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 Reference: VARIOUS 
 

 Church: GRACE Date: 06/04/06 

The Tenth Commandment 
 
Purpose: To meditate on various facets of the sin of covetousness and to see 
how we may best learn to turn from it in obedience to the 10th Commandment 

1. Introduction 
Returning to Biblical thinking for this quarter 
Here we learn to use the tools we acquire in the other sections of 
the class 
We look at contemporary issues 
We look at how we should live as believers 
We consider the applicability of the Commandments to our lives 
Last time – looked at Biblical worship – considered the first 4 
Commandments – relationship to God 
Now we are going to look at Christian Lifestyle – especially what 
the Commandments teach about relationships to our neighbors 
Beginning with the 10th Commandment as an introduction to the 
role of material things in our lives. 

2. What is the 10th Commandment? 
Exodus 20:17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not 
covet your neighbor’s wife or his male servant or his female servant or his 
ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”  

3. What Does Coveting mean? 
cov•et•ous \'k?-v?-t?s\ adjective 
(13th century) 

1 : marked by inordinate desire for wealth or possessions or for another’s 
possessions 

2 : having a craving for possession (covetous of power) 
— cov•et•ous•ly adverb 
— cov•et•ous•ness noun 
synonymy COVETOUS, GREEDY, ACQUISITIVE, GRASPING, AVARICIOUS 
mean having or showing a strong desire for especially material 
possessions. COVETOUS implies inordinate desire often for another’s 
possessions (covetous of his brother’s country estate). GREEDY stresses 

lack of restraint and often of discrimination in desire (greedy for status 
symbols). ACQUISITIVE implies both eagerness to possess and ability to 
acquire and keep (an eagerly acquisitive mind). GRASPING adds to 
COVETOUS and GREEDY an implication of selfishness and often suggests 
unfair or ruthless means (a hard grasping trader who cheated the 
natives). AVARICIOUS implies obsessive acquisitiveness especially of 
money and strongly suggests stinginess (an avaricious miser).1  
 
COVETOUSNESS. The Hebrews visualized the soul as full of vigorous 
desires which urged it to extend its influence over other persons and 
things.  

• ?ama?, to desire a neighbour’s possessions : 
Micah 2:2 They covet fields and then seize them, And houses, and take 
them away. They rob a man and his house, A man and his inheritance.  

• be?a‘, the desire for dishonest gain  
Proverbs 28:16 A leader who is a great oppressor lacks understanding, 
But he who hates unjust gain will prolong his days.  
Jeremiah 6:13 “For from the least of them even to the greatest of them, 
Everyone is greedy for gain, And from the prophet even to the priest 
Everyone deals falsely.  

• ’awâ, selfish desire (Pr. 21:26).  
Proverbs 21:26 All day long he is craving, While the righteous gives and 
does not hold back.  

These are all rendered in AV by ‘covetousness’. The OT places 
covetousness under a ban (Ex. 20:17), and Achan is stoned for the crime 
in Jos. 7:16–26. 
 
Gk. epithymia expresses any intense desire, which if misdirected may be 
concentrated on money: 

Acts 20:33 “I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or clothes.  
1 Timothy 6:9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a 
snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin 
and destruction.  
Romans 7:7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On 
the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; 
for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, 
“YOU SHALL NOT COVET .”  

Gk. pleonexia generally expresses ruthless self-assertion,  
2 Corinthians 2:11 so that no advantage would be taken of us by 
Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.  

                                                
1Merriam-Webster, I. (1996, c1993). Merriam-Webster's collegiate 
dictionary. Includes index. (10th ed.). Springfield, Mass., U.S.A.: 
Merriam-Webster. 
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2 Corinthians 7:2 Make room for us in your hearts; we wronged no one, 
we corrupted no one, we took advantage of no one.  

which is applied to possessions: 
Luke 12:15 Then He said to them, “Beware, and be on your guard against 
every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his 
life consist of his possessions.”  

and repudiated by Christ: 
Mark 7:20 And He was saying, “That which proceeds out of the man, that 
is what defiles the man. 21 “For from within, out of the heart of men, 
proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, 22 
deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, 
slander, pride and foolishness. 23 “All these evil things proceed from 
within and defile the man.”  

The word is often associated with immorality in lists of vices: 
Ephesians 4:19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves 
over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with 
greediness.  

and, being in essence the worship of self, is characterized as the ultimate 
idolatry: 

Ephesians 5:5 For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure 
person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and God.  
Colossians 3:5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as 
dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which 
amounts to idolatry.  

