
 

“Do Not Be Unequally Yoked” 
(Genesis 6:1-8) 

 
 
 

 This morning we considered how the recent events in our nation were really an act of 
judgment on our sins.  Whether we want to recognize it or not, things are getting progressively 
worse in this country.  There is a cloud of sin which is rising and shutting out the light of biblical 
morality.  Things are getting darker.  I believe that one of the main indicators of this is the 
obvious push toward ecumenicity.  It’s one thing to try to bring all the Protestant denominations 
together who at least confess the fundamental truths of the Gospel, it’s quite another to bring 
different religions together, such as what we saw happen on Friday at the Memorial Cathedral in 
Washington.  Now it might cause us to have warm feelings to see our nation unite, at least for the 
moment, in remembering those who died in this attack.  But even so, God doesn’t want us to 
bow in prayer together with the Jews who reject Him and His Son, or with the Roman Catholics, 
who reject His plan of salvation, or with the liberal Methodists, who reject the supernaturalism of 
the Bible, or with the Muslims, who worship a false god.  In doing this, as we will see this 
evening, we are committing the same sin that the godly line of Seth did in the days of Noah.  
They were getting too close to the ungodly line of Cain.   
 This evening I want us to see two things from our passage:  First, the Lord forbids us 
from having too close of a relationship with the world.  And second, if we get too close to the 
world, we may end up being destroyed with it.  Our text this evening describes one of the darkest 
moments in the history of the world.   
 Last week, we saw both the growth of the city of man, as well as the city of God.  We 
also saw how the Lord poured out special blessings to His people in revealing to them more 
about the Lord Jesus Christ and His ultimate plan for the salvation of their souls and bodies 
through Him, and in bringing revival at the time of Enosh.  But as we come to chapter six, we 
see that things are changing for the worse.  The city of man was beginning to grow larger and 
more powerful, but the city of God was beginning to die out.  What was the problem?  We read 
about it in verses 1 and 2, “Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of the 
land, and daughters were born to them, that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were 
beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose.”  Now all Christians today 
agree that this was a very dark time for the church, but not all agree as to exactly what Moses 
was referring to here.  Some believe that the world was becoming so wicked, that the angels 
were taking wives for themselves from the women of the world.  They believe this because the 
phrase sons of God often refers to the angels in the Scripture, and because giants were being born 
from their union.  Obviously, this can’t be right, because angels neither marry nor are given in 
marriage (Matt. 22:30).  The good angels wouldn’t have done this, and the evil ones couldn’t 
have even if they had wanted to.  There is nothing in Scripture that would lead us to believe that 
an angel could produce an offspring with a human.  Others believe that the demons themselves 
weren’t cohabiting with these women, but they were possessing the men who married them.  But 
this can’t be right either.  It’s not that it would be impossible for a woman to marry a man who is 
demon-possessed, but that possession wouldn’t necessarily cause there to be anything different 
with the children.  I think the best interpretation is to see this in terms of the city of God and the 
city of man.  The men who were multiplying on the face of the land were the ungodly line of 
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Cain.  As they continued to multiply, daughters were born to them, who were very beautiful.  
The sons of God were the godly line of Seth.  They saw that these young ladies were beautiful, 
and, like Samson who desired his father to get him the Philistine woman for a bride, took wives 
for themselves, whomever they chose.  They were intermarrying with the ungodly, and as a 
result, were falling away from the Lord.  The sons they had were great men, men of renown.  
This may be what is meant by the word Nephilim, which means giants.  Or these sons might 
actually have been very large in stature.  But they weren’t the offspring of devils.   
 This has always been a temptation for the Christian, especially for our covenant youth 
who have reached the age of marriage.  There are far more young men and women of 
marriageable age among the unbelievers than there are among the believers.  Those who go to 
public school are much more aware of this, than others.  Very few even profess to know Christ 
there.  And of course, since the dress code is far more lax in the world, than it is in the church -- 
although it’s eroding in the church as well --, it’s hard, especially for our young men, to resist the 
temptation to get involved with a non-Christian woman.  “The sons of God saw that the 
daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves for themselves, whomever 
they chose.”  The same problem exists for the young ladies.  Some professing Christians have 
even entered into relationships with unbelievers in the hope that the Lord will convert them.  I 
guess we would call that relationship or marriage evangelism.  I understand that one of the 
former pastors here was asked to perform a marriage between a member of this church and an 
unbeliever by her parents who were also members.  The pastor refused, as he should have.  The 
woman and her parents were so offended that they left and joined another church.   
 Now I hope that you all understand that the Lord forbids this kind of a relationship with 
an unbeliever.  Again and again, throughout the Old Testament, the Lord warned His people not 
to intermarry with the heathen nations around them.  Moses wrote, “When the Lord your God 
shall bring you into the land where you are entering to possess it, and shall clear away many 
nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and stronger than you, and 
when the LORD your God shall deliver them before you, and you shall defeat them, then you 
shall utterly destroy them.  You shall make no covenant with them and show no favor to them.  
Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you shall not give your daughters to their sons, 
nor shall you take their daughters for your sons” (Deu. 7:1-3).  When this happened during the 
time of Ezra, to show their repentance, they had to divorce their foreign wives and sent them 
away with their children (Ezra 10).  The reason why the Lord forbade this union was that these 
foreign wives would lead their husbands away into idolatry.  This is exactly what happened to 
Solomon.  The Lord told him not to multiply wives to himself, nor to take foreign wives.  But he 
did both, and at the end of his life, ended up worshiping false gods (1 Kings 11).  This is what 
was happening with the sons of Seth, as well.  Paul writes, “Do not be bound together with 
unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has 
light with darkness?  Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common 
with an unbeliever?  Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?  For we are the 
temple of the living God; just as God said, ‘I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be My people.  Therefore, come out from their midst and be 
separate,’ says the Lord.  ‘And do not touch what is unclean; and I will welcome you.  And I will 
be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me,’ says the Lord Almighty” (2 Cor. 



