
 

“Do Your Acts of Charity in Secret, Part 2” 
(Matthew 6:2-4) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  The subject of giving is very unpopular today because there are so many in 
the religious realm who have muddied the waters with their continual begging for money 
and their veiled threats of what might happen to you if you don’t give.  Back in the 80’s, I 
believe it was, Oral Roberts announced to the world that God was holding him ransom 
for about 4 million dollars.  If the Lord’s people didn’t pay up, then God was going to 
take Pastor Roberts to his eternal reward.  I’m not sure whether or not the money ever 
came in, but God didn’t take Pastor Roberts.  I was sitting in a particular church in San 
Diego in the late 70’s, in which the pastor announced that the Lord told him that 
everyone who was there that evening was to empty their wallets and bank accounts into 
the evening offering.  If they did, they would be blessed by God with an abundance of 
money.  If they didn’t, then the devil was going to take it all away.  They were going to 
lose it either way. so they might as well give it to God.  Was the pastor right?  I was so 
offended that evening, that I didn’t give at all, and nothing happened to me that I’m 
aware of.  You know what happened with Jim and Tammy Bakker, how they built a large 
Christian resort and amusement park, promised that everyone who contributed x amount 
of dollars to help build it would receive 2 weeks per year in their resort, but then radically 
oversold and overbooked the resort to get more money, embezzled a large amount of it, 
and then ended up in trouble.  Jim Bakker was put in jail.  But somehow, Tammy got off.  
But it’s things like these which give the church a bad name when it comes to giving.  
This is also why an organization was formed called the Evangelical Council for Financial 
Accountability to watchdog the so-called “Christian” ministries, so that the Lord’s people 
would be able to have more confidence that the money they were giving wouldn’t end up 
being poured into some greedy man’s bank account.   
  But as over against this kind of lust and greed, even in the name of Christ, there is a 
godly giving which we should not overlook.  God does want us to give to give and 
support the ministry of His kingdom.  As we saw last week, He wants us to do this in 
three different ways.  The first way is by tithing.  The Lord tells us to give a tenth of all 
of our increase to Him, specifically to support His ministers in their labors.  The second 
way He wants us to give is by offerings.  Offerings are for those needs outside of what 
the tithe is for.  I’m not talking here about the mandatory offerings for sin.  I think that 
this is perhaps more along the lines of what the Lord had in mind in Malachi 3:8, where 
He said that the people had robbed Him, because they were not giving to Him their 
offerings.  These offerings were needed to support the work of the priests, as the tithes 
were needed to support the work of the Levites.  But there was another offering called the 
“freewill offering” which was to be given freely.  It was not a mandatory amount.  This 
was the kind of offering which the Israelites made when they contributed the materials 
that were needed to build the tabernacle (Ex. 35:29).  But even though these offerings are 
to be given freely, yet it is still true that there are times when love and true godliness will 
demand that we give them.  If the Lord presents us with a need, and we have the ability to 
help to meet that need, and we don’t do it, that we may justly be charged with misusing 
what the Lord has given us.  We must not forget that He wants us to use His money for 
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His purposes.  He wants us to have open hearts and open hands.  He wants us to be 
generous.  And every once in a while He will bring needs in front of us to remind us of 
that very thing.  But we mustn’t forget that whatever sacrifice we make, whatever we 
give to the Lord’s work, whether it be in the area of tithes or offerings, God will give 
back to us and bless us far more than we can imagine, if we only do this faithfully for His 
glory.   
  But there is still another kind of giving which is spoken of in the Bible, and that is 
the giving of alms, or charitable giving to the poor.  This is what our Lord refers to in our 
text this morning, when He tells us that  
 
  We must do this kind of giving, as much as possible, in secret.   
 
 First, let’s take a look at what it means to give alms, and then we will look briefly at 
how we are to do it, to the glory of God.   
 
I.   The giving of alms differs from the giving of tithes and offerings in that this kind 

of giving is not to support the needs of the church.   
A.  The tithe is to support those who labor in the Gospel, as we saw last week.   
B.  The offering is to support the other needs which arise in the church, such as 

building costs and maintenance.   
C.  But the giving of alms is money that we give freely, specifically to help meet the 

needs of the poor.   
1.  The word itself means “money given to a needy person,” “a gift to the poor.”   
2.  Most of the references to giving in the New Testament refer to this kind of 

giving.   
a.  This is what the lame man was asking for when he begged alms at the gate of 

the Temple from Peter and John (Acts 3:2-10).  A man who was lame would 
not be able to work and supply for his needs, so he was completely dependent 
upon the charity of others to live.  If others did not help him, he would die.   

b.  The same thing would have been true of the blind, such as the blind man, 
Bartimaeus.  There were no such things as disability insurance or welfare in 
those days.  Those who couldn’t work had to get their living in some other 
way.  And the only way they could do this was by begging.   

c.  Now, what was the responsibility of those who saw him?   
(i)  They were supposed to feel compassion for the poor man and help him.   
(ii)  Not only couldn’t this man work and meet his own needs, but often he 

had those who also depended on him for their support.  People aren’t only 
born blind or lame, they also become that way in life.  A man might get 
married, have children, and then lose his ability to work.  What then?  He 
had to beg.   

