
”Christ the First Fruits’’ 
(1 Corinthians 15: 12-28) 

Introduction: Sometimes you children may wonder why your parents take 
going to church on Sunday so seriously. Why do they want to be here? 
Why on this day of the week? Why do they worship God and give thanks 
to Him, especially on this day? And why are you here? Why do your 
parents think it so important that you be here as well? Well, we are 
going to see the answer to that question this morning. We gather here 
on Sundays because this is the day that Christ rose from the dead. We 
gather to give thanks to God for raising His Son. But you may wonder, 
why is that so important? Well, what I want you to see on this Easter 
morning is 

If C h r i s t  had  not risen from the d e a d ,  we  wou ld  have no 
h o p e .  B u t  C h r i s t  i s  risen, and because H e  has, we  w i l l  a s  
w e l l .  

I. If C h r i s t  Had Not R i s e n  From the Dead, Y o u r  F a i t h  Would  B e  in  
V a i n  (w. 12- 19).  
A. If T h e r e  Is N o  R e s u r r e c t i o n ,  C h r i s t  Has Not B e e n  R a i s e d  

(w. 12-13, 1 6 ) .  
1. Some were saying that there was no resurrection [v. 121. 

a. The Sadducees did not believe in a resurrection. 
b. Some in Corinth, possibly philosophers, denied the 

c. Today, some cults deny the resurrection: i.e., 

d. But as we’ll see, one cannot be a Christian and 

possibility of a resurrection, a well. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses, and some so-called Christians. 

maintain that possibility. 

2. Paul draws the logical conclusion by saying if this is 
so, not even Christ has been raised [vv. 13, 16). 
a. Paul reasons through this proposition. 
b. To deny the resurrection in general is to deny any 

c. If the dead are not raised, then Christ has not 
specific resurrection. 

been raised. 

B. B u t  If C h r i s t  Has Not R i s e n ,  then the C h r i s t i a n  F a i t h  Is 
Empty  (w. 14-15, 17- 19).  What if Christ had not risen? 
1. Paul’s preaching would be in vain [vv. 14a). 

a. The word means without content, without any basis, 

b. A lie cannot save anyone. 
c. And it doesn’t matter how sincerely you believe a 

without truth, without power [BAG 429). 

lie, that which is false cannot save. 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

The sincerity of a person’s belief may 
sometimes be called into question. 
But when discussing the message of salvation, 
sincerity is not the issue; truth is! 
Only the truth can bring one to salvation. 

2. He would also be a false witness against God [v. 15) 
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a. The disciples claimed that they saw, handled, and 

b. If they did not, they are perpetrating fraud. 
touched Him after the resurrection. 

(il If you preach or teach that which is not a 
faithful representation of God’s word, you are 
witnessing against God. 

(iil In this case, you are contradicting what He 
says. 
You are duty bound to believe what God said. 
You are also bound only to speak only the truth. 

against God. 

(iiil 
(ivl 
(vl If not, you will find that you are witnessing 

3 .  Furthermore, your faith would be worthless [vv. 14b, 17al. 
a. Your faith is in a risen Savior; One who has 

b. The resurrection is God’s vindication of Christ; that 

c. Without the resurrection, the Gospel message is 

d. A Savior who is not risen could not save Himself, 

overcome death, hell, and the grave. 

He is who He claims, and that He will do what He says. 

emptied of its content. 

let alone others, for He remains under the power of 
death, the very thing He sought to conquer. 

e. If He did not conquer death, your faith is groundless. 

4. You would still be in your sins [v. 17bl. 
a. It was the work of Christ that removes sin. 

(il He made atonement for it. 
(iil He crucified our old man that its lusts may no 

longer reign in us. 
He destroyed the one who had the power of 
death, the devil. 

(iiil 

b. But if He did not achieve victory over these, how 
shall we? 
(il If Christ Himself still suffers its wages, how 

can you think that you will not? 

risen, you will not be either. 
(iil If He remains under its penalty and is never 

(iiil Christ’s resurrection is our justification. 
(ivl If He is not raised, neither are we justified. 

5. Our brothers and sisters who have died in Christ would 
have perished (v. 18) .  
a. The result of this line of reasoning is that those 

b. If there is no resurrection, then they have 
who have died in Christ will remain in the grave. 

perished forever; not just physically but spiritually 
as well. 

incurred the fate of those who perished in their sins 
and have been cast into everlasting perdition. 

c. With no advocate at the Judgment bar of God, they have 

6. And we would be the most pitiable people on earth [v. 191. 
a. If our hope in Christ is only an empty sentiment 

applicable only to this life, then we are to be 
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b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

11.  But Christ 

pitied. 
We seek to live for God’s glory out 
for saving us from the consequences 
But if it is a vain and empty hope, 
is no truth in it, then we are only 
ourselves. 

of thankfulness 
of our sin. 
because there 
de lud ing 

We are on our way to hell, regardless of where we may 
sincerely believe ourselves to be going. 
Not only this, but we will have endured all the 
world’s persecution for nothing. 

