
“Faith:  The Key to Answered Prayer” 

(Mark 11:12-14, 20-26) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last time we saw  

a.  Jesus enter the city/Triumphal entry.   

b.  He had presented Himself as Israel’s King,  

c.  The fulfillment of all God’s promises to her.   

d.  Because it was late, He had departed to Bethany.    

 

2.  Now as He was returning to Jerusalem,  

a.  He became hungry.   

b.  He saw a fig tree  

(i)  And went to see if it had any fruit,  

(ii)  But all He found were leaves.  

(iii)  It wasn’t the season for figs.   

(iv)  And so Jesus cursed the tree.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  As they passed by the tree the next morning  

a.  Peter noticed it had withered  

b.  And pointed it out to Jesus.   

c.  Jesus turned it into a lesson on prayer:   

(i)  “If you have faith,  

(ii)  You will not only do this, but move mountains.   

(iii)  Ask anything believing, and God will give it.”   

 

2.  This morning, we see three things:   

a.  A reminder that as a believer, you will bear fruit.   

b.  A promise that if you ask anything in faith, He will give it to you.   

c.  And a condition that your requests must be accompanied by a forgiving heart.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, a reminder:  as a believer, you will bear fruit.   

1.  The cursing of the fig tree may seem random, but it isn’t.   

a.  Jesus came knowing it wasn’t the season for fruit.   

(i)  This wasn’t an accident.   

(ii)  So why did He come looking for fruit  

(iii)  And why did He curse the tree?   

(iv)  Was it just to give His disciples  

(v)  A lesson in prayer?   
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b.  Perhaps this passage in Luke will explain:  “And He began telling this 

parable:  ‘A man had a fig tree which had been planted in his vineyard; and 

he came looking for fruit on it and did not find any.  And he said to the 

vineyard-keeper, “Behold, for three years I have come looking for fruit on 

this fig tree without finding any.  Cut it down!  Why does it even use up the 

ground?”  And he answered and said to him, “Let it alone, sir, for this year 

too, until I dig around it and put in fertilizer; and if it bears fruit next year, 

fine; but if not, cut it down”’” (Luke 13:6-9).   

(i)  The fig tree was a picture of Israel.   

(a)  The Lord did all He could to provide what it needed to bear fruit:   

(b)  He gave them His Word, His worship,  

(c)  His sacraments, His Spirit,  

(d)  His Law and ordinances,  

(e)  All of which were meant to make them fruitful.   

(f)  But for the most part, their hearts remained hard,  

(g)  And their lives fruitless.   

 

(ii)  Our Lord will shortly warn them through the parable of the Vineyard  

(a)  Since they wouldn’t repent, trust Him and do His works,  

(b)  Since they were about to reject Him,  

(c)  The Lord was about to bring His judgment on them.   

 

2.  This serves as a reminder:   

a.  That though you may profess faith in Christ,  

(i)  If your life doesn’t show the reality –  

(a)  If you’re not bearing the fruits of righteousness,  

(b)  If your mina isn’t at least making interest,  

(c)  Then you’re not a genuine believer.   

(d)  You can’t have the Spirit in your heart  

(e)  And not be changed from the inside out.   

 

(ii)  And if you’re not a true believer,  

(a)  You will end up being cursed  

(b)  Just as the slave who hid his mina  

(c)  And the enemies who would not submit to Him.   

 

b.  Make sure you’re not a believer by profession only.   

(i)  Make sure you’re turning from all your sins,  

(ii)  Trusting Jesus alone,  

(iii)  And working by the power of His Spirit  

(iv)  To produce the fruit He desires in your life.   

 

B.  Second, a promise:  if you ask anything in faith, He will give it to you.   

1.  If you are a believer – evidenced by the fact your life is bearing fruit –  

a.  Here is a promise:  If you ask anything believing  

(i)  He will give it to you.   
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(ii)  Not only will you do what was done to the fig tree  

(iii)  But you will do much greater things.   

 

b.  Does Jesus really mean this?   

(i)  Yes!   

(ii)  Does this apply to you?  Yes!   

(iii)  Does this mean  

(a)  If you ask for a billion dollars  

(b)  And believe strongly enough  

(c)  He will give it to you?   

