
“Do Not Fear Death” 
(1 Corinthians 15:55) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  As we’ve seen, we won’t reach our complete happiness here.   
a.  This is a time of labor, trials, tribulation, persecution.   
b.  Even our blessings are mixed with imperfection, sin, sorrow.   
 

2.  That’s because perfect happiness is reserved for heaven.   
a.  That is when the Lord plans to give it.   
b.  Everything will be removed that causes grief.   
c.  And we will be in the Lord’s presence.   
 

3.  How can this help us here?   
a.  It can help us make more sense of what’s happening now.   

(i)  Why we struggle with sin.   
(ii)  Why we suffer.   
(iii)  Why things always seem to go wrong.   

 
b.  It can help us not look for our full happiness here.   

(i)  Shouldn’t expect it here.   
(ii)  Shouldn’t be so disappointed if we don’t find it here.   
(iii)  When convinced it’s not for now, it helps to deal with the problems 

here.   
(iv)  A soldier fighting on the battlefield doesn’t expect safety, rest and 

comfort.  He expects danger, labor and distress.   
(v)  Should we be surprised to receive the same who are fighting the Lord’s 

battle against the kingdom of darkness?   
 
c.  Finally, this can direct our hearts above.   

(i)  If our happiness isn’t here, but in heaven, what should we do?   
(ii)  Set our sights on it and long to be there.   
(iii)  Don’t make this world your home:  you can’t stay here anyway.   
(iv)  Let your heart be in heaven.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening I want us to consider one further implication:  If our true happiness 
is in heaven, we no longer need to fear death, because it is our transition to this 
happiness.   

2.  I want us to see three things:   
a.  Death is what many fear the most.   
b.  But Christ has taken the victory and sting out of death for us.   
c.  Therefore, we no longer need to be afraid of it.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  Death is what many fear the most.   
1.  The unbeliever is afraid of it.   

a.  Doesn’t fully know what comes next.   
b.  If he did, he would be more afraid.   
c.  Knows something through conscience.   
d.  If Christian background, knows more.   
e.  Even supposed nothingness is frightening.   

 
2.  I don’t think any of us here are entirely comfortable with it.   

a.  This isn’t strange:  death is unnatural.   
(i)  God didn’t create the world with death in it.   
(ii)  Death in itself is not good.   
(iii)  It’s the result of the Fall.   
(iv)  It’s part of the curse.   
(v)  It’s the severing of our soul from our body.   
(vi)  This is not how God originally made it to be.   

 
b.  In addition, we’ve never experienced it.   

(i)  There’s always something fearful about the unknown.   
(ii)  Death is something we only experience once.   
(iii)  You can’t get used to it; only to its reality.   

 
c.  Further, sometimes it’s accompanied by great pain.   

(i)  Very few experience a painless death.   
(ii)  It’s generally the result of sickness, injury, old age.   
(iii)  This is why many today are turning to euthanasia.   
(iv)  None of us look forward to these things.   

 
d.  It severs our relationships.   

(i)  Some permanently:  marriage, family, unsaved loved ones.   
(ii)  Others temporarily:  with those in Christ.   

 
e.  Sometimes it’s further complicated by weakness of assurance.   

(i)  Not knowing the state of your soul creates further stress.   
(ii)  Will I be with Christ?  Or will I awaken in hell?   
(iii)  Not many have an infallible assurance.   
(iv)  You can see the value of it, especially when death approaches.   
 

f.  All of these make death undesirable.   
 

B.  But Christ has removed its victory and sting.   
1.  Death would have swallowed us up.   

a.  Not just the grave.   
b.  But the condemnation of hell.   



3 

 
2.  But Christ has conquered it.   

a.  He has taken away our offenses through His life and death.   
b.  He rose again from the grave.   
c.  He ascended to heaven.   
d.  He has opened heaven for us.   

 
3.  We will still die:  our soul will be severed from our body.   

a.  We still won’t know what it’s like until we experience it.   
b.  We may still experience pain.   
c.  We will be separated from loved ones.   
d.  But these things won’t matter.   
e.  Like the woman who forgets the pain of bearing a child because of the joy of 

that child, so we will forget these things for joy of being with the Lord.   
f.  We gain in death, not lose.   

(i)  All pain, grief, sickness, sorrow, tribulation and persecution removed.   
(ii)  Pure and perfect happiness in the presence of God and the Lamb comes.   
(iii)  Eventually, we’ll receive our bodies back in resurrected glory.   
(iv)  If we can just come to grips with this, it opens a new blessing for us.   

