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 Reference: PSALM 136 

 Church: GRACE Date: 11/21/12 

Give Thanks to the Lord - Psalm 136 
Purpose: To stimulate heartfelt thanksgiving 

1 Introduction 
Some are giving thanks on Facebook – one thing per day 
Certainly a useful discipline – can take things for granted 
But like “day of evangelism”, “Pastor appreciation month” 
Should be thankful always 

2 Give thanks to the Lord 
OT saints were everywhere encouraged to be thankful  
One refrain occurs again and again: 
Give thanks to the Lord, For He is Good 
For His Lovingkindness is Everlasting 

1 Chronicles 16:34,  
2 Chronicles 5:13, 7:3, 7:6,  - Temple Worship 
Psalm 100:5, 103:17, 106:1, 107:1,  
Psalm 118:1, 2, 3, 4 – everyone is involved: (Israel, Aaron, those who 

fear the Lord), also vs 29 
Psalm 138:8 
2 Chronicles 20:21 - Battle song 
Jeremiah 33:11 – it will be heard again! 

 
It must be an important theme to feature so prominently! 

Theme song of OT Divine worship! 
And then there is Psalm 136 which we will consider today 
This phrase is used over and over again 
The Facebook of the Psalmist! 
Focuses on this refrain and opens it up for us 
I want us to own this Psalm today – take it as ours - take it 

home and meditate on it - READ 
Look at the key refrain 
Why give thanks to the Lord 

3 Why Should We Give Thanks to the Lord? 
We are to give thanks to God because He is good 
Pastor Bryant has said before –  

Suppose God had all His power, knowledge, other infinite 

attributes but was not good - What would He be like? 
But He is good! He is moral perfection  
All His actions are permeated and conditioned by this 
And therefore we should thank Him 

4 How Do We Know God is Good? 
Psalmist tells us we see it in His everlasting lovingkindness 
The word means mercy, kindness, love, especially steadfast 

love 
Pause to think of each of those - Don’t rush them off your lips 
God is merciful – not giving us what we deserve 
He is kind – doing good to all 
His love is steadfast and unmovable 
Has to be – He does not change (Sunday evening recently) 
 
How do we know He is a God of steadfast love? 
The Psalmist tells us – He alone does great wonders (vs 4) 

4.1 We see His Lovingkindness in Creation – Ps 
136:5-9 

We see Him in His creation 
His character is revealed there – eternal power, divine nature 
His great wonders 
His love, giving so many things to enjoy, delight in (OZ, NZ) 
Dick and Leta’s new grand-daughter 

4.2 We see His Lovingkindness in Redemption – Ps 
136:10-16 

Analogy: Israel (slave to Egypt) and us (slaves to Satan) 
But He overthrew Satan (v 15 - here is the cross!) - Jesus given 

as our ransom 
He brought us out of darkness and into light 
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4.3 We see His Lovingkindness in Protection and 
Preservation – Ps 136:17-20 

Sihon and Og.   
They stand for all the forces that may seek to harm God’s Elect 

4.4 We see His Lovingkindness in Our Inheritance – 
Ps 136:21-22 

We have a hope set before us 
An inheritance that is ready to receive us 

4.5 We see His Lovingkindness in His Provision For 
Us – Ps 136:25 

He provides for our bodies as well as our souls 

5 How Long Will this Lovingkindness of God Last? 
It is everlasting - no beginning, no end 
Child of God, when did this love of God toward you begin? 
When will it end? 
Loved with everlasting love 
Led by grace that love to know 
Who, or what, can sever it? 

6 Conclusion - Give Thanks to the Lord! 
Verse 23-24 
He remembered us in our low estate 
He rescued us from our adversaries 
He alone is like this – there is no-one else! 
Verse 26 
We have enough material here to thank Him eternally 
He is worthy of it 
“Well that is the OT - what about the NT?” 
We are urged to be constantly thankful: 
1 Thessalonians 5:18 — in everything give thanks; for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  
 
Let’s thank Him now! 

 


