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 Reference: 1 KINGS 18:21 

 Church: GRACE Date: 07/08/12 

Crippled by the World? 
Purpose: To call the double-minded to return to the Lord from spiritual 
drought for forgiveness and a life of service 

1 Introduction 
The church in the US is in a time of spiritual drought 

The claims to know great movements of the Spirit are false 

The church in California, Modesto, is dried up and unfruitful 

What about this fellowship? 

We do see tokens of blessing, do not want to minimize them 

Shouldn’t despise a day of small things 

But we are living in largely barren times 

What about your soul? 

Good to see you here today, looking well for most part 

Aches and pains etc., but strong enough to be here for worship 

What if we were as healthy physically as we are spiritually? 

What would we look like this morning? 

Is your soul a lush and fruitful landscape, full of life 

Or is it more like a desert, a barren wasteland?  

If the latter, I want to speak to you this morning. 

Our text this morning will help us consider a possible cause. 

Read 1 Kings 18:17-40 

Consider: 

1) Are You Dried-Up From Double-Mindedness? 

2) Your Path to Showers of Blessing is Simple  

2 Are You Dried-Up From Double-Mindedness? 
Northern Kingdom had deserted God by degrees 

1) Golden calves in Israel – Jereboam – convenience 

2) Under Ahab and Jezebel – Baal – adultery  

3) Prophets of God were largely exterminated – fear  

In judgment, 3 years’ drought by proclamation of Elijah 

Israel brought to a very low condition 1 Kings 18:5 

Scouring the land for some grass to keep livestock alive 

Drought, famine signs of judgment Deut 28:15, 17, 23-24. 

In passage, God about to act amongst His people – send rain 

Note what Elijah says to the people (v21): 

“How long will you hesitate between two opinions?” 

Literally, limp on both sides (or two crutches)? 

They were lame spiritually –– getting nowhere, barren  

Double-minded, torn between serving Yahweh and Baal 

Effectively crippled - cannot decide which to follow 

“How long will you carry on like this?” 

“Both cannot be God, can they? Follow the One Who is God!” 

But they didn’t answer a word.  Why? 

1) Had grown ignorant of Yahweh and His requirements 

They thought they were worshipping Yahweh in the 2 calves 

Just as Israel thought at Sinai with the calf Aaron made them 

But they were not – this was breaking the 10 Commandments 

Then Jezebel introduced Baal and they had worshipped him 

By now may not know that Yahweh is God any more 

2) Perhaps they knew God requires undivided heart-worship  

But reluctant to go back to following Him that way 

Inconvenient for them 

3) Perhaps, with a queen like Jezebel, they were afraid 

What might it cost them to say “Yahweh is God”? 

Look what it had cost His prophets already! 

The Scriptures & drought showed Yahweh is God: 

It came as judgment through a prophet of Yahweh 

They had run after Baal 

Baal associated with rain, supposedly sovereign over nature  

Judgment showed that Baal was a fraud and a fake 

THREE YEARS it had lasted already.   

What had the people done? NOTHING! How much longer? 

But they were double minded; they were crippled 

Had they begun to accept this as the norm? 

 

What about us in the drought of our souls, our church, land? 

Could it have some of the same causes as in the days of Israel? 

Are we double-minded too? 
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Have we opted for a convenient Christianity? 

Have we rejected the call to be single-minded? 

Are we reluctant to give Him our undivided hearts/lives? 

Have we grown fuzzy in our thinking about Who He really is, 

And what He requires from us? 

Are we afraid of declaring our faith, scared of the cost to us? 

Have we begun tolerating the world and its ways – our norm? 

Have we begun embracing other gods? 

Has Jesus become one among many desires in our hearts? 

Are we trying to mix Christianity & worldliness? 

Could this be a cause of our spiritual drought? 

Have we proven Jesus was right, we can’t serve 2 masters? 

Are we double-minded? 
James 1:7-8 — For that man ought not to expect that he will receive 
anything from the Lord, being a double-minded man, unstable in all 
his ways. 

Sounds like a drought. How long have we been this way? 

Limping on both sides in a barren wilderness of the soul 

Withered, dry, largely unfruitful 

Have we begun to accept this as normal? It ISN’T! 

How much longer must the drought go on? 

When will we wake up and say, “enough!”? 

3 Your Path to Showers of Blessing is Simple 
There is great encouragement in this passage: 

In spite of the double-mindedness of His people, 

In spite of their adultery with Baal, 

In spite of their ignorance, fearfulness, doubts and weakness, 

God did not abandon them or consume them in judgment! 

Instead, He moved to turn their hearts back to Himself (v37) 

Great is His faithfulness! 

After all the noise, raving and blood of Baal’s prophets 

Nothing happened – hours of chaos and din.  Then silence. 

Elijah calmly repaired the altar that was torn down (N.B.) 

Drenched the ox and the wood and altar with water 

Prayed at the time of the evening sacrifice (36, 37) 

And the fire of God fell, consuming ox, wood, stones, water! 

All the people fell on their faces and cried out 

“Yahweh, He is God! Yahweh, He is God!”  

Now they know, now they are decided, now fear has gone! 

