
“Come Out and Be Separate” 
(Genesis 12:1-3)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw God’s judgment at Babel.   
a.  In just one hundred years after the Flood, the world had become corrupt again.   
b.  They had already forgotten God’s judgments on the world and His merciful and 

miraculous deliverance of their forefather Noah and his family.   
c.  They were resisting God’s plan for them – they wanted to remain united – together in 

one community with one language – and so they built a city – called Babel – and a 
tower – as a rallying point.   

d.  But if they remained together, this would spell disaster for the church.   
e.  And so the Lord changed their languages, and He dispersed them to their appointed 

places.   
 

2.  But we need to bear in mind that though this was judgment, the Lord was still working 
to move His plan forward.   
a.  He preserved the church through this event.   
b.  But He also placed His people through whom Messiah would come in a central 

location where evangelizing would be much more effective in the future.   
c.  We see something of how this worked on the Day of Pentecost, when the Lord 

brought all those Jews together who had been scattered throughout the Roman 
Empire to hear His people speak in their languages the wonderful works of God, or 
the Gospel.   

d.  He divided the nations by dividing their languages; at Pentecost, He began the 
process of bringing them back together by giving again the gift of languages.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  We move on now from the second period of redemptive history – from the Fall to 
Abraham – to the third – from the calling of Abraham to Moses.   
a.  Here we see a further narrowing of the line through whom Messiah would come and 

the line the Lord would preserve in order to bring Him into the world:  the family of 
Abraham.   

b.  The Lord called Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldeans to Haran, and then from Haran 
to Canaan.   

c.  We’ve just seen how the Lord separated the world at Babel because of their idolatry.   
d.  Now the Lord saw it further necessary to separate His people from the world in order 

to preserve them.   
 

2.  We’ll consider two things this morning:   
a.  First, that the church was again in danger of being swallowed up by the world.   
b.  Second, so the Lord did something new, calling His church to become physically 

separate from the world.   
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II.  Sermon.   
A.  Again, the church was in danger of being swallowed up by the world.   

1.  The church had been preserved in Abraham’s ancestors, as we’ve seen.   
a.  Through Seth’s line to Noah.   
b.  And then through Shem in Noah’s line.   

 
2.  But now those of the godly line in that country were falling away, or were in danger of 

doing so.   
a.  Humanly speaking, within another generation or two, the godly line would have 

fallen away entirely.   
b.  Why?  Because of the idolatry of that land.   

(i)  Abraham was called from the land the Chaldeans (Gen. 11:31) – Babel was its 
most prominent city.   

(ii)  In Scripture it is called the land of idols.  The Lord said through Jeremiah the 
prophet, “‘A sword against the Chaldeans,’ declares the LORD, ‘and against the 
inhabitants of Babylon and against her officials and her wise men!  A sword 
against the oracle priests, and they will become fools!  A sword against her 
mighty men, and they will be shattered!  A sword against their horses and against 
their chariots and against all the foreigners who are in the midst of her, and they 
will become women!  A sword against her treasures, and they will be plundered!  
A drought on her waters, and they will be dried up!  For it is a land of idols, and 
they are mad over fearsome idols” (Jer. 50:35-38).   

(iii)  It was from there that idolatry and false religion spread out to the other nations.   
 

c.  Because things had only deteriorated since the building of the tower, the Lord saw it 
was time to call Abraham to a distant country, to separate him from the rest of the 
world, to give him the light of His Word and the blessing of His promise, while the 
rest of the world would continue to be swallowed up by idolatry.   
(i)  The Lord did not give Abraham any inheritance in that nation, not even a place to 

set his foot, but called him out to a land far away, putting a great distance between 
him and this idolatrous county so that he and his family might be separated from 
the world.   

(ii)  It might have been a daunting thing to leave everything you know to go to a 
place you have never seen.   

(iii)  But he was encouraged by the fact that the Lord had set him apart to receive His 
truth and His promises.   

(iv)  And so he went out, looking for that city that has foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God (Heb. 11:10).   

 
B.  This was a new way that God was dealing with His church, something He hadn’t done 

before.   
1.  Before the church and the world lived together with nothing to keep them separate.   

a.  Before the flood, this living together in one society tempted the sons of the godly 
line to intermarry with the daughters of the ungodly line – this is why it almost 
became extinct.  (Sometimes we forget that though God is sovereign, He uses means 
to His ends – those means are the free actions of men.  If the church draws near to 
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the world in its heart, the world can and will tempt it to apostasy, as we’ll see again 
and again in Scripture).   

b.  God fenced the church in those days by drowning the world and saving His church in 
the ark.   
(i)  The world had again become corrupt.  But instead of destroying the world again 

and saving Abraham’s family in an ark, He called them out of the world to live 
separately.   