(iii)  Those who passed by were to feel compassion for him, and give him 
something, so that he, and his family, if he had one, would be able to live 
and not die.   

(iv)  Jesus tells us that we are to have this same compassion for the poor and 
seek to relieve their needs.  He does not tell us how much, or how often, 
but it is clear from what He says, and from the Law of love, that we must 
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help.  Today, because we have welfare and state disability, the needs are 
less, but they are still there.  There are still places in the world where there 
is no one to care for the poor, and many of them die every day for lack of 
food and clothing.  And most of them die in darkness, without any light of 
the Gospel.   

 
d.  But there are other reasons why a person might be in need of alms.   

(i)  It is also possible to become poor because of the circumstances of life.  
This too is sometimes in the sovereign plan of the Lord.   

(ii)  It was God’s will that Judea suffer more than once because of famine 
during the life and ministry of the apostle Paul.  This was probably part of 
God’s judgement against the Jews for their rejection of the Messiah.  It 
finally reached its climax, as you will recall, in 70 AD, when God sent the 
armies of Titus to besiege Jerusalem and to destroy the Temple.  But 
whenever a nation is punished for their sins, it will always have some 
effect upon God’s people who are also in that nation.  But the Lord is 
faithful to give help to His children.  And He usually sends it, or at least it 
is His will that it should come, from His children.   

(iii)  We read that on more than one occasion Paul brought alms to his 
people, to relieve their suffering.  Luke writes, “Now at this time some 
prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.  And one of them named 
Agabus stood up and began to indicate by the Spirit that there would 
certainly be a great famine all over the world.  And this took place in the 
reign of Claudius.  And in the proportion that any of the disciples had 
means, each of them determined to send a contribution for the relief of the 
brethren living in Judea.  And this they did, sending it in charge of 
Barnabas and Saul to the elders” (Acts 11:27-30).  This was apparently 
one of four famines that occurred in the reign of Claudius, according to 
Josephus.  God told His people that it was going to happen ahead of time, 
and He also raised up relief for His people, from His people.   

(iv)  Paul also helped orchestrate help at least one other time.  When he was 
giving his testimony before Felix, he said, “Now after several years I came 
to bring alms to my nation and to present offerings” (Acts 24:17).  This 
was most likely the time referred to by Paul in 2 Corinthians 8:1-4 (which 
we read this morning), Romans 15:25-26, and 1 Corinthians 16:1-4.   

(v)  But Paul was not the only example.  We also read of Cornelius, in Acts 
10, who frequently gave alms to the Jewish people.  Luke writes, “Now 
there was a certain man at Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of what 
was called the Italian cohort, a devout man, and one who feared God with 
all his household, and gave many alms to the Jewish people, and prayed to 
God continually” (vv. 1-2).   

(vi)  Now this doesn’t mean that we should help only those who are our 
brethren in Christ.  The Lord tells us that we are to love our neighbors as 
ourselves.  Most of our neighbors are not believers, and if we love them as 
we love ourselves, we will certainly try and help take care of their needs.   

(vii)  But we are bound to help our brethren first of all, if God providentially 
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has placed them in circumstances where they need our help.   
(viii)  But remember, they must be those who are truly in need.  If they don’t 

need your help, then there won’t be anything virtuous in your helping 
them.  The Lord tells us that if we give to those from whom we expect to 
receive back what we give, what credit is that?  Even sinners do the same 
(Luke 6:34).   

(ix)  The Lord also tells us in His Word, that if they are poor because they are 
lazy, then they shouldn’t eat until they repent and learn to work for their 
bread.  Paul writes, “If anyone will not work, neither let him eat” (2 Thes. 
3:10).   

 
II.  But there is one other warning given in our text this morning concerning our 

giving to the poor.  When we give, we are to give in secret.   
A.  First, we are not to make a public display of our giving.   

1.  Jesus said that there were hypocrites who would sound a trumpet before they 
gave, so that all would know what they were doing.   
a.  John Calvin seems to have believed that they literally did this:  they blew a 

trumpet before they gave.   
b.  But it could also be a figure of speech, which means that they made sure 

everyone was looking before they gave.   
 

