
“Everyone Will Be Salted with Fire” 

(Mark 9:49-50) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We come now to the end  

a.  Of this particular teaching  

b.  Jesus gave to His apostles  

c.  To prepare them  

d.  For His coming departure in Jerusalem.   

 

2.  He dealt with who the greatest would be among them:   

a.  It’s the one who humbled himself like a believing child,  

(i)  The one who would stoop to become the servant of all,  

(ii)  That would be the greatest.   

 

b.  If you promote yourself  

(i)  So that others look at you,  

(a)  You will not be the greatest,  

(b)  But the least –  

(c)  If in the kingdom at all.   

 

(ii)  The servant of all does his service  

(a)  So that those who see it  

(b)  Glorify God.    

 

3.  He dealt with how to treat others  

a.  Who aren’t in your particular fellowship:   

(i)  If they are not against you –  

(a)  If they are preaching the same Gospel  

(b)  If they are promoting the same kingdom –  

 

(ii)  Then they are for you,  

(a)  They are in the same church  

(b)  And on the same team.   

 

b.  Again, you need to be thankful that they are:   

(i)  The work the Lord has given us is so great  

(ii)  There’s no way we could do it by ourselves.   

(iii)  We need help:   

(a)  The body of Christ as a whole is big enough to do it –  

(b)  At least the work the Lord has for us in this generation,  

(c)  If we’d all only busy ourselves  

(d)  With getting it done  
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(e)  And not be distracted by the world.   

 

 

4.  He dealt with what will happen to those  

a.  Who would stumble any of His children –  

(i)  Even among the very young  

(ii)  Who have genuine faith.   

(iii)  It would be better for them  

(a)  To have a heavy millstone tied around their neck  

(b)  And be drowned in the ocean  

(c)  Than to cause anyone whom Jesus loves to sin.   

 

b.  You and I need to be very careful  

(i)  That we don’t encourage anyone to sin  

(a)  But especially those  

(b)  Who are very young in the Lord.   

 

(ii)  Don’t forget that the Lord intends to say here  

(a)  That He loves you as well,  

(b)  And would take it very seriously if someone stumbled you.   

 

5.  Finally, He dealt with how you should deal  

a.  With the particular things that make you stumble –  

(i)  You need to cut them off –  

(a)  You need to cut that member off –  

(b)  And throw it from you:   

 

(ii)  You need to repent of that particular thing,  

(a)  Put off that particular practice,  

(b)  Stay away from that particular person or place or activity,  

(c)  That causes you to stumble and fall into sin –  

(d)  It’s far better to let those things go  

(e)  Than to hold onto them at the risk of hell.   

 

b.  You need to repent of all your sins  

(i)  If you are to see heaven.   

(ii)  Any one of them can and will condemn you.   

(iii)  If you are a true believer  

(a)  Even though you may not have conquered all your sins  

(b)  You want to,  

(c)  Because the power of your sins  

(d)  Have been broken in Christ.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Now it’s this last point  

a.  That Jesus follows up on now  
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b.  In the last two verses of this teaching.   

(i)  When we looked at that past passage (verses 43-48),  

(ii)  We did it evangelistically,  

(a)  To warn those without Christ  

(b)  That hell exists.   

(c)  That it’s better to give up your sins  

(d)  Than to suffer an eternity in the unquenchable fire.   

(e)  That’s certainly a legitimate use of that passage.   

 

(iii)  But Jesus intended this for His disciples as well.   

(a)  This is something we also must do.   

(b)  When we are overtaken with any sin  

(1)  That could potentially destroy us,  

(2)  We need to let go of it!   

(3)  Even if those sins are as dear to us  

(4)  As the parts of our bodies –  

(5)  As our hands and feet and eyes –  

 

(c)  Would you relish the thought  

(1)  Of having one of your limbs amputated?   

(2)  Sometimes, that’s how we feel about our sins.   

(3)  We don’t want to let them go  

(4)  Because we love them too much.   

(5)  But we must!   

(6)  And the Lord will make sure that we do  

(7)  By sending the trials necessary  

(8)  To make us let go of them.   

(9)  “Everyone will be salted with fire.”   

 

2.  Let’s consider two things this morning:   

a.  First, what Jesus means that everyone will be salted with fire.   

b.  Second, what you must do when you are salted.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s consider first, what Jesus means that everyone will be salted with fire.   

