
 

“Endure Unjust Treatment Patiently” 
(1 Peter 2:18-20) 

 
Introduction:  Christ calls us by His tender mercies and lovingkindnesses, which He has 
bestowed on us in the Gospel, to live a life which is holy and righteous.  He wants us to reflect 
His nature and His character.  We are His brethren, born into the same family through the new 
birth, and as members of His family we are to be of the same nature as Him, a nature which is 
characterized by a supernatural love and obedience.  Peter reminds us of these truths at the 
beginning of his letter to serve as the basis of all that he would exhort us to afterward.  Now, 
after having laid the foundation of our evangelical obedience through the Gospel, he begins to 
apply Christ to us as he calls us to put off the old man and to put on the new.   
 Last week we saw one way in which we could do just this.  Peter called us to submit to 
all human authority.  He said that God ordained it for our good, and therefore we are to submit 
to it with all humility and seriousness.  It is in this way that the Lord intends to silence those 
wicked men who would slander you for doing what is right in Christ.  You must use your 
freedom in Christ, not as an excuse to sin, but rather to serve the Lord in a new and fresh way.  
You are to give everyone what is due to them:  honor to whom honor is due, love to whom love, 
fear to whom fear.   
 But Peter does not stop here in his application of the principle of submission.  As I said 
last week, God has ordained authority throughout all of His creation.  From the highest to the 
lowest, all men are under some kind of authority.  The child is under the authority of his father 
and mother.  The wife is under the authority of her husband.  The husband is under the 
authority of Christ.  All are under the authority of the state, and the state is under the authority 
of Christ.  And all of course are under all of the authorities which are above them.  The Lord 
has ordained it so.  And because He has ordained it, you and I must submit to it.  And so Peter 
goes on now to further apply this principle to the relationship which a master has over his slave, 
and in so doing also gives us a principle of what we are to do when people mistreat us.  What he 
tells us this morning is that,  
 
 God requires that you submit to authority, even when doing so means that you will be 
mistreated.   
 
I.  First, Peter Calls You to Submit to Your Masters.   

A.  Peter, As I Said, Continues Here the Application of the Principle of Submission to 
Authority.   
1.  First he told us that we were to submit to all human authority as a matter of conscience, 

for this is what our Lord commands us.  Paul writes, “Let every person be in subjection 
to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which 
exist are established by God.  Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the 
ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon 
themselves” (Rom. 13:1-2).   

2.  When you or I oppose any lawful authority, we must remember that we are opposing 
God Himself.  He is the One who established it, and therefore to resist it is to resist 
Him.   

3.  If we could just grab hold of this principle it would save us a great deal of grief.   
a.  The way to be exalted in the kingdom of God is through humiliation, not through 
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pride.   
b.  If we would just humble ourselves before the Lord and submit to His ordinances in 

every area of our lives, how blessed we would be.  Peter says, “GOD IS OPPOSED 
TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE” (1 Peter 5:5).   

c.  If you are proud, God is your adversary.  But if you are meek and lowly, He is your 
friend.  He gives grace to the humble.  Peter says, “Humble yourselves, therefore, 
under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time” (5:6).   

 
4.  After giving this to us as the general principle, Peter said first that we must submit to 

kings and to governors.   
5.  Now he applies this to servants and masters.  And in chapter 3 he will apply it to the 

husband and wife relationship.   
6.  But note here with regard to masters and servants, that the servant is to render all 

obedience and respect to his master.   
a.  Now again we do not live in a time when there is slavery in our culture.  That 

institution was declared illegal after the civil war.   
b.  We do, however, have those today who become full time servants for the very 

wealthy.  Our sister Katie is in such a position.  She serves a family as a nanny.  
But this is a paid position from which she is free to leave at any time that she wishes.   

c.  But still further, I believe that we can legitimately apply this principle to 
labor/management relations.  When a person submits to another to work for that 
person for so much per hour, that person becomes the employer’s servant for that 
period of time.  The employer has the right and authority after this contract is made 
to require work them to do certain things.   

d.  Therefore, I believe that this passage applies to you who are employees.  It calls 
you to submit to your employers.  They have a legitimate authority over you, 
granted to them by God.  And if you resist this, you are resisting the ordinance of 
God.   

e.  Now this text does not address the employer, but we understand from other parts of 
Scripture that he is also bound to fulfill certain obligations on your behalf as well.  
He must pay you your full wages on time, if you do your work satisfactorily, or he 
will have to answer to God.   

f.  But the main point here is to the subordinate.  You are to submit to your master.   
 
B.  But Note Here How You Are to Submit to Them:  “With all respect.”   

1.  The word “respect” here is literally translated “fear.”  As you are to fear God, so you 
are to fear your master, for he has the authority of God.   

