
“Faith Made Perfect” 
(James 2:22)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Edwards has been showing us that our actions – our good works, done according 

to God’s Word, motivated by love for Him and the desire to glorify Him – are 

the best evidence we can have that we are genuinely converted.   

a.  It’s better than spiritual light, comfort, or any grace we think we’ve found in 

our hearts.   

b.  Certainly, he says, this is reasonable.   

(i)  How can you know whether it’s in your heart to speak or act on a 

particular issue?  It’s by your speaking or acting.   

(ii)  How can you know whether you really want to devote your life to one 

vocation instead of another?  It’s by your devoting your life to that 

particular vocation.   

(iii)  How can you know you really desire godliness no matter what price you 

must pay?  It’s by your pursuing that godliness in your life no matter what 

gets in your way.   

(iv)  In seeing these works you can know that what you thought was in your 

heart is truly in your heart.   

 

c.  This is exactly what Scripture also says.   

(i)  Solomon writes, “Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it 

flow the springs of life” (Prov. 4:23).   

(ii)  Out of the heart, the mouth speaks, as well as everything else we do – we 

only do what we want to do.   

(iii)  Our lives are a commentary on what is in our hearts.   

(iv)  That’s why if we would know what is in our hearts, we must examine 

our actions.    

 

2.  Trials are especially helpful here.   

a.  When things are going well, it’s hard to tell exactly what’s in our hearts.   

b.  But when our lives get heated up, whatever is in our hearts gets stirred up, 

making it easier to see what’s there.   

c.  And so the Lord, who already knows what’s in our heart, brings trials so that 

we might see what’s in them and deal honestly with them.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Having seen that our works show what is in our heart both from reason and 

Scripture, Edwards goes on to give us a third argument as to why works are the 

best evidence of a genuine conversion, namely, they are why God gave us grace 

in the first place.   
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a.  Sometimes we think our salvation is the end or goal of God’s work – it isn’t; 

it’s only a means to an end.   

b.  The reason He saved us was the same reason He does all that He does – to 

glorify His name.   

c.  What can we do to glorify Him and to be the means of others giving Him 

glory?  The answer is good works:   

(i)  This is how we may glorify Him, “Or do you not know that your body is a 

temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and 

that you are not your own?  For you have been bought with a price: 

therefore glorify God in your body” (1 Cor. 6:19-20).   

(ii)  This is how we provoke one another to glorify Him, “Because of the 

proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your obedience to 

your confession of the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your 

contribution to them and to all, while they also, by prayer on your behalf, 

yearn for you because of the surpassing grace of God in you” (2 Cor. 9:13-

14).   

(iii)  And this how we can be the means of others glorifying Him, “Let your 

light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, 

and glorify your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).   

 

2.  This is what we’ll consider this evening from our text where James tells us that 

our good works are the perfection or the goal of faith/grace.   

a.  We’ll first explore what this means.   

b.  Then we’ll apply it.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Another way we know that gracious works are the best evidence we can have of 

the reality of our conversion is that this is what completes faith.   

1.  The Lord gives us grace that we might believe and be saved.   

a.  We are already well aware of the fact that we come into this world dead in 

trespass and sin.   

b.  We cannot believe or do anything to prepare ourselves to receive the grace of 

God – we must first be born again, we must first have our hearts changed by 

the Spirit of God.   

 

2.  But once the Spirit produces this love in our hearts for Christ and we believe, 

that faith also has a goal, an end for its existence:  that is good works.   

a.  James writes, “Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he 

offered up Isaac his son on the altar?  You see that faith was working with his 

works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected; and the Scripture was 

fulfilled which says, ‘And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to 

him as righteousness,’ and he was called the friend of God.  You see that a 

man is justified by works and not by faith alone” (James 2:21-24).   

(i)  Abraham was not justified in a forensic/declarative sense by his works, 

for the Bible is quite clear that we are justified by God’s grace through 

faith apart from works.   
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(ii)  But his claim that he was genuinely trusting in God was justified by his 

works, both to himself and to others.   

(a)  The Lord saw his heart and knew that Abraham trusted Him and 

would do whatever He asked, even to the point of offering of his son 

Isaac on that mount in the land of Moriah.   

(b)  But Abraham didn’t know that he would, nor did those who would see 

his example know except by this trial.   

(c)  When the Lord tried him, his faith was shown to be genuine:  it was 

complete, it reached its goal, Abraham had the kind of faith that 

justifies, “And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘And Abraham 

believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.’”   

(d)  The purpose for God’s giving him faith came to its fruition or 

completion when he acted on that faith.   

 

b.  John says the same thing in terms we should be very familiar with by now:  

“The one who says, ‘I have come to know Him,’ and does not keep His 

commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His 

word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected” (1 John 2:4-5).   

