
“Don’t Let It All Be for Nothing” 
(Galatians 4:8-11) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, Paul appealed to what is perhaps the single greatest blessing of salvation to 
keep the Galatians from following the Judaizers away from Christ:  the blessing of 
adoption into God’s family.   
a.  Christ’s coming had changed things for the Old Covenant (OC) believers:   

(i)  He fulfilled the types and shadows of the OC system.   
(ii)  He provided a perfect righteousness through His obedience.   
(iii)  His atoning death fulfilled all the sacrifices for sin.   
(iv)  His coming brought the OC church to its majority, to maturity, so that they might 

receive the full adoption.   
(v)  It made the OC system obsolete and ready to disappear (Heb. 8:13).   
(vi)  It also ushered in a new era of evangelism as the New Covenant Church began to 

reach out to the Gentiles.   
 
b.  Through this, Christ’s coming also changed things for unbelieving Gentiles.   

(i)  The Jewish believers went out with the Gospel.   
(ii)  They preached, witnesses, shared, bore testimony, and through this, Gentiles were 

converted and brought into the family of God.   
(iii)  They too received full adoption as sons through faith in Christ.   

 
2.  When you understand what this means, it provides a powerful incentive to stay with 

Christ:    
a.  It means moving from slavery to sonship.   

(i)  No longer strangers and aliens.   
(ii)  No longer the children of the devil.   
(iii)  But now sons and daughters of God with all the rights and privileges.   

 
b.  Receiving the sanctifying work of the Spirit.   

(i)  No longer just hatred of God and moral depravity.   
(ii)  But now being conformed to the image of Christ.   

 
c.  Having the confidence to call God our Father.   

(i)  The confidence we’ll be received when we come to Him.   
(ii)  The confidence that He’ll hear and answer us.   

 
d.  And becoming heirs of the eternal kingdom of God.   

(i)  No longer the heirs of hell.   
(ii)  But now the heirs of the new heavens and earth.   
(iii)  A world of love and blessing in the presence of God and the Lamb.   
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B.  Preview.   
1.  But having received these things in Christ, what were the Galatians going to do?   

a.  The Judaizers presented them with a choice:  hold onto these things in Christ, or turn 
back to the things they had left behind and become slaves again.   

b.  That may seem like strong language on the part of Paul, especially since they would be 
turning to a system that God Himself had instituted.   

c.  But that was now its status:  obsolete, and ready to condemn all who sought refuge in it.   
d.  The Abrahamic covenant had reached its fulfillment in Christ; the OC had 

accomplished its purpose, and it was set aside.   
e.  Now those who seek God through it would be doing the same thing as those seeking 

Him in any other way but through Jesus Christ alone:  walking on the broad path to 
destruction.   

 
2.  It’s on these grounds that Paul now makes his plea:  Don’t let all that has been done for 

you end up being for nothing.  Hold on to what you have received in Christ.  This morning, 
we’ll see four things that I would like us to consider from our perspective – why we should 
hold onto Christ – (this is the purpose of reading and expounding the Scripture:  to see how 
it applies to us).   
a.  First, there was a time when we were slaves to things that could not save us, but only 

condemn us.   
b.  Second, but God saved us and brought us into a relationship with Himself through the 

preaching of Jesus Christ.   
c.  So third, how could we possibly turn from Him back to slavery again?   
d.  Finally, if we do, not only will the things we’ve heard not do us any good, they will 

actually make us worse off.   
e.  The point is:  do not let all that has been done for you be for nothing.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, there was a time when we were slaves to things that could not save us, but only 
condemn us.  “However at that time, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those 
which by nature are no gods” (v. 8).   
1.  Paul pleads with these Gentile believers.   

a.  There was a time when they didn’t know God.   
(i)  Not that they didn’t know anything; they had the light of nature.   
(ii)  But they had no saving relationship, no filial relationship.   
(iii)  They were strangers and aliens to God's covenant, without God, without hope in 

the world.   
 

b.  They were enslaved to things that were no gods.   
(i)  They worshiped gods that weren't real.   
(ii)  They made gods of wood, stone and metal, after their own imaginations, that 

couldn’t see, couldn’t hear, couldn’t have compassion, and couldn’t do anything to 
help those who sought them.   

(iii)  They were enslaved to the hope that these gods would provide for their basic needs 
and those after this life.  But they would have been sadly disappointed.   
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(iv)  God has placed in man the basic desire to worship; but since they refused to 
worship the true God, they bound themselves to worship the creation instead (Rom. 
1:22-23).   

 
2.  Times have changed and so has our situation, but our basic desire remains the same.   

a.  The desire to devote ourselves to something, to worship something.   
(i)  Some devote themselves to religion – Islam, Mormonism, JWs, Hinduism – because 

they need to explain where they came from, what their purpose is in life, what lies 
beyond this life.  Terrorists are often very religious, even willing to die for 
something they believe is more important than life.   

(ii)  Some fill that void with other things – money, alcohol, drugs, sensual pleasure, 
sports, even intellectual achievements – things that can temporarily satisfy this basic 
need.   

(iii)  We all need to find purpose in something, even if it’s just in getting married and 
raising a family – it gives us a reason to live, to move forward in life.   

(iv)  A person who has no reason to live, who has no purpose or hope, soon loses the 
desire to live.   

(v)  That’s why we have to hold onto something, anything to give life meaning.  But we 
become enslaved to that thing we hold onto.   

 
b.  The problem is that these things can’t satisfy or save us.   

