
“Christ’s Sufferings” 

(Isaiah 53) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we’re continuing to look at the price Jesus paid for our salvation.  

Remembering that:   

a.  Nothing was done towards paying this price before Jesus came into the world, and 

nothing needs to be done afterwards – everything that has ever been done was done 

during the 34 years of His life.   

b.  That there were two things Jesus needed to do to redeem us:   

(i)  He needed to provide the obedience God required (merit).   

(ii)  He needed to satisfy the debt we owed to God’s justice for our sins 

(satisfaction).    

 

c.  That His whole life was a life of obedience and suffering – the price He paid was not 

entirely at the cross, though it was primarily there.   

d.  And that in everything He did, He was both obeying and suffering at the same time – 

He was not doing one or the other, but both at all times.  

 

2.  Last week, we saw something of how thorough Christ’s obedience was, and how 

impossible it would have been for us to obey God in this way.   

a.  As a man, He obeyed the Moral Law; as a Jew, the Ceremonial Law; and as our 

Mediator, the particular commands His Father laid on Him.   

b.  He obeyed these laws in His youth, in His work as a carpenter, and during His public 

ministry.   

c.  And He obeyed them inwardly, as well as outwardly:  He didn’t just go through the 

right motions, He did them with the right heart – out of pure and holy love for His 

Father, as well as a desire to honor Him and Him alone.   

d.  This is the perfect obedience God requires of us to get into heaven.   

(i)  If you want to save yourself, this is what you need to do.   

(ii)  Next time you are tempted to think your good works are good enough, just look 

at the works of Christ, and that should be enough to drive you to Him.   

(iii)  Next time you are discouraged by your own performance, remember you are not 

saved by your sinful and very imperfect works, but by His perfect work.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Having looked at His obedience, this morning, we’re going to consider the other part of 

the price He paid:  His sufferings.   

a.  As we’ve already seen, His sufferings went beyond the cross – though that was the 

greatest satisfaction He made towards God’s justice.   

b.  Just as His whole life was a life of obedience, so His whole life was a life of 

suffering.   
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c.  As we go through this summary of what Jesus suffered, remember that Jesus didn’t 

deserve these things, but we do.  Everything He went through, He went through for 

us – if we’re trusting in Him this morning – He did this in our place.   

 

2.  Let’s consider four things:   

a.  His sufferings as a child.   

b.  His sufferings as an adult before His public ministry.   

c.  His sufferings in His public ministry.   

d.  And finally, His sufferings on the cross.   

e.  The first two points we’ll look at very briefly, since there isn’t much said in 

Scripture about them.   

f.  But we’ll focus more on the last two points, since this is the focus of Scripture.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that Jesus Christ suffered as a child.  You know the story of His birth 

quite well:   

1.  He was born in very poor and meager circumstances:  there was no room in the inn, and 

so Mary had Him in a stable and laid Him in a manger.   

2.  Not long after He was born (about two years), an attempt was made on His life:  Herod 

sent His soldiers to kill all the male children two years old and younger in Bethlehem 

and the surrounding areas.   

3.  In order to avoid this slaughter, He was taken from His home country and banished into 

Egypt, which for a poor family would have meant many hardships.   

4.  There were many other things He had to endure that were not written down; but 

understand that He had a much more difficult childhood than we do.   

 

B.  Jesus Christ suffered also as an adult before His public ministry.   

1.  While He was in Nazareth, He performed the very difficult work of a carpenter (Mark 

6:3).   

a.  Like the rest of mankind under the curse, He had to eat by the sweat of his brow 

(Gen. 3:13).   

b.  This might not seem like much to us, since this is what we’ve been used to doing our 

whole lives; but for the infinitely exalted, glorious and blessed Son of God to endure 

a life like this for 30 years, laboring and serving other men in His occupation, this is 

infinite humiliation.   

