
"Election Is by Grace, Not on the Basis of Your Works" 
(Romans 11: 6) 

Introduction: It is now only a few days until the anniversary of that most 
blessed event which was used by the Lord to lead His people out of years of 
darkness into the glorious light of the Gospel. It was the beginning of one 
of the greatest revivals ever poured forth from God upon His church in her 
many years on this earth. Of course I am referring to the anniversary of the 
Protestant Reformation, which was begun through God's servant, Martin Luther, 
though unknowingly, when he nailed the 95 Theses to the church door in 
Wittenburg, on October 31, 1517, the eve of All Saint's Day. It is 
interesting that Luther was apparently still unconverted when he nailed his 
Theses to the door. He was calling for a public debate with the doctors of 
the church over the issue of the abuse of indulgences, not their use. The 
light of the Gospel had not yet dawned upon his darkened mind. He did not yet 
realize that Christ had satisfied with His blood for all of His people's sins. 
Luther still needed to be converted. 

But the truth finally did come to Luther in the following year, the truth 
that man is not saved by his works, but by grace alone through faith alone, as 
the apostle Paul had written many years ago in Romans 1:16-17, "FOR I AM NOT 
ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL, FOR IT IS THE POWER OF GOD FOR SALVATION TO EVERYONE 
WHO BELIEVES, TO THE JEW FIRST AND ALSO TO THE GREEK. FOR IN IT THE 
RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IS REVEALED FROM FAITH TO FAITH; AS IT IS WRITTEN, BUT 
THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH." Luther realized that man is not saved 
by works alone, nor by faith plus works, but by the grace of God alone, 
through faith in Christ alone. The light of the Gospel had pierced his 
understanding and kindled a fire in his heart which all of the persecution of 
the Church could not quench, for it was set aflame by the Spirit of God. 

But to fully appreciate this marvelous gift of God's grace, we must see 
that it extends even further back than the point in time in which a person 
who comes to Christ is saved. It has its roots in God's eternal plan. This 
is what Paul tells us this morning. 

In Romans 11, Paul is dealing with the place of the Jew in the kingdom 
of God. Now that the kingdom has been taken away from the Jewish nation and 
given to another nation who will produce the fruits which God desires (Matt. 
21:43), does this mean that God is finished with the Jew? Paul emphatically 
says, IlMAY IT NEVER BE (v. 1)!" God has not rejected His people, "WHOM HE 
FOREKNEW" (v. 2). He points to himself as one of those Jews whom the Lord 
has had mercy on, for he too was "AN ISRAELITE, A DESCENDANT OF ABRAHAM, OF 
THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN" (v. 1). God has not rejected His people whom He 
foreknew, for Paul was living proof that there were Jews who were being 
saved. But not all Jews were being saved. There was never a time in 
Israel's history when all the Jews believed. There were even times when it 
appeared as though the number of the faithful had disappeared. EUjah 
cried out, "LORD, THEY HAVE KILLED THEY PROPHETS, THEY HAVE TORN DOWN THINE 
ALTARS, AND I ALONE AM LEFT, AND THEY ARE SEEKING MY LIFE. BUT WHAT IS THE 
DIVINE RESPONSE TO HIM? I HAVE KEPT FOR MYSELF SEVEN THOUSAND MEN WHO HAVE 
NOT BOWED THE KNEE TO BAAL" (v. 4). God has always had His faithful 
remnant, and it has always been according to God's gracious choice (v. 5). 
That was true then, and it continues to be true now, because God made these 
choices in eternity. But the point which Paul brings out here is that even 
God's choice was not based on works, but on His sovereign good pleasure, on 
His grace. And so what I want you to see in this passage this morning is 
that, 

E.lect:ion unto salvat:ion is nat an the basis of any supposed good 
works foreseen by God, but solely on the bas:is of His grac.ioas cho.ice. 
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I. 	 First, You Should Realize by Now that You Are Not Saved by Your Works, 
But by Grace Alone. 
A. 	 It Was Over This Point that MarLin Luther Had His StruggJe with the 

