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 DID CHRIST DIE FOR THOSE ALREADY IN HELL? 
 
1. Introduction: 

1. This is a dream come true for me.  As a high school teacher, I don’t get many opportunities to 

speak for two hours to a group of interested persons without fear of interruption!!!   No, “Yeah, 

but.......’ - at least not until the Q and A session.  Actually, my goal is to be so thorough that there 

will be no questions (look at Will) 

2. This is the third lecture in a five part series on what is most commonly known as the Five Points 

of Calvinism, represented in the acronym, ‘TULIP’ . Before explaining any of them, I’d like to 

make a few general comments about all of them. 

1. These doctrines were not written in this form by Calvin himself.  They were formulated in 

the 17th century,  more than 50 years after his death by the Synod of Dordt (in Holland) as 

a response to five teachings held by the followers of Jacob Arminius (from where we get 

our terms, ‘Arminian and Arminianism).    

2. While Calvin believed these things to be true, He did not make them up nor was he the 

first to discover them in the Scriptures.   The church has taught them more or less from 

her beginning.  They are expressed in many creeds, confessions and catechisms. 

3. However, we do not accept these teachings to be true merely or even primarily,  b/c  they 

have been believed by the church nor b/c they are expressed in the H.C., Canons of Dordt, 

W.C.F., W.L.C., W.S.C. and many others nor EVEN b/c R.C.Sproul heartily endorses 

them!! 

4. We believe these doctrines to be true b/c we are convinced from SCRIPTURE that they 

are both true and important. What we are talking about is views of God, salvation and 

man and what it means that God is gracious, man is a sinner and Jesus saves from sins.   

What we must not do is have our views determined by our own EXPERIENCE or 

PREFERENCE. As the Mercedes Benz slogan puts it, ‘Perception is not always reality’.   

We believe that the BIBLE ALONE is our infallible authority and we must subject our 

experiences and preferences to it.  We are made in God’s image, but the temptation to 

make Him in our own image is always lurking nearby.   Isaiah 55:8,9 have been extremely 

helpful verses to me for many years and in many situations.   God tells us in these verses 

that His thoughts and ways are not our thoughts and ways.  They are, in fact, very 

different from our thoughts and ways.  We must trust HIM to tell us how things REALLY 

are.     A strong Biblical case has been made for the first two points in this series and I 

hope to do the same tonight. But don’t take my word for it.  Search the Scriptures, even 

as the Bereans did (Acts 17:11). 
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5. The ‘five points’ being discussed in this series are really better labeled the ‘DOCTRINES 

OF GRACE’ because they magnify the grace of God in salvation.   In his excellent book, 

The Plan of Salvation, B.B.Warfield wrote: “There are fundamentally only two doctrines 

of salvation: that salvation is from God, and that salvation is from ourselves.  The former 

is the doctrine of common Christianity; the latter is the doctrine of universal heathenism.”  

 It is our contention and conviction that what we are setting forth in this series is a 

salvation, that,  from first to last, is from a loving and gracious God and from that God 

alone, with NO HELP FROM US!!!    As M.Luther put it, the only contribution we make 

to our salvation is our sin.    God provides the rest.   J.I.Packer wrote, “there is really only 

ONE POINT to made in the area of salvation:  the point that GOD SAVES SINNERS.  

That is what we want to consistently express in this series so that GOD will receive ALL 

the praise, honor, thanksgiving and glory for HIS salvation. 

 

6. We sadly acknowledge that these teachings are not popular in the church today and in 

some places are viewed as dangerous and even soul-damning.   However, even though it is 

the American Way, we do not determine truth by taking a vote.  Let us, then, examine the 

Scriptures together to see what God has to say about these matters. 

3. Summary of first two points: 

1. The first point is called Total Depravity, a.k.a.,  total inability, radical depravity.  This is 

what we could call the ‘bad news of the good news’.  I tell my students that the reason we 

as teachers make them so miserable during the school year is so that will really enjoy their 

summer vacation!!!   Most are not thankful for the service.   In the same way, the bad 

news of our sinful condition serves to make the good news that much better.    

1. The Q here is: what is the condition of sinful man apart from Christ?  Or, what 

have been the affects of sin upon the human race? 