2.  And why should you fear?  It is because wherever there is authority, there is also the 
power to enforce that authority.   
a.  In that culture, if a servant failed to behave or perform as he should, the master had 

incentives to bring about reformation in their character.  One of these incentives was 
the whip.   

b.  Jesus says in Luke 12:47-48, “And that slave who knew his master’s will and did 
not get ready or act in accord with his will, shall receive many lashes, but the one 
who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but 
few.”   
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c.  This is the way in which the king would discipline those who were rebellious.  
When the people approached King Rehoboam and asked him to lighten his father 
Solomon’s yoke, he replied very foolishly, “Whereas my father loaded you with a 
heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but I will 
discipline you with scorpions” (1 Kings 12:11).   

d.  Because of his rash statement, King Rehoboam lost the Northern 10 tribes.  But the 
point here is that with every legitimate authority that the Lord has established, He 
has also given with it a means to enforce it.   

e.  When King Charles Stuart I of England was told that he had the power to command 
his subjects to do what he would, he replied, “Where is the power of a king without 
an army.”   

f.  God gives to the king an army to enforce his authority.  He gives the church 
censures to enforce His Word.  He gives parents the rod to enforce the obedience of 
their children.  He also reserves to Himself an almost innumerable number of means 
to enforce His will.    

g.  Therefore every lawful authority is to be feared, for they all hold certain “swords” 
which they do not hold in vain.   

h.  You are therefore to submit to them in fear, realizing that the most fearful part of 
insubordination on your part may not be their sword, but the Lord’s.   

 
C.  And, Peter Says, You Are to Fear and Submit to Them Whether They Treat You Well or 

Not.   
1.  Peter says, “Not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are 

unreasonable.”   
2.  Now submission is not difficult when your employers treat you well.   

a.  There are those who have trouble submitting to anyone, because of the unmortified 
sin of rebellion in their hearts.  Their pride will not allow them to bend their knees 
to anyone, unless they are forced by the “rod.”   

b.  But generally speaking, for those who will submit, it is much easier to submit to 
those who treat you well, than to those who treat you harshly.  You are much more 
apt to have affection toward those who take care of you and who treat you fairly, 
than those who seek to take advantage of you.   

c.  When I was in high school, I worked for a fast-food restaurant that was managed by 
two brothers.  The older brother was very strict and made us work hard, but treated 
us very fairly.  The younger brother was loose and easy going.  And he had certain 
favorites whom he would let goof off, while he forced the others to take up the slack.  
Personally, I was much more inclined to work hard for the older brother than the 
younger, because he treated me better, and because my hard work was rewarded by 
him.   

d.  It is much easier to submit to those who are “good” to you and “patient.”   
 
II.  But What About Those Who Mistreat You and Are Unreasonable in Their 

Expectations?  Peter Says You Must Submit to Them As Well.   
A.  He Says, “Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect (or fear), not only to 

those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable.”   
1.  If you have been in the work force long enough, you know that there are those 
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employers who have unreasonable expectations.   
a.  The idea here is one who is dishonest, unfair, and harsh.   
b.  They expect you to do too much work in the time that you have allotted.   
c.  Perhaps, like my supervisor at the fast-food restaurant, they make you do all the 

work, while they and their favorites kick back and don’t do any work.   
d.  In Peter’s time, a Christian could have been the slave of a harsh master who would 

beat him for the slightest reason.   
e.  In the story of Androcles and the Lion, Androcles ran away from his master because 

of his harsh treatment, even knowing that the penalty for a run away slave in Rome 
was to be eaten by the lions.   

 
2.  What are you to do if you should suffer at the hands of a harsh employer?  Peter says 

that you are to submit to them as well.   
 
B.  And Here He Introduces a Principle to Guide Us in Situations Where We Suffer At the 

Hands of Men, Even Though We Do Not Deserve It.   
1.  This principle is found in verse 19, “For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience 

toward God a man bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.”   
a.  This is true not only in the area of master/slave or employer/employee relations, but 

in every area as well.   
b.  God favors those who bear up under mistreatment.   
c.  The idea here is that they will endure, or bear with patience, the bad treatment of 

others toward them, because they know it is the will of God.   
d.  With them it is a matter of conscience.  God has required it, therefore, they will 

suffer for Him, and they will do so patiently.   
e.  Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount, “Blessed are you when men cast insults at 

you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of 
Me.  Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you” (Matt. 5:11-12).  The prophets were righteous 
men.  They only sought to be faithful to their Lord by calling the people to faith and 
repentance.  And yet, they were persecuted.   

f.   There were many other godly men who were persecuted as well.   
g.  Didn’t Joseph do what was right in the sight of God, and yet suffer?  He was his 

father’s favorite, and because of this his brothers hated him.  They threw him in a pit 
and sold him into slavery.   

h.  When Joseph was in Potiphar’s house, wasn’t his behavior above reproach?  And 
yet he was thrown into jail because of a false accusation made against him by 
Potiphar’s lustful wife.   