(ii)  We are now roughly half-way between the Fall of man (around 4000 B.C.) and 
the coming of Christ (around 3 B.C.).  The call of Abraham was about 1875 B.C.   

 
2.  This is the way the Lord would preserve His church until the coming of Christ.   

a.  Once they were separated, the Lord would entrust His Word, types, prophecies and 
the history of His work to His church, to teach them about Christ’s coming so they 
would be ready, to keep them separate until Christ would come, and to be the place 
from which He would send His Gospel when the fullness of time had come.   

b.  This wouldn’t have been possible if the church had been entwined with the world for 
the next two thousand years.   

c.  We might look at Abraham’s calling as a new foundation God laid for the church.   
(i)  Abraham is represented in Scripture as the father of the whole church, of all the 

faithful – both of Jews and Gentiles – a root from which, through Christ, the 
church would grow, of which Christ was the branch of righteousness.   

(ii)  The church today is the same tree that started with that small beginning, but 
which has now spread its branches over most of the world and which will fill the 
earth, and finally be transplanted from this earthly soil into the paradise of God.   

(iii)  To accomplish this great work, the church had to be separate.   
 
III.  Application.  God’s way of working has changed, but some things haven’t.   

A.  In a very important sense, we are no longer called to be separate from the world.   
1.  At least this is true in a physical, societal sense.   

a.  God has not called us to be physically separated from the world as Abraham and 
Israel were.   

b.  They were an entirely separate community and society.   
c.  To be saved, men would have to come to Israel and become part of her.   

 
2.  Now the Lord has called us to go out (Matt. 28:18-20) and has sprinkled us like salt in 

the world – the church exists in many nations.   
a.  Christ sent His disciples out to evangelize the world, not to shun it.   
b.  In many ways, we have returned to the situation of the church prior to the calling of 

Abraham.   
c.  It’s almost as if the Lord saw that His fledgling church wouldn’t survive in the days 

of Abraham while mingled with the world.   
(i)  And so He took it apart and nurtured it until it reached maturity (Gal. 4:1-2).   
(ii)  Then He sent it into the world again, this time equipped with His full revelation 

and a greater measure of His Spirit, to affect the world with the Gospel.   
 
B.  On the other hand, in a very real sense, we are called to be separate from the world.   

1.  Since we are living in community with the world, we need to be careful.   
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a.  We know how the world influences the church.   
b.  We know what the contemporary church has become.   

(i)  It’s been said that the church is always about one generation behind the world in 
its morality.   

(ii)  It seems far too often that it shares the same morality.   
(iii)  The influence of the world is very strong.   
 

2.  So what are we to do?   
a.  Though we are not physically separate, we must remain separate in our hearts:   

(i)  We must not love the world or the things of the world.   
(a)  Of course we can appreciate its beauty and the way the physical earth reveals 

the glory of God.   
(b)  There are many things in the world that are good that we can enjoy.   
(c)  But we are not to love the immoral and unethical things of the kingdom of 

darkness that are in the world – anything contrary to God’s Word and His 
standard of holiness.   

(d)  We are to keep ourselves unstained by the world (James 1:27).   
 

(ii)  We must not become unequally yoked with the world.   
(a)  We can interact with people, love them for Christ’s sake, serve them and 

minister the Gospel to them.   
(b)  But we are not to enter into close friendships, business partnerships, or 

marriage with them.   
(c)  We are light, they are darkness; spiritually, we have nothing in common.   
 

b.  We cannot afford to lose our spiritual savor, or we will be of no use to the Lord.   
(i)  Jesus tells us, “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, 

how can it be made salty again?  It is no longer good for anything, except to be 
thrown out and trampled under foot by men” (Matt. 5:13).   

(ii)  If we are true believers, we cannot be lost; but if we are not, we will love the 
world and fall away from the Lord in our pursuit of it.   

(iii)  Even true believers can be entangled and weighed down with sin, so that we 
will not be as effective in our service to the Lord than we otherwise might be 
(Heb. 12:1).   

 
c.  And so we must separate our hearts from the world, attach them to Christ, love Him 

and the Father with all our hearts, be filled with the Spirit and move forward in 
serving the Lord, as being those who are in the world but not of the world.   

d.  You can do this if you are a Christian this morning; the Lord has given you His 
Spirit so that you might.   

e.  But if you can’t, if you love the world too much, if you have nothing of the love of 
the Spirit, you need Christ to change your heart.  Come to Him, trust in Him, turn 
from your sins, and receive the love of God which is in Christ Jesus.  Amen.   


