
“Come, Inherit the Kingdom” 

(Matthew 25:31-46) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last time, we saw when Jesus returns, He will raise and glorify our bodies.   

a.  When we die, our souls will immediately return to God, be perfected, and 

enjoy the blessings of heaven, while our bodies return to the earth from 

which they were taken.   

b.  But when the Lord returns, He will raise our bodies and make them like His 

own glorious body.   

 

2.  Jesus is reigning now and waiting until His enemies are made a footstool for His 

feet.   

a.  Once all of His enemies, but one, have been subdued, He will return.   

b.  The last enemy is death, which He will overcome when He raises our bodies 

from the dead.   

(i)  On that day, they will be made immortal, imperishable, spiritual and 

glorious and will be reunited with our souls.   

(ii)  Then we’ll be prepared to enjoy the New Heavens and the New Earth in 

a way we would not have been able to before.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  But there is one more event that must take place before we will enter into that 

everlasting joy and that is the final judgment.   

a.  When Jesus returns to raise the dead and translate the living, He will gather 

all the nations before Him – absolutely everyone who has ever lived.   

b.  And He will separate them – those who know Him at His right and those who 

don’t on His left; and He will judge them.   

c.  Then He will send them to their eternal dwelling:   

(i)  He will welcome the righteous into the kingdom He has prepared from 

the foundation of the world.   

(ii)  While He will send the wicked into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 

and his angels.   

 

2.  This evening, let’s consider two things:   

a.  First, if you walk with the Lord in holiness from the heart, you will stand in 

His judgment and inherit the kingdom.   

b.  But second, if you don’t turn to the Lord in faith and walk with Him in 

holiness, you will spend eternity in the lake of fire.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, if you walk with the Lord in holiness from the heart, you will stand in His 

judgment and inherit the kingdom.   
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1.  On the day Jesus raises your body from the dead, you will be brought to the 

final judgment.   

a.  We’ve already seen that Jesus raises the dead when He comes again.   

(i)  “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.  But each 

in his own order:  Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at 

His coming” (1 Cor. 15:22-23).   

(ii)  “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 

voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ 

will rise first” (1 Thes. 4:16).   

(iii)  He will also gather the living, “Then we who are alive and remain will 

be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 

and so we shall always be with the Lord” (v. 17).   

 

b.  The reason is that He might judge everyone at one time:  Jesus says in our 

passage, “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels 

with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.  All the nations will be 

gathered before Him” (vv. 31-32).   

(i)  There are not several resurrections and several judgments.   

(ii)  There is one resurrection that all might be judged at one time.   

(iii)  That’s why the resurrection in Scripture is called the Resurrection (Matt. 

22:28), and the judgment is called the Judgment (12:41).   

 

2.  On that day, if you have trusted Jesus Christ, and your life has shown that you 

have through a life of obedience – walking with Him in holiness from the heart 

– you will stand in that judgment and be welcomed into His eternal kingdom.   

a.  You will not be afraid of that day or on that day, because you have been 

saved.   

(i)  If the Lord’s coming is not for a while – as the Bible appears to indicate – 

then the fact that you will have been in heaven when He returns will 

certainly prove to you that you will enter the kingdom.   

(a)  Everyone in heaven will enter the kingdom.   

(b)  Not even one will be lost.   

 

(ii)  Jesus says, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 

Me; and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish” (John 

10:27-28).   

 

b.  If that’s the case, then why will you be there at all?  This judgment really has 

two purposes for you.   

(i)  First, it vindicates your claim to be a believer.   

(a)  Not only for you, but also for the Lord.   

(b)  It will be His proof that you’re His, when He displays the good fruits 

that He produced through your life.   

(c)  “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are 

blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world.  For I was hungry, and you gave Me 
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something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I 

was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I 

was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me’” 

(Matt. 25:34-36).   

(d)  The fact that you do what’s right is the evidence that you belong to 

Him – not merely the fact that you avoid what’s wrong.  John writes, 

“Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices 

righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous” (1 John 3:7).   

 

 (ii)  The second reason is that your works provide the basis on which the 

Lord will reward you.   

(a)  “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 

each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to 

what he has done, whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10).   

(b)  “For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, 

which is Jesus Christ.  Now if any man builds on the foundation with 

gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man’s work will 

become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed 

with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work.  If 

any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a 

reward.  If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he 

himself will be saved, yet so as through fire” (1 Cor. 3:11-15).   

 

(iii)  The Lord will not bring your sins up on that day, as He will for the 

wicked.   

