
 

“Christ, the Faithful Son over God’s House” 
(Hebrews 3:1-6) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  As we continue to go through the book of Hebrews, the author’s thesis, the 
author’s point, becomes more and more clear, namely, that Christ is the substance of 
what the Old Covenant economy was pointing to, and as its substance, is vastly superior 
to that whole covenantal administration.  His is a more complete and intense revelation 
from God, for He is God in human flesh.  His message comes with an even greater 
obligation to listen, for He is vastly superior to the angels.  Therefore, how shall we 
escape if we neglect so great salvation?  We cannot afford to overlook or slight even the 
least of what Christ has to say without great peril to our souls.   
 But along the way, the author has also been encouraging us through what he has had to 
say.  Christ has made known to us the Word of God that we might be saved.  God has a 
kind intention in giving to us this revelation.  It is only when we reject it, that we run the 
risk of His wrath.  God has given to us a great Champion, who has overcome the devil 
and his minions, who has triumphed over them and has been exalted over all of the 
creation, that He might govern all things for the good of His church, for the good of you 
and I as His children.  And He has restored the government of the world to His people.  
We are even now seated with Him in the heavenly places in Christ, ruling and reigning 
with Him.  But we have also seen how in the perfect plan of God, Christ humbled 
Himself by taking to Himself our nature, and in our nature, dying on the cross to make a 
once and for all atonement for our sins.  Not only has God’s justice been fully propitiated, 
or satisfied, not only do we have full remission, or the forgiveness of our sins, but we also 
have a great High Priest, who is faithful and merciful toward us, for He has tasted of our 
weaknesses and knows what it is that we are going through.  The author to the Hebrews 
writes, “For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to 
come to the aid of those who are tempted” (v. 18).  It is good to know that we have One 
who understands our struggles and is able to help us.   
 The ultimate goal of the high priest, as I have already alluded to in past sermons, is to 
reconcile the people of God to their God.  He does this by way of atonement, through the 
sacrifice of life and the pouring out of blood.  “Without the shedding of blood, there is no 
remission.”  And what is the purpose of this reconciliation, of this atonement, of this 
remission ultimately?  It is not an end in itself, but a means to an end.  It is that we might 
be able to enter into heaven, into the rest of God.  It is that which now comes under the 
consideration of the author.  In the Old Testament, the Lord held out to His people a 
picture of the heavenly rest.  That picture was the land of Canaan.  And who was it that 
brought the people out of their captivity and into the land of Promise?  It was first Moses, 
who brought the people out of Egypt and to the edge of the land of Promise.  But he was 
not able to bring them all the way in, because he sinned when the people rebelled.  That 
one who completed the entry into the land was Joshua.  But yet, Joshua, we are told, did 
not bring them into the promised rest, but only into a picture of it.  For if he had, the 
author points out, then David would not have spoken of another day, another opportunity 
for the people of God to enter that rest, while they were in the land of Promise.  The 
author now moves on to show us that Christ is superior to Moses and Joshua, because He 
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has brought His people into the true rest of God.  First, he compares Him to Moses.  And 
what I want you to see is that,  
 
 Christ is superior to Moses, for Moses was merely a servant in God’s house, but 
Christ is a Son over His house.   
 
I.  First, the author to the Hebrews would have us consider the character and person 

of this One of whom he has been speaking.  He writes, “Therefore, holy brethren, 
partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of 
our confession.”   
A.  Having shown us why it was fitting that God send Christ into the world as a man, 

in order to make atonement for our sins in our nature, and in order that He might 
become for us all that we need in the things which pertain to God, He now draws 
our attention to consider Christ more closely.   
1.  But notice first to whom this admonition is addressed:  It is addressed to the 

holy brethren, those who are partakers of a heavenly calling.   
2.  Who are the holy brethren?   

a.  It is simply another way of naming the saints of God.  Saint means “holy 
one.”  And brethren, obviously, is meant to refer not only to the men, but also 
to the women.   

b.  How is it that these are called holy, especially when we know that all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and that even the best works of the 
best saints are still polluted with sin?   

c.  It is because in Christ they are perfectly sanctified.  All of their sins have 
been removed.  Christ’s perfect righteousness has become their cloak or 
covering.  God looks at them as morally upright and perfect in every way.  
He accepts and embraces them wholeheartedly, in the Beloved.   

