
Elders: Representatives of Christ 
(1 Tim. 3: 1-7; Titus 1:5-9) 

Introduction: When Christ came to accomplish His work of 
redemption, He brought in a heavenly kingdom, with Himself as the 
King. When He had risen from the dead and appeared to His 
disciples, He said, ”ALL AUTHORITY HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ME IN HEAVEN 
AND ON EARTH. GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL THE NATIONS, 
BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON AND THE HOLY 
SPIRIT, TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THAT I COMMANDED YOU; AND LO, 
I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, EVEN TO THE END OF THE AGE” (Matt . 28: 18-20 I. 
Christ, the God-man, then ascended into the heavens and was crowned 
as the King of His Messianic Kingdom, and He is to reign until that 
Mediatorial Kingdom is subsumed under the eternal Kingdom of the 
Triune God at the consummation of all things. 

gifted men, the apostles and prophets. They were to lay the 
foundation by grounding the church in the teachings of Christ. 
Once their testimony was completed, their gifts and offices ceased. 
But the Lord continues to build His church through the ministry of 
men whom He calls and endues with the special gifts of teaching, 
ruling, and serving. We want particularly to look at the office 
which Christ has established in His church for the building up of 
His body in sound doctrine, godly instruction in living, and for 
the government of the church, which is called the office of elder 
or overseer. 

The Scripture says that those who pursue this office desire a 
good work, for it is an excellent work, the highest calling that 
one might possess. But not everyone is called to this office nor 
qualified for it. It is a high office with a high responsibility 
and only those called of God may enter it to the profit of God’s 
church. The way that one knows whether or not he is qualified for 
the office, is first to see if he desires to enter it for the glory 
of God and the good of His people, then to measure his life by the 
qualifications which are given here in Timothy and in Titus 1:5-9, 
to see if God has so gifted him. Along with this, it is necessary 
that the people of God recognize these gifts and give their 
approbation as well. And so as you contemplate this morning these 
qualifications, consider whom you believe to be qualified for the 
office of elder and vote only for them. And those of you who will 
be on the ballot when the time comes for the election, consider if 
you qualify as well, for if you don’t, you are proceeding into the 
office purely by your own will and presumption. This would be a 
great sin on your part against the God you claim to love. The 
doctrine being taught this morning in this text is, 

After Christ ascended, He continued to build His church through 

The office for elder is only for qualified men, and great 
harm will come to the church when it is occupied by those who 
presume to take the office upon themselves. 

I. The Qualifications for Elders Are Very High and Only Those Who 
Meet Them May and Ought to Occupy this Office. (All of you 
should examine your lives in the light of these qualifications, 
for most of them are what God requires of you as well). 
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A. The First Qualification Is a Rubric to Cover All of Them. 
1.  An elder must first of all be ABOVE REPROACH (cf. Titus 1 : 6 ) .  

a. The word means literally "not to be laid hold of." 
b. Many might seek to bring accusations against him, 

but when they are fairly investigated, they are 
proven to be empty charges. 

c. Among the members of the church, the elder must be 
bl amel ess . 

2. But of course this also means that he must have a good 
repu t a t ion. 
a. It is not enough that the elder not have any blots 

upon his character, but he must also have a 
universally good report among the people of God. 

b. That is, he must have the character of a godly man, 
those characteristics which follow. 

B. He Must Have Certain Moral Qualifications. 
1.  He 

a. 

b. 
C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

2. He 
a. 

b. 

C. 

3. He 

must be THE HUSBAND OF ONE WIFE (cf. Titus 1 : 6 ) .  
We looked at this before under the office of 
deacon. 
It is literally translated "a ONE woman man." 
It means that the elder must be sexually pure in 
his life and in his heart. He must be devoted to 
his wife and not be going off in his mind or in 
his actual practice after other women. 
Of course, this would eliminate a man who is a 

But this does not mean that if a man has had a 
Biblical divorce and remarriage that he may not serve. 
Nor does it mean that if a man's wife dies and he 
remarries that he may not serve. 
Nor does it necessarily mean that it would 
disqualify a man who had had a sinful divorce and 
remarriage. Although in this case, the man would 
have to demonstrate true repentance, and it would 
take time for him to qualify in the other aspects, 
such as being above reproach. 

