
“Crucified and Raised to Conquer Death” 
(1 Corinthians 15:1-8) 

 
 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  People like to celebrate days.  We like to set aside certain days of the year that 

remind us of special events or honor certain people.   
1.  Ex.:  Birthdays, anniversaries (wedding, job, graduations), boss day, secretary 

day, Father’s and Mother’s Day, January first, July 4th, etc.   
2.  But there are two days that usually stand out from the rest:  Christmas and 

Easter.   
a.  Sadly, as a culture we have lost their original meaning.   

(i)  Christmas is now about Santa Claus and presents.   
(ii)  Easter is about the Easter Bunny, colored eggs and candy.   
(iii)  But it wasn’t always this way.   
 

b.  Originally, they commemorated something much more important.   
(i)  The two greatest events in human history:   
(ii)  The birth and resurrection of Jesus Christ.   

 
B.  This morning, I would like for us to consider these two events, especially the 

resurrection of Christ, from the standpoint of what they originally meant to those 
who celebrated them, because in these two events we have the Gospel in it’s 
simplest form:  Jesus was born and He died that He might save sinners.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, I want us to look at a brief overview of what the Gospel is.   
1.  Paul begins this chapter by reminding the Corinthian church of what it is.  He 

writes, “Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to 
you, which also you received, in which also you stand, by which also you are 
saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in 
vain” (vv. 1-2).   

2.  Paul wanted to remind them that this Gospel he had proclaimed to them, this 
Gospel they had believed and embraced, was the same Gospel that was going to 
enable them to stand before God on the Day of Judgment and save them from 
His wrath and anger against sin.   
a.  He doesn’t go into any detail here about what Jesus did before He came to the 

cross, but he does tell us about His death and resurrection as a summary:  two 
vital things that happened to Jesus.   

b.  But we need to remember that who Jesus is and what He did is equally 
important.   
(i)  He isn’t talking just about any Jesus, but the One who is both God and 

man – the second person of the triune God, born into the line of David.   
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(ii)  He is the One who was conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary by the 
Holy Spirit, without a human father.   

(iii)  He is the One who was born without sin and who never sinned, the One 
who kept God’s Law perfectly.   

(iv)  This is who Jesus was, and this is what He did before He came to the 
cross.   

 
B.  But Paul would remind us this morning that His birth and life wouldn’t do us any 

good without His death and resurrection.   
1.  He died in the place of His people to satisfy God’s judgment.  His resur rection 

was His vindication that the Father accepted what His Son did as payment for 
our sins.   

2.  Together, these things would save the Corinthians, at least they would if two 
things were true:   
a.  First, if they continued to believe and trust in Christ to the end of their lives.  

Paul writes, “I make known to you the Gospel . . . by which . . . you are 
saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you” (v. 2).   
(i)  To hold it fast means to believe that message, to trust in the One it tells 

you about to save you from God’s judgment, and to turn from your sins 
and obey God.   

(ii)  But it also means to do this throughout your whole life.  This isn’t a one-
time thing.  It’s not praying a prayer or signing a card or becoming a 
member of a church.   

(iii)  You must turn from your sins, trust in Christ everyday to save you, and 
follow Him wherever He leads you.   

(iv)  If you persevere in this throughout your life, you will be saved.   
(v)  But the Lord will make sure that you do, if you trust in His Son.  He 

won’t let you go.   
 

b.  But Paul says this salvation also assumes something else is true – it assumes 
that Jesus really did rise from the dead.  Paul said this Gospel would save the 
Corinthians, “unless you believed in vain” (v. 2).  Now what did he mean by 
that?   
(i)  Paul’s whole argument here is based on the fact that Jesus rose from the 

dead.  Notice verses 12-19.  “Now if Christ is preached, that He has been 
raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead?  But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not 
even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our 
preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.  Moreover we are even found to 
be false witnesses of God, because we testified against God that He raised 
Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised.  For if the 
dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.  Then those 
also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  If we have hoped in 
Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.”   

