
“Eschatology” 

(Part 1) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  There are differing views on the last times.   

1.  Dispensational Premillennialism.   

a.  Most prevalent view today.   

b.  Originated in the 19
th

 century with J. N. Darby (1800-1882).   

c.  Made popular by C. I. Scofield’s Study Bible (1909, 1917).   

d.  Main features:   

(i)  Insists on a “literal wherever possible” principle of interpretation.   

(a)  Believes the 1000 year period of Revelation 20 to be literal.   

(b)  Believes the land promises to Israel have not been fulfilled and so will be 

during the millennium.   

 

(ii)  Gives priority to the book of Revelation in understanding last things.   

(a)  Begins its Eschatology in Revelation 20 (1000 years).   

(b)  Interprets the rest of the NT passages to fit this passage.   

 

(iii)  Insists that God has a separate plan for Israel and for the Church.   

(a)  Believes that the church age is a parenthesis that began with Israel’s 

rejection of Jesus Christ when He presented Himself to them as their King, 

and will end when He returns to rapture the Church.   

(b)  Believes that the church will be raptured and judged prior to a seven year 

tribulation period (the seventieth week of Daniel), at which time the Lord will 

turn again to deal with Israel.   

(c)  Believes that the Second Coming will immediately follow the seven year 

tribulation, at which time the nations will be judged and the righteous will 

enter the millennial kingdom.   Believing Jews who lived prior to the Church 

Age will also be raised to enjoy their millennial kingdom.   

(d)  Believes that those converted during the Tribulation period will repopulate 

the earth, while glorified believers reign with Christ.   

(e)  Believes that the millennium is distinctly Jewish in nature – the time when 

the Lord will fulfill His promises to Israel – that the Temple will be rebuilt 

and sacrifices reinstituted.  Satan will also be bound at its beginning, but will 

be released just prior to the end of the millennium, bringing about a great 

persecution against all believers.   

(f)  Believes that at the end of the millennium, the wicked will be destroyed, 

raised from the dead, judged, and the new heavens and earth will be brought 

in, beginning the eternal state.   

 

2.  Historic Premillennialism.   

a.  Less common than Dispensational Premillennialism.   
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b.  Originated in the second century, being held by such men as Justin Martyr (100-

165), Irenaeus (2
nd

 Century – c. 202), and Tertullian (c. 160-220).   

c.  Held more recently by John Gill, Charles Spurgeon, George Eldon Ladd, Francis 

Schaeffer, Gordon Clark, and James Montgomery Boice.   

d.   Main features:   

(i)  Rejects the idea that God has separate plans for Israel and the Church.   

(ii)  Believes there will be a period of great apostasy and tribulation before Christ 

returns.   

(iii)  Rejects the idea that the church will be raptured before the Tribulation (post-

tribulation rapture; rejects the two returns of Christ).   

(iv)  Believes there will be a 1000 year period following Christ’s return when Satan 

will be bound, and peace and prosperity will flourish; but denies that the 

millennium will have a distinctively Jewish character and that the Temple will 

be rebuilt and sacrifices reinstituted.   

(v)  Believes that at the end of the millennium Satan will be released, will bring 

about a great rebellion, but will be destroyed just prior to the final resurrection 

and judgment, followed by the eternal state.   

(vi)  In both Historic and Dispensational Premillennialism, the Second Coming and 

the Final Judgment are separated by 1000 years.   

 

3.  Amillennialism.   

a.  One of the two primary views held in the Reformed tradition (although there have 

also been those who have held to both forms of Premillennialism).  Also held by 

the Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Disciples of Christ, and Anglican 

Churches.   

b.  Originated in the same time frame as Historic Premillennialism.  Justin Martyr 

(100-165) mentioned other views in his Dialog with Trypho the Jew.  Some believe 

Pseudo-Barnabas (c. 70-131) to hold this position.  Clement of Alexandria (c. 150-

211/216) and Origen (185-254) denied premillennialism.  Augustine (354-430) 

systematized it in the 4
th

 Century.   

c.  Main features:   

(i)  Embraces a biblical principle of interpretation that treats each passage 

according to its literary type (genre).   

