
 

“Deliver Us from Evil” 
(Matthew 6:13) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction:   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  After teaching us to pray for God’s kingdom, Jesus turned towards our needs.   
a.  He told us to pray for our daily bread.   

(i)  More than just food, clothing and shelter.   
(ii)  Also the spiritual Bread that comes from heaven.   
 

b.  He told us to pray for the forgiveness of our sins.   
(i)  We will not reach perfection in this life.   
(ii)  So we will need to confess our sins.   
(iii)  But we must be willing to forgive at the same time.   

(a)  Not just imagined sins, but real.   
(b)  Even if forgiveness not asked, we must still desire reconciliation.   
 

(iv)  If we don’t forgive, God won’t forgive us.   
(a)  Our unwillingness shows we’re not forgiven.   
(b)  Those who are forgiven will forgive (Matt. 18).   
(c)  This is one of the ways we know we’re Christians.   
 

2.  Tonight, we’ll look at the last thing Jesus tells us to pray for ourselves.   
a.  It has to do with the spiritual warfare we’re engaged in.   
b.  The last section is about arguments to enforce our requests.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  One thing we often forget is that we are at war.   

a.  The kingdom of darkness is not book fiction, it’s real.   
b.  The devil is real; his angels are real.   
c.  The evil system he controls is real.   
d.  Our sin/corruption is real.   
e.  Heaven and hell are real places.   
f.  Souls are in both places right now.   
g.  And there are those yet to go to one or the other.   
h.  We need to take this war seriously.   
i.  Our Lord does.   
j.  If we don’t, one day, we’ll wish we would have.   
 

2.  This is what tonight’s petition is all about:  spiritual warfare.   
a.  Jesus told us to pray for our physical and spiritual needs.   
b.  He told us to pray for forgiveness and the ability to forgive.   
c.  Now, He tells us to pray for strength in the warfare we’re in.   
d.  We are to pray that God would not bring us into a time of testing.   
e.  But that He would deliver us from the snares of the evil one.   
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II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, we are to pray that God would not bring us into a time of testing:  “Lead us not into 

temptation.”   
1.  Notice, Jesus points to God’s sovereignty:  Even temptation and sin are ordained by Him, the 

power of the enemy.   
a.  God “works all things after the counsel of His will” (Eph. 1:11).   
b.  This includes everything.   
c.  If it didn’t, ultimately, He would be in control of nothing.   
d.  That thing He didn’t control could feasibly thwart His plans.   
e.  God’s control must be absolute, or His is not sovereign.   

 
2.  But if He controls all things, He controls evil as well:  both natural and moral.   

a.  Natural evil is the result of the Fall on the Creation.   
(i)  His curse on the man also affected the earth; all of Creation.   
(ii)  That’s why we have hurricanes and earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis.   
(iii)  Biologically, that’s why we have sickness, disease, food poisoning.   
(iv)  That’s why our bodies break down, grow old, become crippled.   
 

b.  God controls natural evil.   
(i)  That’s why there may be a plague in one part of the world and another not, or a 

hurricane, earthquake, tsunamis, or famine (2 Kings 8:1; James 5:17).   
(ii)  He gives and withholds natural abilities:  When Moses complained that he could not 

speak well enough to be God’s spokesman, the Lord replied, “Who has made man's 
mouth?  Or who makes him dumb or deaf, or seeing or blind?  Is it not I, the Lord” (Ex. 
4:11)?   

(iv)  The Potter may mold His clay however He likes.   
 

c.  Moral evil is sin, corruption, hatred of God; some say the absence of good.   
(i)  It’s what makes the devil and his demons as they are.   
(ii)  It’s what makes men as wicked as they are.   
(iii)  It makes us as weak as we are in our desire for holiness.   
(iv)  After conversion, we still have more sin than grace.   
(v)  This is why we still so are so easily tempted to sin.   
(vi)  Jesus told His disciples when they couldn’t wait with Him in prayer for even an hour, 

““Keep watching and praying, that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is 
willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matt. 26:41).   

(vii)  They had grace, but they were weakened by sin.   
(viii)  The same is true of us.   

(a)  We are weakened by sin.   
(b)  It not only blinds to temptation, it makes us rush headlong into them.   
(c)  It not only takes the mercy of the Lord for granted, it turns that mercy into an excuse 

to commit more sin.   
(d)  We are infected by moral evil, and this evil makes us vulnerable to sin.   

 
d.  But God is in control of this as well.   

(i)  This is difficult for many Christians to accept; but it’s true.   
(ii)  Remember, He must be in control of all things.   
(iii)  He restrains sin, gives over to sin, restrains the enemy, or allows him more latitude.   
(iv)  God is in control of this warfare.   
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(v)  As we saw this morning, He uses it to glorify Himself and perfect us.   
 

e.  We must be careful:  God ordains and controls sin, but He didn’t create it.   
(i)  Sin came from the creature.   
(ii)  It is rebellion against God.   
(iii)  It is most likely not a thing, but the absence of good, of God’s Spirit.   
(iv)  God doesn’t approve of it – He hates it:  “Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, and 

You canst not look on wickedness with favor” (Hab. 1:13).   
(v)  God doesn’t make anyone sin:  His sovereignty doesn’t take away our freedom.   
(vi)  He uses our sin to bring Himself glory.  He uses it for good.   

