
“Dead to Sin” 

(Romans 6:11) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  This morning,  

1.  We’re going to take a short break from Mark  

a.  In order to break ground on a new series  

b.  On mortification and vivification:   

(i)  On the fact in Christ, we have died to sin,  

(ii)  That we have been raised with Him to righteousness,  

(iii)  And how that should affect the way we live.   

 

2.  We’ll be dealing with this in the evening services.   

a.  Since our next text in Mark  

b.  Is the passage we’ll be using for our Evangelistic service,  

c.  We’re going to begin this series this morning.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Let’s take a few moments to open our subject from this passage:   

a.  Here, Paul is answering the question,  

(i)  Should we continue to sin  

(ii)  So that the Lord’s mercy might become more visible,  

(iii)  And His grace might be magnified?   

 

b.  His answer is no!   

(i)  Even more strongly:   

(ii)  May this never happen!   

 

c.  Why does he say this?   

(i)  The answer is especially important  

(ii)  To those who believe  

(a)  God doesn’t require obedience from His children,  

(b)  Or who fail to understand the degree  

(c)  To which He wants us to obey.   

 

d.  If you belong to Jesus –  

(i)  You must not continue in sin.   

(ii)  You cannot continue in sin.   

 

e.  Why?  Paul says, because you have died to sin.   

(i)  If you have been baptized into Jesus Christ,  

(a)  You have been baptized into His death.   

(b)  You died with Him.   

(c)  Paul isn’t talking here about water baptism –  
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(1)  Water baptism can’t put you in Jesus,  

(2)  It can only symbolize what does.   

 

(d)  He’s speaking about Spirit baptism –  

(1)  The baptism that actually places you in Christ.   

(2)  At the moment that baptism takes place,  

(3)  At the moment you believe –  

(4)  And you are united to Christ –  

(5)  At that moment, you die.   

(6)  Because of your union with Jesus Christ.   

 

(e)  We often think about the fact  

(1)  That Jesus is the Guarantee of the Covenant of Grace,  

(2)  The One who insures that its conditions will be met for you.   

(3)  When He lived a perfect life,  

  He did it for you.   

 

(4)  When He died on the cross  

  He did it for you.   

 

(5)  When He was buried,  

(A)  Raised from the dead,  

(B)  Ascended into heaven,  

(C)  When He sat at the right hand of God,  

(D)  He did it for you.   

 

(6)  He intercedes for you now in that place of honor.   

(7)  He did all these things that you might live.   

 

(f)  But we don’t often think about  

(1)  The fact that Jesus not only did these things for you  

(2)  You actually went through them with Him  

(3)  Because you are united to Him.   

(4)  In much the same way as you ate of the forbidden tree in Adam,  

(5)  Because of your union with him,  

(6)  So you obeyed, died, were buried, raised, ascended  

(7)  And are at the right hand of God in Christ.   

(8)  As Paul writes in Ephesians 2: 5-6, “Even when we were dead in 

our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 

have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with 

Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”   

 

(g)  If you are trusting Jesus as your Savior  

(1)  And submitting to Him as your Lord,  

(2)  Then you are seated with Him now in heaven,  

(3)  Because of your union with Him.   
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(ii)  Paul’s point is this:   

(a)  When Jesus was crucified on the cross  

  You were crucified with Him.   

 

(b)  What you were before faith –  

(1)  Your old self – your flesh –  

(2)  Was done away with.   

(3)  You were put to death  

(4)  So that you might be as free from sin  

(5)  As someone who had actually died.   

(6)  Paul writes, “For he who has died is freed from sin” (v. 7).   

(7)  Can a corpse sin?  No.   

(8)  Neither can you, if you have died with Christ.   

 

(c)  Now does this mean you can’t sin if you’re a Christian?   

(1)  No.  If it did, then none of us here could be Christians  

(2)  Because we all sin.   

(3)  And we will until we die.   

 

(d)  Paul is speaking about what is true of you in Christ.   

(1)  In Christ, your sin has been put to death.   

(2)  You are a new creation in Him,  

(3)  One that is dead to sin.   

(4)  However, in your experience, you still sin.   

(5)  John says we must admit this is true,  

(6)  Because, “If we say we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves 

and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8).   

 

(e)  Does that mean that our death with Christ to sin  

(1)  Should make no difference in the way we live?   

(2)  Is it a truth that we just accept  

(A)  While continuing to live the kind of life  

(B)  We lived before we came to Christ?   

 

(3)  Or should this death work itself out  

(A)  In some way, in our experience?   

(B)  In the way we live now?   

 

(f)  It must make a great difference.   

(1)  It must free you from sin,  

(A)  So that you are no longer its slave.   

(B)  Paul writes, “Knowing this, that our old self was crucified with 

Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so 

that we would no longer be slaves to sin” (v. 6).   
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(2)  You must now be the slave of righteousness.   