(ii)  Rejects the distinction between Israel and the Church.   

(iii)  Believes there is no millennium such as Premillennialism or Postmillennialism 

teaches.  The thousand years is a figurative time frame for the period of time 

between Christ’s first and second comings.   

(iv)  Believes that the promises made to the Jews are fulfilled by Christ to the 

church during this time frame.   

(v)  Believes that Satan is bound now that he might not deceive the nations as the 

Kingdom of Heaven advances, but that he is not absolutely bound nor shall be at 

any point prior to the eternal state.   

(vi)  Believes that at the end of the “millennium”, Satan will be released, bring 

about the great apostasy, the Second Coming will take place, followed by the 

General Judgment and the Eternal State.   
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4.  Postmillennialism.   

a.  Another view that has been widely held in the Reformed tradition.   

b.  Originated in the 16
th

 and 17
th

 Centuries among the Puritans and Reformed 

theologians, such as Cocceius, Witsius, and A’Brakel.  Also widely held among the 

New England Puritans and the Scottish Presbyterians of the 18th Century and 

Presbyterians of the 19th and early 20th centuries.   

c.  Main features:   

(i)  Embraces a biblical principle of interpretation that treats each passage 

according to its literary type (genre).   

(ii)  Rejects the distinction between Israel and the Church.   

(iii)  Believes that the promises made to the Jews are fulfilled by Christ to the 

church.   

(iii)  Believes there is a future time of peace and prosperity that will take place 

before Christ returns and last for a long period of time (the triumph of the 

Kingdom of Heaven on earth this side of glory).    

(iv)  Believes that Satan is bound now so that he might not deceive the nations as 

the Kingdom of Heaven advances, but that he will be bound more absolutely in 

the future.   

(v)  Believes that at the end of the “millennium”, Satan will be released, bring 

about the great apostasy, the Second Coming will take place, followed by the 

General Judgment and the Eternal State.   

 

B.  Why do these different views exist?   

1.  The main reason is that of differing hermeneutics.   

a.  There are Old Testament passages that speak of Israel’s restoration to the land of 

Canaan, the temple being rebuilt, the priesthood restored, the sacrifices reinstituted  

(Isa. 60:10-14; Ez. 37:24f).   

b.  Dispensational Premillennialists take these passages literally and say that this must 

take place during the 1000 years mentioned in Revelation 20.   

c.  However, Historic Premillennialists, Amillennialists and Postmillennialists 

interpret these texts differently.  They allow the NT to explain the Old.   

(i)  The OT prophets spoke of the glories of the Messianic Age in terms of types 

and figures, drawing from their own age to describe the unfamiliar with the 

familiar.   

(ii)  This is one of the features of prophetic literature:  it is not to be understood in a 

straightforward, literal way.  We need to take into account the kind of literature 

we’re looking at and interpret each genre according to its particular character.   

(a)  Numbers 12:6-8 gives us the key to understanding prophecy.  “He said, 

‘Hear now My words:  If there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, shall 

make Myself known to him in a vision.  I shall speak with him in a dream.  

Not so, with My servant Moses, he is faithful in all My household; with him I 

speak mouth to mouth, even openly, and not in dark sayings, and he beholds 

the form of the LORD.  Why then were you not afraid to speak against My 

servant, against Moses?”  It tells us that the Lord revealed these things to the 

prophets in figurative and not straightforward language.   
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(b)  The same point is made by Peter in the NT, “As to this salvation, the prophets 

who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches and 

inquiries, seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them 

was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.  

It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these 

things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the 

gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven -- things into which angels 

long to look” (1 Pet. 1:10-12).   

