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 Reference: VARIOUS 
 

 Church: GRACE Date: 06/11/06 

Biblical Stewardship 
 
Purpose: To meditate on various facets of stewardship so we may seek to be 
better sterwards of all that the Lord has given us 

1. Introduction 
Last week – 10th commandment – do not covet 
What does coveting mean? 
When did it begin? 
Why did Thomas Watson say it is dry drunkenness? 
How should we seek to behave toward God? 
How should we seek to be contented when we prosper? 
How should we seek to be contented when we are poorer? 
How should we behave toward our neighbor? 
How may we gain the right dispositions towards our neighbor? 
 
This week –attempt to develop a Biblical position on stewardship. 

2. What is Stewardship? 
1 : the office, duties, and obligations of a steward 
2 : the conducting, supervising, or managing of something; 

especially : the careful and responsible management of something 
entrusted to one’s care 1  

In the NT, Greek word is ofton Oikonomos – household manager 

3. Basic Principles 

3.1. All things belong to God 
Psalm 50:10 “For every beast of the forest is Mine, The cattle on a 
thousand hills. 11 “I know every bird of the mountains, And everything that 

                                                
1Merriam-Webster, I. (1996, c1993). Merriam-Webster's collegiate 
dictionary. Includes index. (10th ed.). Springfield, Mass., U.S.A.: 
Merriam-Webster. 

moves in the field is Mine. 12 “If I were hungry I would not tell you, For the 
world is Mine, and all it contains.  
Psalm 100:3 Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made 
us, His we are; His people and the sheep of His pasture.  
John 1:3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him 
nothing came into being that has come into being.  

3.2. Nothing truly belongs to us 
1 Corinthians 4:7 For who regards you as superior? What do you have 
that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if 
you had not received it?  

3.3. God requires us to function as stewards 
over those things He entrusts to us 

Luke 19:12 So He said, “A nobleman went to a distant country to receive 
a kingdom for himself, and then return. 13 “And he called ten of his slaves, 
and gave them ten minas and said to them, ‘Do business with this until I 
come back.’ 14 “But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after 
him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to reign over us.’ 15 “When he 
returned, after receiving the kingdom, he ordered that these slaves, to 
whom he had given the money, be called to him so that he might know 
what business they had done. 16 “The first appeared, saying, ‘Master, 
your mina has made ten minas more.’ 17 “And he said to him, ‘Well done, 
good slave, because you have been faithful in a very little thing, you are to 
be in authority over ten cities.’ 18 “The second came, saying, ‘Your mina, 
master, has made five minas.’ 19 “And he said to him also, ‘And you are 
to be over five cities.’ 20 “Another came, saying, ‘Master, here is your 
mina, which I kept put away in a handkerchief; 21 for I was afraid of you, 
because you are an exacting man; you take up what you did not lay down 
and reap what you did not sow.’ 22 “He said to him, ‘By your own words I 
will judge you, you worthless slave. Did you know that I am an exacting 
man, taking up what I did not lay down and reaping what I did not sow? 23 
‘Then why did you not put my money in the bank, and having come, I 
would have collected it with interest?’ 24 “Then he said to the bystanders, 
‘Take the mina away from him and give it to the one who has the ten 
minas.’ 25 “And they said to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas already.’ 26 “I 
tell you that to everyone who has, more shall be given, but from the one 
who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away.  

Consider also parable of talents (Matt 25:14ff) 

3.4. The more we are given, the greater our 
responsibility 

Luke 12:47 “And that slave who knew his master’s will and did not get 
ready or act in accord with his will, will receive many lashes, 48 but the 
one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will 
receive but few. From everyone who has been given much, much will be 
required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the 
more.  
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4. Digging a bit Deeper 
Some questions follow: 

• What are the things of which we have been made stewards? 
• How shall we be wise stewards of each of them? 

4.1. Bodies 
Have we been made stewards of these bodies? 
What are the Scriptures we might turn to to support that fact? 

Isaiah 43:1 But now, thus says the LORD, your Creator, O Jacob, And He 
who formed you, O Israel, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 
called you by name; you are Mine!  
1 Corinthians 6:15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of 
Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them 
members of a prostitute? May it never be! 16 Or do you not know that the 
one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, 
“THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.” 17 But the one who joins himself to 
the Lord is one spirit with Him. 18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a 
man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his 
own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your 
own? 20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in 
your body.  

Practical implications of stewardship of these bodies? 
They are not our own to do with as we please 
We should nurture them and care for them 

Ephesians 5:29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and 
cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church,  

Food (not gluttony), Exercise (not to excess), maintenance (hair, 
nails, washing, recreation, sleep(!) etc. 
They are also temples of the Holy Spirit, members of Christ 
We should glorify God in them – sexual purity is one application  

4.2. Time 
Have we been made stewards of time? 
What Scriptures would support such a view? 

Ephesians 5:16 making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  
Proverbs 6:9 How long will you lie down, O sluggard? When will you arise 
from your sleep? 10 “A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the 
hands to rest”— 11 Your poverty will come in like a vagabond And your 
need like an armed man.  

We are to redeem the time, make the most of every opportunity 
Bible calls it “wicked” to be lazy, idle and unprofitable 
 

Practical implications of the fact that we are stewards of time? 
Our times are not our own – they are His 
We are to seek to be productive with them 
We are to seek God’s glory in every moment 

1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, 
do all to the glory of God.  