 
C.  The greatest blessing is that we can live in this world without fear.   

1.  By removing our greatest fear, we can live with courage.   
a.  “The fear of death is engrafted in the common nature of all men, but faith 

works it out of Christians” (Vavasor Powell).   
b.  Why should we be afraid when death brings us a greater happiness?   
c.  “If a man that is desperately sick today, did believe he should arise sound the 

next morning; or a man today, in despicable poverty, had assurance that he 
should tomorrow arise a prince; would they be afraid to go to bed?” (Richard 
Baxter).   

d.  Should we be afraid of death if it brings the greatest of blessings?   
 

2.  Isn’t this why so many of the saints put their lives in danger to do God’s will?   
a.  “And what more shall I say?  For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, 

Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, who by faith 
conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, 
shut the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign 
armies to flight.  Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others 
were tortured, not accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better 
resurrection; and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also 
chains and imprisonment.  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they 
were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went about in 
sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated (men of whom 
the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves 
and holes in the ground.  And all these, having gained approval through their 
faith, did not receive what was promised, because God had provided 
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something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be made 
perfect” (Heb. 11:32-40).   
(i)  Some gained great victories at the risk of their own lives.   
(ii)  Others suffered terrible persecutions and death in doing the Lord’s will.   
(iii)  But all were willing to do so because they trusted God.   
(iv)  They knew they would not lose but gain something infinitely valuable.   
 

b.  Christ, for the joy set before Him, endured the cross (Heb. 12:2).   
(i)  He wasn’t afraid to do things that would put Himself at risk.   
(ii)  He knew He would suffer, but He knew He would gain.   
(iii)  He is now in that fullness of joy, rejoicing in heaven over His bride.   
(iv)  He considers it worth the price, and so should we.   

 
3.  Consider the series we’re about to embark on.   

a.  Dave Bush will take us through the Reformation in Scotland.   
b.  It will illustrate the principle:  the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 

church.   
c.  Why were these so fearless?   
d.  It’s because they desired and looked for a better resurrection.   
 

4.  If we can see what they saw, we too can have this determination and courage.   
a.  We need to consider heaven infinitely better than earth; the greatest joys here 

nothing in comparison.   
b.  We need to remember that death comes for us anyway.   

(i)  If we try and hold onto our lives here, we will lose them.   
(ii)  But if we give them up for Christ’s sake, we will save them.   
(iii)  That is the cost of discipleship.   
(iv)  We picked up our crosses to follow Him (Matt. 16:24).   
(v)  We need to consider ourselves as already having died in Christ.   

 
c.  In closing, let me read Thomas Watson:  “‘What man is he that lives and 

shall not see death?’ (Psalm 89:48).  Grace itself gives no charter of 
exemption from it.  An earthen pot, though full of gold, may break.  The 
righteous, who are earthen vessels, though they are filled with the golden 
graces, are not freed from breaking by death.  But their death is precious.  
Wicked men, like hawks, are set high upon a perch, decked with jingling 
bells, but then comes their passing bell and calls them away; and, when they 
die, there is no missing them.  Their life was scarcely worth a prayer, nor 
their death worth a tear.  The wicked die in their sins (John 8:24).  Death to 
them is but a trap door to let them into hell.  But when a righteous man dies, 
his sins die with him.  The pale face of death looks ruddy, being sprinkled 
with the blood of the Lamb.  When a believer has death in his body, he has 
Christ in his soul.  The day of his death is his ascension day to heaven.  The 
death of a saint is precious to God; the righteous are said to be gathered.  A 
sinner is carried away in a storm, whereas the righteous are gathered like we 
gather precious fruit and candy it.  So greatly does God value the death of a 
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saint that He makes inquisition for every drop of his blood.  His death is 
precious to the saints who survive him. . . .  The saints living are affected 
with the loss of the godly, and carry them to their grave with a shower of 
tears.  When the bodies of the wicked are laid in the grave, there lies a heap 
of dust to be tumbled into hell.  But the dust of a righteous man is part of 
Christ’s mystical Body.  The dust of a saint is united to Christ while it is still 
in the grave, and as the dust of believers is now excellent, so it will appear 
shortly in the sight of men and angels.  Emperor Trajan’s ashes were honored 
at Rome, so the ashes of the saints at the resurrection shall be honored when 
they shall be made like Christ’s glorious body in its beauty, strength, agility, 
and immortality” (Watson, Day by Day, 258).   

d.  Death comes for all of us, but in Christ, our death is precious to God, and 
should be to us as well.   

e.  As William Gurnall wrote, “Let your hope of heaven master your fear of 
death.  Why should you be afraid to die, who hopes to live by dying!  
(Treasury).   

f.  After this comes the resurrection, when our perishable bodies are raised again 
imperishable.  This is why Paul could say, “O death, where is your victory?  
O death, where is your sting?” (1 Cor. 15:55).   

g.  Death was something to fear, but Christ has removed its victory and has 
made us victorious in it.   

h.  So let’s not be paralyzed by the fear of death, but welcome it in its time, for 
we will be with the Lord.  Amen.   