Has Risen From the Dead And So Will You At His 
Coming (w. 20-24). 
A. Paul Gives the Reason Why Christ’s Resurrection Is Ours (w. 

20-22). 
1. Because by one man came death [vv 20-21a, 22al. 

a. By one man death entered the world [v. 21al. 
(il 

(iil 
Adam in the garden fell from God. 
He did so as the perfect representative of all 
mankind. 

b. In Adam, all die (v. 22al. 
(il Death entered through him, and spread to all men. 

(iil Because of our union with Adam as members of the 
human race, we all die. 

consequences upon all his posterity. 
(iiil His one act of disobedience brought these 

2 .  So also by one man came the resurrection of the dead [vv. 
21b, 22b). 
a. By One man came the resurrection [v. 21bl. 

(il Christ also represented His people. 
(iil Those whom the Father has chosen from all 

eternity by His sovereign good pleasure. 
He rose not only for Himself but for His people. (iiil 

b. In Christ, all shall be made alive [v. 22bl. 
(il In union with Christ, His life flows to us. 

(iil Our sins are forgiven. 

(ivl But this is not for all men indiscriminately. 
(iiil His righteousness becomes ours. 

(vl It is for those who have had their hearts 
renewed, who have responded to the Gospel 
message, who have repented of their sins, and who 
follow Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 
It is for those whom the Father has given to the 
Son for His work of redemption. 

(vil 

C. Christ Was the First Fruits; You Will Be Raised at His Coming 
(w. 23-24). 
1. Christ is the first fruits of the resurrection [v. 23al. 

a. Not that He was the first to be resurrected. 
(il We have other examples in Scripture of 

resurrect ion. 
(iil The widow of Zarephath’s son (1 Kings 17). 

(iiil The Shunammite’s son (2 Kings 4). 
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(iv) The son of the widow of Nain [Luke 7). 

(vi) 
(vl Lazarus (John 111. 

The many who were raised at Christ’s crucifixion 
(Matt 27 1. 

b. But that He is the first fruits of the resurrection. 
”As the first sheaf of the harvest presented 
to God as a thank-offering, was the pledge and 
assurance of the ingathering of the whole 
harvest, so the resurrection of Christ is a 
pledge and proof of the resurrection of his 
people’’ (Hodge 323). 

(il 

(iil Yes, body and soul are reunited. 
(iiil But in Him, human nature is restored to its 

(iv) And it is raised to an even higher level <1 
pristine strength and perfection. 

Cor. 15: 42-44> [Berkhof 346). 

2. He was vindicated by the Father and declared to be the Son 
of God. 
a. Christ was shown to be the Son of God. 
b. This was the Father’s declaration of the acceptance of 

c. It is the vindication of Christ’s claims: i.e., Jonah. 
d. It demonstrated to us that He has conquered death. 

His Son’s work. 

3. He was justified and so were His people. 
a. Christ’s human nature was justified. 
b. And through our union with Him, we were as well. 
c. He was raised for our justification <Rom. 4:25>. 

4. The full harvest will be brought in at His coming [v. 23b). 
a. Our resurrection awaits the second advent of Christ. 
b. When He comes on that day for His own He will call 

us forth from the grave. 
(il Our bodies will have been in the grave, but 

our spirits perfected in glory. 
Our then perfected bodies will be raised to 
meet our descending spirits and be reunited 
again in wholeness as the Lord originally 
created us. 

(iil 

c. Those who are alive at the coming of Christ will 
not die but be immediately transformed. 

d. Together we will meet the Lord in the air. 

5. Then comes the end (v. 24). 
a. At that time will be the consummation of all things. 
b. The final judgment, where all of you who are 

c. When our Advocate will stand at the judgment bar of 

d. But where those of you who are the children of the 

Christ’s children will be vindicated. 

God to declare us not guilty. 

devil, who disowned Christ and would have nothing 
t o  do with Him, will be sentenced to everlasting 
damnation in a hell burning with fire. 
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e. Then comes the eternal kingdom when all sin and 

f. His kingdom will never end and will be one of 

g. There we will worship our Lord and Savior forever 

evil has been done away. 

everlasting righteousness. 

and ever for His great work of redemption which He 
accomplished for us, which was completed at His 
resurrection and exaltation. 

Conc 1 us i on: 
1. 

2 .  
3 .  

4. 

5. 

6 .  

7 .  

8. 

9 .  

So you see we have much to celebrate on the Sabbath, and we 
have much to be thankful for. 
Christ has risen from the dead; He has conquered death. 
And because He has, we also who are united by faith to Him 
are freed from its power. And we have tremendous hope. 
But what a terrible thing for you who are outside of 
Christ, for you are still under death's power. 
On that final day, it shall lay claim to you and drag you 
into the pits of hell for eternity. 
The Bible says, "He who believes in the Son has the life, 
but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God abides on Him. 
Turn to Christ today and be saved. Behold today is the 
acceptable time, behold today is the day of salvation. 
Jesus said, "The one who comes to Me, I will certainly not 
cast out. " 
Come to Jesus and be saved. 


