
“Christ’s Warning to the Church, Part 3” 
(Matthew 24) 

 
 
 

 This morning we are continuing Matthew 24.  So far we’ve seen that Jesus was 
here speaking about the judgment that was going to fall upon Jerusalem and the people of 
Israel for their rejecting Him.  Of course these things were going to take place soon, 
because it was God’s judgment against those Jews for that rejection.  This is why our 
Lord said in verse 34, “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all 
these things take place.”  The reason why Jesus was telling these things to His disciples 
was to help them escape this judgment.  Some of them would still be alive when Jesus 
returned to judge His covenant-breaking people, so they needed to be ready to get out of 
the city quickly when this judgment came.   
 Now last week we were looking at what would happen just before the destruction 
of the city.  Jesus said there would be false Christs who would mislead many; wars and 
rumors of wars; famines, earthquakes, and plagues; tribulation, death, hatred, persecution, 
apostasy, betrayal; the rise of false prophets and the fall of people’s natural affections; 
and the Gospel of the kingdom being preached to every area of the Roman Empire, 
giving the Jews in every place the opportunity to repent before the Lord brought this 
destruction, and the Christians the opportunity to prepare themselves to run to safety 
before this judgment came.  We also saw some of the ways these things were fulfilled.  
This morning, we will look briefly at what Jesus said would happen when the judgment 
came.   
 Jesus now continues, “Therefore when you see the Abomination of Desolation 
which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the 
reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains; let him who is 
on the housetop not go down to get the things out that are in his house; and let him who is 
in the field not turn back to get his cloak” (vv. 15-17).  Now remember, Jesus isn’t 
talking about some far away time, in the middle of a seven year tribulation period, when 
the anti-Christ, who by then would have made a covenant with the Jews, breaks that 
covenant and sets up his own image in the Temple that was rebuilt during the first three 
and a half years of that covenant.  There are many who believe this today, but it’s really 
quite obvious that this isn’t what He means.  What He’s talking about here is when the 
disciples would see Jerusalem surrounded by the armies of Rome in 70 A. D.  When that 
happened, the time of judgment had arrived.  It was time to get out of the city quickly or 
be trapped inside.  This is exactly what Daniel had written about many years earlier in 
Daniel 9:24-27.  Gabriel, the angel who was sent by God to tell him what was going to 
happen to Jerusalem and the Jews in the years ahead, said, “Seventy weeks have been 
decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of 
sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up 
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy place.  So you are to know and discern 
that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince 
there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and 
moat, even in times of distress.  Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut 
off and have nothing, and the people of the Prince who is to come will destroy the city 
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and the sanctuary.  And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; 
desolations are determined.  And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one 
week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and 
on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete 
destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate.”   

In this prophecy, Gabriel was telling Daniel how many years it would be before 
Jerusalem would be rebuilt (from the issuing of the decree to rebuild Jerusalem, it would 
be seven weeks, or 49 years), how many more years it would be before Messiah came (62 
weeks or 434 years to His presentation to Israel after the rebuilding of the city), what 
Messiah would do when He came (bring in the New Covenant), what the Jews would do 
(cut Him off, or put Him to death), and what would be God’s judgment upon them (the 
people of Prince who was coming – the Prince being the Messiah – would destroy the 
city and the sanctuary).  By His death, the Messiah would “finish the transgression  . . . 
make an end of sin . . . make atonement for iniquity . . . bring in everlasting righteousness 
. . . seal up vision and prophecy, and . . . anoint the most holy place” (v. 24).  This is 
everything He came into the world to do.  He would “put a stop to sacrifice and grain 
offering” (v. 27), by the sacrifice of Himself, that is, He would do away with the Old 
Covenant sacrificial system by fulfilling it through His atonement.  Even though the Jews 
would still offer their sacrifices and gifts upon the altar, they would no longer be 
accepted, because they would all have been fulfilled in Christ.  But because the Jews 
rejected and murdered Him, Christ would send the Romans – the people of the coming 
Prince – to destroy their city and their sanctuary (or their Temple), to make it desolate.  