It can be rendered greed, covetousness, avarice 
Gk. zelos is used to inculcate an intense desire for spiritual gifts: 

1 Corinthians 12:31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show 
you a still more excellent way.  
but it describes a very sordid carnal strife in Jas. 4:2 
James 4:2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are 
envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have 
because you do not ask. 2  

4. When did Coveting have its origin? 
Genesis 3:6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make 
one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her 
husband with her, and he ate.  

5. What did the Puritans say? 
Covetousness is dry drunkenness. THOMAS WATSON  
He is not a covetous man, who lays up something providentially; but 

he is a covetous man, who gives out nothing willingly. 
WILLIAM SECKER  

                                                
2Wood, D. R. W., & Marshall, I. H. (1996). New Bible dictionary (3rd ed.) 
(238). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press. 

Non–satisfying:  
A ship may be overladen with silver, even unto sinking, and yet 

space enough be left to hold ten times more. So a covetous man, though 
he have enough to sink him, yet never hath he enough to satisfy him.... a 
circle cannot fill a triangle, so neither can the whole world the heart of 
man; a man may as easily fill a chest with grace, as the heart with gold. 
JOHN TRAPP  
The ultimate folly:  

The miser deprives himself of this world and God will deprive him 
of the next. THOMAS ADAMS  

They are fools that fear to lose their wealth by giving, but fear not to 
lose themselves by keeping it. JOHN TRAPP  

Covetousness is called idolatry, which is worse than infidelity, Col. 
3:5; for it is less rebellion not to honour the king, than to set up another 
king against him . . . HENRY SMITH  
The Christian answer:  

Christianity teacheth me that what I charitably give alive, I carry 
with me dead; and experience teacheth me that what I leave behind, I 
lose. I will carry that treasure with me by giving it, which the worldling 
loseth by keeping it; so, while his corpse shall carry nothing but a 
winding cloth to his grave, I shall be richer under the earth than I was 
above it. JOSEPH HALL  

To dispense our wealth liberally, is the best way to preserve it. 
ISAAC BARROW  

Note well:  
It is commonly said that covetousness is one of the reigning sins of 

old age. How strange that it should be so! Especially considering what 
they have seen, and known, and it may be, felt of the emptiness and 
uncertainty of riches. They have witnessed how often they make 
themselves wings. What! and not yet convinced! What! almost at the end 
of thy journey, and yet loading thyself with thick clay! Think of the time 
of day. It is almost night; even sun–set. And art thou unmindful of the 
grave? The body is bending downwards, let the heart be upwards. 

PHILIP HENRY  

6. Is Covetousness a Problem in Our Day? 
How does it manifest itself in the world? 
How does it manifest itself in the church? 
More time to consider in detail next week 
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7. How should we live as Believers? 
Question:     What Is Required In the Tenth Commandment? 
Answer:     The Tenth Commandment Requires, Full Contentment 
With Our Own Condition, With A Right and Charitable Frame of 
Spirit Towards Our Neighbor, and All That Is His. 

QUESTION 1: What does the tenth commandment require, in 
reference to ourselves? 

ANSWER: The tenth commandment requires in reference to 
ourselves, full contentment with our own condition. “Let your 
conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as 
ye have” (Heb. 13:5). 

QUESTION 2: How does contentment with our own condition 
consist? 

ANSWER: Contentment with our own condition consists in our free 
acquiescence and complacency with God’s disposal of us, whereby we 
like our present condition, as best, and most fit for us. 

QUESTION 3: How may we attain contentment in a prosperous 
condition, when we abound in wealth and the good things of this life? 

ANSWER: We may attain contentment in a prosperous condition, 
and when we abound in wealth and the good things of this life: 1. By not 
setting our hearts too much on, nor expecting too much from, any of 
these things. “If riches increase, set not your heart upon them” (Ps. 
62:10). “Take heed and beware of covetousness; for mans life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). 2. 
By placing our chief happiness in God and things above, and chiefly 
seeking to enjoy God in the good things which we have. “The Lord is the 
portion of mine inheritance, and of my Clip: thou maintainest my lot. 
The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; I have a goodly heritage” 
(Ps. 16:5, 6). 3. By readiness to distribute to the necessities of others, 
which is accompanied with God’s love and blessing, who gives the 
greatest comfort in these things to such. “God loveth a cheerful giver. 
And God is able to make all grace abound towards you, that ye always, 
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound unto every good work” 
(2 Cor. 9:7, 8). 4. By prayer, and seeking God through Christ for this 
grace of contentment, without which the more we have in the world, the 
more our desires after increase will be enlarged and the less we shall be 
satisfied. 

