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Illustration:  When a dog gives birth, what does it give birth to?  Puppies.  When a cat gives 
birth, what does it bear?  Kittens.  The same is true with the other creatures God made.  When 
God made them, He gave them the power to bear young according to their kind.  Fish bring forth 
more fish, and birds more birds.  Lions bear lion cubs, and bears, bear cubs.  Have you ever seen 
a horse give birth to a cow, or an alligator egg hatch and bring forth a chicken?  No.  They can 
only conceive and bear what they are.  When a woman conceives, what does she bear?  It is 
either a boy or a girl, another human being.  Man can only bring forth man.  This is the way that 
the Lord has made things.  This is all He has given them the power to do:  to bring forth children 
in their own image and according to their own likeness.  Now God doesn’t have these same 
restrictions.  He can make whatever He wants.  He made a universe full of stars and planets.  He 
filled the skies with birds and the sea with fish.  He filled the dry land with animals and creeping 
things.  But God also has the power to create something in His image, which is exactly what He 
did when He made man.  In a way, you could say that God became a father.  The first person of 
the Trinity has always been a Father, since He, in a way unknown to us, gave birth to the Son in 
eternity.  But He also became a Father in time, when He made Adam.  When Luke finishes his 
genealogy of Jesus in chapter three of his Gospel, he ends by saying “the son of Enosh, the son 
of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God” (v. 38).  Adam is God’s son, which is why it shouldn’t 
come as any surprise to us that Adam was made in His image.  What I would like for us to 
consider this evening is what it means that we are made in the image of God.   
 Now as we saw last week, God made man from the dust of the ground sometime early on 
the sixth day.  I say early, since Adam named all of the animals before God made him sleep and 
created Eve.  It probably wasn’t that hard for Adam to name all of the animals in a matter of a 
few hours, since we can assume that they hadn’t developed into all the different varieties that we 
see today.  What I mean, for instance, is that Adam didn’t have to give names to all the different 
kinds of dogs there are in the world, such as German Shepherds, Great Danes, or Dachshunds, 
but only to dogs, in general.  There may have been only one kind of dog when God first created, 
a dog that carried in its genes all of the necessary information to breed all of the dogs we see 
today.  This could also explain how it was possible to get all of the animals on board Noah’s 
Ark.  It might have been crowded if all the variety of animals we see today had to be on board, 
but not if each of the animals was still pretty much of a common type, such as was the case with 
dogs.  And this is certainly possible.  After all, just look at the variety of people in the world 
today, all of whom came from Noah’s three sons and their wives.   
 But now notice on the sixth day, just before God began His last creation, He paused, 
almost as if He was taking counsel with Himself.  After we hear the repeating commands -- let 
there be light (v. 3), let there be an expanse (v. 6), let the waters . . . be gathered (v. 9), etc. -- , 
He says something different:  “Let Us make man . . .” (v. 26).  This is probably the earliest 
reference we have to the fact that God is not just one person, but more than one.  It’s true that the 
word “God” in the Hebrew is plural and could refer to the Trinity, but here it is unmistakable.  
God was speaking with Himself.  He says, “Let Us make man.”  The Jehovah’s Witnesses say 
that God was simply speaking to the angels here, but this can’t be the case since the angels can’t 
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create, only God can.  And He says, “Let Us make man.”  Clearly, this God who created must be 
more than one person.  The Bible tells us, in fact, that He is three persons:  the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit.   
 But now how does God tell Himself that this man should be made?  What is to be the 
difference between him and all the other creatures God made?  He says, “Let Us made man in 
Our image, according to our likeness” (v. 26).  This creature, unlike any of the others, will be 
made like God.  Of all the things He has made to this point, only man will bear His image.   
 Now for us to understand how man, or how we ourselves, are in made in the image of 
God, we need to understand what God’s image is.  God has many characteristics.  We call them 
attributes.  These are the different ways that God shows us what He is like.  They are also the 
ways we describe Him.  When we say that God is holy, or God is just, or that He is all-knowing, 
or all-powerful, or that He is in every place at all times, we are describing what God is.  We just 
saw one of these attributes.  God is multi-personal.  He is more than one person.  Now just 
because we can describe Him, doesn’t mean that we can fully understand Him.  God is greater 
than we will ever know.  But on the other hand, this also doesn’t mean that we can’t know 
anything about Him.  We can know what He reveals to us.  The things He does reveal, the 
attributes that He does show us, taken all together, are the image of God.   
