
“Do You Know Him?” 

(John 17:3) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

 

As Christians, know eternal life most important –  

 

More than relationships, possessions, world.   

 

What profit if gain world, lose soul?   

 

What good is world?  Robin Williams.   

 

Only God gives hope/purpose/reason to live.   

 

 

But do you really understand what it is?   

 

Yes it’s salvation from hell,  

 

It is heaven, living forever, blessing.   

 

But it’s much more:  v. 3, this eternal life – know You – and Jesus Christ – sent.   

 

It’s knowing God.   

 

Jesus image of God – came that might know God.   

 

What does that mean?   

 

 

Suggest means at least 4 things:  that you might,  

 

1)  Know of Him.   

 

2)  Know about Him.   

 

3)  Know Him personally.   

 

4)  Know Him experientially (in your experience).   

 

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  He came that you might know of Him (evangelism).   
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See why He came at beginning of ministry:   

 

To preach the Gospel:  1) Time fulfilled, 2) kingdom God at hand, 3) repent and 

believe (Mark 1:15).   

 

You know what Gospel is:   

 

Message of what He would do/did to save you:   

 

That He would live, die, be raised, ascend, rule, pray, return for you.   

 

 

Came to preach Gospel.   

 

Came that might be Gospel.   

 

To give Self for you,  

 

That you might be saved from hell/judgment.   

 

 

Came to do all for you,  

 

That you might go to heaven.   

 

He came that you might know of Him.   

 

 

Do you know of Him?   

 

Have you heard?   

 

Have you believed?   

 

Have you trusted?   

 

Have you turned/repented? 

 

This where knowing begins.   

 

 

But there’s more.   

 

B.  He came that you might know about Him (knowledge).   
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Sometimes, this may seem like main reason:   

 

Saved to study,  

 

All sermons/Bible studies, books.   

 

Become scholars for/of Christ.   

 

 

Is important to know about Him.   

 

Who God is (triune):  that might worship true God.   

 

Who Jesus is:  God and man, that might trust true Jesus.   

 

What He’s done/how to receive it – that might be saved.   

 

What He’s like (holy) – that know what pleases Him.   

 

What He wants you to be/do (wants you holy) – that might aim life in right 

direction.   

 

He came that might know of Him and about Him –  

 

Both very important.   

 

 

Do you know about Him?   

 

Are you listening/reading Bible/studying good books?   

 

Do you know who He is, what He’s like, what He wants?   

 

Good, but there’s still more.   

 

 

C.  He came that you might know Him (relationship).   

 

This eternal life – know you, and Jesus Christ whom sent.   

 

Other things means to end – this is end (at least partly).   

 

Came that might have personal relationship with real persons – Father, Son, Spirit.   

 

 

Ill:  One thing to know about president, another to know him.   
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Came that you might know Father’s love in choosing and sending.   

 

 

His love in living/dying/giving –  

 

In being His friends/body/bride.   

 

 

Spirit’s love in applying/indwelling.   

 

 

Came that might know each,  

 

Experience love of each,  

 

Love in return.   

 

 

Do you know God?   

 

Not just characters in story,  

 

Not just ideas in your mind,  

 

But as real persons?   

 

Have you experienced relationship/love?   

 

 

Came that might know of, about, and Him.   

 

 

But there’s still more.   

 

D.  He came that you might know Him (experientially).   

 

This full end – part the church seems to miss:   

 

He gave us the Gospel/Word/relationship  

 

That being His, might learn who He is by experience.   

 

Matthew 11:27-30, “All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no 

one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the 
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Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.  Come to Me, all who are 

weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and 

learn from (of, about) Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL 

FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 

 

 

That might experience what it is to be like Him,  

 

And less like world.   

 

Romans 13:12-14, “The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us 

lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let us behave 

properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity 

and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.”   

 

Ephesians 4:17-24, “So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk 

no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, being darkened 

in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that 

is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; and they, having become callous, 

have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity 

with greediness.  But you did not learn Christ in this way, if indeed you have heard 

Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, that, in reference to your 

former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in 

accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your 

mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in 

righteousness and holiness of the truth.”   

 

 

That being like him, might know His power/sufferings.   

 

Phil 3:8-11, “More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing 

value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all 

things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and may be found in 

Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is 

through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of 

faith, that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of 

His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the 

resurrection from the dead.”   

 

 

What Paul’s goal for Galatians?   

 

In labor until Christ formed in them (Gal. 4:19).   
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Jesus wants you to know of Him,  

 

About Him,  

 

Know Him,  

 

But also to know Him:   

 

To experience His life –  

 

What is to live like Him,  

 

To know His power,  

 

His suffering.   

 

What means to be a Christian –  

 

One who follows Christ.   

 

 

That’s what focus on over next several weeks:   

 

What means to know Jesus in this way,  

 

And so know God.   
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