
“Christ’s Love for His Saints” 
(John 15:12-13) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  What does it take to be willing to lay down your life for someone?   
a.  We’ve seen that the Christian will be persecuted.   

(i)  If we follow Jesus, become like Him, the world will see, will hate us, will 
persecute us.   

(ii)  They will do this because they hated Him.   
(iii)  This is why the Covenanters, the martyrs, were hated, were killed.   
(iv)  But why were they willing to be killed?   

 
b.  We’ve seen that there is a reward for suffering persecution.   

(i)  If we endure, we’ll be saved.   
(ii)  If we persevere through it, we will have a greater reward in heaven.   
(iii)  But those who are awakened, know this is true, and it’s not enough.   
(iv)  There must be more, what is it?   
 

2.  It’s love:  we must love that One for whom we lay down our lives.   
a.  Ultimately, it’s our heart that will make that determination.   
b.  If we love Christ, we will be willing to die for Him.   
c.  But what makes us love Him?   

(i)  Only the Spirit’s work, as we saw last week:  baptism into Christ.   
(ii)  When this is done, then we love Him as He has loved us.  Edwards 

writes, “Such is Christ’s love to a true Christian that he is jealous for his 
good and welfare, and nothing will ever provoke him more than to see any 
injure him.  ‘If any offend one of these little ones’ (Matthew 18:6).  And 
such is the spirit of a Christian towards Christ that he is jealous for his 
glory; he has a spirit of zeal for the glory of his Redeemer, and nothing 
will more grieve and offend him than to see him dishonored and his 
interest suffering.  Christ and the soul of the true Christian have a mutual 
complacence in each other, and Christ especially has delight in the 
believer.  ‘As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God 
rejoice over you’ (Isaiah 62:5).  Christ is exceedingly well-pleased and 
takes sweet delight in the graces and virtues of the Christian, in that beauty 
and loveliness which he as put upon him” (Edwards, Day by Day, 7).   

 
(iii)  When the Spirit opens our eyes, we don’t love Christ for nothing.   
(iv)  We love what we see of His glory and for what He has done for us.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  I believe it would be helpful for us to remember again the love that is shared 

between Christ and His saints.   



2 

a.  I’ll begin this morning with His love for us.   
b.  This will help, with God’s blessing, to excite within us what we’ll look at this 

evening:  our love for Him.   
 
2.  Our text tells us something of His love for us:   

a.  “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved 
you.  Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his 
friends” (John 15:12-13).   

b.  Notice, He commends the example of His own life to us:   
(i)  He tells us to remember how He loved us.   
(ii)  This is how we are to love one another.   
(iii)  His greatest example is in His dying for us.   
 

3.  This morning, let’s consider Christ’s love in His laying down His life for us.   
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  Remember, to have a life to lay down, He first had to take one up.   
1.  It’s not that there was a time when He didn’t have life in any sense.   

a.  He is eternal, but only as God.   
b.  It’s not His divine life that He laid down.   
 

2.  But there was a time when He didn’t have His humanity – His human life – to 
lay down; so He took one up:  He became a man.   
a.  Why would He do this?   

(i)  Why would the Creator become a creature?   
(ii)  Why would God become man?   
(iii)  It was for love, eternal love, everlasting love.   
(iv)  He has loved us from all eternity, desired us, looked forward to when we 

would be, and be saved, and be with Him.   
(v)  Certainly, redemption was foremost out of love for His Father’s honor.   
(vi)  But it was also out of His love for us – His bride.   
 

b.  And so He descended.   
(i)  He came down into these lower realms.   
(ii)  He took on Himself our nature.   
(iii)  He was conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary.   
(iv)  He was united to a human body and soul.   
(v)  And He was born into this world, as a man.   
(vi)  He took up life, became one with us, because He loved us.   