 

2.  In some ways, His private life was more humbling than His public ministry.   

a.  While He was ministering publicly, there was a certain amount of glory attached to 

His preaching and working miracles, at least for a short time – the year of His 

popularity.   

b.  While a carpenter, He lived in lowliness and obscurity like virtually everyone else, 

except that He never sinned.   

 

C.  Third, Christ suffered in His public ministry, from His baptism to His betrayal.   

1.  He suffered poverty.   

a.  He had nowhere to lay His head (Matt. 8:20).   
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b.  He suffered from hunger, thirst and exposure – not constantly, but certainly 

occasionally (Matt. 4:2; 21:18).   

c.  His mother and relatives were also poor, and so He was provided for by His 

disciples, and particularly by certain women who followed Him (Luke 8).   

d.  When the tax collector demanded that He pay the poll tax, He wasn’t able to do it 

except through a miracle (Matt. 17:27).   

e.  When He celebrated His final Passover, He did so at the expense of another (Luke 

22:7).   

f.  And when it came time to be buried, He had no sepulcher.  The One who owned all 

of heaven and earth had emptied Himself of everything – for our sakes He became 

poor, that through His poverty, we might become rich (2 Cor. 8:9) – and so He was 

buried through the charity of another – Joseph of Arimathea.   

 

2.  He was hated by others.   

a.  He was slighted by others for His humble beginnings – the son of the carpenter.   

b.  He was slighted for His city of origin – can anything good come out of Nazareth?   

c.  He was called a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners, a 

deceiver, a madman, a Samaritan, one who was demon-possessed, a blasphemer; He 

was accused of doing miracles through Beelzebub, the prince of demons.   

d.  He was excommunicated by the leaders of Israel, who also threatened 

excommunication to any who received Him as the Messiah (John 9:22).   

e.  They tried to kill Him; often picking up stones to stone Him, once leading Him to the 

edge of a cliff to throw Him off.   

f.  This was an even greater trial for Him when you consider that these were His own 

people, “He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him” (John 1:11).   

g.  He was particularly hated by the leaders of Israel.   

h.  Wherever He went throughout the land of Judea, this hatred was consistent, even in 

His own hometown and among His own relatives.   

i.  It’s no wonder Jesus told His disciples, “If the world hates you, you know that it has 

hated Me before it hated you” (John 15:18).   

j.  Don’t be surprised when you obey the Lord only to discover that people hate you for 

it.   

 

3.  Finally, He was the particular target of Satan.   

a.  At the beginning of His ministry, He was in the wilderness for forty days, being 

tempted by the devil (Mark 1:13).   

b.  And at the end of His ministry, Satan was given greater liberty to motivate Christ’s 

enemies to betray Him.  “Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the 

temple and elders who had come against Him, ‘Have you come out with swords and 

clubs as you would against a robber?  While I was with you daily in the temple, you 

did not lay hands on Me; but this hour and the power of darkness are yours’” (Luke 

22:52-53).   

 

D.  Finally, and most importantly, Jesus endured His greatest humiliation and suffering on the 

cross.   
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1.  He was betrayed into the hands of His enemies for thirty pieces of silver, the price of a 

common slave (Ex. 21:32).   

2.  He was in agony in the garden, where His soul was deeply grieved to the point of death 

(Matt. 26:38):  The intensity of His sufferings was so great, that as He looked into the 

fiery furnace of God’s wrath, He began to sweat drops of blood.   

3.  His disciples seemed to have no appreciation for His sufferings and weren’t even able 

to stay awake to pray with Him.   

4.  One of His own disciples, whom Jesus had taught and nurtured along with the others, 

betrayed Him into hands of His enemies.   

