
“Desiring God’s Presence” 
(Psalm 51:11) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw we are not to seek only for things, but God in prayer.   
a.  The Lord’s Prayer taught us to seek for God’s glory.   
b.  But even that must be put in it’s right perspective:   

(i)  Why do we seek it?   
(ii)  Because it’s right, because it’s commanded, because others do?   
(iii)  Or because we really desire it?   
(iv)  We want Him to be glorified because we love Him.   
(v)  That’s the reason David gave for seeking His presence:  he loved Him, enough to 

make him hunger and thirst after Him.   
 
2.  This is the mark of the Spirit’s work in our hearts:   

a.  A desire for God.   
b.  Born out of a spiritual sight of His beauty.   
c.  This is the work the Spirit uses to bring us to Christ in the first place:   

(i)  He opens our eyes to His loveliness.   
(ii)  We are irresistibly drawn to Him.   
(iii)  And we close with Him, trust Him, rest in Him.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  It was this work of the Spirit David did not want to lose.   
a.  It is precious, life-giving, and gives meaning to life.   
b.  Was David in danger of losing it altogether?   

(i)  Every sin deserves the abandonment of the Holy Spirit.   
(ii)  But God’s purpose to save us will never be thwarted.   
(iii)  The believer cannot lose Him entirely.   
(iv)  As Calvin writes, “The words of this verse imply that the Spirit had not 

altogether been taken away from him, however much his gifts had been 
temporarily obscured ...  Upon one point he had fallen into a deadly lethargy, but 
he was not ‘given over to a reprobate mind;’ and it is scarcely conceivable that the 
rebuke of Nathan the prophet should have operated so easily and suddenly in 
arousing him had there been no latent spark of godliness still remaining ...  The 
truth on which we are now insisting is an important one, as many learned men 
have been inconsiderately drawn into the opinion that the elect, by falling into 
mortal sin, may lose the Spirit altogether, and be alienated from God.  The 
contrary is clearly declared by Peter, who tells us that the word by which we are 
born again is an incorruptible seed (1 Peter 1:23); and John is equally explicit in 
informing us that the elect are preserved from falling away altogether (1 John 
3:9).  However much they may appear for a time to have been cast off by God, it 
is afterwards seen that grace must have been alive in their breasts even during that 
interval when it seemed to be extinct.  Nor is there any force in the objection that 
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David speaks as if he feared that he might be deprived of the Spirit.  It is natural 
that the saints, when they have fallen into sin, and have thus done what they could 
to expel the grace of God, should feel an anxiety upon this point; but it is their 
duty to hold fast the truth, that grace is the incorruptible seed of God, which never 
can perish in any heart where it has been deposited.  This is the spirit displayed by 
David.  Reflecting upon his offence, he is agitated with fears, and yet rests in the 
persuasion that, being a child of God, he would not be deprived of what, indeed, 
he had justly forfeited.”   

 
c.  David could not lose God’s Spirit entirely, but he grieved that he lost some or most 

of his presence through his sin.   
(i)  Sin quenches and grieves the Holy Spirit.   
(ii)  It stifles His work in us.   
(iii)  Perhaps if we consider this, it will help us to avoid sin.   

 
2.  This evening, I’d like us to consider two things:   

a.  The Christian desires God’s presence/communion with God more than anything else.   
b.  If this is true, it follows that he hates anything that threatens that communion.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the Christian desires God’s presence/communion with God more than anything else.   
1.  David’s prayer implies this:   

a.  “Do not cast me away from Your presence and do not take Your Holy Spirit from 
me” (v. 11).   
(i)  God’s favorable presence, not absolute.   
(ii)  Favorable presence is by the Holy Spirit.   
(iii)  These may amount to the same thing.   
(iv)  Point is:  he does not want to lose it.   

 
b.  Other statements:   

(i)  “How blessed is the one whom You choose and bring near to You to dwell in 
Your courts.  We will be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, Your holy 
temple” (Psalm 65:4).   

(ii)  “One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek:  That I may dwell in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord and to 
meditate in His temple” (Psalm 27:4).   

