
“Faith:  the Conviction of Things Not Seen” 
(Hebrews 11:1) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Our world is bent on hiding the knowledge of God.   
a.  It is still largely under Satan’s control:  “And you were dead in your trespasses and 

sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according 
to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 
disobedience” (Eph. 2:1-2).   

b.  Because it is, the things of the world are opposed to God:  “For all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is 
not from the Father, but is from the world” (1 John 2:16).   

c.  Sin in men’s hearts also compels them to argue against it:  “For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness . . . For even though they knew God, they did 
not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, 
and their foolish heart was darkened” (Rom. 1:18, 21).   

 
2.  These things have a measure of influence on us.   

a.  Think how different it would be if the world followed Christ.   
(i)  If science was used to discover and reveal the truth of God.   
(ii)  If the media reflected Biblical morals.   
(iii)  If everyone loved their neighbor as themselves.   
(iv)  If everyone loved and worshiped the true God.   
(v)  Think of how this would encourage us to believe and serve Him.   

 
b.  But it doesn’t:  it hates and attacks Him.   

(i)  Science, though good, is often used to tear down general revelation.   
(ii)  The media promotes immorality.   
(iii)  People only love those who love them.   
(iv)  Most who worship, worship false gods; and many deny Him.   

 
c.  Living in a world like this can hinder our spirituality.   

(i)  It can erode our morals, make our love cold, even tempt us to doubt the reality of 
Christianity.   

(ii)  This is why so many in the past retreated to the monasteries, believing if they 
didn’t, they wouldn’t be saved.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But we don’t have this option.   
a.  We are in the world as salt and light (Matt. 5:13-14).   
b.  We are to evangelize and promote the work of the Gospel.   
c.  So what must we do?   
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2.  We must fight the good fight of faith.   
a.  We must resist the evil one and his lies.   
b.  We must follow the Lord faithfully.   
c.  We must stand firm in the faith, equipped with His armor, and promote His Gospel.   
d.  But we can’t do this unless we can see things as they really are.   
e.  We need to fix our eyes on the goal and press towards it.   
f.  But we can’t do this without faith:  faith helps us to see the reality of these things and 

compels us to move forward.   
 

3.  This morning, I want us to consider what the author to the Hebrews tells us:   
a.  Faith is trusting in the Lord for our salvation, for our standing before God.   
b.  But faith also helps us to see the reality of the things that are invisible.   
c.  It is a powerful antidote to the blinding influences of the world.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  Now first, saving faith is a trusting faith.   
1.  Saving faith looks to Christ for His righteousness.   

a.  Faith sees that our works won’t save us.   
b.  It looks to Christ for His works, His atonement  (Gal. 2:16).   

 
2.  Saving faith rests in Him alone for our acceptance with God.   

a.  It doesn’t work to gain salvation or to maintain it.   
b.  It says that Christ is enough.   

 
3.  And saving faith is a loving faith:   

a.  The work of the Spirit that produces faith also produces love (Gal. 5:6).   
b.  Those who have saving faith love God the Father, Son and Spirit.   
c.  They love Christians for what they see of Christ in them.   
d.  They love His Word:  His promises and His commandments.   

 
B.  But faith also gives a subjective reality to the things we can’t see.   

1.  The problem is sin is working in the world to hide these things.   
a.  It compels men to cover over that knowledge.   
b.  They won’t accept God, so they work to make their belief intellectually plausible.   
c.  These things, as we’ve seen, do affect us.   
 

2.  But faith looks beyond these things to the reality.   
a.  “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for” (Heb. 11:1).   

(i)  It is the confidence or conviction that the things we hope for are real.   
(ii)  The things we hope for are the things we don’t yet see (Rom. 8:24).   
(iii)  But we know they’re there, they’re real, through faith.   

 
b.  Faith is “the conviction of things not seen (v. 1).   

(i)  It is the certainty of things that are invisible.   
(ii)  It convinces us that they’re real, more real than what we see here.   
(iii)  Sometimes the invisible nature of Christianity makes it hard for us.   
(iv)  It caused problems for the Hebrew believers.   
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(a)  Christians were persecuted by the Romans (Heb. 10:34).   
(b)  But the Jews were protected.   
(c)  They were tempted to return to Judaism (Heb. 6:4-6).   
(d)  They needed a stronger faith to give substance to these things.   
(e)  And so the author continued to affirm the superiority and reality of these 

things.   
 