i.  What was Daniel guilty of when he was thrown into the lion’s den, except that he 
prayed to his God three times a day with his window open?   

j.  What did Noah do to bring the reproach of his neighbors upon himself, except that 
he believed God and built a boat to save himself and his household?   

k.  Did these men suffer unjustly?  Yes, all of them did.  Did they bear up patiently 
under that suffering?  There are no words recorded in Scripture in which they 
blamed God.  Were these men favored by God?  Joseph was exalted to second in 
authority in all the land of Egypt.  The Lord used him to save both his and his 
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father’s household.  Daniel was exalted to third in command under Belshazzar.  
Noah was the only man who was saved with his household, when God destroyed the 
entire earth in the flood.   

l.  God favors those who will patiently bear up under suffering, when they do it for 
their Lord’s sake.   

m.  How do you hold up under persecution and suffering?  When you are faced with 
situations in which others are persecuting you, even though before the Lord you have 
done nothing wrong, how do you respond?  Do you endure the suffering which God 
has ordained for you patiently?   

 
2.  Now Peter does not say that all suffering is virtuous.   

a.  Obviously, there is no virtue in suffering when you suffer for doing what is wrong.   
b.  Was there any virtue in Satan’s suffering when he was cast out of heaven into hell?  

Would there be any virtue in Haman, if he patiently endured the hanging he received 
for his plot to destroy Mordecai and the Jews?  If the men who were drowned when 
God flooded the world endured that as patiently as they could, would this find favor 
with God?   

c.  Of course not!  They were only getting what their evil deeds deserved.  There is no 
virtue in suffering patiently when you do what is evil.   

 
3.  But there is virtue when you suffer for doing what is right, and you endure that with 

patience.   
a.  Our Lord Jesus Christ again is the greatest example of this.  He committed no 

crime in the sight of God, and yet He suffered greatly at the hands of His enemies.   
b.  Isaiah writes of Him, “He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He did not open 

His mouth; like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent before 
its shearers, so He did not open His mouth.  By oppression and judgment He was 
taken away; and as for His generation, who considered that He was cut off out of the 
land of the living, for the transgression of my people to whom the stroke was due?” 
(Isa. 53:7-8).   

c.  Christ did not sin.  He was the precious and spotless Lamb of God.  And yet He 
died the cursed death of the cross in order to bring salvation to that innumerable 
multitude which no man can number.   

d.  And yet was Christ not also the greatest example of those whom the Lord rewards 
for enduring unjust suffering?   

e.  Christ did not so much as open His mouth against God or man in His passion, but 
kept entrusting Himself to the One who judges righteously.   

f.  And you must do so as well.  When you are being persecuted realize that no one is 
getting away with anything.  Each man who unjustly persecutes you will receive his 
reward in full from the Lord.  He will either have those sins punished in Christ, if he 
lays hold of Him by faith and repentance, or he will answer for them himself on the 
day of God’s judgment.   

g.  We must entrust ourselves to God when we are suffering unjustly, and know that 
God will square all accounts in the end.   

h.  And so are you suffering unjustly at the hands of another?  Are you being 
persecuted for the sins of another?  Is there someone or more than one who is 
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seeking to afflict you, although before God you have done what is right and good as 
best you can?  Then this passage calls you to bear with it patiently and entrust 
yourself to God.   

i.  Paul tells Timothy, “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12).   

j.  If you do what is right, you will provoke a sinful response from others who do not 
want to submit to God.  Paul said all who will desire to live godly will be 
persecuted.   

k.  If that is the case with you, then remember that Jesus told you ahead of time that it 
would be this way.  Bear up under it then for Him.  Bear with it patiently.  For this 
finds favor with God.  Christ died to sanctify every one of these trial which would 
come your way.  It comes out of love for you, in order to purify you in your 
Master’s service.  Therefore, endure it as a gift from God, for your Lord intends it 
for your good.   

l.  But woe unto you if you should ever be the source of that persecution.  Jesus said, 
“Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks!  For it is inevitable that 
stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through whom the stumbling block 
comes!” (Matt. 18:7).   

m.  If that is the case with you, Jesus calls you to believe on Him and to turn from your 
sins.  He calls you to love and encourage one another, not to bite and devour.  If 
you have or are persecuting anyone for doing what is right, you must repent.  May 
the light of His Word open the eyes of your understanding to see.  And may His 
Spirit compel you to lay your actions and attitudes at the cross of Christ.  Let His 
Word and Spirit examine your heart and show you the truth.  Call upon the Lord to 
cleanse you of your sinful deeds.  He has the healing balm and cure for all of your 
woes.  He can change your heart and make you like Himself.  Don’t let bitterness 
make you store up wrath for yourself in the day of His judgment.  Call upon Christ 
and find His healing for your soul.  Amen.   


