
“Come to Jesus” 

(Mark 3:7-12) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Two weeks ago, we saw what the people are like the Lord sends us to minister 

to:   

a.  They’re fault-finders – they will look for anything they can find in us that’s 

wrong or smacks of hypocrisy.   

b.  They’re unreasonable – they won’t listen to the truth, no matter how earnest 

or convincing you might be.   

c.  They’re blind – they won’t acknowledge anything good in what you say or 

do.   

d.  And they will try to use whatever you say against you.   

e.  Of course, not everyone will be this hard – this was the condition of the 

hardest in Israel (the Pharisees) – but everyone will have this hardness to one 

degree or another.   

 

2.  Last week, we saw how to minister to people like this:   

a.  We are to understand that this is their condition – don’t be deceived into 

thinking they are any otherwise.   

b.  We are to be ready to reason with them – even though they may reject 

whatever you say, that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t try to present an argument 

for the truth.   

(i)  The Lord may use what you say to convert them.  

(ii)  He will certainly hold them accountable for what they hear.   

 

c.  We are also to bridle our hearts – you may become angry at their attitude and 

response, but you must allow compassion to temper your response.   

d.  And you must make sure you’re not intimidated by their ungodly attitude:   

(i)  Don’t compromise the message because of how you think they’ll respond.   

(ii)  And especially don’t let fear stop you from giving them the Gospel.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, let’s consider another facet of evangelism that we might not think 

about as often as we should:  not everyone who “comes” to Jesus comes for the 

right reasons or in a saving way.   

a.  Mark tells us that Jesus’ influence continued to grow.   

(i)  It was attracting the attention of the Pharisees – who now were plotting 

with the Herodians to kill Him – which may be why He now withdraws to 

the Sea of Galilee.   

(ii)  But it was also attracting the attention of virtually everyone else – so 

much so people from everywhere were following Him (vv. 7-8).   
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(a)  People from Galilee – which is where He was and had been 

ministering for some time.   

(b)  Those from the south – from Judea in general, and its capital city, 

Jerusalem.   

(c)  They came from even further south – from Idumea, south of Judea, 

from the land that used to belong to the descendants of Esau (Edom).   

(d)  They came from the east, beyond the Jordan.   

(e)  And they came from the north, from Tyre and Sidon, which are in 

Phoenicia.   

(f)  People from everywhere were coming to Jesus.   

 

b.  But why did they come?   

(i)  They came because they had heard about the great things He had done (v. 

8).   

(ii)  They came to be healed – those with afflictions were pressing around 

Him, trying to touch Him (v. 10).   

(iii)  They were coming to be delivered from demonic possession – those 

with unclean spirits were falling down before Him and confessing that He 

was the Son of God (v. 11).   

(iv)  There were so many, Jesus told His disciples to have a boat ready just in 

case they crowded Him too much.   

 

c.  But, were they coming for the right reason?   

(i)  Miracles were meant to attract people, but not to the miracles themselves.   

(ii)  They were meant to point them to Jesus as the Messiah, so that by 

coming to Him, they might have salvation.   

(iii)  There are many today who “come” to Jesus, but are they coming for the 

right reasons?   

(iv)  Have you come for the right reason?   

 

2.  This morning, let’s consider two things:   

a.  First, it’s important that you come to Jesus.   

b.  But, second, you must come to Him for the right reasons.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, it’s important that you come to Jesus.   

1.  Mark tells us that a great multitude followed Jesus.   

a.  They were following Him because of His miracles.   

b.  That’s why Jesus did them – to get their attention, so that they would come.   

(i)  It’s not that miracles could convert them – Jesus knew they couldn’t – He 

knew that the many who saw them, and even experienced them, would 

later denounce Him before Pilate – miracles can’t convert anyone.   

(ii)  But they can get attention, at least long enough to preach the Gospel.   

(iii)  Jesus did these miracles because He wanted them to come, to hear the 

Gospel, because this was the day of salvation.  
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2.  He wants you to come to Him as well.   

a.  He wants to get your attention, so that you will listen.   