(a)  Not good for everyone.   
(b)  Good for Himself:  He uses it to reveal more of His glory – His justice, mercy, grace.   
(c)  Good for us:  He works even our sins to our good.   
(d)  We will be more thankful for His grace.   
(e)  We will be more blessed in heaven with Christ as our husband.   
 

3.  But the point is, if God is in control of evil, we must come to Him to escape temptation.  Jesus 
teaches us to pray, “Do not lead us into temptation.”   
a.   Does God do this?   

(i)  He is sovereign in all things.  His plan is comprehensive.   
(ii)  If we come into temptation, it must be because it is God’s will.   
(iii)  Jesus wouldn’t be teaching us to pray that the Father would not lead us into temptation, 

if He, in fact, didn’t do this.   
 

b.  Why would God do this?   
(i)  Remember, to be tempted means to be tested by God.   
(ii)  He allows this to show us certain things about ourselves.   

(a)  How weak we are.   
(b)  How prideful we are:  Paul writes, “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed 

lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12).   
(c)  Those who fear sin the least are most likely to fall.   
(d)  Jesus told His disciples to watch and pray that they not enter into temptation (Matt. 

26:41).   
 

(iii)  To teach us not to trust ourselves – our strength and wisdom, but His.   
(iv)  If we could learn without trials and testing, if we could be humble and have a contrite 

spirit at all times, if we were so aware of our sins and weakness so as to put our trust 
entirely in the Lord, we may not need to be tested as much.   

(v)  This is literally what Jesus is teaching us to ask:  That the Father might never begin to 
lead us into temptation (me + subjunctive).   
(a)  To keep ourselves from the things that tempt us.   
(b)  To restrain our corruption.   
(c)  To keep the devil’s influence away from us.   
(d)  To build us up in faith through the means of grace.   
(e)  God controls these things:  we must humbly ask Him to keep us from temptation.   
 

B.  The second part is a prayer that if we do fall into temptation, the Lord would deliver us:  “But 
deliver us from evil.”   
1.  We live in a world of evil.   
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a.  The danger of falling is always there.   
b.  This is a prayer the Lord would rescue us from all evil, especially the devil.   

 
2.  But how much more when we are in the middle of temptation?   

a.  Consider:   
(i)  We haven’t been faithful to use the means of grace.   
(ii)  Our corruption has grown strong.   
(iii)  The devil tempts us in our area of greatest weakness.   
(iv)  We are candidates for a fall.   

 
b.  If we don’t earnestly seek God at that moment, we will very likely fall.   

(i)  The problem:  we have little strength to resist.   
(ii)  We know it’s wrong, but our hearts tell us otherwise.   
(iii)  Sometimes we can’t even see it’s wrong anymore.   
(iv)  Maybe we even think it’s good.   
(v)  This is when we are under the power of that temptation.   
(vi)  A very dangerous position to be in.   
 

c.  If God has left us some sight of the truth, some pricking of conscience, we must act.   
(i)  Seek Him with all the strength we have to overcome our weakness and give us strength.   
(ii)  This is one of the most difficult things we will ever have to do as Christians:  to break 

the hold our corruption has on a temptation.   
(iii)  But it is possible.   
(iv)  Realizing how serious sin is, we must do all we can to stop it.   

 
d.  But how much better not to allow ourselves to get into this position?   

(i)  It is better never to enter into temptation.   
(ii)  Than to have to fight our way out of it.   

 
3.  But we will not always be successful in our warfare:  We will fall into sin.   

a.  When this happens, once we come back to our senses, we must repent of all that we have 
done.   
(i)  We must pray for recovery from the snare of the evil one.   
(ii)  We must earnestly pray that the Lord would give us the strength to escape falling into 

that sin again.   
(iii)  We need also to pray that we would grow in our understanding of how we fell into that 

sin in the first place, so that we would not fall into it again.   
(iv)  And we need to pray that the Lord would further sanctify us through this sin, and that 

He would eventually give us full and perfect victory over it and all of our sins through 
Jesus Christ.   

(v)  Ultimately, this won’t happen until we are in glory.  But the Lord would still have us to 
pray for it now and seek for it now while we are on the earth.   

 
b.  May the Lord give us the wisdom we need to learn from this petition.   

(i)  God is powerful, but we are weak.   
(ii)  He is holy, but we are yet full of the corruption of sin.   
(iii)  We cannot overcome our sin without His help.  We need His grace.   
(iv)  May the Lord help us then to pray this prayer and really to mean it from our hearts, and 

may He grant that we would be delivered from all evil.   


