
“Do Not Be Wise in Your Own Eyes” 
(Romans 12:16) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we’re looking at one of the most oft repeated commands, because it’s 
one most difficult for us to do:  to come off our high horse and humble ourselves.   
a.  One thing we can be sure of in Scripture:  God hates pride.   

(i)  “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6).   
(ii)  Why does He hate it?  Gurnall sums it up:  “Pride loves to climb up, not as 

Zaccheus to see Christ, but to be seen.”   
(iii)  What should people see when they look at a Christian?  Christ.   
(iv)  Jesus says, “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see 

your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).   
(v)  Works can be done in different ways:  to draw attention to self, or Christ.   
(vi)  God doesn’t want us to draw attention to ourselves, but to Him.   
 

b.  In order to give the glory to Him, we must get ourselves out of the way.   
(i)  Nehemiah Rogers wrote, “Humility is the repentance of pride.”   
(ii)  It doesn’t thrust itself into the line light, but hides in the shadows.   
(iii)  It puts the Lord first; it puts others before self; it puts self last.   

 
2.  The way to true greatness in God’s kingdom is to seek to be the most humble.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Review.   
a.  Paul has been telling us that we need to love all men, even our enemies.   
b.  We especially need to show love to our brethren, whether we know them or not.   
c.  The body of Christ – we often forget – is broader than this denomination.   
d.  Every believer is a member of Christ’s body, which is the church.   
e.  We should never think otherwise.   
f.  Because they are, we should care for every one of His members.   
g.  We are one body, one family, one redeemed community in Christ.   

 
2.  This morning, Paul directs his comments to how we should view each of Christ’s 

members.   
a.  First, he warns us against separating from one another because we believe 

ourselves to be too good or two wise/knowledgeable to be with them.   
b.  Second, and conversely, he exhorts us to humble ourselves and care for each 

member.   
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  Paul first warns us against pride:  “Do not be haughty in mind,” “Do not be wise in 
your own estimation.”   
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1.  Literal meaning:   
a.  He literally says, “Do not think high things regarding yourselves, “ or, “Do not 

have proud thoughts/be haughty.”   
b.  Basically, he says don’t think you’re so great.   
c.  The second sentence literally means, “Do not consider yourself to be wise or 

intelligent,” “Don’t think that you’ve arrived, that you have all the answers.”   
d.  If there’s one thing that Reformed Christians have to contend with, it’s 

intellectual pride.   
e.  Anyone who considers themselves intellectual or well-educated hates to be 

thought of as foolish or uneducated.   
f.  This is particularly true of seminary professors:  this may be one of the reasons 

they give into old dates for the earth – they won’t want to be thought of as 
“fundamentalists.”   

g.  This may be one of the reasons the Lord chose primarily uneducated men to do 
His work (1 Cor. 1:26):  they weren’t concerned about what they looked like.   

 
2.  We need to beware – God hates pride, thinking oneself intellectually superior or 

superior in any way.  Listen to what He says:   
a.  “Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and turn away from evil” (Prov. 

3:7).   
b.  “Do you see a man wise in his own eyes?  There is more hope for a fool than for 

him” (26:12).   
c.  “Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and clever in their own sight” 

(Isaiah 5:21)!   
d.  “Let no man deceive himself.  If any man among you thinks that he is wise in 

this age, he must become foolish, so that he may become wise” (1 Cor. 3:18).   
e.  “‘But you, are you seeking great things for yourself?  Do not seek them; for 

behold, I am going to bring disaster on all flesh,’ declares the LORD, ‘but I will 
give your life to you as booty in all the places where you may go’” (Jeremiah 
45:5).   

f.  Laurence Chaderton, Master of Emmanuel College in the 16th Century, wrote, “It 
is the light head and the aspiring mind which through pride and ambition flieth 
into the prince’s palace.”   

g.  Even the disciples were vulnerable:  “And there arose also a dispute among them 
as to which one of them was regarded to be greatest.  And He said to them, ‘The 
kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who have authority over them 
are called “Benefactors.”  But not so with you, but let him who is the greatest 
among you become as the youngest, and the leader as the servant.  For who is 
greater, the one who reclines at the table, or the one who serves?  Is it not the one 
who reclines at the table?  But I am among you as the one who serves’” (Luke 
22:24-27).   

h.  If we are prideful, the Lord will deal with it:  “To crucify this corruption, 
Providence takes off the bridle of restraint from ungodly men, and sometimes 
permits them to traduce (disgrace) the names of God’s servants as Shimei did 
David’s.  Yea, they shall fall into disesteem among their friends, as Paul did 
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among the Corinthians, and all this to keep down the swelling of their spirits at 
the sense of those excellencies that are in them” (John Flavel).   

i.  William Jenkyn writes, “Only a Christian of strong grace can bear the strong 
wine of commendation without the spiritual intoxication.”   