3 

 

6:14-18).   
 Now what this means is that you young men here are not to have relationships with 
young ladies who are not Christians, who are not of the household of faith.  The same goes for 
you young ladies here, you are not to have relationships with a young men who are not 
Christians.  I know that this can be difficult, since sometimes its hard to find an eligible person in 
a small church, but it’s necessary.  If you do enter into a relationship with an unbeliever, you are 
directly disobeying the Lord’s command.  You really can’t do this without falling away from 
Him, at least for a time, because you really can’t want a relationship like this unless you are 
already falling away from the Lord.  But also if you do this, and you truly are a Christian, you 
need to realize that you will be miserable for the rest of your life.  I know several people who 
have done so, who wished that they never had.  Light and darkness don’t mix.  How can you 
prevent this from happening?  The most important thing you can do is learn to appreciate a 
person’s inner beauty more than his or her outer beauty.  Consider what Lemuel wrote at the end 
of Proverbs, “Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord, she shall 
be praised” (31:30).  A pretty girl or a handsome man might make you happy for a little while, 
but afterwards, they will bring bitterness to your soul, if they don’t have a godly heart.  And 
parents, you need to make sure that you don’t allow your sons and daughters to develop 
relationships, even casual relationships, with unbelievers.  I know of at least three families that 
very unwisely allowed their daughters to become familiar with unbelieving men, who 
subsequently fell into immorality, and, in the end, fell away from the Lord.  It is your 
responsibility to watch over the souls of your children and not allow that to happen.   
 I should add that these passages also forbid us from forming close relationships with 
anyone in the world.  Certainly, within our immediate families, we will have close relationships, 
even with unbelievers.  And certainly this doesn’t mean that we can’t associate with unbelievers 
at all.  If we don’t reach out to them, we will never see them come to Christ.  But we should 
never have a close or bosom friend who is an unbeliever.  If we really love the Lord, and they 
really hate Him, how can we?  It shouldn’t even be possible.  But it is when we fall away from 
the Lord and our love for Him becomes weak.  And if it is true that we should not be unequally 
yoked in our friendships with unbelievers, how much more true is it in our church relationships.  
I mentioned at the beginning the memorial service that was held for the victims of the terrorist 
attack.  The service included Protestants, liberals, Roman Catholics, Jews and Muslims.  All of 
them met together to sing, pray and remember the victims of the terrorist attack.  Now I believe 
that there are times when we should join hands together with unbelievers when we have a 
common enemy.  But we should never join our hands together with them in worship, unless they 
repent and are reconciled to God through Jesus Christ.  Otherwise, we are only a step away from 
falling away from the Lord entirely.  There is a growing hatred in our country toward those who 
don’t tolerate others.  If you speak out against another religion or a particular sexual orientation, 
it’s beginning to be seen as a hate crime.  This has affected the church as well.  Even within the 
church, there are those who are offended when something negative is said about those of a 
different religion or sexual orientation.  But I hope you understand this evening that God does 
not tolerate them.  They are His enemies unless and until they repent.  He doesn’t want us to 
tolerate them, but to confront them with their sin and to call them to repentance.   
 We have seen that the Lord forbids us to get too close to the world.  Secondly, let’s look 