pol ygami s t . 

must be TEMPERATE. 
This means that in his way of daily living, he must 
1 ive soberly. 
He is not given to excesses in any area, but 
exercises moderation in all things. 
His pleasures are not primarily those of the 
senses, but of the soul, and he is filled with 
moral and spiritual earnestness. 

must be PRUDENT, or "SENSIBLE" (Titus 1:8) or 
self-controlled. 
a. This has to do with his faculty of judging or 

acting upon his judgments. 
b. The prudent man is a man of a sound mind. He is 

not swayed by sudden impulses which take control of 
him, nor is his mind easily swayed by various 
errors. 
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4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

c. But he is always ready and willing to learn the 
things which make for godliness of life. 

He must be RESPECTABLE or honorable or virtuous. 
a. This means that he must have an inner moral 

excellence and an outward orderly behavior. 
b. It refers to the person being of a high moral 

character . 
c. A good example of this quality is seen in Ruth, the 

Moabitess, who was well known as a virtuous woman, 
of the highest moral character. 

He must be HOSPITABLE (cf. Titus 1 : 8 ) .  
a. A hospitable person is one who is literally a 

” f r i end of strangers. ” 
b. This does not primarily mean to invite friends 

over to have fellowship with them, but rather to 
meet the needs of traveling Christians, widows, 
orphans, that is, people who are in need. 
Onesiphorus was such a person who searched for Paul 
in Rome, and upon finding him, refreshed him, not 
being ashamed of his chains. 

c. 

He must not be ADDICTED TO WINE (cf. Titus 1:7). 
a. That is, he must not be one who lingers a long time 

beside hi s wine. 
b. This does not mean that he must be a total 

abstainer, for the drinking of wine is not 
forbidden in Scripture. 

c. But what is forbidden here is drunkenness. 

He must not be PUGNACIOUS or a bully, or as Paul writes 
to Titus, ”NOT QUICK-TEMPERED” or ”GIVEN TO BLOWS” (v. 
7). 
a. This is the person who is always ready to settle an 

b. He is the one who walks around with a chip on his 

c. Often, one who is a drunkard is also one who is 

argument with his fists. 

shoulder, daring anyone to knock it off. 

given to blows, since the former can easily bring 
about the latter. 

d. An elder must have control of his temper. 

He must be GENTLE or kind and yielding. 
a. This is the opposite of a brawler. 
b. He will never compromise the truths of the Gospel, 

but he will yield when it comes to his own rights, 
according to the spirit of 1 Cor. 6:7, ”WHY NOT 
RATHER BE WRONGED? WHY NOT RATHER BE DEFRAUDED?” 

reasonableness, gentleness, helpfulness, and 
generosity are combined in this conciliatory, 
considerate, genial, better than debonair, 
individual” (Hendriksen 125). 

c. ”The qual i ties of yieldedness, fairness, sweet 

9. He must be UNCONTENTIOUS or peaceable. 
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a. It means ”averse to fighting.” It probes even 

b. A person may not come to blows over an issue, but 
deeper than the qualification ”not given to blows.” 

he might be eager to dispute ever issue which comes 
on the table. 

c. But a person who is uncontentious will not wrestle 
over any issue which is a matter of personal 
preference, but only those which are matters of 
conscience directed by the Scriptures. 

10. He must be FREE FROM THE LOVE OF MONEY, not greedy, or 
”NOT FOND OF SORDID GAIN”, or dishonest gain (Titus 1:7). 
a. He must not be such a one as Judas, who used to 

pilfer what was in the disciples money bag, making 
money by dishonest gain. 

b. But furthermore, he must be far removed from making 
the acquisition of earthly wealth his chief goal in 
life even though the means of acquiring it should 
be honest and upright. 

c. Remember the Rich Man who amassed all that wealth 
to himself, and then lost it all. 