(a)  Because you have trusted Jesus and been cleansed by His blood, you 

will be presented before Him without spot or blemish – as Jesus 

Himself.   

(1)  Jude writes, “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, 

and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with 

great joy, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now 

and forever. Amen” (Jude 1:24-25).   

(2)  And Paul writes, “And although you were formerly alienated and 

hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He has now reconciled 

you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before 

Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach” (Col. 1:21-22).   

 

(b)  This is what you can expect if you are walking with the Lord in 

holiness.  Paul writes, “He has now reconciled you . . . in order to 

present you before Him . . . blameless . . . if indeed you continue in the 

faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the 

hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all 

creation under heaven” (1:21-23).    

(c)  This should motivate you not only to trust Jesus, but to do all you can 

for His glory now, that you might receive a full reward on that day.   
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(d)  Here is another blessing that comes from walking with the Lord – you 

will stand in the judgment and inherit the kingdom.   

 

B.  Second, if you don’t turn to the Lord in faith and walk with Him in holiness, you 

will spend eternity in the lake of fire.   

1.  The sheep aren’t the only ones present at this judgment, there are also the goats.   

a.  The goats, unlike the sheep, didn’t trust in Jesus – they are still dead in their 

sins.   

b.  Their lives testify to this fact.   

(i)  It’s interesting that according to our passage, Jesus will turn to the wicked 

and point out, not the things they did that were bad, but the things they 

didn’t do that were good, “I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; 

I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink,” etc. (Matt. 25:41-43).   

(ii)  He will also point out the sinful things they did – every idle word spoken 

(Matt. 12:36), every bad thought, every evil intention in their hearts.   

(iii)  This reminds us that it’s just as sinful not to do what you should as to do 

the things that you shouldn’t do.  John writes, “The one who practices sin 

is of the devil . . . By this the children of God and the children of the devil 

are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God” (1 

John 3:8, 10).   

 

c.  Those who were in hell to this point, know they will stand among the goats 

and be condemned.   

d.  But those goats that live to the coming of the Lord might be surprised.   

 

2.  The most terrifying thing will be what happens to them on that day.   

a.  Jesus will say, “Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which 

has been prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matt. 25:41).  John also 

writes, “And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he 

was thrown into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15).   

b.  Hell is intolerable – the lake of fire will be worse.   

(i)  In hell, only the soul is tormented.   

(ii)  In this lake of fire, both soul and body will be tormented.   

(a)  This is why the wicked in hell dread this day.  Edwards writes, “The 

separate souls of the wicked, besides the present misery that they 

suffer, shall be in amazing fear of their more full punishment at the day 

of judgment. Though their punishment in their separate state be 

exceedingly dreadful, and far more than they can bear, though it be so 

great as to sink and crush them, yet this is not all. They are reserved for 

a much greater and more dreadful punishment at the day of judgment. 

Their torment will then be vastly augmented, and continue in that 

augmentation to all eternity. Their punishment will be so much greater 

then, that their misery in this separate state is but as an imprisonment 

before an execution.” 

(b)  “When the day of judgment comes they shall rise to the resurrection of 

damnation. . . .  And then must the souls of the wicked enter their 
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bodies again, which will be prepared only to be organs of torment and 

misery. It will be a dreadful sight to them when they come to their 

bodies again, those bodies which were formerly used by them as the 

organs and instruments of sin and wickedness, and whose appetites and 

lusts they indulged and gratified. The parting of soul and body was 

dreadful to them when they died, but their meeting again at the 

resurrection will be more dreadful. They shall receive their bodies 

loathsome and hideous, agreeably to that shame and everlasting 

contempt to which they shall arise. As the bodies of the saints shall 

arise more glorious than when on earth, and shall be like unto Christ's 

glorious body, so we may well suppose that the bodies of the wicked 

will arise proportionably more deformed and hideous. Oftentimes in 

this world a polluted soul is hid in a fine and comely body, but it will 

not be so then when things shall appear as they are. The form and 

aspect of the body shall appear as they are, and the form and aspect of 

the body shall be answerable to the hellish deformity of the soul.”   

(c)  “Then must they appear before their Judge to give up their account. 