(1) Are people born into this world in the same condition that Adam was 

created?   View of Pelagius, a BRITISH monk. 

(2) Are people as a whole basically good, but with a few bad apples? 

(3) Are individual persons mostly good, but have occasional lapses? 

(4) Are people mostly bad, but still capable of doing some good? 

2. How does the BIBLE answer the question?    Two weeks ago we were hit with an 

avalanche of passages which said the following: 

(1) Human beings are spiritually DEAD 

(2) Every aspect of a person is affected by sin - heart, will, mind, body, etc. 

(3) Every person is in this condition 

 

(4) No one is ABLE to come to Christ.  Nor does anyone WANT to come to 

Christ. 

(5) For an unflattering, but Biblical  view of mankind, read Romans 3:9-18 and 
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8:1-8. 

2. The U in Tulip stands for Unconditional election, a.k.a., SOVEREIGN election. Here, the 

news is a lot better for sinners. 

1. Every Christian must believe in election, predestination.   Why??  But the Q. here 

is: upon what basis did God elect some to be saved? 

2. On the basis of Him seeing in advance who would believe?  NO. Why not?    On 

the basis of ANYTHING in man?  NO.  Why not?    The cemetary. 

3. If people are spiritually dead, then God’s election must be unconditional (not 

conditioned by anything in man).  As the expression goes, ‘dead men tell no tales’. 

 And spiritually dead men do not exercise faith. 

4. God’s election to salvation is based on His sovereign good pleasure to do with His 

creatures as he likes.  God elects for His own wise and good purposes and like all 

of His decisions, they bring glory to Himself. 

5. A very important passage in this connection is Romans 9: Who are you O man to 

talk back to God?   The POTTER 

6. It is important to note here that election does not save anyone.  It only guarantees 

that they will be saved.  That salvation still has to be earned or accomplished for 

them and then applied to them.   What God did to secure the salvation of the elect 

is the subject of tonight’s lecture.   Do I have any time left?   : ) 

2. We have now come to the ‘L’ in TULIP, which stands for Limited Atonement 

1. Introduction: 

1. This is the most controversial of them all. 

2. I have know several four point Calvinists.  Ernie Godshall, the picture, my neighbor 

3. With this doctrine, the news is getting fantastic for sinners. 

2. The questions we are answering tonight are: 

1. What is the NATURE of the atonement?  Or What did Christ actually accomplish through 

His suffering, especially His death on the cross? 

2. What is the EXTENT of the atonement?  In other words, for WHOM did Christ die?  Was 

it for every person who has lived, is living and will live - including those in hell?  This is 

called general atonement or universal atonement and is by FAR the most popular view 

today.    Or did He die for the elect only?  The doctrine of limited atonement maintains 

that Christ’s death was intended only for those who will eventually be saved, namely, the 

elect.    

 

 

 

3. What IS the NATURE of the atonement?    

1. Before we look at the EXTENT of the atonement, let’s first look at what Christ 

accomplished on the cross.  It is our belief that the death of Christ: was a REAL 

PROPITIATION,  REALLY did RECONCILE sinners to God,  REALLY did REDEEM, 
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was a SUBSTITUTIONARY SACRIFICE,   ACTUALLY took away sin and really did 

SAVE..  The death of Christ did not merely make these things POSSIBLE, but it actually 

ACCOMPLISHED those things.   These benefits of the death of Christ are related to one 

another, but we will look at some of them separately. 

1. First of all, the death of Christ was a PROPITIATION..   

(1) What is propitiation??? 

(1) The word ‘propitiate’ is found in the KJV, but not in the NIV.  The 

NIV uses the term ‘atonement’ instead.     

(2) The word means, ‘to pacify, to appease, to remove someone’s 

anger.   Well, between God and man, which of the two needs to be 

 pacified?? 

(3) Because of our sin, God is angry with us and He will pour out that 

wrath on all human beings unless something is done about it.  But 

what CAN be done about it?  How can God’s anger be appeased, 

removed from us so that we can be AT ONE with Him?    Is there 

anything that WE can do?   Sure - don’t be conceived in sin and live 

a sinless life, that’s all!!!  Obviously, it’s too late for that. There is 

nothing we can do. 