 
2.  Other writers express the same thing:   

a.  Sons of Korah, “For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand outside.  I would 
rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God than dwell in the tents of 
wickedness” (Psalm 84:10).   

b.  Moses, “Then he said to Him, ‘If Your presence does not go with us, do not lead us 
up from here” (Exodus 33:15).   

c.  Especially Asaph, “Whom have I in heaven but You?  And besides You, I desire 
nothing on earth.  My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my 
heart and my portion forever.  For, behold, those who are far from You will perish; 
You have destroyed all those who are unfaithful to You.  But as for me, the nearness 



3 

of God is my good; I have made the Lord God my refuge, that I may tell of all Your 
works” (Psalm 73:25-28).   

d.  Isn’t this what it means to fulfill the greatest commandment, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 
and with all your strength” (Mark 12:30)?   

 
3.  The example of Jesus:   

a.  He lived in perfect communion with the Father.   
b.  To lose that communion was hell, “About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud 

voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’  That is, ‘My God, My God, why have 
You forsaken me’” (Matt. 27:46).   

c.  Eternal life is to know God in vital communion (John 17:3).   
d.  To lose that for the Christian is to lose everything.   
e.  That’s why Luther said he would rather be in hell with God’s presence than to be in 

heaven without it (Burroughs, Day by Day, 208).   
 

4.  Is God’s presence what you desire?  Consider these diagnostic questions by Edwards:   
a.  “What is it which chiefly makes you desire to go to heaven when you die? Indeed 

some have no great desire to go to heaven. They do not care to go to hell; but if they 
could be safe from that, they would not much concern themselves about heaven. If it 
be not so with you, but you find that you have a desire after heaven, then inquire 
what it is for. Is the main reason, that you may be with God, have communion with 
him, and be conformed to him? That you may see God, and enjoy him there? Is this 
the consideration which keeps your hearts, and your desires, and your expectations 
towards heaven?”   

b.  “If you could avoid death, and might have your free choice, would you choose to 
live always in this world, without God, rather than in his time to leave the world, in 
order to be with him? If you might live here in earthly prosperity to all eternity, but 
destitute of the presence of God and communion with him — having no spiritual 
intercourse between him and your souls, God and you being strangers to each other 
for ever — would you choose this rather than to leave the world, in order to dwell in 
heaven, as the children of God, there to enjoy the glorious privileges of children, in 
holy and perfect love to God, and enjoyment of him to all eternity?”   

c.  “Do you prefer Christ to all others as the way to heaven? He who truly chooses God, 
prefers him in each person of the Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: the Father, as 
his Father; the Son as his Savior; the Holy Ghost, as his Sanctifier. Inquire, therefore, 
not only whether you choose the enjoyment of God in heaven as your highest portion 
and happiness, but also whether you choose Jesus Christ before all others, as your 
way to heaven. And that in a sense of the excellency of Christ, and of the way of 
salvation by him, as being that which is to the glory of Christ, and of sovereign 
grace. Is the way of free grace, by the blood and righteousness of the blessed and 
glorious Redeemer, the most excellent way to life in your esteem? Doth it add a 
value to the heavenly inheritance, that it is conferred in this way? Is this far better to 
you than to be saved by your own righteousness, by any of your own performances, 
or by any other mediator?”   

d.  “If you might go to heaven in what course you please, would you prefer to all others 
the way of a strict walk with God? They who prefer God as hath been represented, 
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choose him, not only in the end, but in the way. They had rather be with God than 
with any other, not only when they come to the end of their journey, but also while 
they are in their pilgrimage. They choose the way of walking with God, though it be 
a way of labor, and care, and self-denial, rather than a way of sin, though it be a way 
of sloth, and of gratifying their lusts.”   

e.  “Were you to spend your eternity in this world, would you choose rather to live in 
mean and low circumstances with the gracious presence of God, than to live for ever 
in earthly prosperity without him? Would you rather spend it in holy living, and 
serving and walking with God, and in the enjoyment of the privileges of his 
children? God often manifesting himself to you as your Father, discovering to you 
his glory, and manifesting his love, lifting the light of his countenance upon you! 
Would you rather choose these things, though in poverty, than to abound in worldly 
things, and to live in ease and prosperity, at the same time being an alien from the 
common wealth of Israel? Could you be content to stand in no child-like relation to 
God, enjoying no gracious intercourse with him, having no right to be acknowledged 
by him as his children? Or would such a life as this, though in ever so great earthly 
prosperity, be esteemed by you a miserable life?” (God the Best Portion of the 
Christian).   

f.  These are searching, but necessary questions.   
(i)  What do we desire?   
(ii)  Do we desire God?  Above all things?  For Himself alone?   
(iii)  Do we desire Him, but not this much?  And if only so much, why not more?   
(iv)  We turn to this next.   