(i)  He doesn’t do it through miracles any more.   

(ii)  He does so through His Word and Spirit.   

(a)  He shows you your sin through the Law.   

(b)  He calls you to come to Him through the Gospel.   

(c)  He also applies these things to your conscience by His Spirit to make 

you concerned for your soul, enough to come to Him.   

 

b.  He doesn’t just call you, He also seeks.   

(i)  He is the One who leaves His ninety-nine who are safe and seeks the one 

that is lost.   

(ii)  He sweeps His house looking for His lost coin because it is precious to 

Him.   

(iii)  He comes to seek and save the lost.   

 

c.  You can know that He is seeking you,  

(i)  When you feel convicted because of your sins.   

(ii)  When you begin to want to come to Him as He offers Himself to you in 

the Gospel.   

(iii)  When you begin to seek Him.   

(a)  If you are concerned for your souls this morning, then seek the Lord.   

(1)  This isn’t something you do once and then stop when you believe 

you’ve found Him.   

(2)  This is something you should do your whole life – until you 

actually enter into heaven.   

 

(b)  If you’re not concerned enough this morning to seek Him, then let that 

fact make you concerned – if you don’t seek the Lord, you may one day 

perish forever.   

 

B.  But remember, in seeking the Lord, in coming to Him, you must come for the right 

reasons.   

1.  Most of those in our passage didn’t come for the right reason.   

a.  Some just wanted to be healed.   

b.  Others wanted to be delivered from evil spirits.   

c.  Still others wanted to see something miraculous.   

d.  They had concerns for their bodies, but not for their souls.   

e.  They weren’t looking for salvation from their sins.   

 

2.  What about you?  Have you come for the right reason?   

a.  Are you following Jesus because your parents told you you should?   

b.  Is it because you have friends who go to church?   

c.  Is it because what you’ve read in the Bible has moved your heart?   

d.  Is it because you were influenced by a powerful personality?   
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(i)  Many people of those who attended the Tabernacle were moved to do so 

by the sheer power of Spurgeon’s oratory and popularity.   

(ii)  Whitefield’s presence was so powerful that one person was moved to 

tears just by the way he turned his head.   

 

e.  There are people who go to church just because they like the worship music.   

f.  Some go because they serve sandwiches and have a bouncy house for the 

children.   

g.  Some come to Him because they want money, or fame, or glory.   

h.  Some of these things are legitimate motivations, some of them aren’t – but if 

these are the only reasons you’re seeking Him, they’re not enough.   

 

3.  Why should you seek Him?   

a.  Most of all, for the good of your soul.   

(i)  To have your guilt taken away.   

(ii)  To break the hold sin has on your heart.   

(iii)  To be reconciled to God.   

(iv)  To be saved from hell.   

(v)  To have fellowship with God, and to enter finally into heaven.   

 

b.  The people we read about, for the most part, received what they came for:   

a.  They were healed, they were delivered from their spiritual possession.   

b.  But sadly, most, if not all of them, left without what they needed the most:  

salvation – these were the ones that rejected Jesus when He was on trial 

and demanded that He be handed over for crucifixion.   

 

4.  Don’t come to where Jesus calls you week after week and go away without His 

grace.   

a.  Don’t turn away from Him for the crumbs of this world.   

b.  Receive the grace He offers you.   

(i)  He promises to give you something far more valuable than healing, 

wealth, fame or power.   

(ii)  He will give you salvation from hell and eternal life.   

(iii)  He will give you everlasting peace and happiness.   

(iv)  What He gives is far better than anything you have ever experienced in 

this world.   

 

c.  If that’s what you want this morning, then come to Him.   

(i)  The One who healed the sick, who cast out demons, who raised the dead, 

is able to do what He promises for you.   

(ii)  He will free you from God’s judgment; He will prepare a place for you in 

heaven.  Amen.   

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