(4) The Bible teaches us that God Himself has provided a way.  He sent 

His Son, His only Son, to be a sacrifice which would propitiate, 

which would pacify, which would turn His wrath from us.    

(5) It is important to keep in mind that it is God’s LOVE that started 

this whole process.   It is not that He is only angry and the Son 

turns it into love.  Love and wrath are not mutually exclusive.  It is 

God’s love that motivates Him to send His Son that He might 

satisfy His attributes of wrath and justice. 

 

 

 

(6) Passages: This is a sampling, not an exhaustive listing. 

1) Romans 3: 22-25 -God presented Him as a sacrifice of 

atonement through faith in His blood. 

 

 

2) Hebrews 2:17 - For this reason He had to be made like His 

brothers in every way, in order that He might become a 

merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that 

he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 

3) I John 2:2 - He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not 

only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 
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4) I John 4:10 - This is love, not that we loved God, but that 

he loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 

sins. 

(7) It is clear from these passages that the death of Christ was an actual 

atonement, a real propitiation. IT and not our believing is what 

removed God’s wrath.  If so, it could not have been intended for 

everyone, because most people will bear the wrath of God 

themselves. 

2. The second benefit accomplished on the cross was RECONCILIATION: 

(1) Reconciliation means ‘to cause to be friendly again’ or ‘to bring back 

together’ ‘to render as no longer opposed’ 

(2) It presupposes that there is some hostility between God and man.  That 

hostility is the result of our sin.  According to Romans 5:10, we are 

ENEMIES of God. 

(3) How are we going to be reconciled to God?  Will it be on our initiative?  

Are we going to make the move back to God?   We have already seen that 

we are not interested in God and in fact, are running from Him - not 

because we don’t know who He is, but precisely because we DO know 

Who He is and what He is like. 

(4) What we need is to have the source of the friction removed.  In other 

words, we need to have our sin taken away.   How?  Again through the 

death of Christ. 

(5) Passages: 

(1) Romans 5:10 - For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were 

reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how much more, 

having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 

(2) II Cor. 5:18-21 - READ 

(3) Eph. 2:14-18 - READ 

(4) Col. 1:20-22 - skip 

 

 

3. The third benefit is REDEMPTION and the concept of RANSOM: 

(1) To redeem means to buy back or to return to one’s possession by payment 

of a price. 

(2) Because of sin (AGAIN), we were slaves to sin, slaves to the devil. 

(3) Christ paid the price, the ransom (His life), to set the captives free. 

(4) Passages: 

(1) Gal. 1:3,4 

(2) I Cor. 1:30 

(3) Gal. 3:13 
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(4) Titus 2:14 

(5) Heb. 9:12 

(6) Gal. 4:4,5   ***** But when the time had fully come, God sent His 

Son, born of a woman, born under law, to REDEEM those under 

the law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 

(7) I Pe. 1:18,19 

(8) Hebrews 9:15 ***** For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new 

covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised 

eternal inheritance --- now that He has died as a ransom to set them 

free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 

(5) If He paid the price for everyone, then wouldn’t everyone be set free??  If 

He paid the price for everyone and not everyone is saved, then their must 

have been something wrong with the purchase price - something we cannot 

accept. 

4. A fourth aspect of the atonement is the SUBSTITUTIONARY nature of the death 

of Christ. 

(1) The death of Christ should certainly remind readers of the O.T. sacrifices in 

which the sins of the people were placed on an animal and then that animal 

was either killed or sent out of the camp as a substitute for the sinner. 

(2) Something we don’t think of very much, but why did Jesus have to die?  

Remember that death is the wages of SIN.  It is what SIN deserves and yet 

Christ did not sin so He could not have died for His own sins.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

(3) A substitutionary atonement means that Jesus took upon himself the sins of 

others and was put to death because of those sins.  The sins of OTHERS  

were imputed to Christ, that is, they were placed in his account.  When I 

was a kid I was a HUGE baseball fan and a HUGE Cubs fan (ask me 

sometime to sing their 1969 team song!)   Trades are a part of that business 

and sometimes they work out terribly for one team and great for the other. 