They will find no mountains or rocks to fall upon them, that can cover 

them, and hide them from the wrath of the Lamb. Many of them will 

see others at that time, who were formerly their acquaintance, who shall 

appear with glorious bodies, and with joyful countenances and songs of 

praise, and mounting up as with wings to meet the Lord in the air, 

while they are left behind. Many shall see their former neighbors and 

acquaintance, their companions, their brothers, and their wives taken 

and they left. They shall be summoned to go and appear before the 

judgment-seat, and go they must, however unwilling. They must stand 

at Christ's left hand, in the midst of devils and wicked men. This shall 

again add still further amazement, and will cause their horror still to be 

in a further degree than ever. With what horror will that company come 

together! And then shall they be called to their account; then shall be 

brought to light the hidden things of darkness; then shall all the 

wickedness of their hearts be made know; then shall be declared the 

actual wickedness they have been guilty of; then shall appear their 

secret sins that they have kept hid from the eye of the world; then shall 

be manifested in their true light those sins that they used to plead for, 

and to excuse and justify. And then shall all their sins be set forth in all 

their dreadful aggravations, all their filthiness will be brought to light to 

their everlasting shame and contempt. Then it shall appear how heinous 

many of those things were that they in their lifetime made light of; then 

will it appear how dreadful their guilt is in thus ill-treating so glorious 

and blessed a Savior. And all the world shall see it, and many shall rise 

up in judgment against them and condemn them. Their companions 

whom they tempted to wickedness, others whom they have hardened in 

sin by their example, shall rise up against many of them; and the 

heathen that have had no advantages in comparison of them, and many 

of whom have yet lived better lives than they, shall rise up against 
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them, and they shall be called to a special account. The Judge will 

reckon with them. They shall be speechless, they shall be struck dumb, 

their own consciences bearing testimony against them, and shall cry 

aloud against them, for they shall then see how great and terrible a God 

he is, against whom they have sinned. Then shall they stand at the left 

hand, while they see others whom they knew on earth sitting at the 

right hand of Christ in glory, shining forth as the sun, accepted of 

Christ, and sitting with him to judge and condemn them.”   

(d)  “Then the sentence of condemnation shall be pronounced by the Judge 

upon them. Mat. 25:41, "Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 

fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." This sentence will be 

pronounced with awful majesty, and there shall be great indignation, 

and dreadful wrath shall then appear in the Judge, and in his voice, with 

which he shall pronounce the sentence. What a horror and amazement 

will these words strike into the hearts of the wicked, on whom they 

shall be pronounced! Every word and syllable shall be like the most 

amazing thunder to them, and shall pierce their souls like the fiercest 

lightning. The Judge will bid them depart from him. He will drive them 

from his presence, as exceedingly abominable to him, and he shall give 

them the epithet accursed. They shall be an accursed company, and he 

will not only bid them depart from his presence, but into everlasting 

fire, to dwell there as their only fit habitation. And what shows the 

dreadfulness of the fire, is, that it is prepared for the devil and his 

angels. They shall lie forever in the same fire in which the devils, those 

grand enemies of God, shall be tormented. When this sentence shall be 

pronounced, there shall be in the vast company at the left hand, 

tremblings and mourning, and crying, and gnashing of teeth, in a new 

manner, beyond all that ever was before. If the devils, those proud and 

lofty spirits, tremble many ages beforehand at the bare thoughts of this 

sentence, how ill they tremble when it comes to be pronounced! And 

how, alas, will wicked men tremble! Their anguish will be aggravated 

by hearing that blessed sentence pronounced on those who shall be at 

the right hand, "Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”  (The Portion of 

the Wicked).   

 

 (iii)  They will be there for two reasons:   

(a)  First, that God’s judgment might be shown to be just when He 

condemns them.   

(b)  Second, to determine at what level this punishment will begin.   

(1)  Those who sinned more will receive greater punishment, while 

those who sinned less will receive less.   

(2)  Jesus says, “And that slave who knew his master’s will and did not 

get ready or act in accord with his will, will receive many lashes, but 

the one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a 

flogging, will receive but few” (Luke 12:47-48).   
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(iv)  But again, this is only the beginning level:  once they are cast into this 

lake, their punishment will only increase.   

(a)  As year after endless year they see the blessedness of heaven.   

(b)  As there is a growing realization of the fact that this punishment will 

never end.   

(c)  As that punishment increases through their continual sins against the 

Lord.   

 

c.  In closing, let me just say this is one place you don’t want to be.   

(i)  Jesus told you in advance so that you could escape it.   

(ii)  And He tells you if you will only trust in Him and turn from your sins 

that you will – He will save you.   

(iii)  So trust in Him now, turn from your sins now.   

(iv)  May the Lord give you the grace to do so.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 

 

 

 

 