(i)  They may seem like they do for a while; they might ease the pain temporarily.   
(ii)  But after a time, the effect wears off, and so we need more, more of the same thing, 

or something different.   
 

c.  The worst part of it is, as these things draw us away into greater and greater addictions, 
they blind further us to our real need:  reconciliation with God through Jesus Christ.   

d.  There was a time for all of us here – whether young or older – when we were enslaved 
to those things which by nature are not gods at all.   

 
B.  Second, but God saved us and brought us into a relationship with Himself through the 

preaching of Jesus Christ.  “But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known 
by God” (v. 9).   
1.  The Galatians had been set free from their slavery.   

a.  They had come to know God through the message of the cross.   
b.  More accurately, God had come to reveal Himself to them.   

(i)  He had chosen them.   
(ii)  He had sent His Son for them.   
(iii)  He had sent His messengers to them.    
(iv)  He had poured out His Spirit on them.   
(v)  The only reason they believed was because of God’s mercy.   
(vi)  At least all these things are true if they are believers, as Paul here appears to be 

assuming (an assumption we would make if they had made profession of faith and 
had not yet completely apostatized).   

 
2.  Again, the same was true of us, if we’re believers this morning.   
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a.  God saved us:  He had mercy on us.   
(i)  It’s not as many think:  God provides salvation because He must, and we simply 

receive it because we want to.   
(ii)  God does provide it, but He didn’t need to – at least there wasn’t anything in us that 

moved Him to do so – He did so because it pleased Him to do so.   
(iii)  We are the ones who receive it, but we wouldn’t have been able to apart from His 

mercy:   
(a)  He had to change our hearts to stop hating Him.   
(b)  He had to open our blind eyes to see His glory.   
(c)  He had to renew our wills so that we would receive Him.   
 

b.  God set us free from the things that would have destroyed us.   
(i)  He took our hope off of the things which by nature are no gods.   
(ii)  And He brought us into His family, giving us hope and a reason to live.   

 
C.  Third, in light of this, Paul asks us this morning, how could we possibly turn from Him back 

to slavery again?  “But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, 
how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you 
desire to be enslaved all over again?  You observe days and months and seasons and years” 
(vv. 9-10).   
1.  The Galatians had been set free from their slavery into the freedom of the children of God, 

but were now going back to the same things only now under a different label.   
a.  The had been freed from an earthbound religion.   
b.  And yet they were being tempted to go back to an earthbound religion:  that of Judaism.   
 

2.  If Satan was doing what he could to drag these believers back into slavery, if their flesh 
was motivating them to do the same, do you suppose that we will be left alone?   
a.  We are tempted to do the same virtually everyday:   

(i)  To return to our old way of life God redeemed us from.   
(ii)  To return to the world and the things of the world.   
(iii)  Even after having received the great privileges of adoption.   
(iv)  There are even those who actually do turn away from Him.   
 

b.  Satan will do everything he can to achieve this end; he will use the world; and he has an 
ally in our flesh.   
 

3.  But Paul points out how foolish it is that we would ever even be tempted to do this in the 
first place.   
a.  We enjoy such freedom in Christ.   

(i)  Freedom from the law.   
(ii)  Freedom from sin.   
(iii)  Freedom from hell.   
(iv)  Freedom to do what is right.   
 

b.  How is it we are so easily tempted to turn back to those things that will bring us into 
bondage?   
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(i)  Sadly, we so often are.   
(ii)  But we must resist him.   

 
D.  Finally, if we do not resist Satan and we end up turning away from Christ, then everything 

that was done for us won’t do us any good, but will only make us guiltier.  “I fear for you, that 
perhaps I have labored over you in vain” (v. 11).   
1.  Paul feared for the Galatians.   

a.  He didn’t know which way they were going to turn:   
(i)  A profession doesn’t mean conversion.   
(ii)  Only God can see the heart.   
(iii)  They had already started going down a path away from the Lord.   
 

b.  He feared that all he had done to minister Christ to them would have been for nothing.   
(i)  A true pastor's hope is always that those to whom he ministers will not only receive 

Christ, but continue to walk with Him.   
(ii)  "I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth" (3 John 

4).   
 

c.  And so he warned them that if they turn from Christ, all he had done for them would 
have been for nothing.   
(i)  Everything that God had done to provide a Gospel.   
(ii)  All that Paul had done to bring them to Christ.   
(iii)  Not only would it have been for nothing, it would actually make things more 

difficult for them on the Day of Judgment.   
(iv)  There is a greater reward for those who hold onto Christ and persevere in doing 

good (Rom. 2:7).   
(v)  But there is also a greater judgment waiting for those who would turn against the 

light they have and go back into the world (Rom. 2:8; Matt. 11:22).   
(vi)  Certainly, there would be those who apostatized, but Paul hoped that they would be 

as few as possible.   
 

2.  Brothers and sisters, consider all that has been done for you:  don't let it be for nothing.   
a.  You were the slaves of the enemy who would have destroyed your souls.   
b.  But God saved you through His Son.   
c.  The Lord's Supper is a reminder of what it cost Him.   
d.  Don't let it all be for nothing.   
e.  Remember, going back into the world generally doesn't happen all at once, but by 

degrees.   
f.  Don't take any steps backward.  Keep moving forward.   
g.  The price God paid for your soul is great; Christ's blood is precious.   
h.  There have been a great number of ministers who have ministered to your souls.   
i.  There have been hundreds, perhaps thousands of prayers offered for your souls.   
j.  Don't let it be wasted.  Turn from your sins.  Hold fast to Christ.   
k.  If you've never done so, do so now.   
l.  If you have, prepare now to come to the table to receive the refreshment and  help you 

need to keep pressing on.  Amen.   