1.  By everyone, Jesus likely means everyone.   

a.  In the context, this doesn’t appear  

b.  To be directed exclusively towards unbelievers or believers.   

c.  He seems to be speaking of both.   

(i)  He has talked about those who stumble His children,  

(a)  And about those who won’t cut off their sins  

(b)  And will have to endure the unquenchable fire.   

 

(ii)  He’s also clearly speaking to His disciples,  

(a)  Who shouldn’t stop others from serving the Lord,  

(b)  Who should cut off their sins  
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(1)  To honor the Lord  

(2)  And to avoid hell.   

 

(iii)  This is also the most natural meaning of the word,  

(iv)  And it certainly fits the context.   

 

2.  So what does Jesus mean  

That everyone will be salted with fire?   

What is the fire He’s speaking of?   

 

a.  He appears to have in mind  

(i)  The difficult situations everyone in the world  

(a)  Will have to face  

(b)  That will aggravate their sins –  

 

(ii)  Those trials and temptations  

(a)  Sent by the Lord  

(b)  To try our hearts  

(c)  To show us what’s in them.   

 

(iii)  The Lord is pictured as One  

(a)  Who is salting those on the earth with trials/fire  

(b)  To test their hearts.   

(c)  Thomas Watson writes, “It is one heart-quieting consideration in all 

the afflictions that befall us, that God has a special hand in them:  ‘The 

Almighty hath afflicted me.’  Instruments can no more stir till God 

gives them a commission, than the axe can cut of itself without a hand. 

Job eyed God in his affliction:  therefore, as Augustine observes, he 

does not say, ‘The Lord gave, and the devil took away,’ but ‘The Lord 

has taken away.’”   

(d)  Of course, the Lord means it for good in the lives of His children.   

 

b.  This is seen in the two different outcomes.   

(i)  The unbeliever will refuse to cut off his sins –  

(a)  The members of his body that offend –  

(b)  And will end up being cast into the unquenchable fire.   

(c)  The Lord will scour them from the earth.  

(d)  If any of you here this morning  

(1)  Aren’t willing to give up any of your sins  

(2)  You fall into this category.   

(3)  You must repent of all your sins  

(4)  Or face the eternal fire.   

 

(ii)  The believer will let go of his sins –  

(a)  He will see them for the evil they are,  

(1)  That they not only offend God  
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(2)  But also hurt himself   

 

(b)  And so cut them off –  

(1)  He will cut off the offending hand and foot,  

(2)  Pluck out the offending eye.   

(3)  It won’t be easy –  

(4)  It will be letting go a part of your life,  

(5)  But you will do it,  

(6)  And in the end be very glad you did.   

 

c.  You will be glad  

(i)  Because this salting with fire  

(ii)  Will help you to grow in grace.   

(iii)  This is what Jesus has in mind  

(a)  By the word “salt” in the next verse.   

(b)  There is a salting in verse 49,  

(1)  But the salt there is fire –  

(2)  The fire of a trial.   

 

(c)  Here we have the result of that salting:   

(1)  A salt that is good –  

(2)  A growth in grace  

(3)  That causes you to have a savory influence in this world –  

(A)  As Jesus says in Matthew 5:13,  

(B)  “You are the salt of the earth.”     

 

(4)  This salting with fire  

(A)  Is to produce in you a growth in grace   

(B)  That will make you a more savory influence in this world  

(C)  To preserve it from evil  

(D)  And to move it towards good.   

 

B.  Second, what should you do when you’re salted with fire,  

When the Lord sends a trial  

And puts His finger on an area of your life  

In which you need to repent  

So that you can grow?   

 

1.  You must cut those sins off, as we’ve seen.   

a.  You must let go of them,  

(i)  Repent of them,  

(ii)  And put on their opposite.   

 

b.  You must repent of that sinful pleasure,  

(i)  And put on a pleasurable duty.   
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(ii)  Paul says, “He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, 

performing with his own hands what is good, so that he will have 

something to share with one who has need” (Eph. 4:28).   

(iii)  Learn to hate the fact that you ever took pleasure  

(a)  In something that offended God and hurt others,  

(b)  And begin to find pleasure in honoring God  

(c)  And helping others.   

(d)  Since we’re going to look at this more this evening,  

(e)  I won’t say anymore about it now.   

 

2.  Now what if you don’t do this?   

a.  What if you struggle to let that sin go?   

(i)  What if you aren’t altogether successful?   

(ii)  Then you will have less salt in you  

(a)  And be less of a savory and preserving influence in this world.   

