
“Crucified and Risen with Christ” 
(Galatians 5:24-26) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation:  Paul has now outlined for us some of the works of the flesh and the fruits 

of the Spirit.   
1.  As we’ve seen each, this makes it easier to identify them and their tendencies.   

a.  The works of the flesh are those things that cause love to grow weaker, and 
hatred and division to flourish.   

b.  The fruit of the Spirit is that which quenches strife and hatred, and causes unity 
to flourish.   

 
2.  If we can keep these things before our eyes – how hateful and destructive the works 

of the flesh are and how holy and good the fruits of the Spirit are – it will help us 
not to be deceived by our sin.   
a.  So often we justify our sinful behavior by convincing ourselves that what we 

want to do, or think, or feel is a virtue.   
b.  But if what we do tends to engender bitterness and division, we can know that it 

is of the flesh (of course, we can also do the right thing and cause division, but in 
that case, the sin is not ours, but someone else’s).   

c.  Paul tells us that if we are to move forward – to grow in the image of Christ and 
give greater glory to God – we must walk in the power of the Spirit, and through 
His strength, we will be able to put to death the works of our flesh.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, Paul points us to one final principle to help us in our warfare against 
sin:  union with Christ, especially in His crucifixion.   
a.  Remember, in the Covenant of Grace, Christ has become our surety/guarantee 

that the conditions of the covenant would be met for us.   
(i)  He took our place in every part to fulfill its obligations for us.   
(ii)  He became one with us.   
(iii)  He lived the life we failed to live.   
(iv)  He overcame the temptations we failed to overcome.   
(v)  He died to pay for the guilt of our failures, taking God’s wrath for us.   
(vi)  He rose again to life to give us victory over the grave.   
(vii)  He ascended to heaven as our forerunner.   
(viii)  He will even come again to take us to Himself.   
(ix)  We often think about these things and take comfort in them, and rightly so.   
 

b.  But something we don’t often think about is this:  even as He identified Himself 
with us, we must identify ourselves with Him.   
(i)  As He took our place in everything, we need to see ourselves as those who 

have gone through what Christ has done.   
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(ii)  We need to see His death as our death and His resurrection as our 
resurrection.   

(iii)  More specifically, we need to see that we have died with Christ to sin, that 
we might be raised to newness of life, now only to live for righteousness.   

(iv)  As Paul expresses in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ; and 
it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself 
up for me”   

(v)  If we can understand this and apply this truth to our lives, it will help us to 
apprehend the power we need to grow into Christ’s likeness.   

 
2.  This evening, I want us to look at three things:   

a.  If we belong to Christ, we died with Him in His crucifixion.   
b.  If we belong to Christ, we were also raised to life with Him in His resurrection.   
c.  Finally, if we belong to Christ, we must walk with Him in this newness of life.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, if we belong to Christ, we have died with Him in His crucifixion.  This is what 
Paul means where he says, “Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and desires” (v. 24).   
1.  This death/crucifixion begins with our union with Christ.   

a.  As I said before, if we are trusting in Christ, the Spirit of God has already united 
us to Him.   
(i)  The fact that we believe is the evidence – again, not just the facts, but a 

loving, saving trust in Jesus Christ.   
(ii)  We couldn’t believe in this way apart from the Spirit’s work of regeneration 

– the new birth, moving us from death to life.   
(iii)  But what makes us alive is Christ’s life flowing through us.   
(iv)  And that wouldn’t be possible, unless we were united with Him by the Holy 

Spirit.   
(v)  The Spirit raises us to life by uniting us with Christ:   

(a)  He plugs us into Christ.   
(b)  Christ’s life then flows through us like electricity through an appliance.   
(c)  Once that spiritual life begins to flow through our souls, our eyes are 

opened, we see Christ’s glory and beauty, our hearts incline towards Him 
and we cannot but trust in Him as He offers Himself to us in the Gospel.   

 
b.  If this is true of us – if we are in Christ, in union with Him – then everything He 

did in His work as our Surety, He has done for us.   
(i)  As I said, His obedience becomes our obedience.   
(ii)  His death becomes our death.   
(iii)  And His resurrection becomes our resurrection.   

