
 

“Do Your Acts of Charity in Secret” 
(Matthew 6:2-4) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  The Lord Jesus, as we have seen, wants us to be rich in good works.  He 
wants us to do the will of His Father, so that His Father may be glorified and that He may 
work the salvation of His people.  We must not forget that we are the means by which 
Christ gathers in His lost sheep.  When we do what God wants us to do, then He works 
His will by gathering in those whom He wants to gather.  I think that once we come to 
understand that this is the Lord’s plan, it can be very helpful to us in the Christian life.  
We are not to be islands who only live to ourselves.  We are to live for the Lord and for 
His glory.   
  But last week, our Lord Jesus told us that there are certain things which He wants 
us to do in secret.  There are things which we are to do to glorify God, but which He 
alone is to see.  There are actually three things which Jesus gives us here:  the giving of 
alms, secret prayer, and fasting.  This morning, I want us to look at what Jesus says about 
the giving of alms.  And what I want you to see is simply this, that  
 
  When you give to the poor, as much as is possible, you are to do it secretly.   
 
I.  First, you need to understand that Jesus is not talking about tithing here, nor is 

He talking about the giving of offerings.   
A.  He is speaking specifically about doing acts of charity to the poor.   

1.  But since we really haven’t looked very much over the years at tithes and 
offerings, this morning I want us to focus on this.   

2.  I think that this will give us a better understanding overall of how and what the 
Lord would have us to give, and will better prepare us to receive what Jesus is 
saying here.   

 
B.  So let us look first at tithing.   

1.  Tithing is the giving of one-tenth of your increase to the Lord.  This is what the 
word “tithe” means:  “a tenth.”   

2.  Tithing is something we see from very early on in the history of the church.   
a.  The first example is that of Abraham.  After he returned from his victory over 

the four kings, Melchizedek, king of Salem and priest of the Most High God, 
came out to meet him.  After Melchizedek blessed him in the name of God, 
Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils to him, since Melchizedek was the priest 
of God (Gen. 14:17-20).  Why did he do this?  I believe that it was because 
he understood that the Lord required a tenth of all his increase.  It was the 
right thing to do.   

b.  The second example we see in Jacob.  When Jacob ran away from his home 
because of Esau, he spent the night in a place he later named Bethel.  It was 
here that he had a vision of a ladder reaching from the earth all the way to 
heaven.  On this ladder, the angels of God were ascending and descending, 
and the Lord Himself was at the top.  It was here that the Lord renewed the 
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Abrahamic promise with Jacob, that he would give the land upon which he 
was resting to Jacob and to his descendants.  When Jacob awoke from his 
dream, he was afraid.  He then set up a pillar, anointed it with oil, and 
renamed the place Bethel, or the house of God.  And then he made a vow.  
He said, “If God will be with me and will keep me on this journey that I take, 
and will give me food to eat and garments to wear, and I return to my father's 
house in safety, then the LORD will be my God.  And this stone, which I 
have set up as a pillar, will be God's house; and of all that Thou dost give me 
I will surely give a tenth to Thee” (vv. 20-22).  I believe that Jacob was 
simply saying that he would obey the Lord and be His faithful servant, if He 
would bless Him in this way.   

c.  Later, the Lord gave the command to Moses that a tithe, or a tenth, of all of 
the increase of the land and of the flocks was to be given to Him.  This shows 
us that the practice of the patriarchs was more than simply a good idea, it was 
the Lord’s will.   

d.  According to the commentator Adam Clarke, this practice or belief that a 
tithe should be given to God, was almost universal.  He writes, “Almost all 
nations of the earth have agreed in giving a tenth part of their property to be 
employed in religious use” (Ages 1:174).  Since it is so universal among 
mankind, and there doesn’t seem to be anything in nature which reveals this 
principle of giving, it is most likely a remnant of the true religion which the 
forefathers of every nation at one time possessed from the religion of Noah, 
for all men living today have descended from Noah’s three sons.   