 
3.  But how did this come about, seeing that each of them was conceived in sin and 

born in iniquity?  The author tells us that they have become partakers of the 
heavenly calling.   
a.  They have become sharers in that effectual call which is issued from heaven.   
b.  When the time comes that the Lord will convert one of Christ’s sheep to the 

fold, He sends forth His call, by the hand, as it were, of the Holy Spirit.  The 
Spirit delivers that summons, which is heeded by the one to whom it is 
delivered, because the Spirit also changes that person’s heart in the process so 
that he, or she, will be inclined to respond.  Once that change takes place, that 
sheep of the Great Shepherd cannot but help laying hold of Christ, for that is 
what in their heart of hearts they desire.   

 
4.  But the question arises as to why the author to the Hebrews would address his 

audience in this way.  After all, has he not been warning them against the danger 
of apostasy, of falling back into that system which is about to be utterly and 
finally destroyed?  And isn’t it impossible for a true believer to fall away from 
the grace of God?  Does the author to the Hebrews believe that these people are 
saved or not?   
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a.  Now it is certain that these titles could only be used of those who are truly 
born again.  And for those who are truly born again, though it is possible that 
they might fall away for a time, it is impossible that they should fully and 
finally fall away.  Doubtless there were truly converted souls in that 
congregation.   

b.  But yet there is still the need for them to be warned.  In ourselves, even if we 
are converted, we would fall away from the Lord on any given occasion.  But 
the one thing that upholds us is the Lord, for He has promised that He will 
give us the grace to persevere, and He has promised that when we fall, He 
will lift us up again, even as Peter, who, when he fell, had the merciful 
advocacy of the Lord Jesus Christ, who prayed for him that when he was 
converted, or turned again, that he would be a source of strength to the 
brethren.   

c.  It is possible for us to fall, but never to fall fully and finally away, if God 
indeed holds us in the palms of His hands.   

d.  But there were also doubtlessly those in that congregation who were not 
converted.  They needed to be warned as well.  If they were to depart from 
the truth and fall back away into the typical system which has been 
superceded and replaced by the New Covenant administration, they may very 
well never return.  This, I believe, is what the author to the Hebrews has in 
mind, where he says in 6:4-6, “For in the case of those who have once been 
enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made 
partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the 
powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, it is impossible to 
renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the 
Son of God, and put Him to open shame.”   

e.  How can the author tell who falls into each category?  He can’t.  As long as 
they act like visible saints, they are to be treated as visible saints.  But time 
will tell, and if it doesn’t, the day will show those who were truly Christ’s 
and those who were not.   

 
B.  Though I think it is particularly the true saints of Christ that he would call to 

consideration here, I believe that he would have not only all of his audience, but all 
men as well to think well on Him.   
1.  He says, consider this One who was sent from God, the Apostle of our 

Confession, the ultimate Messenger of the Christian religion.   
2.  Consider the One who has made so great an atonement and who can sympathize 

with the weakness of man.  Consider the High Priest of our confession.   
 

II.  In order to have us consider Him more fully, he now contrasts Him with the 
leading figure of the Old Covenant economy, Moses.   
A.  First, he writes, “He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was 

in all His house.”   
1.  Here is an equal comparison, at least, this is how it is represented.   

a.  Christ was faithful to Him who appointed Him.  This clearly has reference to 
the Father’s appointing Him to be our surety, our guarantee in the Covenant 
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of Grace.   
b.  When Christ entered into Covenant with the Father, He took upon Himself 

the obligation to fulfill what He had promised, even as the Father took upon 
Himself the obligation to fulfill what He had promised.   

c.  And Christ proved to be faithful.  He did keep the whole Law, and didn’t 
break it in the slightest way.  And He did offer Himself up as a guilt offering 
for our sins.  He didn’t shrink back to preserve His own life, but paid His 
vows to the Father.  In this Christ becomes a model to us as well.  God 
requires that we also fulfill what we have promised Him, if we are to be 
considered faithful by Him.   

d.  The author says that Christ was faithful, even as Moses also was in God’s 
house.   

e.  God called Moses from the midst of the burning bush and commissioned 
him to bring the children of Israel out of Egypt to the Promised Land.  
Moses was made to be a mediator between God and His people.   

f.  And Moses was faithful to this calling.  He did what God called him to do, 
even the face of much persecution and ridicule.   

