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Christ's Union With Us 
 
Purpose: To show how intimately Christ has bound Himself to us, so that 
whatever happens to us here on earth, happens to Him.  To draw 
applications from this wonderful truth 

1. Introduction 
Last week we began to look at this amazing subject 
The union between Christ and every believer 
We spent most of our time considering what it means 
That we are placed into Christ 
We saw that the NT uses “In Him” and “In Christ” as shorthand 
Looked at the closeness of the union 
As close as a husband and wife “the two become one flesh” 
As close as a head and its body 
As close as a vine and its branches 
As close as a cornerstone and the building that rests on it 
Like the closeness between the Father and the Son! 
Then we looked at the extent of the union 
Chosen to be in Christ before the world’s foundation 
United with Him in His life – law keeping for us 
United with Him in His death, burial and resurrection 
United with Him in His ascension 
United with Him in His Second Coming 
United with Him to all eternity – with ties that naught can sever 
Finally we applied this truth to our lives 
A source of Joy, Comfort, Strength, Hope 
If not – there’s something very wrong with you! 
A source of Help with our sin (Romans 6) 
A cause of unity among God’s people – we are all in Him – one 
Christ, one body 
An encouragement to look to heaven and away from this world 
(Col 3) – that is where our life is now hidden 
 
All of this to do with us being “In Christ”  Another point: 
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He was made like us when He came to earth 
He took flesh, made in the likeness of sinful flesh 
Now He is in us by His Spirit 
The aim while we are on earth is to make us like Him 
One more aspect of this mind-defeating subject. 
 
This week we want to turn the coin over and see the other side 
If we are in Christ, He is also in us 
What does this mean to us?  What we shall see is this: 
Just as what happened to Christ on earth happened to us in Him 
So many things that happen to us on earth happen to Him in us 
Another indication of the wonderful closeness and intricacy of 
the bonds between us. 
We will see: 
1 – We share in His Sufferings 
2 – Ministering to believers, we minister to Him 
3 – Jesus is in us wherever we go, whatever we do 

2. We share in His sufferings 
Familiar with the account of Saul’s conversion: 

Acts 9:3 As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching 
Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; 4 
and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting Me?” 5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” 
And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting,  

Not, “why are you persecuting my followers?” 
Why are you persecuting ME? 

Philippians 3:10 that I may know Him and the power of His 
resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed 
to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the 
dead.  

Colossians 1:24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in 
my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body, which is the church, in 
filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions.  

In some way, when we are persecuted, Christ is persecuted too 
When we suffer in this way, we are entering in fellowship with 
Him in His sufferings. 
Christ’s afflictions continue here on earth.   



christs union with us.doc 
 

3 
 

They are not for the redemption of His people 
But because He is in them, He is afflicted when they are. 
 
If we take this teaching on board, changes thinking on suffering 
The early disciples rejoiced in their persecutions 
They realized they were becoming more like Christ 
He suffered and warned His followers they would too 
When we are persecuted, we are planting our feet 
Where His have gone before 
We are more conformed to Him 
This gives us joy in the midst of the trials 
Is this your experience? Your view of affliction? 
It may be painful but do you rejoice to walk in His footsteps? 

3. Ministering to believers, we minister to Him 
We can extend the concept beyond persecutions and sufferings: 

Matthew 25:31 “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all 
the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. 32 “All the 
nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from 
one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 33 
and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left. 34 
“Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are 
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. 35 ‘For I was hungry, and you gave Me 
something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I 
was a stranger, and you invited Me in; 36 naked, and you clothed Me; 
I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’ 
37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You 
hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink? 38 
‘And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, 
and clothe You? 39 ‘When did we see You sick, or in prison, and 
come to You?’ 40 “The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say 
to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, 
even the least of them, you did it to Me.’ 41 “Then He will also say to 
those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire 
which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was 
hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave 
Me nothing to drink; 43 I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; 
naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not 
visit Me.’ 44 “Then they themselves also will answer, ‘Lord, when did 
we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in 
prison, and did not take care of You?’ 45 “Then He will answer them, 
‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the 
least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 “These will go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  

See the principle here? 
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Whatever good things these at the Judgment did or didn’t do to 
believers here on earth 
They did or didn’t do to Christ. 
Who are these before Christ, answering Him on That Day? 
All of us! You and me!! 
And clearly a deciding factor in our eternal destiny is the good 
we did or didn’t do in our lives to Christ’s brothers and sisters. 
Pause to think about that for a moment. 
Not an isolated passage by any means: 

Matthew 10:40 “He who receives you receives Me, and he who 
receives Me receives Him who sent Me. 41 “He who receives a 
prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; and 
he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall 
receive a righteous man’s reward. 42 “And whoever in the name of a 
disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to 
drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.”  

