
“Christ’s Obedience” 

(Matthew 3:13-15) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  The work of redemption can be somewhat complicated, but as far as its effect on 

us, it’s really quite simple:   

a.  God made man in His image, to worship and serve Him, but man fell away 

from God into sin.  

b.  And so the Lord, in His mercy, sent His Son, to obey the Law (to merit the 

righteousness man failed to earn), and to suffer and die (to satisfy God’s 

justice).   

c.  This provided the basis for the return of the Holy Spirit (whom Adam lost in 

the Fall), who would bring man back to God, again to worship and serve 

Him.   

 

2.  This is one thing we should never forget since it is the end of God’s plan:   

a.  Yes, the Lord did what He did to glorify His grace (in giving His Son for us), 

and to glorify His justice (by having His Son suffer in our place).   

b.  But He also did it to reverse the effects of the Fall on us, so that we would 

begin to do what He originally made us to do:  to bear the good fruits of love.   

c.  If we don’t understand this, we don’t understand one of the main reasons God 

did all that He did to save us:  He intended to return us to the state of 

holiness.   

d.  This is one of the things our topic reminds us of this morning.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Last week, we considered the two things Jesus did to buy/purchase our 

salvation:  His obedience and His suffering.  But so we don’t forget how great 

this work actually was, remember:   

a.  His obedience and His suffering were not a one-time event, but a life-long 

sacrifice to God.   

(i)  It’s true that His suffering and death on the cross was His greatest act of 

obedience and the greatest suffering He endured, and so did the most 

towards purchasing us back to God.   

(ii)  But it’s also true that all His obedience and all His sufferings were for 

that purpose.   

 

b.  Not only that, but in every act of obedience, He suffered, and in every act of 

suffering, He obeyed.   

(i)  He was not doing one or the other, but both at the same time.   

(ii)  In everything He obeyed by humbling Himself and suffering; and in 

everything He humbled Himself and suffered, He obeyed.   
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(iii)  Our Lord Jesus didn’t just give part of His life, but His whole life for us; 

and this calls us to give Him our whole life in return.   

 

2.  This morning, we’re going to look more carefully at His obedience.   

a.  The value in doing this is not only to understand more fully what Jesus did 

for us, but that we might know more fully what true obedience is.   

(i)  Our view of what the Lord calls us to might not be what we think.  It’s 

more than just sporadic or half-hearted acts of kindness and love.   

(ii)  When we look at Christ’s example, we don’t see a little obedience here 

and there, but a life lived in complete consecration to the Father.   

(iii)  As we look at His example, we need to be careful on the one hand not to 

beat ourselves up if we don’t measure up to the standard He left for us, but 

on the other hand we need to remember that His example is still the 

standard we are to be striving after.   

 

b.  We’ll look at Christ’s obedience from three different angles to get a better 

view of our standard.   

(i)  First, we’ll consider the laws He obeyed.   

(ii)  Second, we’ll consider His obedience through the different stages of His 

life.   

(iii)  And finally, we’ll consider His inward obedience that made His outward 

obedience acceptable.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s consider first, the laws He obeyed.   

1.  He had to obey God’s Law in order to merit salvation.   

a.  He came to fulfill the Covenant of Works, the covenant Adam broke, the 

covenant that we had broken in Adam.   

b.  In one sense, the conditions they were under were different:   

(i)  All Adam had to do was not to eat of the tree of the Knowledge of Good 

and Evil.   

(ii)  Christ had much more to do.   

 

c.  But in another sense, the conditions they were under were the same:   

(i)  They both had to obey God in whatever He told them.   

(ii)  This is the essence of the Covenant of Works:  that God must be obeyed 

and submitted to in everything He commands.   

 

2.  More specifically, Jesus had to obey three kinds of commandments in fulfilling 

that covenant:  the Law that all men must submit to, the law that all Jews must 

submit to, and those commands He had to submit to as the Mediator.   

a.  As a man, He had to submit to the Ten Commandments, the laws God 

requires of all men of every nation and time.   

b.  As a Jew, He had to submit to the ceremonial law.   

(i)  He had to be circumcised on the eighth day.   
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(ii)  He was required to go up to the Temple in Jerusalem three times a year, 

at least after He became an adult.   

(iii)  He had to obey all the stipulations of the ceremonial law.   

(iv)  He even had to obey the command to be baptized by John because this is 

what God required of all the Jews in those days:  and so to fulfill all 

righteousness, Jesus also submitted to this (Matt. 3:13-15).   

 

c.  Finally, as Mediator, Jesus had to submit to those commands that had to do 

with His mediatorial office:   

(i)  He had to teach the doctrines His Father gave Him; He had to preach the 

Gospel; He had to work various miracles; He had to call His disciples and 

train them; and He had to lay down His life (John 10:18).   

(ii)  In this work, Jesus clearly went beyond what God requires of all men or 

of every Jew.   

(a)  These works are those that were focused more specifically on the 

work of redemption, which is why the Gospels record these mainly.   

(b)  This was by far the most difficult work He had to do, because it 

included His final sufferings and death, beginning with His agony in 

the garden and ending with His resurrection; for this reason, it was also 

the most meritorious.   

(c)  Adam’s obedience – by which he would have saved us – had mainly 

to do with submitting to the one command God gave him as the head of 

the human race.   

(d)  Christ’s obedience – the obedience by which He would save us – also 

had mainly (though not exclusively) to do with the specific commands 

God gave Him as Mediator.   