(ii)  There were some in Corinth who were saying there was no resurrection.   
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(iii)  But if there was no resurrection, then Christ wasn’t raised.   
(iv)  And if Christ wasn’t raised, then faith in Him would be worthless.   
(v)  If Christ couldn’t overcome death for Himself, how could He save 

others?   
(vi)  If Christ wasn’t raised, which was His Father’s statement tha t He had 

accepted what Jesus did, then our sins condemned Him.  He is lost and we 
are also lost.   

(vii)  If everything that Jesus did was for His people, including His 
resurrection, then His failure to come out of the tomb would be our failure 
as well.  Then those who died believing in Jesus have perished.  There 
isn’t any hope for them.   

 
C.  But the whole point of what Paul is saying is that Jesus did rise from the dead.  The 

Gospel is true.  Christ can deliver us from our sins.   
1.  Paul writes, “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, 

that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, 
and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures” (vv. 3-4).   
a.  Jesus was crucified and died.   

(i)  He was mocked.  He was whipped.  He was nailed to a cross.   
(ii)  When He was, the sins of His people were laid on Him.  He suffered and 

died in their place.   
(iii)  He paid for their sins with His own life.   
 

b.  Then He was buried.   
(i)  He was buried in the tomb of a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph.   
(ii)  A stone was rolled over the mouth of the cave and a guard was placed 

there.   
 

c.  But on the third day, He rose from the dead, just as He said.   
(i)  An angel descended from heaven and rolled the stone away to let the 

women see.   
(ii)  They ran and told His disciples.   
 

2.  What does Paul point to as evidence that this is true?   
a.  He points to the same thing we would if we wanted to prove something 

similar – he points to the witnesses.   
b.  “He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  After that He appeared to more 

than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but 
some have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 
and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also” (vv. 5-8).   
(i)  Not only was the tomb empty, but Peter saw Him.  Mary also saw Him.   
(ii)  The twelve saw Him (they were still called the twelve even though there 

were now only eleven).   
(iii)  He appeared to five hundred at one time, most of whom were still alive 

to testify to that fact.   
(iv)  He appeared to His half-brother James.   



4 

(v)  Then He appeared to the apostles again just before He ascended into 
heaven.   

(vi)  Lastly, He appeared to Paul.  Paul saw Him on the road to Damascus 
when he was on his way there to imprison Christians and bring them back 
to Jerusalem for trial.  The Lord showed Himself to Paul, changed his 
heart, and then called him to take the Gospel to others.   

(vii)  These men have all left their testimony to the truth of the resurrection.   
 

3.  But there’s more.   
a.  God’s Word says it’s true, and it has proven itself again and again to be 

absolutely true.   
b.  And there is also the witness of the Spirit of God.  When He changes a 

person’s heart – as He did the apostle Paul’s – all doubt is removed.  Jesus 
may not appear to us, as He did to Paul, but we can be just as convinced.   

 
4.  The Corinthians could be sure that this Gospel would save them from God’s 

wrath for their sins, because the One it told them about – Jesus Christ – was 
alive.  By His death and resurrection, He had freed them from judgment.   

 
III.  Application.   

A.  The only application I would make of this this morning is to remind you that 
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection is the only thing that can save you from death.   

B.  But if what Jesus did is to do you any good, you must believe.   
1.  You must believe that Jesus is who He said He was.   
2.  You must believe that He did what He said He did:  that He died, was buried 

and was raised again.   
3.  And you must trust in this risen Savior to save you.   
4.  The Bible says that we come into this world condemned to die because of our 

sin.  God will not accept us as we are.   
5.  But He has provided a way that we can come to Him through Christ.   
6.  If you believe in Him and turn from your sins and follow Him the rest of your 

days, you will be saved.   
7.  But if you don’t, you will be lost.   
8.  The Lord has given every man – every one of us here this morning – enough 

evidence to show us that this is true.  Jesus has risen from the dead.  All who 
trust in Him will receive eternal life.  Are you trusting in Him this morning?  
Make sure that you are.  Jesus is the only way of salvation, the only way to God.  
Amen.   


