
“WCF 8:  Christ the Mediator” 
(Lesson Two:  What Did Jesus Do as Our Mediator?) 

 
 
 

WCF 8.3  The Lord Jesus, in His human nature thus united to the divine, was 
sanctified and anointed with the Holy Spirit above measure; having in Him all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge; in whom it pleased the Father that all fullness 
should dwell:  to the end, that being holy, harmless, undefiled, and full of grace and 
truth, He might be thoroughly furnished to execute the office of a Mediator and 
Surety.  Which office He took not unto Himself, but was thereunto called by His 
Father; who put all power and judgment into His hand, and gave Him commandment 
to execute the same.   
III.  Main Idea:  The Father equipped and called Jesus Christ to fulfill the office of 

Mediator.   
A.  Christ was anointed with the Spirit above measure.   

1.  What does the name Christ mean?   
a.  Christ comes from ��������	(Christos:  “the anointed One”) and means the 

same as Messiah.   
b.  He is the One anointed by God with the Spirit to be the Redeemer.   

 
2.  Why was Christ anointed with the Spirit?   

a.  The anointing with oil to consecrate someone to an office in the OT pointed to 
the One who would equip them to fulfill that office:  the Holy Spirit.   
(i)  Kings were anointed for office as an act of consecration, as a symbol of the 

Spirit’s help, and as a picture pointing to Christ:  “Let Zadok the priest and 
Nathan the prophet anoint him there as king over Israel, and blow the 
trumpet and say, ‘Long live King Solomon!’” (1 Kings 1:34).   

(ii)  The same was true of prophets and priests.   
(a)  “Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint as prophet 

in your place” (1 Kings 19:16).   
(b)  “You shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they 

may minister as priests to Me” (Exodus 30:30).   
 

b.  The difference with Christ’s anointing with the Spirit was that it was above 
measure.   
(i)  “For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the 

Spirit without measure” (John 3:34).   
(ii)  This doesn’t mean that there was any problem with the prophet’s message.   
(iii)  But Christ’s anointing enabled Him to fulfill all three offices perfectly.   

 
B.  With the Spirit’s ministry came wisdom and knowledge.   

1.  Christ, as a man, grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and men 
(Luke 2:52).   
a.  Remember, the two natures remain separate, including the knowledge of the 

divine and the human.   
b.  As a man, He didn’t have infinite knowledge and wisdom.   
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c.   And so He was anointed for His ministry with the Spirit of knowledge and 
wisdom.   

 
2.  He was also the revelation of the wisdom and knowledge of God in redemption:  

“Christ . . . in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 
2:2-3).   

 
C.  All the fullness dwelt in Him.   

1.  Fullness of the Spirit and wisdom to do His work, as we’ve seen.   
2.  But in Him is the fullness of God’s provision for both saints and angels.   

a.  “For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, and 
through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the 
blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven” (Col. 1:19-20).   

b.  The result was that He was fully equipped to serve as our Mediator and Surety, 
being holy, harmless, undefiled, full of grace and truth (John 1:14).   

 
D.  The Father called Jesus Christ to fulfill the office of Mediator and clothed Him 

with the authority to rule and to judge.   
1.  He did not simply take this office to Himself, but was called to it by His Father:  

“For every high priest taken from among men is appointed on behalf of men in 
things pertaining to God, in order to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins; he can 
deal gently with the ignorant and misguided, since he himself also is beset with 
weakness; and because of it he is obligated to offer sacrifices for sins, as for the  
people, so also for himself.  And no one takes the honor to himself, but receives it 
when he is called by God, even as Aaron was.  So also Christ did not glorify 
Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who said to Him, ‘You are my Son, 
today I have begotten You’; just as He says also in another passage, ‘You are a 
priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek’” (Heb. 5:1-6).   

 
2.  He also committed all authority and judgment to Him:   

a.  “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given 
to Me in heaven and on earth” (Matt. 28:18).   

b.  “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the 
Son, so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father.  He who does 
not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. . . .  For just as the 
Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in 
Himself; and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the 
Son of Man” (John 5:22-23, 26-27).   