(d)  Not necessarily!   

(1)  This principle has been twisted by some  

(2)  To mean you can ask for anything  

(3)  And expect to receive it  

(4)  If you have enough faith.   

 

c.  The Lord makes it clear in other Scriptures 

(i)  That something else must be true:   

(ii)  You must not only ask in faith,  

(iii)  What you ask for must be God’s will.   

(iv)  John writes, “This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if 

we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that 

He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which 

we have asked from Him” (1 John 5:14-15).   

 

d.  How can you ask for something  

(i)  And know God will give it to you?   

(ii)  If He has promised to give it, He will.   

 

2.  If you’re a believer, the Lord has made you many promises,  

a.  Do you know what they are?   

(i)  I can’t think of a better reason  

(ii)  To read your Bible than this.   

 

b.  Do you believe He will give them to you?   

(i)  All you have to do is ask,  

(ii)  And believe He is true to His Word,  

(iii)  And He will give you whatever you need –  

(a)  Everything having to do with life,  

(b)  And godliness:   

(1)  He will open His Word to you,  

(2)  Give you His Spirit,  

(3)  Guide you,  

(4)  Make you useful.   

(5)  All you have to do is ask!   
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c.  Jesus said to His disciples, “Until now you have asked for nothing in My 

name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made full” (John 

16:24).   

(i)  He says the same to you this morning.   

(ii)  Knowing how great our needs are  

(iii)  And our desire to be useful to Him,  

(iv)  Let’s come often to His throne  

(v)  And ask for the things He has promised  

(vi)  Through His Son, Jesus Christ.   

 

C.  Finally, Jesus gives a condition:  You must be willing to forgive.  “Whenever you 

stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father 

who is in heaven will also forgive you your transgressions.  But if you do not 

forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your transgressions” (vv. 

25-26).   

1.  What does He mean?   

a.  The second verse is the key:   

(i)  How can you pray knowing He will answer?   

(ii)  Because He has promised.   

(iii)  But also because you forgive.   

(iv)  What does forgiveness have to do with it?   

 

b.  Those who forgive show they are God’s children/like His Son Jesus.   

(i)  When Jesus was on the cross  

(a)  He prayed the Father might forgive  

(b)  Those who crucified Him.   

 

(ii)  If you are a believer  

(a)  You will have this same heart.   

(b)  When you pray, you will forgive.   

(1)  If you are at odds with someone –  

(2)  Especially a brother or sister in Christ –  

(3)  You’ll be grieved,  

(4)  You’ll want to be reconciled to them.   

(5)  If it were only up to you, you would be.   

 

(c)  You’ll do everything that can be done  

(1)  To be reconciled.   

(2)  You’ll meet with them.   

(3)  You’ll tell their sin in a gracious and humble way.   

(4)  You’ll bring others  

(5)  To help convince them  

(6)  And to serve as witnesses  

(7)  If they don’t repent,  

(8)  And you have to bring it to the church  

(9)  For their ultimate good.   
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(d)  This will be your heart.   

(1)  If it isn’t, if you’re unwilling to forgive,  

(2)  If you’re bearing and nursing grudges,  

(3)  If you’re doing nothing to be reconciled –  

(4)  Especially with your brethren –  

(5)  Then you have every reason to suspect  

(6)  The Spirit of God isn’t in your heart  

(7)  Because this is what He will move you to do.   

 

2.  And so when you pray, forgive.   

a.  If you can – if this is your heart –  

(i)  Then you’ll know you’re forgiven  

(ii)  And you’ll know the Lord will hear and answer  

(iii)  The requests you make according to His will.   

 

b.  But if you can’t forgive, if you don’t want to forgive,  

(i)  Know you are not forgiven,  

(ii)  Until your heart is changed.   

 

c.  If that’s the case with you,  

(i)  Then come to the Lord,  

(ii)  Ask Him to change your heart –  

(iii)  To give you a heart of flesh –  

(iv)  So that you might trust Jesus to save you,  

(v)  And turn from all your sins,  

(vi)  Particularly, the sin of a hard and ungracious heart.   

(vii)  May the Lord grant us all His grace  

(viii)  To do what He calls us to do.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