This would be His judgment upon His people for their rejection of His covenant.  But 
then afterwards the Lord would judge the Romans for destroying His people.  Jesus tells 
us in a parallel passage in Luke 21:20-22, “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by 
armies, then recognize that her desolation is at hand.  Then let those who are in Judea flee 
to the mountains, and let those who are in the midst of the city depart, and let not those 
who are in the country enter the city; because these are days of vengeance, in order that 
all things which are written may be fulfilled.”  The abomination of desolation begins with 
the armies of Rome marching on Jerusalem.  But it doesn’t end until Titus dismantles the 
Temple, and then sets his ensigns, or standards, against the eastern gate, and there offers 
sacrifices to them (Gentry, Wars, 6.6.1).   
 Now Jesus said that when the disciples saw this beginning to happen, they were 
immediately to run.  Those who were on the roof tops were not to go down into their 
houses to get anything out, but to flee.  As you probably know, the Jews had flat roofs on 
their houses which they used either for recreation or for prayer and meditation.  They 
usually had two ways to get up on their roof:  either by stairs or ladders, one going to the 
inside of the house and the other to the outside (Gill).  Jesus tells them here not to take 
the inside ladder, but the outside, not to go into the house to get any provisions, but to 
stay outside and run, or it would be too late.  When you consider what happened to the 
Jews who were trapped inside, you realize it would be far better to be stranded outside 
the city with nothing, than to have all your possessions and be inside the city.  Likewise, 
the one who was in the field – who already had a head start – was not to turn back to get 
his cloak.  His cloak would not be in his house, but somewhere in the field, because it 
was the common practice in those days – as it still is today – when you’re working out in 
the hot sun, to put your shirt or jacket in the corner of the field, out of the way, while you 
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work.  This event was going to happen so suddenly and so quickly, that if they were to 
have any chance of escaping, they couldn’t afford even a moment’s delay.  They were to 
head straight for the mountains.  Now history tells us that the unbelieving Jews weren’t 
ready.  They were trapped in the city.  But Eusebius, a historian who wrote in the fourth 
century, said that the Christians were ready.  They fled to a city called Pella, which is a 
little more than half-way up between the Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee on the eastern 
side of the Jordan River.  Those who were watching and waiting, ran when they saw the 
warning signs and were saved.   
 Now just because they would be ready didn’t mean that the trip would be an easy 
one.  Jesus said, “But woe to those who are with child and to those who nurse babes in 
those days!”  The word “woe” is generally used to pronounce a curse upon someone, but 
obviously that’s not what Jesus meant here.  Usually expecting a baby or nursing one is a 
time of great blessing, but at this time it would be a terrible difficulty.  Jesus was saying, 
“How hard it will be for those who are pregnant and for those who must nurse children,” 
hard because the escape would be long and hard, and there would be little time to rest and 
take care of the needs of those who were so dependent on them.  It would be even harder 
for those who were prevented from leaving the city altogether by this because of the 
judgment that was to fall upon them.  Jesus further said, “But pray that your flight may 
not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath” (v. 20).  Either of these things would make their 
travel more difficult.  In the winter the days are shorter, it’s much colder, and you have to 
face rain, perhaps flooding and even snow in some areas.  And of course, if this happened 
on a Sabbath, God’s holy day of rest and worship, they would be much more likely to be 
caught off guard, and less prepared and even inclined to run.  But they needed to run, 
because Jesus said, “For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred 
since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall” (v. 21).  God’s judgment on 
His people for rejecting His Son and His purpose for them, His desolation of their house, 
would be so terrible, that it would be unlike anything anyone had ever seen before or 
would ever see again.  The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, the plagues upon the 
Egyptians, the captivity of the Jews into Assyria and Babylon, were all nothing compared 