Church of His Day. 
1. 	 In his time, it was very wide-spread through the church that man 

ha.d something to cO.l1tribute to his saJvation. 
a. 	 Man needed the grace of God to be sure. The c1mrch had 

rejected the view of the monk Pelagius who taught that a man 
could be saved apart from any help from God. They knew that 
man could not even begin his journey to heaven wi thout 
receiving supernatural help. 

b. 	 And this help God was pleased to provide through the church, 
by way of the sacraments. The pope and the bishops believed 
themselves tn be in direct line from the apostJes and to 
have) by virtue of this succession, the power of the Holy 
Spirit to administer the grace of God through the sacraments. 

c. 	 Through baptism, man received that grace which he needed to 
begin his progress towards justification. It gave him legs 
to walk towards the goal of salvation. Once awakened in 
this way, man could cooperate, or work together with God, to 
bring his journey to comp.letion. 

d. 	 God gave him grace through the sacraments, and man gained 
more merit through his obedience to God's commandments. 

-	 Faith was necessary, but faith was not enough" Man also 
needed to work out his salvation, in a meritorious sense. 
After all, they argued, :isn't this what the apostle James 
meant, where he wrote, nyOU SEE THAT A MAN IS JUSTIFIED BY 
WORKS, AND NOT BY FAITH ALONE" (James 2: 24) , 

e. 	 If man did not contribute to his salvation, then he would 
not be saved at all. 

2. 	 But Luther found, through the Bible and through his personal 
experience, that what the Church had been teaching was simply 
not true. 
a. 	 He struggled long and hard to try and f.Ind some measure of 

peace with God. 
b. 	 He originally entered the monastery to f.ind this peace, but 

what he found instead was that the more he understood the 
holiness of God, and his own s.in, the more condemned he 
felt. The great question he kept asking himself was, How 
can a sinful man be just before God? 

c. 	 He spent hours in the confessional confessing his sins. He 
participated in the sacraments; he venerated the holy relics 
of the saints; he prayed to the saints for help. He was 
even orda.ined a priest and had holy orders conferred on him. 
But he still found no peace w.ith God, 

d. 	 It wasn't until his Black Tower experience, the year after 
his nailing of the Theses, wben he was in a depressed state, 
tbat the light of the Gospel broke in on him like a flash. 
The righteousness of God is not what He requires for a man 
to be justified, butth~ o[iGhteousness that He gives to 
justify the ungodly.-ffl1:¥tnc'ould never do enough works to be 
saved. He could not even by a perfect obedience make up for 
one of the many sins which he had committed in the past. 
God a.lways requires perfect obedience anyway. Rather, be 
saw that man is saved by grace through faith alone. H:is 
works simply reveal that a supernatural change has been 
worked in his heart by God. Salvation must be by faith 
alone in order that it m.ight be by gnu:e alone. 
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B. 	 Luther Discovered that His Works Did Not Earn Anything Towards IUs 
Si:l.lvat:ion. Are You Trust.ing in Your Works to Save You? 
1. 	 God says that your best works are like filthy menstrual rags; 


far from meriting anything, they are fun of demerit. 

a. 	 You cannot do anything which will pass the righteous 


judgment of God. 

b. 	 And since there is nothing that you can do to please HilT!, it 

is also obvious that the faith that you need to be saved 
cannot be produced by you. It is not a human work that one 
may do to merit salvation. 

c. 	 There are many churches today which teacll this. Maybe 
you have come from a church which does. 

d. 	 But if what Paul says is true, "THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, 
THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE" (Rom. 3:12), and if what Jesus says 
is true, "IT IS THE SPIRIT WHO GIVES LIFE; THE FLESH PROFITS 
NOTHING" (John 6:63), then it is aLso true that there is 
nothing YOll can do in your natural strength to save 
yourse.lf. You cannot do good. Your flesh can profit you 
nothing at all. You need to be born again by the Spirit of 
God before you can embrace the Savior by faith. 

e. 	 Do not look to yourself for you salvation, but look to God 
to change your heart and make you willing to come. 

f. 	 SaJvaLion is by grace alone, through faith alone. 