Now they turn back to the LORD – now single-minded 

And the prophets of Baal were put to death 

And then Elijah prayed again and the Lord sent heavy showers 

What a blessing that rain was upon the inheritance 

The end of the drought, the beginning of fruitfulness 

What shall we learn from this? 

Do we want the fire to fall on us?  Showers of blessing? 

What must we do?  If Yahweh is God, FOLLOW HIM! 

What does it mean to follow Him? 

We must give Him our undivided hearts and “walk after” Him 

That is what He wants – single-minded devotion, nothing less 

If He has given us guidance, we must follow it 

If He has given us commands, we must obey them 

If God has given His Spirit; we must keep in step with Him 

If Jesus has given us His example, we must imitate Him 

No matter what He calls us to do and what the cost to us. 

We must repair those broken altars in our hearts 

Lay ourselves on them and offer ourselves to Him 

If you know the Lord, you’ve done that before – do it again! 

We must call upon His Name 

We must abandon this world, we must be single-minded 

Then the fire will fall, then the showers of blessing will come! 

You younger people who have made a profession of faith 

Are you following Yahweh today single-mindedly? 

Or are you limping on both sides? 

Is Jesus the most important person or thing in your life? 

Are you doing as much for Him as you could? Why not? 

Is it inconvenient, will it cost you too much? 

Are you looking for something easy and fun? 

What do I see on your Facebook walls? 

Is it Christ, or the world? Is Christ there even a little? 

Can anyone easily tell you are a Christian by looking there? 

Are you in a soul-drought or are you fruitful today? 
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If drought, how long will you go on this way? Is it the norm? 

“What shall I do?” If the LORD is God, follow Him! 

<repent, seek Him, put yourself on the altar>  

We need your energy and enthusiasm in the fellowship! 

Don’t waste them in the world! 

Young people who have believed but not made a profession 

You are not following the Lord single-mindedly! Clearly. 

What is keeping you back? 

Do you really not know Who is God? 

Does it seem inconvenient to you right now to follow Him?   

Are you scared what it may cost you to declare Him publicly? 

So you are trying to have your cake and eat it – double-minded 

Can’t you feel the crippling drought in your soul? 

How long must it go on before you do something? 

“What shall I do?” If the LORD is God, follow Him! 

<repent, seek Him, put yourself on the altar> 

You mature believers, in your prime 

Are we following the Lord single-mindedly today? 

Are we knowing showers of blessing, fruitfulness? 

Or have we settled for less, become double-minded? 

Have we adopted a convenient Christianity? 

“A little bit of the Lord, quite a bit of the world 

Mix them together and take in moderation” 

Has this become our recipe for life? 

Where are we when the church prays at 9:00 on Sunday? 

Where are we at the 6:00 evening service? 

Where are we at the midweek meeting? 

There are legitimate reasons sometimes to be away 

These are nevertheless thermometers of our spiritual condition 

And not just how many come along – could be for show 

Our desire, How we pray, what we talk about, what we do 

If we were on trial for being a Christian 

Would there be enough evidence to bring a conviction? 

You know your hearts – I don’t, but I know my own 

Is there a drought and a famine in our souls? Is that the norm? 

These should be the most fruitful years of our service! 

We need committed service of the mature to the body! 

How long will we limp on both sides? 

“What shall I do?” If the LORD is God, follow Him! 

<repent, seek Him, put yourself on the altar> 

You elder citizens of the household: 

Praise God for examples of those who have remained faithful! 

Who have followed the LORD all their lives 

We need such examples – please be one to the rest of us! 

We need your wisdom, we need your prayers 

It is not time for you to opt for convenience now! 

Not time to be double-minded now! 

If the LORD is God, keep following Him! 

Don’t climb down from that altar now! 

Do as much as you are able for Him. 

There is no retirement from following Him this side of glory! 

You unbelievers 

You are not double-minded at all – you can’t be 

You are already living as though Baal is God 

You are like the prophets of Baal in this account 

You have given yourself entirely into Satan’s service 

You can know nothing except barrenness and famine of soul 

You’re following the wrong lord!  He can’t answer your needs 

Isn’t your life like the prophets dancing round the altar? 

Lots of noise (no peace), of confusion, no-one pays attention 

You need to be single minded for Yahweh, not for Satan! 

Give up the world and its false promises and empty values 

It will destroy you as it destroyed those prophets. 

All of you: 

See God in this passage turning hearts back to Himself 

He did it then, He can do it now 

See the fire fall upon the sacrifice 

See the certainty in the people – the LORD is God! 

See them set out again to obey, to follow 

See the showers of blessing come from God upon His land! 

Don’t you want to know that? 



crippled_by_the_world.docx  crippled_by_the_world.docx 

 

7  8 

 

4 Conclusions 
Don’t be double-minded 

Don’t limp on both sides 

Don’t put up with the drought it brings 

Don’t try to serve two masters 

Don’t go after the Christianity of convenience 

If the LORD is God, follow Him! 

Turn your hearts back to Him 

He will freely pardon 

Offer yourself up to Him on the altar 

Call upon His Name 

He will send fire on the sacrifice 

Get rid of the idols and follow Him  

 

See if He won’t send showers of blessing on His inheritance! 

For His glory 