 

2.  The Lord calls you to two things:   

a.  To put off the old man –  

(i)  To put off sin  

(ii)  That can no longer force you to do its will –  

 

b.  And to put on the new man –  

That is being renewed in the image of Christ.   

 

c.  This evening,  

(i)  We’ll look at what it means  

(ii)  To be alive to righteousness in Jesus Christ.   

 

d.  This morning, let’s consider two things:   

(i)  What it means to be dead to sin.   

(ii)  What this should look like in our lives.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  What does it mean to be dead to sin?   

1.  It means that the Lord has set us free from its power  

a.  So that it no longer dominates  

b.  Our hearts, our thoughts or our actions.   

c.  The desire to sin will still be there –  

(i)  As we’ve already seen 

(ii)  If we say we have no sin,  

(iii)  The truth is not in us,  

(iv)  And we make God a liar (1 John 1:10).   

(v)  You would never sin.   

(vi)  You wouldn’t have the struggle Paul tells us  

(vii)  Is the experience of every believer.   

(viii)  “For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 

flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the 

things that you please” (Gal 5:17).   

 

c.  Being free from sin means  

(i)  It can’t master you.   

(ii)  It can’t control you.   

(iii)  You don’t have to live in it.   

(iv)  You can fight it.   

(v)  You can even defeat it,  

(vi)  By the power of the Holy Spirit  

(vii)  Who lives in you.   

(viii)  You can’t live in sin!   

 

2.  Let’s not forget what Paul means by sin.   
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a.  He means everything against God’s will.   

(i)  Everything that offends Him.   

(ii)  Everything that is wrong.   

 

b.  He means the desires of your flesh –  

(i)  Those things you want to do that are against what God wants  

(ii)  That are just the opposite of what He says,  

(iii)  The things you want to do  

(a)  To serve just yourself,   

(b)  Or to bring recognition  

(c)  Or honor to yourself  

 

(iv)  At the expense of what’s really good for you  

(v)  And of what’s good for others.   

 

c.  If you are in Christ Jesus  

(i)  You died with Him.   

(ii)  You are dead to sin.   

(iii)  You are no longer bound by sin.   

(iv)  You are free from its controlling power.   

(v)  You no longer have to obey it.   

 

B.  Now what should this look like in your life?   

1.  For one thing,  

a.  Your inclination towards sin and the world  

b.  Won’t be as strong as it was.   

(i)  You’ll still have some desire 

(a)  If you didn’t you would never sin.  

(b)  But as we’ve already seen  

(c)  That won’t be the case until glory.   

 

(ii)  But it won’t be completely towards sin.   

(a)  The grace that’s in your heart won’t let that happen  

(b)  Because it has broken the hold sin had on you.   

 

c.  This means, you’ll have a choice  

(i)  Of whether to commit that sin or not.   

(ii)  If your old self wasn’t crucified,  

(a)  Your choice would be between  

(b)  What particular kind or degree of sin  

(c)  You wanted to commit.   

 

(iii)  But now that its power is broken,  

(a)  You have a choice.   

(b)  And your choice will be against sin.  

(c)  When sinful desires come into your heart  
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  You will fight against them.   

 

(d)  When sinful thoughts come into your mind  

  You will resist them.   

 

(e)  Your fight against it won’t be perfect,  

(1)  Because of the struggle between the old and new nature.   

(2)  Sometimes you’ll choose against what you know is best.   

(3)  But as a habit you will choose against sin.   

(4)  You will not practice it.   

(5)  John writes, “You know that He appeared in order to take away 

sins; and in Him there is no sin.  No one who abides in Him sins; no 

one who sins has seen Him or knows Him.  Little children, make 

sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is 

righteous, just as He is righteous; the one who practices sin is of the 

devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning.  The Son of God 

appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 

3:5-8).   

 

2.  So this morning, consider  

a.  What you do when faced with the choice  

(i)  Either to sin or not to sin,  

(ii)  To do what’s right or wrong  

(iii)  What do you do?   

 

b.  If you don’t want to sin  

(i)  Because you want to do what’s right,  

(ii)  Because you love what’s right,  

(iii)  Then the power of sin has been broken in your heart  

(iv)  You really have been crucified with Christ  

(v)  You really have believed in Him.   

(vi)  You really are a child of God.   

 

c.  But if you find that you  

(i)  Only want to sin  

(ii)  Because you really don’t love what’s right,  

(iii)  Then you haven’t died to sin.   

(1)  You need to trust in Jesus,  

(2)  Because He is the only way  

(3)  You can die to sin  

(4)  And put your sins to death.   

 

(iv)  If you haven’t trusted Him,  

(1)  Then do so now,  

(2)  And He will free you.   
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(v)  Paul says you must die to sin  

(1)  If you are to be with the Lord forever in heaven.   

(2)  “For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, 

certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection” (v. 5).   

 

d.  This evening, we’ll consider 

(i)  That if you have died with Christ to sin,  

(ii)  You have also been raised with Him  

(iii)  Now to do what’s right.  Amen.   
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