 
B.  So we must avoid pride/arrogance, but how?  Paul commands its only antidote:  

humility:  “Be of the same mind toward one another,” “Associate with the lowly.”   
1.  Literally:   

a.  “Think the same things towards one another.”   
(i)  Can mean to agree:  think the same with one another.   
(ii)  In the context, it most likely means think the same regarding one another, or 

not to discriminate.   
 

b.  Associate or condescend to or be in the company of the lowly, the poor, the 
undistinguished, the trivial, or those who have little or no significance.   
(i)  Don’t just make great friends for yourself.  
(ii)  Make friends with men of all stations.   
(iii)  And again beware when you group yourself with the great.   
(iv)  Think more highly of others than yourself.  “Do nothing from selfishness or 

empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more 
important than yourselves” (Phil. 2:3).   

(v)  Also don’t think it beneath yourself to do menial tasks.   
 

2.  Again, consider our paradigm, our greatest example:  the Lord Jesus Christ.   
a.  Paul writes, “If therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any 

consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and 
compassion, make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the 
same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.  Do nothing from selfishness or 
empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as 
more important than himself; do not merely look out for your own personal 
interests, but also for the interests of others.  Have this attitude in yourselves 
which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking 
the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  And being 
found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross.  Therefore also God highly exalted Him, 
and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and 
under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:1-11).   
(i)  The One who is God, became man; the Creator, a creature; the rich, poor; the 

Lawgiver, a subject; the eternally Blessed, one who suffers; the Judge, the 
condemned; the Lord of life, a dead man; the One who is resurrection itself, 
under the power of death for three days.   

(ii)  He who was rich, for our sakes became poor, that through His poverty, we 
might become rich (2 Cor. 8:9).   
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(iii)  For this, He was exalted.   
(iv)  And so, if we would be exalted, we must empty ourselves of ourselves.   
 

b.  The same is true of those who followed Him.  Paul writes, “We are fools for 
Christ's sake, but you are prudent in Christ; we are weak, but you are strong; you 
are distinguished, but we are without honor” (1 Cor. 4:10).   
(i)  So many today seek honor in the world’s eyes.   
(ii)  We should not be afraid to be counted fools.   
 

c.  “At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, ‘Who then is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?’  And He called a child to Himself and set him before them, 
and said, ‘Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, 
you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.  Whoever then humbles himself as 
this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven’” (Matthew 18:1-4).   
(i)  We should not strive to be the greatest; if we do we will miss the kingdom.   
(ii)  We need to strive to be lowest.   
(iii)  The attitude of a child is much different than that of an adult.   
(iv)  As children, we didn’t know there was any difference in the color of our 

skin, how much money our parents made, or their station in life.   
(v)  Those things weren’t important.  We were just happy to have someone to 

play with.   
(vi)  Our Lord tells us, “Stop making those kinds of distinctions; don’t think 

you’re better than anyone else; love all My sheep and all men.”   
(vii)  Jesus told His disciples, “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the 

kingdom of God” (Luke 6:20).   
 

C.  And so let’s climb down the ladder toward success in God’s kingdom.   
1.  The race is to the bottom, not the top, to reach the top.   
2.  To goal is to self-efface, to empty ourselves.   
3.  We must strive to have others recognized, and ourselves invisible.   
4.  Let me close with this parable:  “And He began speaking a parable to the invited 

guests when He noticed how they had been picking out the places of honor at the 
table; saying to them, ‘When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not 
take the place of honor, lest someone more distinguished than you may have been 
invited by him, and he who invited you both shall come and say to you, “Give place 
to this man,” and then in disgrace you proceed to occupy the last place.  But when 
you are invited, go and recline at the last place, so that when the one who has 
invited you comes, he may say to you, “Friend, move up higher”; then you will have 
honor in the sight of all who are at the table with you.  For everyone who exalts 
himself shall be humbled, and he who humbles himself shall be exalted” (Luke 
14:7-11).   

5.  We must take the last seat, that, if God wills, we might move up.   
6.  Our goal is to be like Jesus:  the servant of all.  This is our most difficult task.  It’s 

not easy; our flesh hates it; but God loves it.  Amen.   