(b)  You will struggle more as a Christian  

(c)  And have less assurance.   

 

b.  What if you fail to repent altogether?   

(i)  This is what I believe Jesus is warning against here  

(ii)  Where He says, “If the salt becomes unsalty, with what will you make it 

salty again?”   

(iii)  He seems to be warning us against the unpardonable sin:   

(a)  He says in Matthew, “If the salt has become tasteless, how can it be 

made salty again?  It is no longer good for anything, except to be 

thrown out and trampled under foot by men” (5:13).   

(b)  He appears to be warning against the same sin,  

(c)  The author to the Hebrews warns against, “For in the case of those 

who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift 

and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the 

good word of God and the powers of the age to come, and then have 

fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance” (Heb. 

6:4-6).   

(d)  There is a line you can cross  

(1)  Where there is no longer any possibility of repentance.   

(2)  Where you resist the Spirit to the point  

(3)  He finally leaves you to your sins.   

 

(e)  There is a point of no return –  

(1)  Not for the believer, but for the unbeliever –  

(2)  And you need to make sure that you don’t cross it.   

 

(iv)  If any of you this morning  

(a)  Have not trusted Jesus as your Lord and Savior,  

(b)  Because there is some sin –  

(c)  Some pleasure, some fun  



7 

(d)  You’re unwilling to give up –  

(e)  Jesus reminds you again  

(1)  That if you don’t,  

(2)  You could very well end up in the unquenchable fire.   

 

(f)  Whatever that sin is, it isn’t worth it!   

(1)  It will deceive you into thinking that it’s helping you  

(2)  When it’s really hurting you.   

(3)  And in the end, it will destroy you.   

 

(g)  Let go of it now and come to Jesus.   

(1)  He will help you to find pleasure  

(2)  In the things that are really good.   

 

3.  Finally, Jesus makes one application.   

a.  It appears that He was addressing this all the way through particular teaching.   

(i)  He says, “Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”   

(ii)  Certainly, He intends that the disciples would stop fighting  

(a)  Over who would be the greatest.   

(b)  And be at peace with one another – serve one another.   

(c)  That’s how this instruction began.   

 

(iii)  This is what you need to do as well.   

(a)  If you are at odds with any member of the body –  

(b)  If there is an outstanding offense –  

(c)  You need to deal with it  

(d)  Before you would come to worship Him  

(e)  Whether you are the offender or the offended (Cf. Matt. 5:23-24; 

18:15).   

 

b.  But He appears to mean more than this:    

(i)  He’s also addressing how to treat those  

(ii)  Of another fellowship.   

(iii)  Remember the man casting out demons in Jesus’ name  

(a)  That the disciples tried to stop?   

(b)  The one that Jesus said they shouldn’t hinder?   

 

(iv)  Jesus appears to be addressing him, and those like him, as well.   

(a)  There were those who were for them (v.40),  

(1)  Even though they might not be with them;  

(2)  Those who might actually help them  

(3)  Even by giving them a cup of cold water,  

(4)  Who would be rewarded by Jesus for doing so (v. 41).   

 

(b)  These are the ones they should avoid stumbling  

(1)  Through a harsh, prideful and exclusive spirit (v. 42);  
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(2)  That they should protect  

(3)  That they should avoid stumbling  

(4)  By cutting off their own sins (vv. 43-48).   

 

(c)  Jesus says, “Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 

another.”   

(1)  The body of Christ was already larger  

(2)  Than that small circle of disciples.   

(3)  They needed to make sure  

(4)  That they didn’t stumble those outside the inner circle,  

(5)  But to be at peace with them.   

 

(d)  And so should you.   

(1)  Your Lord’s children are spread throughout many denominations.   

(A)  Just because they’re not in this one,  

(B)  Or because they don’t believe exactly as you,  

(C)  Doesn’t mean Jesus won’t own them as His.   

 

(2)  If they are His – through faith in His name –  

(A)  Then you need to own them  

(B)  As your brother or sister.   

 

c.  Jesus says to you this morning:   

(i)  Let the trials He brings  

(ii)  Burn up the dross of your sins  

(iii)  And cause you to grow in grace  

(iv)  So that you will not only be saved from judgment  

(v)  But also have a savory influence in this world  

(vi)  And be peacemakers within the church –  

(a)  Not just the local church,  

(b)  But the larger body of Christ as well.   

 

(vii)  May the Lord help us all to do so.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