Some people in the OT entertained angels unawares 
But when we entertain brothers and sisters 
We are entertaining Christ Himself! 
Think about this for the fellowship meals today!! 
There are rewards for ministering to those who are Christ’s 

Hebrews 6:10 For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the 
love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered 
and in still ministering to the saints.  

We show love to His name when we minister to saints - why? 
Because He is in them and what we do to them we do to Him! 
These efforts will not be forgotten by God 
 
So - Whatever you do to one who is Christ’s, You do to Christ 
If you love them, you are loving Him 
If you do good to them, you are doing good to Him 
If you hate them, you are hating Him 
If you bear a grudge against them, You bear it against Him 
If you treat them badly, you are treating Him badly 
Any wonder we are called upon to love and forgive? 
To be reconciled and express the unity we have in Christ? 
Christ is being formed in us if we are His 
How can we not love Christ as He is in our brothers and sisters? 
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1 John 4:20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he 
is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, 
cannot love God whom he has not seen.  

4. Jesus with us wherever we go, whatever we do 

4.1. A caution against worldliness 

1 Corinthians 6:15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of 
Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them 
members of a prostitute? May it never be! 16 Or do you not know that 
the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He 
says, “THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.” 17 But the one who joins 
himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 18 Flee immorality. Every 
other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man 
sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and 
that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body.  

2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for 
what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what 
fellowship has light with darkness? 15 Or what harmony has Christ 
with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? 16 
Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the 
temple of the living God; just as God said, “I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND 
WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY 
PEOPLE. 17 “Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE 
SEPARATE,” says the Lord. “AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; And I 
will welcome you. 18 “And I will be a father to you, And you shall be 
sons and daughters to Me,” Says the Lord Almighty.  

This goes further than “what would Jesus do” 
Which implies He isn’t there and we have to pretend He is 
And imagine what He might do to help us decide an issue 
The truth is that if you are a believer HE IS THERE 
He is in you by His Spirit! 
Goes further than the children’s song: 
“Be careful little hands what you do 
There’s a Savior up above and He’s looking down in love” 
NO – if you are a believer, HE IS THERE 
He is in you by His Spirit! 
Will you take His habitation (your body) and do unholy things 
with it while He is in residence? 
We need to examine what we do and allow ourselves to do. 
Remember – Christ is in us – ask ourselves: 
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Should we do these things? Are they legitimate for a believer? 
Are they holy, good, wholesome, worthy? 
Will they offend Christ and drive Him from us? 
So we enjoy less of His indwelling presence? 
“I hate the sins that made Thee mourn and drove Thee from my 
breast” 

4.2. An antidote to worldliness 
Christ is in us wherever we go, whatever we do – never alone! 

Hebrews 13:5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of 
money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I 
WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,”  

If we have Him, what else can we need? 
Psalm 73:25 Whom have I in heaven but You? And besides You, I 
desire nothing on earth.  

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,  
Look full in His wonderful face 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim  
In the light of His glory and grace 

5. Conclusions 
Unbeliever – again, none of this is yours – Come to Christ now! 
Believer: 
I hope you see how wonderful this truth is of Union with Christ  
How it is woven into the fabric of NT teaching 
How it underlies many of the exhortations we are given 
How it is a guiding principle for many of our life-choices 
How it should govern relationships with our brothers and sisters 
How it can strengthen us in persecution 
Help us to be separate from the world 
Take hold of this truth, my dear friends, Meditate on it! 
Examine yourselves by it, Rejoice in it! 
Christ is in you! You are in Him! 
Live it out – this is not an empty and vain philosophy 
This is the truth of the Gospel 
Think it through, work it out, apply it to your lives 
For His glory, Amen 