11. He must not be SELF-WILLED, or self-pleasing, stubborn, 
or arrogant. 
a. This means being self-indulgent to the point of 

showing arrogance to others. 
b. This characterizes those in the last days who will be, 

”LOVERS OF SELF, LOVERS OF MONEY, BOASTFUL, ARROGANT, 
REVILERS” ( 2  Tim. 3:2 ) ,  and those false prophets whom 
Peter renounces by saying the Lord knows how, ”TO KEEP 
THE UNRIGHTEOUS UNDER PUNISHMENT FOR THE DAY OF 
JUDGMENT, AND ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO INDULGE THE FLESH 
IN ITS CORRUPT DESIRES AND DESPISE AUTHORITY. DARING, 
SELF-WILLED, THEY DO NOT TREMBLE WHEN THEY REVILE 
ANGELIC MAJESTIES, WHEREAS ANGELS WHO ARE GREATER IN 
MIGHT AND POWER DO NOT BRING A REVILING JUDGMENT 
AGAINST THEM BEFORE THE LORD” ( 2  Pet. 2:9-11). 

12. He must love WHAT IS GOOD (Titus 1 : 8 ) .  
a. That is he loves the good, the virtuous, not that 

b. And he is ready to do the good, that which is 
which is evil. 

beneficial to others. 

13. He must be JUST, or upright, righteous (Titus 1:8), 
that is, he must perform his duty toward man in doing 
what is right in the sight of all men. 

14. He must be DEVOUT, or pious, pleasing to God (Titus 
1:8), that is, he must be one who sets his heart on 
doing his whole duty to God. He observes the Law of 
God and seeks by all means not to break it or do 
anything which tends toward the violation of that Law. 

15. He must be SELF-CONTROLLED, or disciplined (Titus 1:8), 
that is, he must possess the moral strength to curb or 
master his sinful drives and impulses. 
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C. He Must Have Managerial Qualifications. 
1.  ”HE MUST BE ONE WHO MANAGES HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD WELL, 

KEEPING HIS CHILDREN UNDER CONTROL WITH ALL DIGNITY”, 
and Paul writes to Titus, ”HAVING CHILDREN WHO BELIEVE, 
NOT ACCUSED OF DISSIPATION OR REBELLION” ( 1 : 6 ) .  
a. He must be one who has the control of his household 

b. He must be able to administrate well in his household 
and of his children. 

by keeping things running smoothly, in repair, keeping 
track of finances and living within the budget, as well 
as providing the things that his family needs to live. 

c. And this is most clearly manifest in the behavior 
of his children. He must keep his children under 
control with true dignity, that is, he must be firm 
so that it is advisable for his children to obey, 
he must deal with them in wisdom so that it is 
natural for his children to obey, and he must do it 
in love so that it is a pleasure for his children 
to obey him. 

d. If his children are clearly out of his control, 
according to Scriptural standards, not by comparing 
them to those in the world today, then this 
disqualifies him for the office of elder. 

not mean that they must be believers, for the elder 
cannot save his children. But they must be 
faithful to the covenant, that is, they must not be 
covenant breakers. 

e. The children as well must be faithful. This does 

2. The reason given is that ”IF A MAN DOES NOT KNOW HOW TO 
MANAGE HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD, HOW WILL HE TAKE CARE OF THE 

a. If he cannot even manage the things of his own 
CHURCH OF Gem" 

household and keep them in order, how will he do so 
for the church of God which is clearly a greater 
responsibility? 

b. And if he cannot keep his children under control, 
how will he take care of the children of God? 

c. He cannot. and God will not entrust this office to him. 

D. He Must Be Skillful in Teaching and Defending the Truths of 
the Christian Faith. 
1.  Paul says to Timothy that he must be ABLE TO TEACH. 

a. It literally means that he must be skillful in teaching. 
b. Every elder must possess this gift to some extent. 
c. However, no one can teach unless he has first been 

taught. If the person being considered for the 
office does not understand the doctrines of 
Scripture, or if he holds to doctrines which are 
clearly false, then how can he possibly hope to 
teach others. 

must also be able to communicate it to others in a 
clear and understandable manner. 

d. But even having this knowledge is not enough, he 

e. Those who are more gifted in this area are 



6 

especially set apart to teach and instruct, but all 
elders must have this ability from God. 