 
3.  But tithing is not something which was only mentioned in the Old Testament.  

We see it in the New Testament as well.   
a.  It is often pointed out that since we don’t see any command in the New 

Testament to tithe, therefore we are not bound to do so.   
(i)  But I think that this is the wrong way of looking at things.  We must 

realize that we don’t start with a clean slate in the New Testament.  We 
aren’t starting from scratch.  The New Covenant is a modification, a 
change in the Old Covenant.  It is building upon something which already 
existed.  There are differences between them to be sure.  But as far as 
practice, we must continue to do what God has commanded, unless He 
sets it aside.   

(ii)  And God did set some things aside, didn’t He?  Why don’t you bring 
animal sacrifices to church with you on Sunday?  It’s because the Lord 
fulfilled the purpose of those sacrifices when He sent Christ to die for our 
sins.  Why do you eat pork and shellfish, when the Lord has forbidden you 
to do so in the Old Covenant?  It’s because in the New Covenant, the Lord 
told us that it is not what goes into a man’s mouth that defiles him, but 
what comes out of his mouth.  In this, Mark tells us, He declared all foods 
to be clean.   

(iii)  God tells us when to start something, and He tells us when to stop 
something.  He is the only One who has the right to tell us what He wants 
and what He no longer wants.   
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b.  But what about tithing?  Did God tell us in the Old Covenant that He wanted 

us to tithe?  Yes, and He did so most likely from the very beginning.  Did 
God ever tell us that He wanted us to stop tithing?  No, He didn’t.  And this is 
the point I want you to see.  Simply because God did not repeat the command 
in the New Covenant to tithe, does not mean that He no longer wants us to 
tithe.  Whatever God tells us He wants us to do, must be done until He tells 
us to stop, or if He makes it clear in some other way that He no longer desires 
for us to do it.   

c.  But not only did God not tell us that He wants us to stop, Jesus appears to 
give us some indication in the New Testament that it is His will that we 
continue.   
(i)  Not only do we have the example of the self-righteous Pharisee who 

boasted of his fasting and tithes, who was not reproached for doing these 
things, but rather for the reason for which he was doing them (Luke 
18:12), but we also have the statement of Christ to the scribes and 
Pharisees that in their tithing, they were doing what was right.   

(ii)  Jesus said, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you tithe 
mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of 
the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you 
should have done without neglecting the others” (Matt. 23:23).   

(iii)  Jesus told them that they were so exacting in their paying of tithes, even 
down to tithing on the smallest of the herbs of their gardens.  But they 
were missing the more important matters of the law:  justice, mercy and 
faithfulness.   

(iv)  But notice what He says.  He does not say that this was a wasted effort 
on their part, but He says, “These are the things you should have done 
[that is, practicing justice, mercy and faithfulness] without neglecting the 
others [the tithing on their mint, dill and cummin].”   

(v)  Jesus shows us that it was His Father’s will that they tithe.  But this is 
exactly what He told us already in 5:17-18, “Do not think that I came to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill.  
For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest 
letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law, until all is accomplished.”   

(vi)  Every part of the Law is still in force.  Now certain parts of the Law 
have been fulfilled in Christ, the ceremonial Law in particular, and this is 
why we don’t need to bring any sacrifices or keep from eating certain 
kinds of food anymore.  The Lord has made these things clear to us in His 
Word.  But I do not see anything that tells us that it is no longer His will 
that we give a tithe of our increase to Him.    

(vii)  This is why I believe that the command to give a tenth to the Lord 
continues today.  Recognizing that God gives to us all that we have, and 
that nothing we have really belongs to us anyway, He requires that we 
acknowledge His ownership of all that we have, and that we give Him a 
tenth of all that He gives us.  He could have required all of it, but He 
graciously allows us to keep nine-tenths, to provide for us and for our 
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families.   
 

d.  Two other things I would mention in this connection.   
(i)  The first is, If the Lord truly requires us to give to Him a tenth of our 

income, then not to give it to Him is sin.  It is to steal from God.  The Lord 
says to His people through Malachi the prophet, “Will a man rob God?  
Yet you are robbing Me!  But you say, ‘How have we robbed Thee?’  In 
tithes and offerings.  You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, 
the whole nation of you!” (Mal. 3:8-9).   