QUESTION 4: How may we attain contentment in a lowliness and 
afflicted condition? 

ANSWER: We may attain contentment in a low, poor and afflicted 
condition: 1. By attaining true godliness, to which alone true contentment 
is accompanied. “Godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Tim. 6:6). 
2. By being fully persuaded of, seriously and understandingly eyeing the 
wise and good hand of God’s providence in his disposal of us, and 
bringing any affliction upon us. “The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21). “I was dumb, and I 
opened not my mouth, because thou didst it” (Ps. 39:9). “I know O Lord, 
that thy judgments are right, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted 
me” (Ps. 119:75). 3. By getting an interest and trusting in God’s promise 
to cause all things, even the worst things that can befall us, to work 
together for our good. “And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God to them who are the called according to his 
purpose” (Rom. 8:28). 4. By humility, and a deep sense of our 
undeservings and ill deserving at God’s hands for our sins. “I am not 
worthy of the least of all thy mercies, and of all the truth which thou hast 
showed unto thy servant” (Gen. 32:10). “O Lord, to us belongeth 
confusion of face, because we have sinned against thee” (Dan. 9:8). 5. 
By looking to others better than ourselves, who have been lower in the 
world and more afflicted than we have been. Our Savior had not where to 
lay his head; and those of whom the world was not worthy had no certain 
dwelling place in the world and many of them destitute, afflicted, and 
tormented. 6. By laboring so much the more to abound in spiritual riches, 
the less we have of temporal; and if we have no earthly inheritance to 
secure our right to, living by faith upon our heavenly inheritance; hereby 
the poorest some become the richest, and those that have most outward 
trouble have most inward joy “Hath not God chosen the poor of this 
world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to 
them that love him?” (James 2:5). “Having received the word in much 
affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost” (1 Thess. 1:6). 7. Considering 
how we brought nothing into the world, and that we can carry nothing 
with us out of it. “Naked came I out of my mothers womb, and naked 
shall I return thither” (Job 1:21). “For we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and 
raiment, let us be therewith content” (1 Tim. 6:7, 8). 8. By going to 
Christ to teach us the lesson of universal contentment, and fetching 
strength from him to exercise this grace in every condition. “I speak in 
respect of want; for I have learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith to 
be content. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound; 
everywhere and in all things, I am instructed both to be full and to be 
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hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:11–13). 

QUESTION 5: What does the tenth commandment require, in 
reference unto our neighbor? 

ANSWER: The tenth commandment requires, in reference unto our 
neighbor, a right and charitable frame of spirit towards him, and all that 
is his. 

QUESTION 6: How does this right and charitable frame of spirit 
toward our neighbor, and all that is his, consist? 

ANSWER: This right and charitable frame of spirit towards our 
neighbor, and all that is his, consists: 1. In our affections of love, desire, 
and delight, towards and in our neighbor, and his welfare; together with 
grief and sorrow with and for our neighbors evil and sufferings. “Be 
kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love. Rejoice with them 
that rejoice, and weep with them that weep” (Rom. 12:10, 15). 
“Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them, and them which 
suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body” (Heb. 13:3). 2. In 
a ready disposition and habitual inclination unto these affections towards 
our neighbor. 

QUESTION 7: How may we attain such affections and dispositions 
towards our neighbor? 

ANSWER: We may attain such affections and dispositions towards 
our neighbor: 1. By getting the law of God written in our hearts, whereby 
we are brought into a love of the law and to an inclination to do it. “I will 
put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts” (Heb. 8:10). 
2. By getting our affections chiefly set upon God, which will incline us 
to any right affections one towards another. “Every one that loveth him 
that begat, loveth him also that is begotten of him” (1 John 5:1). 3. By 
faith in Jesus Christ, which worketh the heart both to a true love to God 
and towards one another. “But faith which worketh by love” (Gal. 5:6). 
4. By looking unto, and following the example of, Jesus Christ. “And 
walk in love as Christ also loved us, and hath himself for us” (Eph. 5:2).3  

8. Conclusions 

                                                
3Vincent, T. (1996). A family instructional guide. Index created by 
Christian Classics Foundation. (electronic edition based on the first 
Banner of Truth ed., 1980.). Simpsonville SC: Christian Classics 
Foundation. 

How serious a problem is the sin of covetousness for us today? 
Have we defined it clearly here? 
Have we explored its various facets and aspects? 
Have we seen what the Lord requires in contrast? 
Have we found guidance to help us keep the 10th Commandment? 
 
Next week we will build from this foundation as we begin to 
consider the concept of Christian stewardship. 
 