2.  Jesus also said that when they gave, they did so in the most public places they 
could find -- the synagogue and the streets--, so that they would be more likely 
to be seen by others.   

3.  But this is also why Jesus called them hypocrites.   
a.  When you make people think you are doing something for one reason, when 

you are really doing it for another, you are being a hypocrite.   
b.  The people who watched saw them making great sacrifices to the poor.  But 

this is only what they wanted the people to think.  They were really giving so 
that those who saw them would think very highly of them.  We may always 
know whether or not there is hypocrisy in the things we do by this:  if we do 
them only when others are watching, then we are being hypocritical.   

c.  Jesus said that when others see them and praise them, they have received 
their reward in full.  They wanted the applause of man, they received the 
applause of men, and this is all they will get.   

 
B.  But if, on the other hand, we want to give so as to receive our reward from God, 

how should we do this?   
1.  Jesus says that we are to do it in secret.   

a.  We must give so only God may see and no one else.   
b.  We must give in such a way that even we ourselves do not pay that much 

attention to what we are doing:  we are not to let our left hand know what our 
right is doing.  This means that we should not dwell on what we have given, 
thinking that we have done some great thing.  Instead, we must keep looking 
for more opportunities to give.   

c.  We would certainly have to agree that if we gave in this way, then we would 
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much more likely be giving with the right motive.  It’s still possible that our 
giving could be legalistic, thinking somehow that through our works we are 
earning our salvation, rather than trusting in Christ’s perfect righteousness 
alone.  But if we give in secret, we can at least know that we are not doing it 
to be seen of men.   

d.  Jesus says if we give secretly, and do so for God’s glory, then God will see it 
and will reward us for it.   

 
2.  But how can we give in secret, so that only God sees it?   

a.  Sometimes money can be given anonymously.  We can send it in the mail, or 
we can leave the money where only they will find it.   

b.  Or perhaps a better way may be to give the money through someone else:  a 
close friend or brother in the Lord.  But if you give in this way, you need to 
make sure that you are not giving to be seen by the person who delivers the 
money.   

c.  But sometimes, it’s not really possible to give in secret.  At times like these, 
you will need to give humbly and in the name of the Lord.   

d.  An example of any teaching is often the best teacher.  So in closing, let me 
leave you with an illustration of secret giving from the life of Jonathan 
Edwards, as it was recorded by his close friend and brother-in-law, Samuel 
Hopkins.  He writes, “His great benevolence to mankind discovered itself, 
among other ways, by the uncommon regard he showed to liberality, and 
charity to the poor and distressed.  He was much in recommending this, both 
in his public discourses and private conversation.  He often declared it to be 
his opinion, that professed Christians, in these days are greatly deficient in 
this duty; and much more so, than in most other parts of external Christianity.  
He often observed how much this is spoken of, recommended and 
encouraged in the holy Scripture, especially in the New Testament.  And it 
was his opinion, that every particular church ought by frequent and liberal 
contributions, to maintain a public stock, that might be ready for the poor and 
necessitous members of that church:  and that the principal business of 
deacons is to take care of the poor in the faithful and judicious distribution 
and improvement of the church’s temporals, lodged in their hands.  And he 
did not content himself with only recommending charity to others, but 
practiced it much himself; though, according to his Master’s advice, he took 
great care to conceal his deeds of charity; by which means doubtless most of 
his alms-deeds will be unknown till the resurrection, which if known, would 
prove him to be as great an instance of charity as any that can be produced in 
this age.  This is not mere conjecture, but is evident many ways.  He was 
forward to give on all public occasions of charity, though when it could 
properly be done, he always concealed the sum given.  And some instances of 
his giving more privately have accidentally come to the knowledge of others, 
in which his liberality appeared in a very extraordinary degree.  One of the 
instances was this.  Upon hearing that a poor obscure man, whom he never 
saw, or any of his kindred, was by an extraordinary bodily disorder, brought 
to great straits; he unasked, gave a considerable sum to a friend to be 
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delivered to the distressed person; having first required a promise of him, that 
he would let neither the person, who was the object of his charity, nor anyone 
else know by whom it was given.  This may serve both as an instance of his 
extraordinary charity, and of his great care to conceal it” (Life, Wordsearch, 
n.p.). 

 
 

e.  People of God, may the Lord give to us charitable hearts and open hands, that 
we may follow the example of our Lord Jesus Christ and give glory to God.  
And let us leave considering the words of Solomon, the wisest king who ever 
graced the Old Covenant kingdom of Israel, “He who is gracious to a poor 
man lends to the LORD, and He will repay him for his good deed” (Prov. 
19:17), but “He who shuts his ear to the cry of the poor will also cry himself 
and not be answered” (21:13).  Amen.   