 

(iii)  It’s clear that the New Testament writers did not look for a literal fulfillment 

of what appear to be distinctively Jewish features:   

(a)  Dispensationalists believe that Israel and the church are distinct groups and 

that the Lord has different plans for each.  However, the NT writers indicate 

that those who believe (the church) are the true children of Abraham and the 

children of promise (Israel):   

(1)  “Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of 

Abraham” (Gal. 3:7).   

(2)  “And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise” (4:28; cf. Eph. 

2:11-22; 3:4-6).   

 

(b)  They believe that since God must fulfill His promises, the Jews must inherit 

the land promised to Abraham as an everlasting possession.   

(1)  The NT writers, however, see this promise fulfilled to the church in the 

New Heavens and New Earth:  “For the promise to Abraham or to his 

descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law, 

but through the righteousness of faith” (Rom. 4:13; cf. Matt. 5:5; Heb. 

11:10).  Abraham himself was not looking for a literal fulfillment of this 

promise.   

(2)  The land promise was fulfilled to Israel:  “So the LORD gave Israel all 

the land which He had sworn to give to their fathers, and they possessed it 

and lived in it.  And the LORD gave them rest on every side, according to 

all that He had sworn to their fathers, and no one of all their enemies stood 

before them; the LORD gave all their enemies into their hand.  Not one of 

the good promises which the LORD had made to the house of Israel 

failed; all came to pass” (Josh. 21:43-45).   

 

(c)  Dispensationalists look for a restored earthly Jerusalem in the millennium; 

but the NT writers see this fulfilled in the heavenly city of God:  “But you 

have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, to the general assembly and church of 

the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to 

the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new 

covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of 

Abel” (Heb. 12:22-24).   

(d)  They look for David’s throne to be rebuilt and for Christ to sit on it; but the 

NT writers see this fulfilled in Christ’s ascension to heaven:  “After they had 
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stopped speaking, James answered, saying, ‘Brethren, listen to me.  Simeon 

has related how God first concerned Himself about taking from among the 

Gentiles a people for His name.  With this the words of the Prophets agree, 

just as it is written, ‘After these things I will return, and I will rebuild the 

tabernacle of David which has fallen, and I will rebuild its ruins, and I will 

restore it, so that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles 

who are called by My Name,’ says the Lord, who makes these things known 

from long ago” (Acts 15:13-18).   

(e)  They look for the Temple to be rebuilt (Ez. 40-47); but the NT writers tell us 

the Temple was already rebuilt when Christ was raised from the dead:  “Jesus 

answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’  

The Jews then said, ‘It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You 

raise it up in three days?’  But He was speaking of the temple of His body” 

(John 2:19-21).   

(f)  Dispensationalists believe the Jews’ rejection of Jesus put God’s plan for 

them on hold; but the NT writers tell us that what God promised was received 

by those Jews who were chosen, while the rest were hardened:  “What then?  

What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen 

obtained it, and the rest were hardened; just as it is written, ‘God gave them a 

spirit of stupor, eyes to see not and ear to hear not, down to this very day’“ 

(Rom. 11:7-8).   

(g)  In short, everything God promised to the Jews was fulfilled in the blessings 

Christ brought to His church; there is no plan for the Jews separate from the 

church:  “But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as 

He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better 

promises” (Heb. 8:6).   

 

2.  The differences between Historic Premillennialism, Amillennialism, and 

Postmillennialism has to do mainly with whether Christ returns prior to the 

millennium or after it; and the difference between the Amillennial and Postmillennial 

views has to do with how successful they believe the kingdom of God will be before 

Christ returns.   

a.  From here, we’ll develop a view of last things from the NT, beginning outside of 

the book of Revelation, then taking this interpretation to Revelation 20 to 

understand the 1000 years mentioned there.  (This should eliminate the 

Premillennial view as a possibility and leave only the Amillennial and 

Postmillennial views).   

b.  Then we’ll consider the Moderate Preterist view of Matthew 24 and the book of 

Revelation.  (This will remove the major obstacle to the Postmillennial view).   

c.  Then we’ll examine the arguments for Postmillennialism.   