 Now this raises a second question:  If we are the children of God, if we are made in the 
image of God, does that mean that we are gods?  There are those who believe that we are.  
Kenneth Copeland, for instance, has been quoted as saying, “Dogs beget dogs, cats beget cats, 
and God begets gods.  You are all little gods.”  Is Mr. Copeland right about this?  Of course not!  
God plainly tells us in His Word that there is only one God.  In Isaiah 44, He asks the question, 
“Is there any God besides Me, or is there any other Rock?” and answers, “I know of none” (v. 8).  
If this is true, then in what sense are we like Him?   
 The answer is that we are like Him in some ways, but not in others.  There are some 
things we share in common and some things we do not.  There are some things which can only 
be true of God, that He couldn’t give us, even if He wanted to, and some things He can.  There 
are some things, after all, that even God can’t do.  One of these things is that He can’t make 
another God, which is why we know that He can’t give to us the things that make Him God.  He 
can’t give us His independence -- that is, He can’t make us so that we don’t need Him.  He made 
us, and so we will always need to depend on Him, while He doesn’t depend on anyone.  He can’t 
give us His unchangeableness -- God never changes; He can’t become more powerful, for He is 
all-powerful; He can’t learn anything new, for He knows all things; He can’t become any greater 
than He is, since He is infinitely great.  But man can and does change all the time.  And He 
cannot give us His eternality -- He has always existed, but we have not.  He created us in time, 
not in eternity.  But there are things which He can share with us, things which He has given us, 
that set us apart from all of His other creatures.  And each of these things is very special, and 
make us very special.  Historically, Reformed teachers have divided them into two categories:  
the natural and moral image of God.   
 The natural image of God in man is the fact that we are spiritual, rational, moral and 
immortal beings.  When I was growing up, I used to hear that I was made in the image of God.  I 
used to think that I looked like God, that God had a head, two eyes, two ears, a nose, mouth, two 
arms and two legs.  But this isn’t what God means by the fact that He made us in His image.  His 
image is in our soul, not in our body.  It is the fact that we have a spirit, as well as a body.  We 
are spiritual beings.  The animals have the spirit of life in them, but they don’t have spirits which 
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will last forever.  Except for the angels, we are unique in this way.  By the way, I should mention 
that the angels are also made in the image of God.  They share in all the same things we do, 
except they don’t have bodies.  We are also rational, that is, we have the power to reason.  We 
can think about things, work through them, reason them out.  Animals seem to have some kind of 
intelligence, but nothing like what man has.  We can think about our own existence.  We can 
think about our Creator.  The animals can’t do this.  We are moral, which means that we have the 
ability to make morally significant choices.  The animals can’t do this.  They can’t sin, because 
they act on instinct, not on what God says is right or wrong.  His law was not written on their 
hearts, but it was on ours, which is why we will be held accountable for our sins.  And we are 
immortal.  God has ordained that our spirits will live forever.  This also isn’t true of the animals.  
Now these are some of the things that distinguish us from the rest of God’s creatures, and as you 
can see, make us far more special.  But the things we will look at next are even more important.   