2. 	 But we must also be careful that we do not run to the other 

extreme and say that therefore works are unimportant. 

a. 	 Your works are very important. As a matter of fact, they 

are just as necessary for YOllr salvation in God's Covenant 
of Grace as they were under the Covenant o.f Works. But they 
are necessary for a different reason. 

b. 	 In the Covenant o.f Works which God placf~d Adam under in the 
garden, man was to gain salvation by his works. 

c. 	 In the Covenant of Grace, on the other hand, Christ is the 
Onl': who merits sa.lvatioll for His people through His perfect 
life and through His aton.ing death. He is the One who earns 
Sa1Vi'ltion for His people, for they cannot earn it for 
themse1ves • 

d. 	 But even though He earns the righteousness necessary to save 
you and bring you to heaven, your works are stLll necessary. 

e. 	 Here is the point that you need to understand. They are 
necessary in another sense. They are not necessary .in that 
they earn sa.lvation or add anything to it. But they are 
necessary as the fruit of your conversion• 

.f. 	 If you are a Christian here this morning, you are bearing 
fruit, and will continue to bear fruit, or you are not a 
Christian. Jesus said, "EVRRY GOOD TREE BEARS GOOD FRUIT" 
(Ma t t. 7: 1 7) • "HE WHO ABIDES IN ME, AND I IN HIM, HE BEARS 
MUCH FRUIT" (John 15:5). 

g. 	 ItWlS for this purpose that God saved you, "FOR WE ARE HIS 
WORKMANSHIP, CREATED IN CHRIST JESUS FOR GOOD WORKS, WHICH 
GOD PREPARED BEFOREHAND, THAT WE SHOULD WALl( IN THEM" (Eph. 
2:10). 

h. 	 Works add exactly nothing to your salvation? but you cannot 
be saved apart .from them.IJV.>.;. -';;;L,it~"''(f<ru.j ;•.....r"". F4Q."1J.e J...:-p..;tic,(" 

i. 	 And so we see that salvation :is by grace through .faith, and (..!e',,-t.er. 

not of works, lest a11yone shou.ld boast (Eph. 2:8-9). But we 
are not to think therefore that works are unimportant. They 
must be there, or the grace of God is not there. 

http:e',,-t.er
http:yourse.lf
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II. 	 But Paul Goes Even Further in Our Passage This Morning by Saying that 
Not Only Are You Not Saved by Your Works, Neither Was Your Election to 
Salvat.ion Based Upon Your Works. 

A. 	 He Says, "BUT IF IT IS BY GRACE, IT IS NO LONGER ON THE BASIS OF 
WORKS. " ,'1'<J, Ld'i{;yi~
1. 	 "IT" refers to God's electiono; that election by which a Jew, or 

any one,is foreknown and included in the believing remnant. 
They are not made so by their works, but "ACCoRDING TO GOD 'S 
GRACIOUS CHOICE" (v. 5). 
a. 	 Paul says the same thing .:in Ephesian 1 :4-5, 11, "JUST AS HE 

CHOSE US IN HIM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, THAT WE 
SHOULD BE HOLY AND BLAMELESS BEFORE HIM. IN LOVE liE 
PREDESTINED US TO ADOPTION AS SONS TO HIMSELF, ACCORDING TO 
THE KIND INTENTION OF HIS WILL • ••• ALSO WE HAVE OBTAINED 
AN INHERITANCE, HAVING BEEN PREDESTINED ACCORDING TO HIS 
PURPOSE WHO WORKS ALL THINGS AFTER THE COUNSEL OF HIS WILL." 

b. 	 Not only is salvation not by works, but neither is God's 
choice of us unto salvation. If God had made His decisions of 
whom He wouJd save and whom not based on what He foresaw we 
would do, then He would have chosen none of us, for He would 
not have found any good thing in any of us. Apart from His 
grace we would all be running as hard and as fast as we could 
away from Him. 

c. 	 Election, as well as salvation, cannot be on the basis of 
works. 