 One of the best examples of all time is when the Cubs acquired veteran 

pitcher Ernie Broglio (the name alone should have been a clue!) from the 

Cardinals in exchange for a young, unproven outfielder named Lou Brock! 

   The point that I’m trying to make, feebly I’m sure is that God offers us a 

trade in Christ.   Christ gets our sin and punishment and we get forgiveness 

of sins, reconciliation, redemption, salvation, eternal life.  If you hear God’s 
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calling, don’t harden your hearts but come to Christ.   TODAY can be the 

day of salvation. 

(4) Remember that God HAS to punish sin.  He will either punish YOU for 

them or someone else for them.   

(5) If He punishes someone else for your sins, is He still going to punish YOU 

for them.   If God punishes His Son for a person’s sins, then it would be 

unjust for Him to also punish that person. 

(6) If Christ died as a substitute for all, then all would have their sins punished 

and all would be saved.  But all are not saved and so our conclusion is that 

Christ did not die as a substitute for all men. 

(7) What does the Bible teach? 

(1) II Cor. 5:21 - God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 

that in Him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

(2) I Peter 2:24 - He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so 

that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by His wounds 

you have been healed. 

5. Christ came to save  

(1) Not just to make salvation possible. 

(2) What does the Bible teach? 

(1) Matthew 1:21 ‘because HE WILL SAVE his people from their sins. 

(2) Luke 19:10 - For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what 

was lost. 

(3) I Timothy 1:15 - Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full 

acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners - of 

whom I am the worst. 

4. The EXTENT of the atonement.  If you accept that the death of Christ did actually earn the above 

benefits and that He died for every person without distinction, then every person would in fact be 

saved.  But not every one is saved and so those benefits could not have been intended for every 

person.   For whom WERE they intended? 

1. In Mt. 1:21, the angel tells Joseph: “She (Mary) will give birth to a Son, and you are to 

give Him the name Jesus, b/c He will save HIS PEOPLE from their sins. 

2. Acts 20:28: Paul says to the elders, “Be shepherds of THE CHURCH OF GOD which He 

BOUGHT with His own blood.” 

3. Eph.5:25: Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved THE CHURCH  and gave 

Himself up FOR HER. 

4. John 10:11 - Jesus says, “The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” He does 

not lay down his life for everybody’s sheep, just his own. 

5. John 10:15 - Jesus says again, “and I lay down my life for the sheep.” 

6. John 10:26-29 - Of his sheep Jesus says, “I know them and they follow me.  I give THEM 
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eternal life and THEY will never perish.” 

7. In Revelation 5:9, the elders around the throne sang: “You (the lamb) are worthy to take 

the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you 

purchased men for God FROM every tribe and language and people and nation.” 

8. Matthew 20:28 states that Christ gave His life as a ransom for MANY. 

9. In Matthew 26:28, Jesus tells his disciples His blood is poured out for MANY. 

10. In John 17, Jesus gives eternal life to, reveals the Father to, prays for and protects THOSE 

THAT THE FATHER GAVE TO HIM. 

11. NOTICE THAT IN ALL THESE PASSAGES THE EXTENT OF THE ATONEMENT 

IS TAUGHT, BUT ALSO THE NATURE OF THE ATONEMENT.  HIS SHEEP, HIS 

PEOPLE, HIS CHURCH, MANY, THE ONES THE FATHER GAVE HIM 

ACTUALLY RECEIVE SALVATION, ETERNAL LIFE, ARE SET FREE, WILL 

NEVER PERISH, ARE BOUGHT,  ETC.     THE BIBLE JUST DOES NOT SPEAK IN 

TERMS OF ‘POSSIBLY’ OR ‘POTENTIALLY’.   GOD’S PEOPLE ARE THE 

RECIPIENTS OF WHAT CHRIST HAS ACCOMPLISHED FOR THEM. 

3. CONCLUSION: 

1. Believe it or not, this has been but a brief sketch of the rich doctrine of the atonement. 

2. May God be pleased to use it to remind you of things you already believed, change your 

perspective or whet your appetite for further study. 

3. If you do not believe in limited atonement, then you must also reject: 

1. That Christ died to removed God’s wrath. 

2. That Christ died in place of His people. 

3. That Christ’s death reconciled people to the Father. 

4. That Christ redeemed people. 

5. That Christ came to save. 

6. That Christ satisfied the justice of God. 

4. If you do not believe in limited atonement, then you must also believe that man makes some 

contribution to his salvation. 