 
B.  Second, the Christian, besides desiring God, also hates anything that threatens that 

communion.   
1.  We see this in David:   

a.  “Do not cast me away from Your presence and do not take Your Holy Spirit from 
me” (Ps. 51:11).   

b.  What was threatening his communion?  It was David’s sin with Bathsheba.   
c.  Though he might have accepted the cost to his fellowship with God going in, he now 

regretted the price he had to pay.   
d.  Listen to William Cowper, “David lamented before that sin had slain him, and made 

him like a dead man, wanting a heart or quickening spirit; and now he fears lest, as 
the dead are abhorred by the living, so the Lord should cast him as a dead and 
abominable thing out of his presence.  From which we learn this is one of the just 
punishments of sin; it procures the casting out of a man from the face of God; and it 
may let us see how dear bought are the pleasures of sin when a man to enjoy the face 
of the creature deprives himself of the comfortable face of the Creator; as David 
here, for the carnal love of the face of Bathsheba, puts himself in danger to be cast 
out forever from the presence of the Lord his God.  If a man could remember this in 
all Satan's temptations, what it is that the deceiver offers, and what it is again that he 
seeks, he would be loath to buy the perishing pleasures of sin upon such a price as 
Satan sells them, but would answer him as the apostle did Simon Magus, ‘Your 
money, with yourself, go into perdition;’ your gain, your glory, your pleasure, and 
whatever you would give me to offend the Lord my God, go with yourself into 
perdition, for what can you offer me comparable to that which you would steal from 
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me?  . . . to them who once have felt the sweetness of his favorable face it is death to 
live without it” (William Cowper).   

 
2.  As Christians, we know communion with God is life.  But do we realize how our sin 

affects that communion?   
a.  David’s sin brought him into the danger of losing it.   
b.  Sin resists the Spirit (Acts 7:51).   
c.  Sin grieves the Spirit (Eph. 4:30-31).   
d.  Every time we consciously decide to disobey God, to step off His path of 

righteousness, to sin, we offend the Holy Spirit and lose something of our 
communion with God.   

e.  This is why the Christian hates his sin.   
 
C.  But of course, if this is true, then why do we so often choose to lose God’s presence and 

sin, rather than obey?   
1.  Because of the struggle/warfare within.   

a.  The Spirit against the flesh, flesh against the Spirit.   
b.  So that we can’t do what we really want (Gal. 5:17).   
c.  We too often choose to sin.   

 
2.  But remembering the cost might, by the Lord’s blessing, encourage us not to be willing 

to pay it.   
a.  Remember Cowper, “If a man could remember this in all Satan's temptations, what it 

is that the deceiver offers, and what it is again that he seeks, he would be loath to buy 
the perishing pleasures of sin upon such a price as Satan sells them, but would 
answer him as the apostle did Simon Magus, ‘Your money, with yourself, go into 
perdition;’ your gain, your glory, your pleasure, and whatever you would give me to 
offend the Lord my God, go with yourself into perdition, for what can you offer me 
comparable to that which you would steal from me?”   

b.  We have a choice – we must choose well.   
c.  We must choose against our sin and to maintain our fellowship with God.   
d.  When we deny our sin, our communion is preserved or grows stronger; but when we 

give into sin, it grows weaker.   
e.  Every time we choose to go down the path of sin, we consciously choose to leave 

communion with God.   
f.  But we need to remember the cost – the loss of the Spirit’s presence.   
 

3.  Instead, we must draw near to God; seek Him; love Him; be filled with the Spirit.   
a.  This is our greatest weapon against temptation.   
b.  When our hearts are filled with the love of God, they will be less likely to be drawn 

away by the lure of sin.   
c.  And so we must seek the Lord.  He promises we will find Him, if we seek with all 

our heart and all our soul (Deu. 4:29; Jer. 29:12-14).   
d.  May He give us the grace to do so.  Amen.   