2. 	 And this is wha t Paul means where he says, "BUT IF IT IS BY 
GRACE, IT IS NO ~ONGER ON THE BASIS OF WORKS." 
a. 	 He is not saying that election was based on works, but it is 

now no longer since grace has come in. Works were never the 
basis of elect.ion. Klection is based on the mere good 
pleasure of God. 

b. 	 What he is saying is, that since it is by grace, it cannot 
be by works, for the two are opposing princip.les. 

B. 	 If Works Had Anything to Do With Your Salvation or Your Election, 
Then You Would No Longer Be Saved by Grace, for Grace by Defin.it.ion 
Excludes Any Kind of Merit. 
1. 	 This is the main point: Grace and works are mutual.Zy excJusive 

principles. 
a. 	 Grace is unmerited favor given to one who deserves not favor 

but judgment. 
b. 	 Work, on the other hand, is something that demands payment 

for services rendered. 
c. 	 Grace is the Lord giv:ing heaven to one who knows that by 

his works he has onJy merited hell. It is the bestowing of 
pardon upon the one who cannot raise his eyes to heaven, but 
who can only beat upon his breast and say, "GoD, BE MERCIFUL 
TO ME, THE SINNER" (Luke 18: 13)! 

d. 	 The principJe of works, on the other hand, stands before the 
Lord and thanks himself for the gaining of heaven. It is more 
like the Pharisee who went up to the temple to pray at the 
same time as the tax-collector, who thanked God that: he was so 
much better than the rest because of his good works. The one 
who works reaches out his hand to take what he has earned; the 
one who receives grace humbly acknowledges that he has no 
claim on anything except God's wra tl1 , and thanks God for His 
infinite mercy towards him. 

e. 	 Grace cannot be earned; it cannot be demanded. "OTHERWISE, 
Pau.l says, "GRACE IS NO LONGER GRACE." 

http:mutual.Zy
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2. 	 And so we have much to thank God for in sending to us that 
revival which took place nearly 400 years ago. 
a. 	 Human.ly speaking, if :it were not for Luther, you may still 

be burning candles to Mary, praying through your rosary 
daily. and going to confess_ion once a week, hoping to obtain 
salvation. 

b. 	 But now that the truth has shone .forth, you know that your 
salvation is from first to last of the Lord. He is the One 
who has chosen t110se who wi 11 be saved according to His 
gracious choice. He is the One who must grant the gift of 
faith in time to enable you to believe in His only begotten 
Son and be saved. And He is also the One who must uphold 
you through all of your trials and bring you safely to 
heaven, again by His grace. 

c. 	 The quesUon J put to you this morning is, Are you trusting 
in Chris t ? Have you received the new birth, and are you a 
servant of the Lord? I.f so, you cannot thank yourself, but 
only God. The Bible says that there are only a few who are 
saved out of the mass of fallen humanity. If you are one of 
them, you have received a gift of infinite proportions for 
which you must thank God with all of your being and serve 
Him unreservedly for the rest of time. 

d. 	 But if you are not trusting in Christ, if you have not 
received His mercy so as to believe in God's Son, then you 
must realize that you cannot save yourself. You cannot 
produce the faith which is necessary in order to be saved. 
You need the new birth; you need the grace of God. No, you 
cannot look into God's book of election and see whether or 
not your name is there. "THE SECRET THINGS BELONG TO THE 
LORD" (Deu. 29:29). You may only know whether your name is 
there by whether or not you come to Christ. The only one 
who is holding you back is you. You will not come, because 
YOU do not want to come. But this is why you must seek the 
Lord for His grace to change your heart and make you 
willing. Call upon the Lord. Seek Him while He may be 
found. He may yet have mercy on you. May God grant to 
you this morning to seek and fil1d. Amen. 
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