 
2.  But yet the comparison cannot be completely equal, for Christ was perfect, He 

never sinned.  How can that be said of Moses?   
a.  Remember that Moses was not able to enter the land, because he had 

misrepresented the Lord before the children of Israel by striking the rock, 
when he should have spoke to the rock.  He did not treat the Lord as holy in 
their sight, and so he was denied entrance into the land of promise.   

b.  And besides that, knowing that Moses was a mere man, subject to our 
frailties, including our sin nature, we know that there were many other areas 
in which Moses failed as well.   

c.  The author does not seek to draw an exact comparison, but only a general 
one.  For Moses was very faithful among the children of God.  He was an 
example of true godliness, humility and piety to the people of God.  Though 
it is true that he failed God on this account, he was generally faithful.   

 
B.  But in spite of this similarity, Christ is still far superior.  “For He has been 

counted worthy of more glory than Moses, by just so much as the builder of the 
house has more honor than the house.”   
1.  The word “for” here may be giving us the reason why Christ was considered 

faithful by the Father -- the fact that He has been counted worthy of more glory 
than Moses may be the reason why He is called faithful  --, or it may simply be 
continuing the thought -- “now to be sure He has been counted worthy of more 
glory than Moses.”  Both are true.   

2.  But there can be no doubt that Christ is greater than Moses.   
a.  He has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses.  This has reference 

not only to this world, but also to that which is coming.  Christ is to be more 
honored here, and He is to have more honor in heaven than Moses.   

b.  How much more?  “By just so much as the builder of the house has more 
honor than the house.”   
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c.  Here is an earthly analogy used to describe this heavenly reality.  Who has 
more honor, the house, or the one who builds it?  Even if we were to 
understand this in material terms, the one who builds the structure of a house 
has more honor than the house.  But understanding this in terms of dynasty, 
or the household of God, how much more is it true?   

d.  Moses was only a part of the household of God, only one stone in the 
spiritual temple, which is being erected to bring praise to God.  Now he is a 
stone in a very honored position to be sure, but he is still but a stone within 
the walls.   

e.  But what of Christ?  Christ is the builder of the house.  He is the One who is 
laying the stones, who is putting it all together.  Indeed, Christ is the reason 
there is a house at all, for if His work of redemption was not at the 
foundation, then there would be nothing but sand to build on, and eventually 
the whole structure would collapse and sink into the depths of the earth, into 
hell.   

f.  Christ has far more honor than any stone, for He is the foundation, the 
builder and the reason for which the house even exists.   

 
3.  The author makes this even plainer in the next verse, “For every house is built 

by someone, but the builder of all things is God.”   
a.  How can Christ be the builder of the house?  Every house, every dynasty, 

every household, is built by God.   
b.  Well, the obvious implication is that Christ is God!  Isn’t this what the 

author has already made plain to us in chapter one.  He wants to remind us 
again that we might see how infinitely exalted this One is in majesty and 
glory.   

c.  Of how much more honor is Christ worthy of than Moses?  By as much 
more as God has over a creature, infinite honor and glory.   

