
“The Evidence of a Changed Heart, Part 3” 
(Deuteronomy 30:1-10)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation:  We have been looking at the circumcision of the heart and the 

changes it brings in the life and experience of those who have it.   
1.  Basically, the circumcision of the heart is the Spirit’s changing our hearts:   

a.  He takes away the heart of stone, giving us a heart of flesh.   
b.  He does this by uniting us with Christ – we were spiritually dead, and He 

makes us alive - the life of Christ begins to flow through us.   
c.  At the same time, the Spirit unites Himself with our souls communicating to 

us those elements of the image of God we lost in the Fall – moral purity, 
righteousness, a desire for holiness.   

d.  The Spirit of God is the Holy Spirit:  He is the author of holiness and the 
desire for holiness in our souls.   

 
2.  When this has taken place, we immediately incline towards everything morally 

upright and pure.   
a.  We desire God, since God alone is good, the holiest of all.   
b.  We turn to Him and away from our sins, since our sins are unholy.   
c.  At the same time, we submit to the law of holiness with the desire to become 

more like God.   
d.  And the intensity with which we do this is with all our heart and soul.   

(i)  As new creatures we desire to walk in newness of life.   
(ii)  God’s grace inclines us entirely this way, even though our sins incline us 

in the other direction.   
(iii)  That’s why even though we desire God with such strength, at the same 

time we don’t as we should.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  This evening, we’ll consider a few more things from the Old Testament 

Scriptures regarding the evidences of a saving work of the Spirit in our lives, 
before moving on to the New Testament.   

2.  What we’ll look at are four more marks:   
a.  A desire to see God in His Creation.   
b.  A desire for God in His saints.   
c.  A desire for God in His angels.   
d.  And finally, we’ll consider the fear of the Lord and how this helps us to 

desire Him more.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, one further evidence of God’s grace in our hearts is the desire to see what we 

may of God in His Creation.   
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1.  The love this circumcision of heart produces gives us more than love for God 
Himself, but also for everything that reflects His holy image, that shares in His 
holiness.   
a.  We’ve seen it produces love for God supremely, since He possesses that 

image infinitely.   
b.  Also towards His Law, since it is the expression of His holiness.   
c.  But it will also give us a love for anything connected with God.   
 

2.  It will give us a greater appreciation for the Creation.   
a.  Not necessarily for its natural beauty – since this has been marred by the Fall 

– but because it reveals the glory, wisdom and majesty of its Creator.   
b.  David writes in Psalm 19, “The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and 

their expanse is declaring the work of His hands” (v. 1), and Paul writes in 
Romans 1, “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His 
eternal power and divine nature have been clearly seen” (v. 20).   
(i)  The unbeliever sees the creation and asks the question, Where is God?  

They use their reasoning to tear down the knowledge of God, as Paul says 
in Romans 1:18:  “They suppress the truth in unrighteousness.”   

(ii)  The saints look at the creation and glory in what it reveals about the God 
they love.  David writes, “When I consider Your heavens, the work of 
Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have ordained; what is 
man that You take thought of him, And the son of man that You care for 
him?  Yet You have made him a little lower than God, and You crown him 
with glory and majesty!  You make him to rule over the works of Your 
hands; You have put all things under his feet, all sheep and oxen, and also 
the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, 
whatever passes through the paths of the seas.  O Lord, our Lord, how 
majestic is Your name in all the earth!” (Psalm 8:3-9).   

(iii)  Though the Creation is fallen, it still reveals a great deal about God, the 
God the saints love; this is something we will therefore look for and 
marvel at.   

 
B.  Second, it will give us a desire for what we see of God’s holiness in His saints.  

David wrote, “As for the saints who are in the earth, they are the majestic ones in 
whom is all my delight” (Ps. 16:3).   
1.  The Hebrew word for saints literally means ‘holy ones,’ (qedoshim).   

a.  They are called holy ones not merely because they have been separated to 
God by covenant, but because they reflect something of His holy nature.   

b.  May by his fall lost communion with God and everything of God’s holy 
image in themselves.   

c.  This is what is restored in man in regeneration, when the Spirit unites 
Himself with our souls:  that moral image, that holiness, is restored.   

d.  This is why the saints find something attractive in one another.   
e.  This is one of the ways they will know each other.   
 

2.  But what about unbelievers?   
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a.  Is there anything lovely in them?   
(i)  It’s true that they reflect the natural attributes of God:  there is something 

here as there is in the fallen creation – the power and wisdom of God.   
(ii)  But morally, no.   

(a)  There is nothing of God’s holiness in them.  They are completely 
corrupt.   