5.  When the soldiers came to arrest Him, He was abandoned by His disciples.   

6.  He was brought to His enemies – the priests and scribes – and they sat in judgment over 

Him.   

a.  They insulted Him.   

b.  They tried to find false witnesses whose testimony would condemn Him to death.   

c.  They thought if they could just get Him to say that He was the Son of God, that 

would be enough to condemn Him, and when He didn’t say this on His own, they 

finally adjured Him in the name of God.  When He confessed that He was, they had 

what they wanted:  grounds to kill Him.   

d.  They spit in His face, blindfolded and beat Him, and mocked Him.   

e.  Peter was afraid to confess that he was one of His disciples and denied that He even 

knew Him with cursing.   

f.  They led Him to Pilate to condemn Him.   

g.  When given the opportunity to free Him, His own people chose Barabbas, the 

insurrectionist, instead of Him.   

h.  After He was stripped and scourged, Pilate still found no fault with Him.  He wanted 

to release Him, but the Jews pressed him even more strongly to crucify Him, 

promising to denounce Pilate as a traitor to Caesar if he didn’t, and so Pilate handed 

Him over to be crucified.   

i.  Before they crucified Him, they put a scarlet robe on Him, placed a reed in His hand 

and a crown of thorns on His head.  They bowed before Him and mocked Him, 

saying, “Hail, King of the Jews.”  They spit on Him, took the reed from His hand and 

struck him on the head.   

j.  Then they led Him away to crucify Him.  When He became so weak that He could no 

longer bear the cross, they enlisted Simon from Cyrene to help Him.   

 

7.  They nailed Him to the cross by His hands and feet, lifted the cross up and then dropped 

it into ground.   

a.  It was at this point that Christ’s sufferings reached their height:  now He had to drink 

the cup that He had prayed the night before might pass.   

b.  The pain He felt in His body was nothing compared to what He now experienced in 

His soul, as it pleased God to bruise Him and put Him to grief.  This is precisely 

what He had sweat blood over as He prayed.  Now He went through it.   

c.  There have been many martyrs who have endured as much or more physical pain 

than Jesus in their bodies.  But they never had to endure this anguish of soul as the 

Father bore His wrath down on Christ for the sins of His people.   
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d.  Christ didn’t sweat any more blood, but there are indications that His insides were 

torn, as evidenced by the blood and water that poured from His side when He was 

pierced by the soldier, fulfilling Ps. 22:14, “I am poured out like water, and all my 

bones are out of joint; My hearts is like wax; it is melted within Me.”   

e.  All while He was suffering, the Jews stood around and mocked Him; again, 

strengthened by the unholy power of the devil (Luke 22:53).   

f.  This finally ended when Christ cried out with a loud voice, “It is finished” (John 

19:30).  All that the ceremonial law, the prophecies, the types and shadows, the 

sacrifices were pointing to, were all fulfilled.  Jesus died, committing His spirit to the 

Father.   

g.  He continued under the power of death for three days, and then rose again.  At that 

point, His purchase was complete; He had satisfied God’s justice; the debt was paid.   

h.  Nothing had been done before and nothing needs to be done afterwards, Jesus Christ 

has done it all.   

 

III.  Application.  What can be said in light of this?  At least two things:   

A.  First, sin is much worse than we imagine.   

1.  Look at how much Christ had to suffer to atone for sin.   

2.  If this is what justice requires for sin, it must be much more horrible than we generally 

think it is.   

3.  This should make us think twice about giving into sin so easily – it took the suffering 

and death of the Lord of glory to remove its guilt.   

 

B.  Second, how great God’s love must be towards us who believe.   

1.  He paid an infinite price to reconcile us to Himself.   

2.  This doesn’t mean – as so many seem to think today – that He did this because of our 

value.  He did this because of the greatness of His love.   

a.  Why did He love us this much?  It wasn’t because of us, but because He chose to 

love us purely out of His sovereign good pleasure.   

b.  How can we turn away from so great a love?   

c.  Let the demonstration of His love and grace this morning move your heart to love 

and trust Him in return.   

d.  Let it move you to turn from all the sins that Jesus died to pay for, and to be willing 

to humble yourself and suffer for the One who humbled Himself and died for you.  

Amen.   
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