5. The Bottom Line: As we said at the beginning, GOD SAVES SINNERS.   God the Father elects, 

God the Son dies as a substitute for and the Spirit applies the work of Christ to those elect. 

4. SO WHAT???   Practical implications of this doctrine: 

1. Assurance: 

1. The two bridges. 

2. What good is it to know that Christ died for you if most of the people for whom Christ 

died end up in hell?    Get on the bridge that goes all the way across. 

2. Gratitude. 

3. Joy 

4. Humility - God gets all the credit 

5. Praise: #691, verse 3 

6. Comfort 
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7. Love 

5. Objections to this teaching: 

1. “You are limiting God” 

1. The word limited may not be the best choice.   We don’t like to think that God is limited 

in any way. A better title would be definite atonement or particular redemption. 

2. It is certainly not limiting God to say that He perfectly accomplished His plan. 

3. It is God Himself who limits the atonement - to the elect. 

4. We are not the only ones to limit the atonement: 

1. We limit the extent, but say that Christ actually accomplished salvation for them. 

 

2. The majority view limits the power or effectiveness of the atonement, saying that 

the death of Christ only makes salvation possible. 

2. “It’s not fair.  What God does for one He should do for all.” 

1. Reminder: God has the right to do with His creatures whatever he pleases.  Can’t He love 

anybody he chooses to?   Can’t He save any number that He wants to? 

2. Why is it not fair?    Is God obligated to save ANYONE?   Of course not.  What if God 

had sent EVERY sinner to hell.   Would THAT have been unjust? 

3. What would not have been fair is God killing His Son for a person’s sins and then killing 

that same person for those same sins. 

 

 

 

4. No matter how you look at it we have a problem b/c there are people in hell and God 

could have prevented it.  Either He knows what He is doing and never intended to save 

everybody or He is a God with good intentions to save all, but cannot do so for some 

reason.   The idea of an absolutely sovereign God does certainly raise some questions for 

us, but the alternative is far, far, worse. 

3. “But the Bible says that Christ died for the sins of the whole world, doesn’t it?  For example John 

1:29 where John the Baptist says, ‘Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.’ 

  And John 3:16, the most famous verse of all time says that ‘God so loved the world’.” 

1. Scripture can never contradict Scripture. 

2. The first verse proves too much because it says that Jesus actually takes their sin away, 

but his is clearly not the case. 

3. It is usually assumed in this argument that the word ‘world’ always and only means the 

same thing in every usage,  namely ‘every single person in the world.   But the word 

‘world’ has many different meanings.  In fact, it has three meanings in John 1:10:   Always 

the context must be consulted. 

4. The word ‘world’ in most cases simply means that Christ did not die just for the Jews, but 

for people from every tribe, language, nation, etc., in other words, the world. 

4. “How about Romans 5:18?   Or I Timothy 2:5?   These verses say that Christ’s act of 
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righteousness brought life for all men and that He gave His life as a ransom for all.” 

1. Again, they prove too much 

1. Are all men ‘brought life’? 

2. If Christ gave His life as ransom for everybody, then wouldn’t everybody be 

saved? 

2. Consult the context. 

3. ‘All’ refers to: 

1. In Romans to all those who are ‘in Christ’ Compare with I Cor.15:22 where Paul 

writes: For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.’  It just isn’t true 

that every person will be made alive. 

2. In I Tim. 2, to all KINDS of men.   Christ did not die for just the Jews, or just the 

rich or just men, but for ALL KINDS of people. 

4. The purpose of the Father and of the Son are ONE.   The son is not more generous and 

loving than the Father is He?   He does not die for more than the Father elects. 

5. It could be asked, “If Christ died for the sins of everybody then why are they in hell?”  The 

typical answer is, “Because they did not believe” .  To which should be answered, “ But 

isn’t unbelief a sin that Christ would have died for?” 

6. I know people who object to singing the song, ‘Jesus loves the little children’, but we 

don’t need to.   This song explains the ‘all’ very nicely: all KINDS of people. 
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