(b)  This far overshadows the natural image of God in them.   
(1)  God Himself would be the greatest monster that ever lived, if it 

weren’t for His holiness.   
(2) There is nothing in them that could attract us.   
 

b.  So then when the Lord commands us to love our neighbor as ourselves, what 
is the basis on which we are to love them, besides God’s command?   
(i)  It is our love for God and desire to be like Him, for even God is kind to 

ungrateful and evil men (Luke 6:35).   
(ii)  God doesn’t require us to love fallen man with a love of complacency 

(what we see in them), but with a love of benevolence (a purpose to do 
good to them), as He Himself does.   

 
C.  Third, we are to desire what we see of God’s holiness in His holy angels.   

1.  Angels are also made in the image of God.   
a.  Everything that man has of that image, the angels also have – they can think, 

act, are spiritual, immortal, and moral beings.   
b.  The evil angels are in the same situation as fallen man – totally depraved, but 

retaining God’s natural image.   
c.  But the holy angels never fell and so continue to reflect the moral image of 

the holy God – which is why they are called “sons of God” (Job 38:7).    
 

2.  If the saints love holiness, they must also love the holy angels:   
a.  This is one of the reasons the saint desires to be in heaven.   
b.  They desire to see God most of all, and Jesus Christ His Son.   
c.  But they also want to be with the perfected saints and holy angels.   

 
D.  One final evidence or mark of God’s grace in the believer’s life is the fear of the 

Lord (Compare Proverbs 14:27 and 19:23).    
1.  How can love for God be consistent with this?   

a.  They are linked together in Scripture as a part of the saint’s religious 
experience.   

b.  Moses writes in Deuteronomy 10:12-13, “And now, Israel, what does the 
LORD your God require from you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk 
in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul, and to keep the LORD'S commandments and 
His statutes which I am commanding you today for your good?”   

 
2.  The fear of the Lord is one of the things that motivates the saints to love God.   
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a.  The fear of the Lord is to turn from sin – or hatred against God – to 
obedience – which is the love of God.   

b.  The love the Spirit produces in our hearts for God also focuses our attention 
on all the attributes of God, which heightens those things about Him that 
cause a holy and healthy fear and respect for Him, such as His justice and 
wrath.   
(i)  Seeing that we still have a great deal of unmortified sin in our hearts, how 

can we not fear Him?   
(ii)  Of course, we also fear the Lord for His fatherly chastening that comes 

on us when we break His commandments (Prov. 3:11-12; Heb. 12:4-13), 
though we know it is for our own good.   

(iii)  As we fear Him, it turns us to His grace that can also alleviate our fears, 
as John Newton wrote, “‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear and grace 
my fears relieved.  How precious did that grace appear the hour I first 
believed.”   

(iv)  The saint both loves and fears God.   
 

3.  Finally, a word of caution.   
a.  The characteristics we’ve seen this far are part of a whole, which is 

sanctification.   
b.  If we have experienced the grace of God, our lives will, in some measure, 

display these characteristics.   
c.  But remember, they vary from saint to saint, and in our own lives from one 

day to another.   
d.  If we have nothing of these things, then we don’t have God’s grace.   
e.  But if we have them, even though very weakly, we are still Christians.   
f.  It’s also true that at times in our lives, especially when sin predominates, we 

won’t be able to see that grace:   
(i)  It may be there well enough, but it is hidden by some sin.   
(ii)  Or perhaps through our neglect of the means of grace, it’s grown so weak 

that we no longer see it.   
(iii)  Sometimes the Lord may discipline us by hardening our hearts, so that 

these marks become far less prominent (Isa. 63:17).   
(iv)  So on the one hand, we want to be very careful.   
 

g.  On the other hand, we don’t want to easily dismiss the fact that we have no 
love for God if that is the case.   
(i)  Our normal experience should be that of love, repentance and obedience, 

with all our heart and soul.   
(ii)  Yes, this love and devotion will always be mixed with sin, but it should 

still have such a transforming power as to distinguish us from the rest of 
the world (Matt. 5:13).   

(iii)  John writes, “By this the children of God and the children of the devil 
are obvious:  anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, 
nor the one who does not love his brother” (1 John 3:10).   
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4.  To sum up what we’ve seen, then, the marks of grace are the changes the Spirit 
of God makes in the heart of believers.   
a.  Man, by nature, is dead to the things of the Lord and hates Him.  He has no 

desire for God, sees no inherent beauty in His holiness.   
b.  But once our hearts are renewed by the sanctifying grace of God, our eyes are 

opened to that beauty and we supernaturally incline toward it from within.   
(i)  We begins to love everything that reflects that beauty – God Himself, His 

Word, His worship, the saints, the holy angels – and to hate everything 
contrary to it, sin.   

(ii)  This is the grace God promises to give His saints in the Covenant of 
Grace and which He confers on them at the moment of their regeneration 
or quickening to life.   

(iii)  May the Lord grant that we might see these things in ourselves, and that 
we might strengthen them through His appointed means of grace to live 
for His glory.   

(iv)  Next week, we’ll begin to look at the marks of grace in the New 
Testament.  Amen.   


