
“Communion with God” 

(1 John 1:1-3) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Over the last three weeks, we’ve been looking at why we should celebrate the 

Lord’s Table weekly.  It’s because:   

a.  When we do, we have fellowship with our Lord Jesus Christ:  He is 

spiritually with us.   

b.  He’s not only with us, but with us to bless:  we have communion with Him in 

His grace – His Spirit.   

c.  This is why the early church celebrated it at least weekly:  they wanted this 

fellowship/communion with their Lord.   

 

2.  We also saw how reasonable it is to celebrate it weekly:   

a.  The Lord appointed the day He entered into His rest as the day we would rest 

and worship, so that we’d remember His resurrection.   

b.  Does it seem strange He would also want us to remember His death by 

celebrating His Supper?   

c.  His death and resurrection is the foundation of our salvation:  these are two 

things He never wants us to forget.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  But now remember what salvation is – fellowship with the Father and the Son.   

a.  Jesus tells us, “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3).   

b.  The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ was meant not only to give us 

communion with Jesus, it was also meant to give us communion with the 

Father, and, as we’ll see, with the Holy Spirit, i.e., with the Triune God.   

 

2.  This morning, we’re going to begin looking at one of our greatest privileges as 

believers:  Communion with God.  We’re going to see:   

a.  First, that we have this communion.   

b.  Second, that this communion is with the whole Godhead (Trinity).   

 

3.  Let’s begin by looking at what a great privilege we have, especially considering 

our situation as we came into this world:  We have communion with the Father 

and the Son, “And indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son 

Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3).  We’ll see,  

a.  First, why John thought it was important to communicate to his readers that 

they have communion with God.   

b.  Second, that communion with God is a great privilege that we should cherish.   

c.  Finally, what this communion is.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  Why do suppose John wrote this to his readers?  We’re told in verse 4, “These 

things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.”   

1.  It was very hard to be a believer in those days (it is today as well).   

a.  Many people hated Christians; they especially hated their leaders.  Paul tells 

us that they were counted as sheep to be slaughtered (Rom. 8:36).   

b.  One question they must have often asked themselves was, Was it really worth 

all that hardship?   

 

2.  The answer is, Yes.  John wanted to remind them that no matter how many 

difficulties they had to face, it was worth it.  Why?   

a.  Because they had fellowship with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ.   

b.  They had a source of joy and blessing that far transcended anything the world 

had to offer.   

 

B.  This is what we also have as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ:  We have a holy 

and spiritual fellowship with the Father and with His Son, something we should 

cherish and see as a very great honor.   

1.  Remember our situation when we came into the world.   

a.  Since sin entered into this world through Adam, no one could have this 

communion with God by themselves; we couldn’t have had it.   

(i)  John tell us, “God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all” (1 John 

1:5).   

(a)  We came into this world in darkness.   

(b)  The two can’t mix:  Paul writes, “What partnership have righteousness 

and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?” (2 Cor. 

6:14).   

 

(ii)  God is life, but we were dead.  He is pure love, but we were pure hatred.   

(a)  What kind of fellowship could we have with each other?   

(b)  The Lord tells us in Amos 3:3 that two can’t walk together unless they 

agree.  We didn’t agree.   

 

b.  Apart from God’s grace, we were without Christ, without God, and without 

hope (Eph. 2:12).  We never could have recovered – it wasn’t within our 

power:  we no longer had the heart for it.   

 

2.  The only One who could do anything about this was God.  Thank the Lord, He 

not only could, but did, through Jesus Christ.  He was pleased to open a door 

that all His saints in all times could enter to have fellowship with Him.   

a.  Though it’s not as clear as in the New Covenant, Old Covenant believers had 

this precious communion with God through the promised Seed.   

(i)  Abraham was called the friend of God (Isa. 41:8).   

(ii)  David was a man after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22).   

(iii)  Enoch walked with God, and the Lord appears to have been so pleased 

with him that He took him directly to heaven (Gen. 5:22).   
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(iv)  This fellowship with God wasn’t revealed as clearly in the Old Covenant 

as in the New – which is true just about every truth veiled there under the 

types and shadows – but it was there through the Christ who was to come.   

 

b.  In the New Covenant, this fellowship is not only more clearly revealed, but it 

is strengthened through Christ’s finished work.    

(i)  We can approach God with a greater boldness, since our High Priest 

entered into the holy of holies in heaven, “Therefore, brethren, since we 

have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new 

and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His 

flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw 

near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 

sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 

water” (Heb. 10:19-22).   

(ii)  Jesus has removed the barrier that existed between us and God.   

(a)  His work removed the need for earthly priests.   

(b)  His sacrifice has provided a new and living way through the veil (Heb. 

10:20).   

(c)  He has given us access through one Spirit to the Father (Eph. 2:18).   

(d)  We were once far off, but now we’ve been brought near by the blood 

of Christ and have peace with God (vv. 13, 14).   

 

(iii)  It’s on the basis of Christ’s work that we’ve been admitted into 

communion with God and have fellowship with Him.   

(iv)  This is amazing grace:  sinners have fellowship with God through 

Christ.   

 

C.  Finally, let’s consider what this communion is that we have with God.   

1.  Communion means sharing in something.   

a.  The fact that we’re all human beings means that we all have communion in/or 

share something in common:  we’re all flesh and blood and therefore liable to 

death.   

b.  Jesus shared/or had communion in our nature that He might die to save us 

from death:  “Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He 

Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might 

render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and 

might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their 

lives” (Heb. 2:14-15).   

c.  Jesus shared in the same sentence of condemnation with the two thieves on 

the cross (Luke 23:40), while only one of those thieves shared in Christ’s life 

through faith in Him.   

d.  We all have communion in the Great Commission and in the worship the 

Lord calls us to give Him every Lord’s Day.   

e.  Communion has to do with sharing the things we have we each other.   
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(i)  David and Jonathan’s hearts were united with each other in Christian 

friendship, and from this holy love Jonathan gave David some of his 

possessions and did what he could to protect David from his father.   

(ii)  In the church, we have communion with each other and are sharers in 

each other’s gifts and graces.   

 

2.  Communion with God means that there are things we share with Him through 

Jesus Christ.   

a.  God gives Himself to us by His Word and Spirit and receives from us 

whatever worship and service He calls us to give.   

b.  One day, this communion will be complete and perfect in heaven, when we 

finally stand in His glorious presence, see Him as He really is, and there give 

ourselves completely and unreservedly to Him in love and worship.   

c.  But while we’re on earth, it’s incomplete and imperfect at best.  Here we only 

have the first-fruits.   

d.  It’s this communion we have on earth – our fellowship with God, as we walk 

with Him in His covenant of peace, which He ratified by the blood of His 

Son Jesus Christ – that we’ll be looking at over the next several weeks.   

e.  As we consider how blessed we are as sinners to have this fellowship, let’s be 

reminded this morning through the Supper why we have it:  it’s only because 

of the broken body and shed blood of Jesus Christ.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