(v)  He pointed to many examples to encourage them:  Hebrews 11.   

(i)  The faithful believe the creation account:  made from nothing (v. 3).   
(ii)  The faithful believe in a God they couldn’t see (v. 6).   
(iii)  Noah listened to God’s warning about a flood he had never seen (v. 7).   
(iv)  Abraham left his home and family to go to a place he had never seen (v. 8).   
(v)  Sarah received ability to conceive when it was humanly impossible (v. 11).   
(vi)  Abraham offered Isaac, though Isaac was his only son and only hope that 

God’s promise to him would be fulfilled (vv. 17-19).   
(vii)  There are many examples of those who acted in faith, who trusted in the 

promises of God, though they hadn’t seen the reality; some were even willing 
to face torture and death (vv. 20-38).   

(viii)  These all died without seeing the Messiah and His eternal kingdom, but 
they believed it was true and lived accordingly (vv. 39-40).   

 
3.  Faith is trusting in Christ for our righteousness, for our acceptance with God.  But is 

also gives substance or reality to the things we can’t see.   
a.  Did you see the creation?   

(i)  As God asked Job, “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?” 
(38:4).   

(ii)  We weren’t; but do we believe it happened as the Bible says?   
 
b.  Have you seen heaven?   

(i)  Have you seen the Father, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit?   
(ii)  Have you seen the saints and angels on heavenly Mt. Zion?   
(iii)  No.  But do you believe they’re real?   
 

c.  Have you seen the invisible spirits?   
(i)  The holy angels sent to minister to you?   
(ii)  The demons present to tempt and bring trouble upon you?   
(iii)  Your own soul?   
(iv)  No.  But do you believe they’re real?   

 
d.  Have you seen the final judgment?    

(i)  The place where the judgment will take place?   
(ii)  The Judge seated on His throne?   
(iii)  The final separation of the sheep and goats?   
(iv)  No.  But do you believe it will happen?   

 
e.  Have you seen hell?   

(i)  The pit in which the souls of the damned are now tormented?   
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(ii)  The future lake of fire where they will continue to be tormented for time without 
end?   

(iii)  No.  But do you believe there are souls now in torment and those yet to be 
tormented?   

 
f.  Have you seen the New Heavens and Earth?   

(i)  The place where righteousness dwells?   
(ii)  Where God and the Lamb will be its temple and light?   
(iii)  Where all the saints of all ages will live together in the presence of God in 

perfect peace and love for all eternity?   
(iv)  No.  But again do you believe the Lord will bring it?   
 

g.  We haven’t seen any of these things.   
(i)  Some because they’re future.   
(ii)  We’ve seen some of their effects, but not their cause.   
(iii)  But we believe they’re real.  Why?   
(iv)  “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” 

(Heb. 11:1).   
(v)  We believe them because of faith.   

 
4.  It goes without saying, that the stronger the faith, the more real these things will appear 

to us.   
a.  It doesn’t make them any more real than they are.   
b.  But we can see them more clearly and with greater conviction.   

(i)  When faith grows weak, so does our conviction.   
(ii)  But when it is strong, these things seem much more real.   
(iii)  When they seem more real, they impact the way we live more strongly.   

 
c.  And so we must labor for a greater faith.   

(i)  We must read the Word:  faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word (Rom. 
10:17).   

(ii)  We must pray (Luke 22:46).   
(iii)  We must cut off the things that weaken our faith:  our sin (Rom. 8:13).   
(iv)  And we must receive Christ’s sacraments.   
(v)  Tonight, we’re going to consider how these things we know are true by faith 

should impact our lives.   
 

d.  But let’s apply this briefly to the Lord’s Supper.   
(i)  It points to an invisible reality:  the death of Christ for sinners.   
(ii)  It points to One who is invisible, who gives invisible help/grace.   
(iii)  This is why we need faith to come:   

(a)  To justify us and qualify us to come.   
(b)  And to allow us to look to and receive from the risen Christ the very real help 

He offers.   
(c)  Let’s prepare now to come to the table.   