(i)  Good works that come from the heart – the works that are according to 

God’s commandments and for His glory – are not only the perfection or 

goal of faith, but they are the goal of love.   

(ii)  When we see these works in our own lives, we know the love the Lord 

has given us has reached its goal.   

(iii)  Love gives birth to faith; faith in Christ – in His obedience and 

atonement – results in justification; but love also gives birth to the works 

that are the evidences of justification:  sanctification.   

 

c.  The obedience John has in mind is more particularly love to the brethren.   

(i)  “No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in 

us, and His love is perfected in us” (4:12).   

(ii)  Grace is revealed in how it moves our hearts towards one another:  “We 

know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay 

down our lives for the brethren.  But whoever has the world's goods, and 

sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the 

love of God abide in him?  Little children, let us not love with word or 

with tongue, but in deed and truth.  We will know by this that we are of 

the truth, and will assure our heart before Him in whatever our heart 

condemns us; for God is greater than our heart and knows all things” (1 

John 3:16-20).   

(iii)  Jesus showed us what love is by His own example.  When we see that 

same love in us moving beyond the mere desire to help to actually helping, 

when we see ourselves living as Jesus lived, then we can know we have 

this love, because it has achieved its goal.   

 

d.  Through works of love, the love of God is completed in us.   
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(i)  We wouldn’t say that a tree has fulfilled its purpose just after we planted 

the seed.  Nor would we say it has once it germinates, or sprouts up, or 

grows and develops leaves, and blossoms.  It doesn’t fulfill its purpose 

until it bears some useful or profitable fruit.   

(ii)  The same is true of grace.  God didn’t plant grace in our souls merely to 

give us the sensation of love towards Him or others, but that we might 

actually love Him and others.   

(iii)  Negatively, it works in the same way sin does, “But each one is tempted 

when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.  Then when lust has 

conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings 

forth death.  Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren” (James 1:14-16).   

(a)  When the principle of sin in our hearts has been enticed, it becomes 

lust; when lust has conceived, it issues in sin; and when sin has been 

committed, it brings death.   

(b)  Lust reaches it goal in sin, even as love reaches its goal in good works.   

(c)  The Lord sets us free from the power of sin by introducing grace – or 

a love for holiness – in our hearts.   

(d)  If we are to overcome our sin, we must exercise this grace – use the 

means of grace to strengthen our love for the Lord, and in this love to 

attack the root of our sins – our lust.   

 

3.  The point is, if faith/grace is brought to perfection or reaches its goal by bearing 

the fruit of good works, then it must be the best evidence of its presence in our 

hearts.   

a.  When we want to see what something is really like, we must look at it after 

it’s complete and not when it begins.   

b.  We can’t tell much about what an artist is painting when he first begins, but 

must wait until he’s finished.   

c.  There isn’t much we can learn about the nature of man’s heart at conception.  

If we want to know what he’s like, we must wait until he has grown.   

d.  The same is true of grace:  once it exerts its nature in us by moving us to 

good works, then we can know it really is in our hearts.   

e.  Good works are faith/grace grown up:  When we see them, we know we are 

truly saved and have passed from death to life.   

(i)  John tells us, “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, 

because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected 

in love” (1 John 4:18).   

(ii)  One significant way it removes the fear of judgment is by assuring us 

that we have saving faith, as John tells us in 3:18-19, “Little children, let 

us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.  We will know 

by this that we are of the truth, and will assure our heart before Him.”   

 

B.  Application:   

1.  And so again, what do your works show about you?   

a.  Do you see in your life works of love flowing out of a heart of love?   

b.  Or do you see something else?   
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c.  The more you see or fail to see this evidence, the more they will reveal to you 

about your spiritual condition.   

 

2.  But again, we must be careful.   

a.  Is your life perfect, or will it be perfect this side of heaven?  No.  You will 

always find a great deal of sin and hypocrisy in your life.   

(i)  John writes, “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves 

and the truth is not in us” (1:8).   

(ii)  “If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is 

not in us” (1:10).   

 

b.  But before we too easily excuse ourselves, we also need to remember what 

James said:   

(i)  Works are the reason God gave us the grace to believe:  “You see that 

faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was 

perfected” (James 2:22).   

(ii)  If there are no works, then neither is their grace/faith:  “For just as the 

body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead” (v. 

26).   

 

c.  If you are converted, Christ’s image will be formed in you, even though not 

perfectly.   

(i)  His image is perfect, but His image in you is not.   

(ii)  Good works should be there – enough to establish a pattern, a Christ-like 

character – even though you will still be far from perfect in your thoughts, 

intentions and works.   

(iii)  So be careful in your examination.  Don’t condemn yourself too quickly, 

but don’t excuse yourself too quickly either.  Judge righteous judgment.   

(iv)  May the Lord help each of us to be rich in good works that we might 

show ourselves to be genuine believers.   


