
“Don’t Be Surprised if the World Hates You” 

(Mark 14:1-2) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We are now in last few days before crucifixion.   

a.  Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were only two days away.   

b.  The religious leaders were looking for a way  

(i)  Secretly to take Jesus and kill Him,  

(ii)  But not in plain sight, during the feast,  

(iii)  Because they people might riot.   

 

2.  Now we could have passed over these comments  

a.  Because we’ve already seen them so many times.   

b.  But I think there’s a lesson here  

(i)  That we need to see again,  

(ii)  But from a different perspective  

(iii)  That I think will be helpful to each one of us.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  First, I want to draw your attention  

a.  To the simple point this passage is making  

(i)  And yet one that should shock us.   

(ii)  These leaders – these who claimed to be closest to God –  

(iii)  Hated God’s Son and wanted to kill Him.   

 

b.  We’ve probably heard this so many times  

(i)  And have such a good idea why they did  

(ii)  That it stopped shocking us a long time ago.   

 

c.  But consider, the One you love the most –  

(i)  Far more than those closest to you,  

(ii)  The One who is absolutely perfect,  

(iii)  Who is love incarnate,  

(iv)  Who is God in your nature,  

(v)  Who was willing to die that others might live,  

(vi)  The One for whom you would be willing to lay your life,  

(vii)  And would rather die than live without –  

(viii)  This is the One they hated and wanted to kill.   

 

2.  How can this be?   

a.  That’s what I want us to consider briefly this morning.   

b.  But then I want to make  

(i)  The application Jesus made on another occasion:   
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(ii)  If they hate Jesus, they will also hate you.   

 

c.  I hope I have a few new things  

(i)  For all us to think about in this regard  

(ii)  That will help us to live more like Jesus.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what was the problem?  Why did they hate Jesus?   

1.  To want to take a life is a serious thing,  

a.  Almost as bad as taking it.   

b.  Why did these men hate Jesus so much  

c.  That they wanted to kill Him?   

 

2.  There are, of course, the surface reasons:   

a.  They didn’t agree with Him on a number of issues – religious issues are 

especially sensitive.   

b.  He was often pointing out their hypocrisy – people hate to have their flaws 

exposed.   

c.  If the people continued to follow Him,  

(i)  The Romans would come in  

(ii)  And take away their place and their nation –  

(iii)  People hate to give up any advantage they have.   

 

3.  But what was the real reason?  It’s that Jesus was holy and they were not.   

a.  They weren’t holy.   

(i)  Their hearts were full of sin.   

(ii)  They hated right and loved wrong.   

(a)  Oh, they liked the good  

(b)  When it benefited them.   

(c)  But not when it got in their way.   

 

(iii)  That’s the way they came into the world.   

(a)  Adam’s sin left them and all of us guilty –  

(b)  Guilty enough to go into hell.   

(c)  But it also left them sinful –  

(d)  With a taste for sin and distaste for what’s right.   

(e)  They loved darkness and hated the light.   

(1)  That just means they were part of the human race:   

(2)   So are we, which is why we struggle with the same things.   

 

b.  Jesus, on the other hand, is holy.   

(i)  He is the light the darkness hates.   

(ii)  He is the truth.   

(iii)  He is morally perfect and upright,  

(a)  He did everything right,  

(b)  Thought everything right,  
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(c)  Wanted everything right,  

(d)  Had a perfect love of what is right –  

(e)  He is perfect love.   

 

c.  But this made Him so unlike them,  

(i)  That they hated Him.   

(ii)  They hated Him for saying and doing what was right,  

(iii)  Jesus said, “They hated Me without a cause” (John 15:24).   

(iv)  He said on another occasion, “This is the judgment, that the Light has 

come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for 

their deeds were evil.  For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and 

does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed” (John 

3:19-20).   

(v)  They hated Him so much  

(vi)  They wanted to kill Him.   

 

d.  And let’s not forget who these people were.   

(i)  Jesus isn’t talking just about the world here.   

(ii)  These were in His church.   

(a)  John writes, “He came to His own, and those who were His own did 

not receive Him” (John 1:11).   

(b)  Are there people like this in the church today?   

(c)  You better believe it.   

 

(iii)  Being part of God’s church  

(a)  Doesn’t necessarily mean you have a changed heart.   

(b)  Don’t rely on church membership to save you,  

(c)  Don’t rely on anything less than  

(d)  The evidence of a changed life,  

(e)  That comes from trusting in Christ.   