 

d.  The point is, Christ kept all these laws, and by so doing, He purchased our 

salvation; but He also left us with an example.   

(i)  There are certain laws He kept that we don’t need to keep:  such as the 

ceremonial laws and the laws He submitted to as part of His office of 

Mediator.   

(ii)  But there are laws He kept that we must also keep:  the moral Law or the 

Ten Commandments.   

(a)  This is the example we are to follow:  obedience to all that God 

commands us to do.   

(b)  Like Christ, we should also pay close attention to the laws that govern 

our particular calling in life:  those that govern a husband or a wife, a 

parent or a child, a magistrate or a citizen, a master or a servant, or 

whatever our calling may be.   

(c)  Christ kept all the commandments that applied to Him without fail – to 

follow His example, we must keep all the commandments that apply to 

us.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider that Christ’s obedience was perfect through every stage of 

His life.   
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1.  His private life was perfect.   

a.  He perfectly obeyed when He was a child, which is considerably different 

from all the other children who have ever been born – including you and me 

and our children and theirs – who begin to rebel against their parents’ 

authority as soon as they begin to act.  He submitted to His parents (Luke 

2:51), and was about His Father’s business even while He was still a child (v. 

42).   

b.  While He was growing, and after He was grown, He lived in Nazareth, in the 

house of His father Joseph, until He was about thirty, laboring as a carpenter.  

Everything He did in that time frame was done in perfect submission to both 

His heavenly Father and His earthly father.   

 

2.  He also obeyed perfectly in His public ministry, which lasted for about three and 

a half years.  This was the time frame of his life that the Gospels mainly focus 

on since this was when He did His work of Mediator.   

a.  After John prepared His way through the preaching of repentance, pointed 

Him out to Israel, and baptized Him, Jesus was baptized with the Holy Spirit.   

b.  And after He went into the wilderness for forty days to fast and to be tempted 

by the devil, and after He had overcome the devil, He began His work:   

(i)  He preached to reveal the mind of God to His disciples:  not as the 

scribes, but as One who had authority (John 15:12).   

(ii)  He worked miracles as powerful witnesses to the truth of what He said, 

as well as wonderful acts of mercy.   

(iii)  And He called, equipped and sent His disciples to continue the work 

once His work was complete.   

(iv)  The last thing He did was to offer Himself as a sacrifice – which again 

was His greatest act of obedience and suffering.   

 

c.  From the beginning of His life to its end, He obeyed His Father perfectly in 

everything He called Him to do, so that He might purchase salvation for us.   

d.  Christ again is our example.   

(i)  Are you young this morning?  Christ calls you to be faithful to Him in 

submitting to and obeying your parents, to continue to honor them as well 

once you’re grown.  

(ii)  Are you older this morning?  Christ calls you to be faithful as well in all 

the particular responsibilities He lays upon you.   

(iii)  We are to follow Christ’s example by obeying God’s commandments 

throughout the whole of our lives.   

 

C.  Finally, Christ obeyed inwardly, as well as outwardly, in all He did.   

1.  He submitted to the Father with holy fear and reverence.   

a.  Though there were many angels who turned away from worshiping God 

because they were tempted by their own worthiness and dignity, Christ, who 

was infinitely greater, had so much love and respect for His Father, that He 

never did, but continued to humble Himself and obey Him through the most 

difficult circumstances.   
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b.  He did exactly what the Father required, always out of the one desire to 

glorify Him.   

c.  He obeyed God with a love that was greater than that of any angel.  Angels 

obey with a sinless love, but Christ with an infinite love, because He is the 

God-man.   

d.  He obeyed through the greatest trials and temptations anyone has ever had to 

face – to obey when it’s easy is not as meritorious as to obey when it’s 

difficult.   

e.  And He obeyed Him constantly, not every now and again, but without fail 

from the very beginning to the very end of His life.   

 

2.  He also loved mankind.   

a.  His life was full of love to everyone He met.   

b.  He never allowed their sins to provoke Him.   

c.  And He was willing to go through the most painful sufferings and death to 

save them.   

 

3.  And He did all that He did with absolute humility:  Though He is infinitely 

greater than the angels, though He did so many wonderful works, though He 

suffered the most humiliating circumstances by becoming a man, being hated, 

mocked, condemned, and crucified with criminals, He bore it patiently, without 

being concerned what the world thought of Him.   

4.  All of Christ’s virtues could be seen most clearly at the end of His life, under the 

trials of the cross:  His love to God in His willingness to suffer the cruel death of 

the cross to repair God’s honor, His willingness to obey God’s commandments 

to save those He had chosen, His patience, His meekness and His contempt of 

this world in giving up everything to endure what He did, and His love to men in 

doing all this for them.   

5.  Jesus lived a perfect life.   

a.  If He had failed to keep God’s commandments at any point, He would have 

failed in His mission to save us – if He had failed (which is unthinkable), He 

would have been lost as well.   

b.  But He succeeded, and by so doing, He provided a reservoir of infinite merit 

for us so that we might be saved:  All we need to do to receive this gift is to 

trust Him.   

c.  Have you received His gift of life this morning?  If not, come to the Savior 

now while He gives you another opportunity.   

d.  But if you have already come, don’t forget that He calls you this morning to 

follow His example of perfect, continual and loving obedience.   

e.  Let’s now renew our covenant with the Lord through Christ to follow Him, to 

walk in His ways, to put on Christ.  Amen.   
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