 
2.  This union with Christ is not just an abstract principle that we are to believe, it is a 

reality that immediately begins to work itself out in our experience.   
a.  It changes the way we live.   
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(i)  We are no longer alive to ourselves, to our old life, our old way of living.   
(ii)  When Christ was crucified, we were crucified with Him:  we are now dead to 

what we were before Christ.   
 
b.  Among the implications of this, we must see that we are now dead to sin and live 

as though we are:  “Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and desires.”   
(i)  Our sinful passions and desires died when we died with Christ.   
(ii)  How much passion does a corpse have?  How much desire for sin?  It has 

none.   
(iii)  Our old nature is dead, and everything that was a part of it died with it.   
 

c.  Another implication of this is that sin can no longer command us:  Paul writes, 
“Our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done 
away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is 
freed from sin” (Rom. 6:6-7).   
(i)  We don’t have to obey our flesh any longer because it’s dead.   
(ii)  This doesn’t mean we no longer have any sinful desires.   
(iii)  It simply means we don’t have to listen to them; they can’t overcome us.   
(iv)  We may consider them dead and ourselves dead to them.   

 
B.  But we didn’t simply die with Christ, we were also raised again to life with Him by the 

same Spirit:  “If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit” (v. 25).   
1.  Christ died on the cross, but He was also raised again by the Holy Spirit.   

a.  After three days, the Spirit reunited Christ’s human soul with His body and 
raised Him from the grave.   

b.  Paul writes, “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you” (Rom. 8:11).   

 
2.  This same Spirit is at work in us, both to raise us again to life on the final day, but 

also to raise us to newness of life now.   
a.  Again, Paul writes in Romans 6, “Now if we have died with Christ, we believe 

that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from 
the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him.  For the death 
that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to 
God.  Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus.  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its 
lusts, and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as 
instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive 
from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.  For 
sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace” (vv. 
8-14).   

b.  When we died with Christ, we were also raised with Him.   
(i)  This is the first resurrection.   
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(a)  As Jesus tells us in John 5:24-25, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears 
My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not 
come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.  Truly, truly, I 
say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead will hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.”   

(b)  The first resurrection is a resurrection of the soul; it moves us from 
spiritual death to spiritual life.   

(c)  The second resurrection is that of our bodies:  and if you’ve experienced 
the first, you will also the second.   

 
(ii)  But God has a specific purpose in raising us to life.   

(a)  It is not to take up where our old man left off, but to live now as new 
creatures.   

(b)  We died to sin, once for all; and so we are to consider ourselves dead to 
sin.   

(c)  But we were raised again to life, as one once in a coffin, dead and buried, 
but not made alive again.   

(d)  And now having been raised by Christ, we must see ourselves as those 
who are alive now only to serve Him.   

 
C.  This brings us to our final point:  If we have been made alive in the Spirit, we must 

also now walk by the power of the Spirit in newness of life:  “If we live by the Spirit, 
let us also walk by the Spirit.  Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, 
envying one another” (vv. 25-26).   
1.  We must seek at all times to be controlled/filled with the Spirit.   

a.  Paul tells us, “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be 
filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18).   

b.  What he means here is that the Spirit – His nature, His fruit, His desires – should 
be what marks our lives.   

c.  We are not to be under the control of alcohol, drugs, lust, greed, anger, fear, 
hatred – rather, we are to be controlled by the Spirit’s influence.   

 
2.  Among other things, this means:   

a.  We must not be conceited:  proud, boasting when there is no reason to boast.   
b.  We must not provoke, irritate, anger, or challenge one another.   
c.  And we must not be envious or jealous of one another’s blessings, gifts, 

accomplishments, circumstances in life.  
d.  We must kill all our sins and live in the Spirit.   
e.  We must put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no room in our flesh, leave no 

foothold for the enemy.   
f.  We are free, free to walk by the Spirit, free to live a life a holiness.   
g.  We are to see ourselves as those alive from the dead who live now only to serve 

the One whom our soul loves:  Christ.   
h.  May God give us the grace to grow in His grace and become more like our 

Savior.  Amen.   


