when we pray.   

 
4.  But there is one last thing here.  Jesus also teaches us to say “amen” at the end 

of our prayers.   
a.  It is used to strongly affirm something that is said.  When Jesus says 

something He considers to be especially important, He begins, “Amen [or 
truly] I say to you” (Matt. 5:18).  It is used at the end of a doxology to say, 
“This is indeed true.”  Paul writes, “For from Him and through Him and to 
Him are all things.  To Him be the glory forever.  Amen” (Rom. 11:36).  And 
it is used at the end of prayers to say this is the way it should be, or let it be 
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so.   
b.  When we say the Amen, whether it is at the end of a prayer, or at the end of a 

psalm or hymn of praise, we are saying that this is our desire, this is the way 
it should be, or let it be so!   

c.  Jesus here teaches us to pray for the things which we have seen, based upon 
God, His authority, His power and His glory, and to strengthen the prayer 
even more, to end our prayers with a strong affirmation that it is really in our 
hearts that these things would come to pass.   

d.   
 
g.  The same thing holds true with respect to answers to prayer as it does in 

regard to salvation.  “So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the 
man who runs, but on God who has mercy” (Rom. 9:16).   

 