 
WCF 8.4  This office the Lord Jesus did most willingly undertake, which that He may 
discharge, He was made under the law, and did perfectly fulfill it; endured most 
grievous torments immediately in His soul, and most painful sufferings in His body; 
was crucified, and died; was buried, and remained under the power of death, yet saw 
no corruption.  On the third day He arose from the dead, with the same body in 
which He suffered; with which also He ascended into heaven, and there sitteth at the 
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right hand of His Father, making intercession; and shall return to judge men and 
angels at the end of the world.   
IV.  Main Idea:  Christ did all that was necessary to save His people:  He obeyed, 

died, rose, ascended, sat down at the right hand of God, intercedes, and will 
return.   
A.  Jesus was born under the Law and obeyed it to earn a perfect righteousness for 

His people.   
1.  In order to justify us, Jesus had to obey the Law.   

a.  Perfect obedience is the requirement (Matt. 5:48).   
b.  Jesus lived perfectly  (Matt. 5:17).   

 
2.  In order to obey the Law, He had to be born subject to it.   

a.  He took our obligation to fulfill it (Matt. 3:15).   
b.  So He had to be born one of us, under the Law (Gal. 4:4).   

 
B.  Jesus also suffered the wrath of God on the cross and died.   

1.  Jesus suffered the wrath of God on the cross.   
a.  His sufferings actually began when He came into this world and lived among 

sinful men.   
b.  His “passion” began in the garden:  “And He withdrew from them about a 

stone's throw, and He knelt down and began to pray, saying, ‘Father, if You 
are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.’  
Now an angel from heaven appeared to Him, strengthening Him.  And being in 
agony He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became like drops of 
blood, falling down upon the ground” (Luke 22:41-44).  Just the consideration 
of His coming passion caused Him to sweat blood.   

c.  His sufferings included the physical pains of the beatings, the crown of thorns 
and the nails through His hands and feet.   

d.  But His greatest suffering came in bearing our sins and God’s wrath against 
those sins:  “About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, 
‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’  That is, ‘My God, My God, why have You 
forsaken Me?’” (Matt. 27:46).   

 
2.  He died to atone for our sins.   

a.  The wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23); Jesus paid them for us (2 Cor. 5:21).   
b.  He continued under the power of death for three days (Matt. 12:40).   
c.  But His body did not see corruption (Acts 2:27).   

 
C.  He rose the third day with the same body.   

1.  To fulfill prophecy:  “Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up.’  The Jews then said, ‘It took forty-six years to build this 
temple, and will You raise it up in three days?’  But He was speaking of the 
temple of His body.  So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples 
remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word which 
Jesus had spoken” (John 2:19-21).   

2.  It was important that He be raised with the same body.   
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a.  Jesus died to overcome the power of death, to redeem the whole man.   
b.  If He didn’t overcome it Himself, He wouldn’t have done so for us.   
c.  “But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; 

and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is 
vain.  Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we 
testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the 
dead are not raised.  For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been 
raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in 
your sins.  Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished” (1 
Cor. 15:13-18).   

 
D.  He ascended in that same body to heaven.   

1.  The man Christ Jesus went up bodily into heaven (Acts 1:9).   
2.  And He will remain there until the fullness of the time (Acts 3:20-21).   

 
E.  He sat down at the right hand of God.   

1.  After His ascension and presentation to the throne of God, He received a 
kingdom:  “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of 
heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of 
Days And was presented before Him.  And to Him was given dominion, glory and 
a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve 
Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His 
kingdom is one which will not be destroyed” (Dan. 7:13-14).   

2.  This kingdom will continue until all of His enemies are subdued under His feet:  
“For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet” (1 Cor. 
15:25; this is the Mediatorial Kingdom and reign of Christ).   

 
F.  He is now making intercession for us there.   

1.  Christ is not only a king, but still a prophet.   
a.  As King, He rules and defends us.   
b.  As Prophet, He continues to reveal to us God’s will for our salvation.   
 

2.  And, as our Great High Priest, He continues to intercede for us, pleading His 
merits before the Father.   
a.  He is our Advocate (1 John 2:1).   
b.  He is a sympathetic High Priest (Heb. 4:15).   

 
G.  Finally, He will return to judge all men at the end of God’s plan for this 

present world.   
1.  Once His elect are gathered in and His enemies are all subdued, He will return to 

subdue the final enemy:  death (1 Cor. 15:25-26).   
2.  At that time, He will gather all to judgment and all will be judged (John 5:28-29).   
3.  Then will come the New Heavens and the New Earth, where righteousness will 

predominate forever (2 Peter 3).   