Does this also have implications for the Lord’s Day? 
How did the “Holy Club” seek to live to honor this principle? 
How should we not use time? 
Can we use it for sinful activities? 
Can we greedily hoard time and be selfish with it? 
Shouldn’t we rather be generous with it for the sake of the church? 

4.3. Gifts/abilities 
Have we been made stewards of gifts and abilities? 
What Scriptures would support such a view? 
Parables of minas and talents 

1 Peter 4:10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving 
one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  

Practical implications of the fact that we are stewards of gifts and 
abilities? 
Should they lie dormant? If not, what? 
We should develop them – maximize their potential 
We must seek to use them well 
In the church – we are not to sit back while others do things we are 
gifted to do – unless particular circumstances intervene 
We are to use our gifts for the benefit of the whole body 
Above all, we must seek God’s glory in their use – He is the source 
How should we not be with our gifts? 
Boastful, proud, condescending 

4.4. Children 
Parents - Have we been made stewards of children? 
What Scriptures would support such a view? 

Genesis 33:5 He lifted his eyes and saw the women and the children, and 
said, “Who are these with you?” So he said, “The children whom God has 
graciously given your servant.”  
Psalm 127:3 Behold, children are a gift of the LORD, The fruit of the womb 
is a reward.  



02_Stewardship.doc  02_Stewardship.doc 
 

5  6 
 

Practical implications of the fact that we are stewards of children? 
We are to provide for them, defend them, teach them, pray for 
them, seek their highest and best in everything 
And to present them to Him who entrusted their care to us 
Seeking that He would take them to Himself 
How should we not be with our children? 
Possessive – they are not ours, ultimately, we hold them in trust 

4.5. Money and possessions 
Have we been made stewards of money and possessions? 
What Scriptures would support such a view? 
Parables of talents and minas 

Luke 16:9 “And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by means of the 
wealth of unrighteousness [i.e. Mammon], so that when it fails, they will 
receive you into the eternal dwellings. 10 “He who is faithful in a very little 
thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little 
thing is unrighteous also in much. 11 “Therefore if you have not been 
faithful in the use of unrighteous wealth, who will entrust the true riches to 
you? 12 “And if you have not been faithful in the use of that which is 
another’s, who will give you that which is your own? 13 “No servant can 
serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
else he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and wealth.”  

Practical implications of the fact that we are stewards of money 
and possessions? 
They are not ours – we hold them in trust for Him 
They should not possess us 
We should use them for the glory of God who gave them to us 
Give cheerfully to advance His kingdom and to meet needs of 
brothers and sisters in difficulty 
How should we not be with money and possessions? 
Mean, stingy,  
Boastful, proud 
Covetous, avaricious, greedy 
Does it help to be less emphatic about the possessive pronoun? 
Might this help us have attitudes in line with 10th Commandment? 

4.6. The Earth 
Have we been made stewards of this earth? 
What Scriptures would support such a view? 

Genesis 1:27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He 
created him; male and female He created them. 28 God blessed them; 
and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and 
subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky 
and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 Then God said, 
“Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface 
of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be 
food for you; 30 and to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the 
sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has life, I have given 
every green plant for food”; and it was so.  
Genesis 2:15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the 
garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it.  
Genesis 2:17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.” 18 
Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will 
make him a helper suitable for him.” 19 Out of the ground the LORD God 
formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought 
them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man 
called a living creature, that was its name.  
Genesis 9:1 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. 2 “The fear of you and the terror of 
you will be on every beast of the earth and on every bird of the sky; with 
everything that creeps on the ground, and all the fish of the sea, into your 
hand they are given. 3 “Every moving thing that is alive shall be food for 
you; I give all to you, as I gave the green plant.  

Practical implications of the fact that we are stewards of the earth? 
It is not ours – we hold it in trust for Him 
One aspect of a Biblical view on the environment 
Should seek to use it for His glory 
He is manifested in the things He has created 
We should not obscure that testimony but enhance it where we can 
How should we not be with the earth? 

4.7. The Gospel 
Have we been made stewards of the Gospel? 
What Scriptures would support such a view? 

1 Corinthians 9:16 For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, 
for I am under compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel. 17 
For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have a 
stewardship entrusted to me.  
Titus 1:7 For the overseer must be above reproach as God’s steward, 
not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, 
not fond of sordid gain,  
1 Corinthians 4:1 Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of 
Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 In this case, moreover, it 
is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy.  

Practical implications of the fact that we are stewards of the 
Gospel? 
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We need to seek to know it better and better – it is precious 
We need to live it out in our lives 
The full implications of its Truth should be evident in us 
We need to share it  

– reach out to others with it that they may be saved 
– Encourage one another with its contents and to live 

according to the pattern laid out 
In all things we are to seek His glory in the Gospel 

5. Conclusions 
Does obedience to the 10th Commandment fit in with stewardship? 
How? 
 
We have been given so many things by our gracious Lord and 
Savior – all things! 
 

1 Corinthians 3:21 So then let no one boast in men. For all things belong 
to you, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death 
or things present or things to come; all things belong to you, 23 and you 
belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.  

 
With these priceless gifts comes the responsibility to seek to use 
them all as fully as we can and for the glory of His name 
 
Much more could be said but meditate on these things and seek to 
become a faithful steward in everything that the Lord has entrusted 
to your care! 
 

I've found a Friend, oh, such a Friend! 
  He bled, He died to save me; 
And not alone the gift of life, 

  But His own self He gave me. 
Naught that I have my own I call, 

  I hold it for the Giver; 
My heart, my strength, my life, my all, 

  Are His, and His forever. 