2. And Paul writes to Titus, that an elder must one who, ”HOLDS 
FAST THE FAITHFUL WORD WHICH IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
TEACHING, THAT HE MAY BE ABLE BOTH TO EXHORT IN SOUND 
DOCTRINE AND TO REFUTE THOSE WHO CONTRADICT” ( 1 : 9 ) .  

only know sound doctrine, but he must hold them 
fast, that is near and dear to his heart without 
compromising these truths. 

reformation of belief and conduct to others, and to 
see error where it exists and to be able 
intelligently and effectively to refute it. 

1.  ”AND HE MUST HAVE A GOOD REPUTATION WITH THOSE OUTSIDE 

a. Paul goes further here by saying that he must not 

b. This is required that he might be able to bring 

E. He Must Have a Good Name in the Community. 

THE CHURCH, SO THAT HE MAY NOT FALL INTO REPROACH AND 
THE SNARE OF THE DEVIL” (v. 7). 

prospective elder than those within. 
2. Sometimes those outside the church know more about the 

a. 
b. 
C .  

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

Just about everyone works around unbel ievers dai 1 y. 
Their judgment is also of some importance. 
The church seeks to bring those outside the church 
to faith in Christ. 
If the church elects an elder with a bad reputation 
in the community, it will not help the church 
achieve this goal, but will greatly hinder it. 
If in the estimation of unbelievers, the man in 
question has made recourse to unfair, or unjust 
methods or measures, or if he has been dishonest in 
his dealings with them or others, if he is not 
known as a man of upright character, he must not be 
elected to the holy office. 
In doing so, he will fall into reproach, in that 
those he works with, finding out that he was 
elected to an office which is only for the most 
morally qualified, will mock him for presuming to 
take the office upon himself. 
This will also color the way that they view that 
church and will bring disrepute upon it, causing 
the devil to rejoice because of the effectiveness 
of his carefully set snare against it. 

F. And He Must Be Mature in His Christian Walk. 
1.  The Scripture says that he must not be ”A NEW CONVERT, 

LEST HE BECOME CONCEITED AND FALL INTO THE CONDEMNATION 
INCURRED BY THE DEVIL” (v. 6). 
a. It takes time for a Christian to mature. 
b. One who is a recent convert lacks the maturity in 

understanding and in judgment. 
c. How can one who does not know how to walk with and 

please the Lord, who has not been successful at it 
himself, hope to lead others in that direction? 

d. What most often happens when a novice is given too 
great a responsibility at first, is that he becomes 
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f. 

puffed up with pride, which was the cause of 
Satan’s demise, ”HOW YOU HAVE FALLEN FROM HEAVEN, 0 
STAR OF THE MORNING, SON OF THE DAWN! YOU HAVE 
BEEN CUT DOWN TO THE EARTH, YOU WHO HAVE WEAKENED 
THE NATIONS! BUT YOU SAID IN YOUR HEART, ’I WILL 
ASCEND TO HEAVEN; I WILL RAISE MY THRONE ABOVE THE 

ASSEMBLY IN THE RECESSES OF THE NORTH. I WILL 
ASCEND ABOVE THE HEIGHTS OF THE CLOUDS; I WILL MAKE 
MYSELF LIKE THE MOST HIGH.’ NEVERTHELESS, YOU WILL 
BE THRUST DOWN TO SHEOL, TO THE RECESSES OF THE 
PIT” (Isa. 14: 12-15). 
Lucifer fell by his becoming lifted up with pride, 
so also may a novice, too readily inducted into 
this high office, fall into the same condemnation. 

STARS OF an, m n  I WILL SIT ON THE MOUNT OF 

2. You must also realize that many years in the church 
does NOT necessarily equal spiritual maturity. 
a. Spiritual maturity does not consist in being in 

church every week, or in attending all the 
meetings of the church, or in even knowing a lot 
about Scripture. 

b. But spiritual maturity comes from applying the Word 
of God to your life over a long period of time, 
putting to death the deeds of the flesh, and 
enlivening the working of His grace in your heart. 

c. Spiritual maturity is Christ-likeness, and no one 
should be elected to the office of elder whose life 
does not manifest these Christ-like qualities. 