 
B.  But having taken it up, He was also willing to lay it down for our sakes.   

1.  To have us, He had to lay down His life in service.   
a.  Man is self-serving by nature.   

(i)  We’re concerned about our own comforts, safety, needs, desires, honor.   
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(ii)  We love ourselves quite well, which is why the Lord points us to 
ourselves to show us how we are to love others:  “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself” (Matt. 22:39).   

 
b.  But Christ laid these things aside for our sakes.   

(i)  His own comfort:  didn’t live in a palace with servants, but worked, 
suffered hardship; He was rich, but became poor to make us rich.   

(ii)  His own safety:  putting His life on the line many times to teach the truth.   
(iii)  His own needs:  giving everything to care for the needs of His sheep.   
(iv)  His own honor:  He did not please men, but His Father; He humbled 

Himself to wash the disciples’ feet; He was often despised by men for 
doing His Father’s will; even considered a curse.   

(v)  He didn’t need to set aside His desires; He was pursuing them:  the desire 
to love and honor His Father, and to save us.   

 
2.  To have us, He had to lay down His life in suffering.   

a.  We do all we can to avoid any suffering.   
(i)  We avoid people we think will hurt us.   
(ii)  We avoid situations that are difficult.  
(iii)  We do everything we can to avoid hardship, sickness, ill health.   

 
b.  But Christ was willing to suffer for us.   

(i)  He suffered by coming into a world of, and living around, sinful men.   
(ii)  He suffered ridicule, hatred, and rejection.   
(iii)  He suffered in the garden as He looked forward to His greatest 

suffering:  Edwards reminded us that the very thought of His sufferings on 
the cross made Him sweat blood.   

(iv)  He was arrested, slandered, condemned, beaten, and crucified.   
(v)  He suffered God’s wrath on the cross.   
(vi)  He did this, again, because of His love for us.   
 

3.  To have us, He was willing to lay down His life in dying for us.   
a.  If there’s anything we fear by nature more than anything else, it’s death.   

(i)  Many think it’s the end of existence.   
(ii)  Even though we know it isn’t, we still hesitate.   
(iii)  We have a very strong desire to preserve our lives.   
 

b.  But Christ was willing to die for us, so that He might have us.   
(i)  After He suffered the agonies of the cross, He died.   
(ii)  His soul departed to be with His Father; His body was laid in a grave; 

just as will happen to us one day.   
(iii)  He was dead for three days, and then was raised.   
(iv)  But the Lord of life was willing to die for us.   
(v)  “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his 

friends” (John 15:13).   
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4.  To have us, He had to lay down His life in His continuing service as Mediator.   
a.  Even after His resurrection, He was still shepherding His sheep.   

(i)  He appeared to them for forty days, teaching them.   
(ii)  He continued to pour His life and efforts into them.   
 

b.  Now that He’s ascended, He still serves, though He is Lord of all.   
(i)  He watches over us, protects us, governs all things for our good, prays for 

us.   
(ii)  When we die, He comes to gather our souls to Himself.   
(iii)  One day He’s returning to take up His bride, then He will marry us.   
(iv)  And He will provide for us forever in the house of His Father.   
(v)  This is what His soul desires, because He loves us.   
(vi)  And this is why He was willing to lay down His life.   
 

6.  What is most amazing about this is that He did this while we were His enemies.   
a.  Paul writes, “For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for 

the ungodly.  For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for 
the good man someone would dare even to die.  But God demonstrates His 
own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  
Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved 
from the wrath of God through Him.  For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” (Rom. 5:6-10).   

b.  He didn’t do it for those who were lovely or worthy, but for sinful enemies.   
c.  Understanding His infinite holiness, infinite love was necessary to provide 

salvation.   
 

5.  Let’s meditate on these things today as we prepare for evening worship.   
a.  We never want to forget about Christ’s love.   
b.  It will help kindle the same love in our hearts:  a love strong enough to move 

us to lay down our lives for Him.   
c.  Tonight, we’ll consider what love for Christ should move us to do.  Amen.   


