
“Communion in His Spirit” 

(Jeremiah 17:7-8) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  So far we’ve seen we have communion, not only with the Father in 

His love, we also have communion/fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ.  That 

communion is in two main areas:   

1.  His personal graces:  because we are His wife.   

a.  As a husband loves and cares for His wife, so Christ loves and cares for us; 

He provides for us out of His fullness.   

b.  And as a wife lovingly accepts, submits to, and receives from her husband, so 

we lovingly accept, submit to and receive from Christ all we need.   

 

2.  The second area is in His purchased graces.  (Three areas)   

a.  Our acceptance with the Father (our justification):  His righteousness, His 

blood, are all we need; nothing more, none of our works, only Christ’s.   

b.  Our holiness (our sanctification):  His work makes the return of the Spirit 

possible – the only One who can make us holy.   

c.  And all the spiritual privileges that are wrapped up in our adoption as the 

children of God (next week).   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we’re going to focus on our communion with Christ in His Spirit, 

which is how He makes us holy.   

a.  This is one area where the modern church is still very confused.   

(i)  There are many who believe “faith” is enough:   

(a)  That would be true if it was true saving faith, because this kind of faith 

will result in what we’re going to see.   

(b)  But it’s not enough if that faith is alone – if it doesn’t produce good 

works (James 2:17).   

 

(ii)  Sadly, there are even those among the Reformed who believe you can be 

one of God’s children and yet not be transformed by His grace.   

 

b.  The Reformers believed otherwise:   

(i)  There is no true justification – there is no true acceptance with God – 

without true sanctification – unless we are growing into the moral image 

of God, becoming more like the Savior.   

(ii)  We don’t believe this because the Reformers did – we believe this 

because it’s what the Bible teaches.   

(iii)  We’re not redeemed if we’re not growing in holiness.   

(iv)  We’re not talking about perfection; there are setbacks; but there is an 

upward trend towards Christ-likeness.   
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2.  This morning, let’s consider how our communion with Christ produces holiness.   

a.  He bore our sins to remove God’s wrath; He obeyed to clothed us with His 

righteousness and make us acceptable to the Father; but He also gave us His 

Spirit to purify our hearts and make us personally holy.   

b.  Let’s look at two things:   

(i)  First, what Jesus did and does to make this happen.   

(ii)  Second, how we have communion with Christ in His Spirit.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Now that Jesus has justified us by His righteousness and sacrifice, what does He 

do to sanctify us?   

1.  First, He intercedes for us.   

a.  We saw last week that this is the way He applies all the fruits of His work.   

(i)  He rose from the dead and ascended into heaven to claim grace for us.   

(ii)  With this claim, He also gained the Spirit to apply this grace.   

 

b.  He prayed not only that He might receive the Spirit, but that He might give 

the Spirit to us.   

(i)  Not that we would own Him, like some kind of possession.   

(ii)  But that He would own us – that He would work in our hearts to sanctify 

us – to set us apart to Himself.   

 

c.  What He prayed was that the Father would fulfill the great promise of the 

New Covenant:   

(i)  “And I will give them one heart, and put a new spirit within them.  And I 

will take the heart of stone out of their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, 

that they may walk in My statutes and keep My ordinances and do them.  

Then they will be My people, and I shall be their God” (Ezek. 11:19-20).   

(ii)  When Christ finished His work, He went to the Father to receive this 

promise, just as He told His disciples He would:  “I will ask the Father, 

and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 

that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does 

not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you 

and will be in you.  I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you” 

(John 14:16-18).   

 

2.  Second, the Father granted His request.   

a.  He always hears His Son – since Jesus always prays according to His will.   

b.  He gave Jesus His Spirit, and Jesus sent Him to us, to work in our hearts.   

(i)  He poured His Spirit out on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:33).   

(ii)  He not only sent Him in power that first time, but He continued to send 

the Spirit each time His people looked to Him in faith.   

 

3.  Third, the Spirit’s presence with the church made a remarkable difference.   

a.  Yes, they spoke in new languages as a sign of judgment on the unbelieving 

Jews.   
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b.  But they were also endued with renewed power.   

(i)  The Spirit revived them and became a powerful life-giving principle in 

their souls.  The disciples were already alive – already regenerated by 

God’s grace, already had the Spirit – but not with this kind of power.   

