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Grace OPC High School Sunday Class Teaching Notes 
Year:     1 of 4  Date:  Week 5 
Quarter: 4 of 4 Biblical Thinking 
Lesson Title: Evangelism: What and Why 
Lesson Purpose: To Define Evangelism and Explore Why We Should Do it. 
 

1. Introduction 
Last week we saw: 

q Prophet and Prophecy are used in a variety of ways in the Scriptures.  The one we have been 
concerned with is the gift through which new revelation was given from God to His church 

q This gift of prophecy has ceased, becoming unnecessary once the canon of Scripture was completed 
q The testimony from church history agrees with this.   
q Whilst there have been many claims for revelatory prophecy still being in the church,  on examination 

these are not the same as the gift through which God gave us His Word in the early church. 
q Nevertheless, true preaching, through which God speaks to His church today and addresses her 

needs and problems, does contain prophetic elements but without new revelation being conveyed. 

This week we will look at two aspects of evangelism: What is evangelism and why should we 
evangelize? 

2. What is Evangelism? 
 

2.1. What is the Greek word for evangelist? 
 

evangelist: euaggelistes  yoo-ang-ghel-is-tace'; a preacher of the gospel. 
 
The word “evangelist” apprears in three passages of the Bible: 
 
Acts 21 
7   And when we had finished our course from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, and saluted the brethren, and abode 
with them one day. 
8   And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into 
the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him. 
9   And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy. 

 
Ephesians 4 
10   He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) 
11   And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 
12   For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 

 
2 Timothy 4 
4   And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 
5   But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 

6   For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 
 

2.2. How is Evangelism Defined? 
 
“Evangelism,” derived from the Greek word “evangelist,” is the preaching of the gospel. 
 
Evangelism /E·van´gel·ism/ (?) n. The preaching or promulgation of the gospel. Bacon.  Webster’s 
Revised Unabridged Dictionary, 1913 
 
Evangelism is “declare on the authority of God what he has done to save sinners, to warn men 
of their lost condition, to direct them to repent, and to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ” (John 
Cheesman, The Grace of God in the Gospel [Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1972] p.119 
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J.I. Packer defines evangelism as “The faithful explanation and application of the gospel 
message.”  Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God, Downers Grove, Il:Intervarsity Press, 
1961, p. 86 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:2 But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at 
Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention. 

 
Matthew 4:23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. 
 
Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he 
hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 

 
 

Alan D. Strange, writing for the New Horizons magazine, says, “What is evangelism but 
proclamation of the gospel, the “good news?” 

 

2.3. What Evangelism is Not? 
 
Evangelism is not: 
 
 1. Imposition – someone imposing, commanding, or forcing their religious views on 
another person. 
 
 2.  The Subjectivity of Mere Personal Testimony – telling another of the benefits that 
have attended their conversion. The may encourage a “good for you” response.  If a personal 
testimony is given, the gospel story must be given with it. 
 
 3.  Social Action or Political Involvement – meeting felt needs, helping out in feeding 
lines or at the soup kitchen, or being politically active. 
 
 4.  Apologetics (defending the faith) – apologetics can lead to evangelism, but 
answering the questions and objections of sceptics without presenting Jesus as God’s only 
provision for man’s sin and repentance and belief, is not evangelism. 
 
 5.  Variety of Results – (Desired or expected results of evangelism) Evangelism is not 
seeing people converted. Evangelism can occur a thousand times without any conversion. In 
Acts 13:44-47 Paul preached the Word of God to the Jews even though they rejected it and 
judged themselves unworthy of eternal life. 
 
Dr. Mark Dever, Biblical Understanding of Evangelism, http://marks.9marks.org/overview.php?mark=5 

3. Why Should We Evangelize?   
 

3.1. We are commanded to evangelize. 
 
We should evangelize out of obedience to God. 
 
Christ has commissioned his disciples to evangelize: 
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Matthew 28:19   Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: 20   Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world. Amen. 
 

Acts 1:8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

 
Paul was compelled to preach the gospel: 
  
1 Corinthians 9:16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, 
if I preach not the gospel! 

  
Paul insists that we fulfil our role as ambassadors:  
 
 Corinthians 5: 
18   And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation; 
19   To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath 
committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 
20   Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye 
reconciled to God. 

 
 

3.2. We Evangelize for the Glory of God. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 
 
Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
 
 

3.3. We Evangelize Because No One can be Saved without the Gospel 
 
Men are lost and will go to hell without Christ. 
 
Luke 13 
1   There were present at that season some that told him of the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 
2   And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they 
suffered such things? 
3   I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 
4   Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt 
in Jerusalem? 
5   I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 

 
A person must be told of Christ before he can believe in Him. 
 
Romans 10 
11   For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 
12   For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 
13   For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
14   How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
15   And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of 
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 
 

 

3.4. We Evangelize out of Love for the Lost 
 
Many churches are motivated by the desire to increase their numbers. Some evangelize out of 
self-interest such as winning arguments, appearing intelligent, or false piety. 
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Every Christian should be concerned for the soul of his neighbour. 
 
Jesus taught the people because He had compassion on them. 
 
Mark 6:34 And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were 
as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many things. 

Romans 9 
1   I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, 
2   That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. 
3   For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: 

Romans 10:1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 

 

3.5. We Evangelize out of Love for God 
 
John 14:15 If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 

 
1 Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 

 
Love for God is the only sufficient motive for evangelism. Self-love will give way to self-
centeredness; love for the lost will fall with those whom we cannot love, and when difficulties 
seem insurmountable. Only a deep love for God will keep us following His way, declaring his 
gospel, when resources fall. John Cheesman, The Grace of God in the Gospel, p. 122 
 

3.6. We Evangelize to Add to the Condemnation of Those Who Reject 
the Gospel. 

 
These are hard sayings for many people. Some hold that God will save everybody, but that is 
not what the Bible teaches. 
 
Proverbs 16:4 The LORD hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil. 
 
John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him. 

 
Romans 9:22 What if God, choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his 
wrath--prepared for destruction? 23What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he 
prepared in advance for glory-- 24even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles? 
 

3.7. We Evangelize to Speed the 2nd Coming of Christ 
 
Matthew 24 
13   But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 
14   And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
We have seen: 

q The meaning of evangelism is to preach the gospel. 
q Evangelism is not imposition, social or political, mere personal testimony, apologetics 

or watching someone get saved.   
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q We evangelize because the Bible commands such, for the glory of God, for the love of 
God, for the love of our neighbor, to add to the condemnation of those who reject the 
gospel, and to hasten the 2nd coming of Christ.  