to what this would be like.  The only way to be fully convinced of this is to read 
Josephus’ account of it in his Wars of the Jews, which we have in our library.  Those of 
you who were in our adult Sunday School class when we went through the doctrine of 
last things might remember the excerpts I read from that book.  It was horrible.  It 
happened at a festival time for the Jews, when there were many more present in 
Jerusalem than at any other time of the year.  The city was under siege for a total of 42 
months.  That means that nothing could go in or come out of the city for 3 and a half 
years!  Not only was there a war going on outside, but there was one going on inside as 
the Jews were involved in a civil war.  Many died at the hands of their countrymen, from 
plague, from sickness, from famine.  People were killing their neighbors for a morsel of 
food, and some were so hungry they were eating their own children.  Some died 
following a false prophet who led some six thousand to their deaths, just as the Romans 
finally broke into the city (Wars 6.5.2).  Many others were killed by the Romans 
themselves when they finally took the city.  Altogether, Josephus records that one 
million, one hundred thousand Jews died in that war.  This is why he writes in the 
introduction to his book, “The war which the Jews made with the Romans hath been the 
greatest of all those, not only that have been in our times, but, in a manner, of those that 
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ever were heard of; both of those wherein cities have fought against cities, or nations 
against nations” (Works, Ages, 1261).  Remember, Jesus said to the Jews, “And he who 
falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him 
like dust” (Matt. 21:44).  Jesus fell on them in A. D. 70 for their rejection of Him, and He 
scattered them like dust to the winds.   
 Jesus goes on to say, “Unless those days had been cut short, no life would have 
been saved; but for the sake of the elect those days shall be cut short” (v. 22).  If the siege 
had continued any longer than it did, everyone would have died, not only in the city, but 
also in the country, where the same things were going on.  The Lord would have 
destroyed them all, if it were not for His elect, His chosen ones – either those who were 
converted during those three and one half years of the siege, or those who were trapped in 
the city when the Romans surrounded it, or those who were yet to be born from some 
who were trapped or from others outside the city.  For their sakes, He shortened the days 
of His judgment, so that they might be spared.   
 Now Jesus again repeats His warning about the false Christs in verses 23-27.  
Apparently, this wasn’t going to be a problem only before the siege of Jerusalem, but also 
afterwards.  As a matter of fact, this did happen.  Or, it’s possible that Jesus was simply 
referring to the same time period as before.  This seems to be the case, especially when 
you compare what He says here with what He says in Luke 17:20-31, where the same 
language is used and it clearly refers to what will happen before the destruction of 
Jerusalem.  Again, the deception of these false Christs will be so powerful that they will 
mislead many, but not the elect (v. 24).  The Lord will not allow His people to be 
deceived.  This is why He is telling them about these things before they happen.  But 
again His coming in judgment will not be in secret; it will be for all to see.  Jesus said as 
the lightning that flashes from the east to the west, “so shall the coming of the Son of 
Man be” (v. 27).   
 Lastly, He says, “Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will be gathered” (v. 
28), which isn’t referring to the rapture, but probably to a saying which was common in 
those days.  It went like this, “As birds of prey scent out the carrion, so wherever 
is found a mass of incurable moral and spiritual corruption, there will be 
seen alighting the ministers of divine judgment” (JFB).  The meaning would be, wherever 
the corruption of the Jews is found, there the ministers of divine justice in the person of 
the Roman armies will gather – represented by the eagles on their standards (the word 
vulture in the Greek can also be translated eagle).   
 Again, God’s judgment against unbelief, especially when the unbelievers have 
had so many privileges and so much light, is terrible.  But His compassion and mercy 
towards His own people is equally as strong in delivering them from this same judgment, 
even though apart from Christ, they deserve it too.  Let’s remember to thank the Lord for 
this mercy and learn to show the same mercy to others.  Amen.  Next week, we’ll look at 
what happens after the destruction of Jerusalem.   