 
4.  But this is not to depreciate Moses.  The author writes, “Now Moses was 

faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were 
to be spoken later; but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house.”   
a.  Moses was faithful to the things which the Lord had revealed to him.   
b.  His faithfulness, the author to the Hebrews says, bears witness to the 

faithfulness of God.  He put his seal to the fact that he believed God, even as 
Abraham did.  Because he believed the promises of God, that God would 
surely fulfill them, that He would raise up another prophet like Moses, that 
the Messiah would indeed come and fulfill the shadows, he obeyed, he 
submitted to God’s will and did what He commanded.   

c.  But again, Moses was faithful as a servant in the house.  Christ was faithful 
as a Son over His house.  A Son is much greater than a servant.  The Son is 
the heir of all things.  The servant partakes of only what the owner is pleased 
to give him.  He has no right over or claim upon them.   

d.  Therefore, Christ is greater than Moses.  He is greater than the one with 
whom God spoke face to face (Num. 12:6-8), than the one who was 
considered by the Jews to be the greatest of the Old Testament prophets.  He 
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is greater because He is the builder of the household of God, and He is 
greater because He is the Son and heir of the house.   

e.  And, as we have already seen, since Christ is the great High Priest over the 
people of God, whose ministry it is to bring them into the promised rest of 
God, Christ is also greater than Moses because He actually brings His people 
into that rest.   

 
5.  But lastly, since the faithfulness of Christ extends only to God’s house, how 

can we know whether or not we are of His house?  How can we know whether 
or not Christ will bring us into this eternal rest?  The author gives the answer, 
“Christ was faithful as a Son over His house whose house we are, if we hold 
fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.”   
a.  We are members of His house, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast 

of our hope firm until the end.   
b.  Notice the all important “if.”  The readers could not afford to overlook this 

word, and neither can we.   
c.  We may only claim with any credibility to be a part of God’s house, which is 

the household of salvation, the flock of the Lord Jesus Christ and the body of 
Christ, if we hold fast our confidence, our boldness, our assurance, firm until 
the end.  What is that confidence that we are to hold to?  What is our 
assurance that we are to grasp firmly?  Obviously, it is Christ?   

d.  And what is the “boast of our hope”, what is “the ground of the boasting of 
our hope,” if it is not Christ?   

e.  It is Christ that we must hold onto firmly.  Could there be any other 
confidence or ground of boasting?  Paul said, “But may it never be that I 
should boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the 
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world” (Gal. 6:14).  Christ alone 
is that ground of boasting.  We have nothing to stand on, except Christ 
alone.  As the hymnwriter once wrote, “On Christ the solid rock I stand, all 
other ground is sinking sand.”   

f.  The author is saying to these Jews, that if they return to the ceremonial 
system, they will find themselves in a quagmire of sinking sand.  They shall 
be cast away by God.   

g.  The Holy Spirit is saying to us, that if we cast Christ aside as the only 
ground of our hope, then we too shall find ourselves in the same situation.   

h.  We cannot turn from Christ to trust in anything else, not our religion, our 
works, our traditions, our covenant upbringings, or anything else.  We must 
rest in Christ and in Christ alone for our salvation, or we shall surely perish.   

i.  Is Christ your confidence this morning?  Is He the One that you have taken 
refuge in for the day of God’s judgment?  Do you boast in Christ and in 
Christ alone with regard to your salvation?  If so, then you are exhorted to 
hold onto Christ firmly until the end.  Jesus said that the one who perseveres 
to the end shall be saved (Matt. 24:13).  God will give you the strength to 
persevere, if you are His child here this morning.  But you must always 
remember that His strength always comes to you through His means.  And 
so you must constantly be in prayer and in His Word for your nourishment 
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and growth.  You must attend the public ordinance of God in the worship 
service for your upbuilding in Christ.  But you must also put what you know 
of His will into practice through a life of obedience, if you are ever to 
persevere and hold fast to Christ.  If you are not doing this, then in what are 
you persevering? in God’s will, or your own?  Look to God, and He will 
give you the strength.  He will not leave you nor forsake you.   

j.  But if Christ is not your confidence this morning, if you have not embraced 
Him as your Lord and Savior, then you are now standing on sinking sand; 
you will surely sink into the depths of the earth on the day of judgment, 
unless you run to Christ.  Believe on the Savior now.  Lay hold of Him, and 
make Him your confidence through faith.   

k.  The author to the Hebrews will go on to show us what happened to those 
Israelites who did not persevere in their faith in the Lord, and how severe the 
judgment of God was against them.   

l.  But may you escape their fate by taking hold of Christ now.  May God grant 
you His grace and mercy to open your blind eyes and to raise you from death 
unto life, that you may.  Amen.   