11. It Is a Great Detriment to the Church When Unqualified Men Are 
Elected into This Office. 
A. The Danger of Violating These Qualifications Is Manifold. 

1.  If the elder is not above reproach, he will be the 

2. If you elect to this office someone you know does not 
cause of reproach upon you. 

meet the qualifications, then you are sinning a 
grievous sin against the Lord. 

3. The Lord has told you whom He desires to occupy this 
office. You are not permitted to lower the standards 
to meet your own ends. 

B. If You Vote for an Unqualified Man, You Will Share the 
Responsible for Their Decisions, Whether Good or Evil. 
1.  Yes, there is a system of checks and balances within 

the Presbyterian form of government. But you cannot 
nominate someone if you don’t believe that they qualify 
and then expect the session to veto them. If they 
don’t qualify, then you must not nominate them, and 
especially you must not vote for them. 

2. If you put them forth into an office that they are not 
qualified to occupy, then you share in the blame for 
all of their bad or evil decisions. 

3. Remember, this is not an office that we elect friends 
to, or those whom we think will be offended if they are 
not elected. But this is an office of leadership, 
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spiritual leadership, godly leadership, to lead the 
people of God into all the service of God. 

fulfilling that obligation is pure foolishness! And 
those who will suffer the most for such an action is 
yourselves! 

4. To elect men to this office who haven’t a hope of 

C. Don’t Forget that Those Whom You Elect as Elders Will Be 
Your Primary Models of Godliness and Spirituality. 
1.  Take a good look at the candidates that you will either 

nominate or vote for. 
a. Do you want your life to conform to theirs? 
b. I s  this the model that you would chose for 

yourselves? 
c. Are they exemplary in godliness and do they exhibit 

holiness of life? 
d. Are they well equipped to teach you the Word of 

God, to repel any false belief that will be 
destructive to your Christian walk, and to go 
before you to lead you into all the service of God? 

2. And can those of you who will be nominated and who will 
be on the ballot for election or reelection put 
yourself forth as an example? 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

Can you say, follow me as I follow Christ? Are you 
following Christ? 
I s  there a Christ-like maturity in your life? Have 
you spent enough time with Him so that He has left 
His impression upon you by His Holy Spirit? 
Do you know his Word and the doctrines of 
godliness? Can you spot error in doctrine when you 
see it? Are you skilled in the use of His truth 
and can you teach others? Have you effectively 
taught others? 
Are you managing your household well, so that your 
house is in order, and are your children under 
control with all dignity, so that others can see 
that you are disciplining them properly? 
Are you above reproach, both in the church and 
outside? Can anyone point at you and bring an evil 
accusation against you which is true? And does 
anyone outside the church know things about you, 
that if they were known, would cast aspersion upon 
your integrity? 
Will your being an elder in the church enhance the 
ministry and witness of the church, or will it 
bring reproach upon all of God’s children here? 
These are very strong and searching questions 
because the issue at stake here is a very serious 
i ssue . 
The standards for the office of elder are not 
relative, that is they do not change with the state 
of how people are living in any given age. 
They, like the Word of God are unchanging, and a 
man must measure up to them before he may presume 
upon this office. 
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j. It is not that we should be looking for perfect 
people, for they do not exist. But we should be 
looking for Christ-like individuals who will be 
able to lead the rest of us in the teaching, 
worship, and glorification of our God and Savior, 
those who have been wrestling against the world, 
their flesh and the devil and who have experienced 
measurable growth into the image of Christ. 
If those whom you would nominate or vote for do not 
have these qualifications, if they may be strong in 
some areas, but very weak in others, then do not 
nominate them, do not vote for them, for in doing 
so, you will be altering the hope you may have for 
a greater measure of blessedness in glory. 

m. Your leaders are in some measure or another going 
to lead you in faithfulness, or lead you into 
error. Be careful whom you chose! 

n. Examine carefully your decisions, and nominees and 
existing elders, carefully weigh your lives in 
light of the Word of Christ, and do only that which 
will clearly bring Him glory. Let us pray! 

1. 