briefly at what may happen to us if we do.   
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 Moses writes, “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and 
that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  And the Lord was sorry 
that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.  And the Lord said, ‘I will 
blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping 
things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them’” (vv. 5-7).  God saw that the 
godly line had been corrupted by their contact and intermarriage with the ungodly.  As a matter 
of fact, it was getting to the point where the covenant line was ready to vanish.  By this time, the 
only godly man who was left was Noah (v. 8; Cf. 7:1).  And so the Lord revealed to him His plan 
that He was about to destroy the whole earth:  all men and animals.  He had to purge the world of 
this corruption, or it wouldn’t have be able to continue.  His plan wouldn’t have come to 
completion.  The Messiah wouldn’t have been born.  The godly line wouldn’t have continued.  
But the Lord didn’t do this right away.  He always gives man a space of time to repent.  And so 
He declares in verse 3, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; 
nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years,” which means that He would wait 
another 120 years before He carried out His judgment.  During this time, His Spirit would be 
holding back the wickedness of man, giving Noah time to build the ark, as well as to preach 
repentance to the people.   
 I hope we all understand by now that we become like those we spend time with.  If you 
want to be wise, spend time with a wise man.  If you want to become knowledgeable, spend time 
with a man who is learned.  If you want to be godly, spend time with a godly person.  Now if this 
is true, what will happen if we associate with unbelievers?  We will become like unbelievers.  
Contact with the world corrupts.  Paul writes, “Do not be deceived:  Bad company corrupts good 
morals” (1 Cor. 15:33).  If we have close relationships with the world, we will more than likely 
become corrupted with the world, and if we become corrupted with the world, we will more than 
likely perish with it, unless the Lord brings us to repentance.  Consider what happened in the 
days of Noah.  The godly line associated with the ungodly line to the point of intermarriage.  The 
end result was that Noah was the only righteous man left.  This should stand as a warning to us 
that we can’t expect to play with the fire of ungodliness and not be burnt.  Now this doesn’t 
mean that every Christian who ever married an unbeliever has been lost.  The Lord has brought 
some to repentance.  Those He didn’t, never really knew Him to start with.  But we shouldn’t try 
to see if we can be one of the few who can do this and get away with it.  At best, we will end up 
miserable, perhaps even for life, at worst, we will find that we never really knew the Lord to start 
with.   
 But secondly, the fact that wickedness brings God’s judgment should also stir us up to 
pray more intensely for our country.  It’s true that our hallmark has been “From the many, one.”  
We are a diverse people.  But our diversity of faith and morals isn’t what has preserved us all 
these years or what has brought what we have seen of God’s blessing.  That has come from our 
Christian heritage and God’s common blessings.  Our diversity of religion and orientations have 
only weakened us and brought God’s judgments on us.  We need to pray for revival and 
repentance.  We need to pray that the Lord would turn us from our false gods and our 
compromises, to Him.  It’s the only way that this nation will ever truly be healed.   
 May the Lord graciously keep us from forming unequal yokes, and may He also 
graciously grant this nation that we may turn from our sins to Him.  Amen.   