(ii)  The Lord says that to not give Him a tenth of our income, is to rob Him!   
(iii)  He says also that to not give our offerings, which is anything above the 

giving of our tithe, we are robbing Him as well.   
(iv)  There are certain times when needs within the church dictate that we 

sacrifice beyond the required amount, so that the Lord’s work will 
continue.  If these needs are clearly present, if God has shown us through 
Providential circumstances that it is His will that we support something 
within His church, beyond the giving of our tithes, such as additional 
giving to send out a missionary or to meet some other need of the Gospel 
ministry, and we don’t support that need, then we are taking what is the 
Lord’s by holding back what He would have us give.  God forbid that we 
should hold back from God what is rightfully His!  The Lord may decide 
to remove part of our stewardship of His goods, if we do not deal 
faithfully with what He gives us.   

(v)  The second thing I would mention is this:  once we have given our tithes 
and offerings to God, it is God’s money.  We no longer have any 
ownership or control over it.  This is why we should not concern ourselves 
too much with what happens to the money after we have given it to Him.  
He will reward you for your faithfulness.  He will reward you even if the 
money is misused.  You are only responsible for your obedience in giving.  
You are not responsible for what happens to it afterwards.   

(vi)  God will require an accounting from those who handle it in His name.  
Those who receive the money are not to use it as they want, but as the 
Lord commands.  And God tells us how to use it.  It is to be used to 
support His workmen.  Those who give their whole time to labor for the 
Lord don’t have the additional time to earn money.  And so the Lord 
directs them to get their support from the Gospel.  Paul writes, “Do you 
not know that those who perform sacred services eat the food of the 
temple, and those who attend regularly to the altar have their share with 
the altar?  [This refers to the sacrifices and tithes which were given to the 
priests and the Levites.]  So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the 
gospel to get their living from the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:13-14).  They are to 
be supported by the ministry, as the priests and Levites were.  And so 
today the tithe is to be used to support your minister, your missionaries, 
and others who labor full time for the Lord in this denomination.   

(vii)  Generally, the other needs of the ministry, such as the purchasing and 
maintenance of a place of worship and the regular support of the needy in 
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the congregation, are to be met through the giving of offerings to the Lord.   
(viii)  I think it goes without saying that if those to whom you are giving your 

tithes and offerings are not using them properly, such as one church I 
know that used them to purchase football jerseys for a local high school, 
that you should address the matter to the Session.  If it cannot be settled in 
a way that puts your conscience at ease, then you should consider whether 
or not to address this issue to the Presbytery.   

 
g.  But I would leave you this morning with a word of encouragement in this 

regard:  if we are obedient to the Lord in this area, He promises that He will 
greatly bless us.   
(i)  The Lord continues through the prophet Malachi, “‘Bring the whole tithe 

into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me 
now in this,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘if I will not open for you the 
windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.  
Then I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it may not destroy the 
fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in the field cast its grapes," says 
the LORD of hosts’” (Mal. 3:10-11).   

(ii)  Not only is the Lord able to increase what you have so that you won’t 
even notice the loss of the tenth, He will even make what you have more 
productive, so that your losses will be less.   

(iii)  It has been said that we cannot out-give God.  Certainly, this is true.  
God is able and willing to do abundantly beyond all we can ask or think.   

(iv)  But we must be careful that receiving is not the motivation behind our 
giving.  If we give out of selfish motives, then we are giving for the wrong 
reasons.  Such giving will not be blessed by the Lord.   

(v)  But if we give out of love for God and a desire to obey Him for His 
glory, then He will prosper us.   

(vi)  Brethren, let us examine our lives this morning to see if we are being 
faithful to the Lord in this area.  Let us also examine our hearts and our 
motives to see if what we do in this area, as well as every area of our 
service, we are doing for the glory of God.  And as we do, let us prepare to 
meet the Lord at His table.  Here the Lord holds out His grace and mercy 
to cover all of our sins.  Here He also promises His grace and strength to 
help us in our weakness.  Let us come now to Him in prayer.   