 Man, as He was first created by God, also had what is called the moral image of God, that 
is, he was like God morally.  This is what was called his original righteousness.  It was the 
fountain from which all of his love for God came from, all of his good works.  This, by the way, 
is the part of God’s image that man completely lost in the Fall.  When man fell away from God, 
he lost all his love for Him.  This is why the Bible says that all men come into the world hating 
God.  They don’t have this original righteousness, but only original sin, which is the corruption 
in our hearts that makes us want to do all the wrong things (Ps. 51:5).  This is also why the Bible 
says that when we are born again, it is this that God begins to restore in us.  Paul writes in 
Ephesians 4:24, “Put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in 
righteousness and holiness of the truth” and in Colossians 3:10, “Do not lie to one another, since 
you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being 
renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him.”  We lost all 
our righteousness, holiness and true knowledge in the Fall, all of the moral excellence that made 
us like God, the only thing in us that made us acceptable to God and allowed us to have 
fellowship with Him.  If we don’t have these things, it doesn’t matter how intelligent we are, it 
doesn’t matter how good looking we are, it doesn’t matter how strong we are.  It doesn’t matter 
whether we have God’s natural image or not.  God will not accept us.  Remember what Samuel 
thought when he went to Jesse’s house looking for a king and his oldest son walked in front of 
him.  “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before Him” (1 Sam. 16:6).  Why did he think that?  All he 
saw was what he looked like on the outside.  He looked like a king.  The last king God chose was 
tall and handsome, why not this one?  But he was wrong.  “The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not 
look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees 
not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart’” (v. 
7).  God wasn’t interested in another king like Saul.  He wanted one whose heart was fully His, 
and this man’s wasn’t.  He wanted one whose heart was full of truth, righteousness and holiness.  
And He found it in David.  David was not righteous apart from God’s grace.  Apart from His 
grace, he would have been as wicked as any other man.  But with it, he was a man who was 
pleasing to God, a man after God’s own heart.  This, above all other things, is what makes us 
acceptable and pleasing to God.  This is also what we should be striving for, above all other 
things, in our lives.  But this only comes through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 I think that far too often, especially when we’re very young, we think too much like 
Samuel.  We put too much emphasis on the things which God doesn’t care about.  We’re so 
impressed with the way people think, or the way they look, or how strong or skilled they are, or 
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how well they act.  We aren’t as impressed by how much they love God, how much they want to 
know Him, how much they want to serve Him.  We focus on the outward, physical things and 
not on their moral qualities.  Think about the person you admire the most, the man or woman that 
you look up to more than any other.  What is it that you admire about them the most?  Is it their 
spirituality?  Or is it their physical appearance or ability?  If it’s the latter, then you have a 
spiritual problem.  It’s not wrong to admire these other things, but it is wrong if you value those 
things above moral virtue.  If they aren’t Christians, they have nothing of God’s moral image.  If 
you admire them, you are looking as a man looks, not like God.  You are looking at the outward 
things, and not at the heart.  What is it that you admire the most about yourself?  What is it that 
you are trying to change in your life more than anything else?  Is it your height?  You can’t do 
much about that?  Is it your intelligence?  You can’t make yourself smarter, even though you can 
become more educated.  Is it your strength?  You can do some things to improve this.  Is it the 
way you look?  You can do something to improve this too.  But again, these are the outward 
things, and not the things of the heart.  If this is what you’re really concerned about, rather than 
your heart, you’re again thinking like a man.  God wants you to be more concerned about your 
heart, whether you are loving Him as you should, whether you are loving your neighbor as you 
should, whether or not you are taking your eyes off of yourself to see the needs of those around 
you as you should.  The essence of sin is self-centeredness or selfishness.  Adam and Eve 
decided not to do what God wanted them to do, but what they wanted to do instead.  And the 
whole human race since them, except for Jesus alone, has followed in their footsteps.  Now that 
we know what is really important to God, let’s work on straightening those things out.  The Lord 
didn’t put us in His world to do our own thing, but to do His.  But in order for us to do it, Jesus 
showed us last week what we need to do:  we must deny ourselves, pick up our crosses and 
follow Him.  He lived a life of self-denial.  He set His own desires aside to fulfill those of His 
Father.  We need to do the same.  But we can’t do it, unless this moral image of God is restored 
in us, and it can only be restored in Jesus.  If you have discovered that you are really living 
according to your flesh this evening, then I would urge you to come to Christ.  He is the only 
One who can restore this holy image in you through His Holy Spirit.  He is the only One who 
can give you the heart to serve Him.  But if He already has, then ask Him to give you more of 
His Spirit and use all the means that He had put at your disposal to cultivate this new desire to 
serve Him.  Putting off the old man and putting on the new doesn’t happen by itself.  It is a work 
that we must do.  May God give us all the strength we need to push forward in moral purity, as 
we prepare to spend eternity with the One who is perfectly Holy in every way.  Amen.   