 

B.  This brings us to the second point:  If they hated Jesus, they will hate you as well.   

1.  By they, I mean the world.   

a.  They were in His church,  

b.  But they were still part of the world.   

 

2.  If you are a Christian –  

a.  If you are at all like Jesus Christ,  

b.  Which is what Christian means –  

c.  You will be hated like Jesus,  

(i)  By the world  

(ii)  And by those in the church  

(iii)  Who are still in the world.   

(iv)  Jesus says as much, “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated 

Me before it hated you.  If you were of the world, the world would love its 
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own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 

world, because of this the world hates you” (John 15:18-19).   

(v)  And Paul writes, “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will 

be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12).   

 

d.  Notice again who it is that will be persecuted:   

(i)  Those who are like Christ.   

(ii)  Those who live godly.   

(iii)  To the degree that you are like Jesus  

(iv)  To that degree you will be persecuted.   

 

e.  Is persecution a bad thing?  

(i)  Is being like Jesus something you should avoid  

(ii)  So that you don’t have to suffer?   

(iii)  No, just the opposite.   

(a)  It’s those that suffer the most for Him  

(b)  That will be most rewarded by Him.   

(c)  Jesus says, “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake 

of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you 

when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of 

evil against you because of Me.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward 

in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you” (Matt. 5:10-12).   

 

3.  In our remaining time then  

a.  Let’s consider how we can be more like Jesus:   

(i)  Even though it means suffering,  

(ii)  It is what glorifies God,  

(iii)  It is the path to greater reward,  

(iv)  As well as one of the clearest ways  

(v)  You can know you belong to Him.   

 

b.  First, use the means of grace.   

(i)  We’ve talked so much about this  

(ii)  That I just want to remind you.   

(iii)  The more you use them in faith  

(iv)  The more you’ll be like Jesus.   

(v)  They give you direction  

(vi)  And they give you power.   

 

c.  But second, live like Jesus.   

(i)  Use what you know of the Bible,  

(ii)  The Ten Commandments,  

(iii)  The explanations and applications  

(iv)  Jesus and the apostles give,  

(v)  And put these things into practice.   
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d.  Here’s one thing that will help us do this:   

(i)  Whenever you’re faced with a choice  

(ii)  Put Jesus in your place  

(iii)  And do what He would do.   

 

e.  I think it may be often the case with each one of us  

(i)  That we allow ourselves to do things  

(a)  That Jesus would never do  

(b)  But believe that it’s alright for us.   

 

(ii)  But take yourself out of the picture and put Jesus in your place:   

(a)  Can you see Him doing what you do?   

(b)  Can you see Him not doing what you don’t do?   

(c)  Can you imagine Him thinking what you’re thinking,  

(d)  Or wanting what you want,  

(e)  Or spending time the way you spend it?   

(f)  If you can’t, then can you really say  

(1)  That you’re living like Jesus,  

(2)  That you’re living like a Christian?   

 

(g)  If we thought more about  

(1)  What Jesus would do in our place,  

(2)  And less about what we want to do,  

(3)  It would change our lives.   

 

(h)  What would Jesus do  

(1)  If He knew His people were gathering in the morning  

(2)  To worship His Father on His holy day?   

 

(i)  What would He do  

(1)  If He knew they were gathering  

(2)  Again in the evening to do the same?   

 

(j)  What would Jesus do  

(1)  If the church met  

(2)  For study and prayer on Wednesday evening?   

 

(k)  What would He do to support the work of the church?   

(1)  In ministering to the saints?   

(2)  In helping those outside the church find eternal life?   

(3)  How would He support the church financially?   

 

(l)  What would He say about others?  How would He treat them?   

(m)  I think you can see  

(1)  That if you ask this question –  
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(2)  If you put Jesus in your place  

(3)  It would change a lot of what you do.   

(4)  It’s easy to see yourself making those choices,  

(5)  But it’s hard to see Jesus living that way:   

(6)  But that’s exactly how the Lord calls us to live – like Jesus.   

 

(n)  May the Lord help us to think seriously about this,  

(1)  And to try to live as Jesus would  

(2)  If He were living our life,  

(3)  Even though it means we will be hated by the world.   

(4)  He will give us the grace to do this  

(5)  If we are willing to trust Him.   

(6)  May He grant that each of us would.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