(ii)  They began to speak of the wonderful works of God.   

(iii)  They began to proclaim the Gospel with courage and boldness.   

(iv)  They became willing to lay down their lives for Jesus – just consider 

Peter’s example, who went from being unwilling to own Jesus in front of a 

servant girl to preaching to thousands that might potentially put him to 

death.   

(v)  The Lord did this by turning up the love they had for Him in their hearts 

– that’s really all the Spirit has to do to bring this about:  increase our love.   

(vi)  Jesus prayed and received the Spirit, and then He sent His Spirit to His 

church to sanctify and empower them.   

 

B.  The next question we’ll consider is:  How do we have this communion with Christ 

in His Spirit?   

1.  First, by remembering the great price Jesus paid for this blessing.   

a.  Every blessing we have, we have because of Christ (Eph. 1:3).   

(i)  Because of His obedience, His death, His intercession.   

(ii)  All grace flows from this fountain; all of His prayers are based on this 

work.   

 

b.  We really can’t expect to receive any of His grace unless we consider what it 

cost Him.  (That’s why He would have us meditate on His death in the Lord’s 

Supper).   

c.  When we do, this honors the Lord and makes the gift more precious to us.   

 

2.  Second, we need to realize that Jesus purchased the Spirit not only for His 

disciples in the early church, but also for us.   

a.  Perhaps we look longingly at what the early disciples were able to do.   

b.  But with the exception of the charismatic gifts – which most did not possess 

in those days – all that Jesus gave is still available to us today.   

c.  He is not only available to us, but we are commanded through the apostle 

Paul to be filled with His presence:  “And do not get drunk with wine, for that 

is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18).   

 

3.  Third, we need to look to Christ as the only One who can dispense this blessing.  

We must look to Him not only as our justifier, but also as the One who sanctifies 

us.   

a.  We need to see Him as both a fountain for guilt and pollution.  As Toplady 

writes in his hymn “Rock of Ages,” “Let the water and the blood, from Thy 

riven side which flowed, be of sin the double cure:  cleanse me from its guilt 

and power.”   

b.  We need to look to Him in faith for that cleansing:  John Owen writes, “One 

moment’s communion with Christ by faith herein is more effectual to the 
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purging of the soul, to the increasing of grace, than the utmost self-endeavors 

of a thousand ages.” 

 

4.  Fourth, we need to receive this blessed help.   

a.  We need to trust that His prayers for us will be effective to sanctify us.   

(i)  That He has received the Spirit, that He will send Him for our 

purification, that we will become holy.   

(ii)  That we will become the good tree Jeremiah speaks of, “Blessed is the 

man who trusts in the LORD and whose trust is the LORD.  For he will be 

like a tree planted by the water, that extends its roots by a stream and will 

not fear when the heat comes; but its leaves will be green, and it will not 

be anxious in a year of drought nor cease to yield fruit” (Jer. 17:7-8).   

(iii)  We can’t do this in our own strength; all our resolutions will fail if we 

trust in ourselves:  we need this communion with the Lord in His Spirit 

before we’ll be able to take even one step in a holy direction.   

(iv)  Jesus says, “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me 

and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing” 

(John 15:5).   

(v)  We need to look to Him that He might give us the Spirit out of His 

fullness.  

(vi)  And we need to trust Him:  if we don’t, we won’t receive anything.   

 

b.  This is how we have communion with Christ in His sanctifying grace – it’s 

by His Spirit.   

(i)  The Spirit makes us alive and gives the gracious help we need to do all 

He calls us to do.   

(ii)  If you want to be holy, you must look to Christ for His Spirit.   

(iii)  Let me close with a final quote from John Owen.  He writes, “In vain is 

help looked for from other mountains; in vain do men spend their strength 

in following after righteousness, if this be wanting.  Fix thy soul here; thou 

shalt not tarry until thou be ashamed.  This is the way, the only way, to 

obtain full, effectual manifestations of the Spirit’s dwelling in us; to have 

our hearts purified, our consciences purged, our sins mortified, our graces 

increased, our souls made humble, holy, zealous, believing, — like to him; 

to have our lives fruitful, our deaths comfortable.  Let us herein abide, 

eyeing Christ by faith, to attain that measure of conformity to him which is 

allotted unto us in this world, that when we shall see him as he is, we may 

be like unto him” (Communion, 254-255).   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


